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US-60/Grand Avenue COMPASS 
Loop 303 to Interstate 10 

 
Planning Partners                 Conference Call 
April 29, 2013                   
 
PLANNING PARTNER ATTENDEES 
Chaun Hill – ADOT Cathy Colbath – City of Glendale 
Tom Doyle – City of El Mirage Karen Savage – City of Surprise 
Matthew Dudley - City of Glendale Abhi Dayal – Valley Metro 
 
MAG STAFF 
Bob Hazlett – MAG     Marc Pearsall – MAG   
Micah Henry – MAG  
 
CONSULTANT TEAM 
Jason Pagnard – B&N Peggy Fiandaca – PSA    
Jamie Blakeman – B&N Dan Marum – Wilson 
Judie Scalise – ESI  
 
Bob Hazlett called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM.  
 
RECENT ACTIVITIES 
Bob Hazlett welcomed everyone and provided a summary of recent activities. The 
consultant team is addressing comments received and incorporating them into 
Technical Memorandums 2 (relevant studies), 3 (corridor peer review), and 4 (access 
management policies).  The final versions will be distributed in the next few weeks.  A 
draft of Technical Memorandum (TM) 1 (Existing Conditions) will be available prior to 
the next Planning Partner meeting.  A map book which provides details about the 
corridor such as land uses and right-of-way widths will be completed as part of TM 1. 
 
FOUR CONCEPTS 
Bob also gave an overview of the four corridor concepts, which was presented and 
approved for further study at the March 20th Charter Partners Meeting. The consultants 
will be turning the concepts into true alternatives. 
 

• Concept 1 (Adopted Regional Transportation Plan) – The no build alternative 
incorporating only future planned and funded projects. 

• Concept 2 (Expressway) – An expressway option. 
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• Concept 3 (Commuter Rail and Operational Performance) – An alternative 
incorporating commuter rail providing rail service in the peak direction during 
the peak hour. 

• Concept 4 (Expanded Connectivity) – This alternative is an economic-centric 
option bringing meaningful economic change through incorporating a high 
capacity transit option. 

 
PUBLIC OUTREACH PLAN 
Peggy Fiandaca explained the Public Outreach and Communication Plan. The revised 
plan includes: 
 

• Stakeholder Focus Groups (2 special interest groups); 
o Business/Commerce 
o Freight/Rail 

• Corridor Subarea-Based Dialogue Meetings (agencies, stakeholders, and public); 
o Loop 303 to Loop 101 
o Loop 101 to I-10 

• Digital Engagement Tool (e.g. MetroQuest); 
• Presentations to various groups along the corridor (e.g. Chambers); and 
• Media Communication. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Karen Savage stated that presentation to Surprise Chamber is a good idea and brings 
200 to 300 people.  She will check getting on their agenda. 
 
Bob Hazlett stated that the focus groups will be completed before the next Charter 
Partner meeting. 
 
Chaun Hill said that she was encouraged with the process and glad we were moving 
forward with the public outreach effort. 
 
Matthew Dudley commented that he was glad that the study was taking an economic 
development focus but asked if other modes besides Light Rail Transit would be 
addressed. Bob Hazlett explained that other modes will be addressed. 
 
Marc Pearsall mentioned diesel multiple units is a new hybrid that could be studied. He 
also mentioned that BNSF Railway will run their passenger model as a courtesy.  It will 
allow us to examine all potential modes. He mentioned that commuter rail typically does 
not generate Transit Oriented Development (TOD) type of development.  However, in 
the west there is some happening on a small scale.  
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It was mentioned that Northern Parkway needs to be taken into consideration. Bob 
Hazlett agreed that it would be addressed because there is an approved EA though the 
improvements are not funded.  We cannot exclude it, but we have to do this project 
justice by examining all potential connections. 
 
Dan Marum mentioned that we are examining person mobility balanced with economic 
growth potential. 
 
Matthew Dudley asked how the Central Phoenix (CPHX) Framework Study ties to this 
study. Bob Hazlett explained that CPHX will discuss Grand Avenue at the 200 foot level 
and point to COMPASS. CPHX was always intended to be a high level examination. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
The next steps in the process are: 

• Completion of Technical Memorandum 1 - Existing Conditions; 
• Alternatives development; 
• Planning Partners meeting May 30, June 27, July 25, August 29; 
• Charter Partners meeting August 14; and 
• Outreach effort between June and July. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM. 


