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Overview
• Census 2010 vs. Census 2000
• American Community Survey (ACS)
• Getting the Data
• Data Release Schedule



Data Comparison

Census 2000

• Short Form
• Long Form

Census 2010

• Short Form
• No Long Form



Census 2010 – 100% Data
• Population
 Age
 Sex
 Race/Ethnicity
 Relationship

• Housing
 Occupancy
 Tenure



American Community Survey 
(ACS)

• Smaller Sample Size vs Census 2000
• Period Estimates
• New Data Annually
• Socioeconomic Data



ACS Methodology

• Nationwide:
 3 Million Addresses each year
 200,000 Group Quarters

• Arizona:
 55,000 Addresses
 3,000 Group Quarters



“Period” Estimates
• Average Characteristics over a Period
• Contrast with Census “Point in Time”
• ACS Produces Three Estimate Periods:

 1 Year 
 3 Year
 5 Year



Types of Estimates

Population
Threshold

1-Year
Estimates

3-Year 
Estimates

5-Year
Estimates

65,000+ X X X
20,000+ X X
Less than 20,000 X



ACS Data
Social Characteristics

• Education
• Marital Status
• Grandparent Caregivers
• Veterans
• Disability Status
• Language Spoken at 

Home

• Place of Birth
• Citizenship
• Year of Entry
• Ancestry
• Tribal Affiliation



ACS Data
Economic Characteristics

• Income
• Benefits
• Employment Status
• Place of Work

• Occupation
• Industry
• Commuting to Work



ACS Data
Housing Characteristics

• Tenure
• Occupancy
• Structure
• Household Size
• Mortgage/Rent

• Housing Value
• Taxes
• Insurance
• Utilities



Understanding ACS







Accessing the Data





























Data Transition Schedule
• Late Spring/Early Summer 2011
 ACS 2005-2008
 2002 Economic Census
 Annual Census Surveys

• Mid/Late Summer 2011
 2007 Economic Census
 2009 ACS

• Fall 2011 – Sunset of legacy AFF



Data Release Schedule
• Census 2010 Redistricting Data
 By April 1, 2011

 Census 2010 Summary File 1 (SF 1)
 June 2011 thru August 2011

 ACS 2010 (uses Census 2010 data)
 Fall/Winter 2011



ACS Release Schedule

Data Product
Population Size

of Area
Released in:  

2010 2011 2012 2013

1-Year Estimates
for Data Collected in:

65,000+ 2009 2010 2011 2012

3-Year Estimates
for Data Collected in:

20,000+ 2007-2009 2008-2010 2009-2011 2010-2012

5-Year Estimates
for Data Collected in:

All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-2010 2007-2011 2008-2012

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.
Source: US Census Bureau
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