
Agenda Item #5I 

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

INFORMATION SUMMARY.•• for your review 


DATE: 
January 4, 2011 

SUBJECT: 
Conformity Consultation 

SUMMARY: 
The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment 
for an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several 
projects, including Highway Safety Improvement Program funded projects and PM-10 Paving 
Unpaved Road projects. The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from 
conformity determinations. The administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do 
not require a conformity determination. A description of the projects is provided in the attached 
interagency consultation memorandum. Comments on the conformity assessment are requested by 
January 10, 2011. 

PUBLIC INPUT: 
Copies of the conformity assessment have been distributed for consultation to the Federal Transit 
Administration, Federal Highway Administration, Arizona Department of Transportation, Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality, Regional Public Transportation Authority, City of Phoenix Public 
Transit Department, Valley Metro Rail, Maricopa County Air Quality Department, Central Arizona 
Association of Governments, Pinal County Air Quality Control District, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and other interested parties including members of the public. 

PROS & CONS: 
PROS: Interagency consultation for the amendment and administrative modification notifies the 
planning agencies of project modifications to the TIP. 

CONS: The review of the conformity assessment requires additional time in the project approval 
process. 

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
TECHNICAL: The amendment and administrative modification may not be considered until the 
consultation process for the conformity assessment is completed. 

POLICY: Federal transportation conformity regulations require interagency consultation on 
development of the transportation plan, TIP, and associated conformity determinations to include a 
process involving the Metropolitan Planning Organization, State and local air quality planning 
agencies, State and local transportation agencies, Environmental Protection Agency, Federal 
Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration. Consultation on the conformity 
assessment has been conducted in accordance with federal regulations, MAG Conformity 
Consultation Processes adopted by the Regional Council in February 1996 and MAG Transportation 
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Conformity Guidance and Procedures adopted by the Regional Council in March 1996. In addition, 
federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation conformity. 

ACTION NEEDED: 
Consultation. 

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS: 
None. 

CONTACT PERSON: 
Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist III, (602) 254-6300. 
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MARICOPA 
ASSOCIATION of 

GOVERNMENTS --------------
302 North 1st Avenue. Suite 300 A Phoenix. Arizona 85003 

Phone [602) 254-6300 A FAX (602) 254-6490 
January 4, 20 I I E-mail: mag@azmag.gov A Web site: www.azmag.gov 

TO: 	 Leslie Rogers, Federal Transit Administration 

Robert Hollis, Federal Highway Administration 

John Halikowski, Arizona Department of Transportation 

Henry Darwin, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

David Boggs, Regional Public Transportation Authority 

Debbie Cotton, City of Phoenix Public Transit Department 

Stephen Banta, Valley Metro Rail 

William Wiley, Maricopa County Air Quality Department 

Brian Tapp, Central Arizona Association of Governments 

Donald Gabrielson, Pinal County Air Quality Control District 

Gregory Nudd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 

Other Interested Parties 


FROM: 	 Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist 

SUBJECT: CONSULTATION ON ACONFORMITY ASSESSMENT FORA PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
ANDADMINISTRATIVEMODIFICATION TOTHE FY20 11-20 15 MAG TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for an 
amendment and administrative modi'flcation to the FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including Highway Safety 
Improvement Program funded projects and PM-I 0 Paving Unpaved Road projects. Comments on the conformity 

assessment are requested by January 10, 20 I I . 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and has found that consultation 

is required on the conformity assessment. The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt 
from conformity determinations. The administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not 
require a conformity determination. The conformity finding ofthe TIP and the associated Regional Transportation 
Plan 20 10 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 

Administration on November 23, 20 I 0 remains unchanged by this action. The conformity assessment is being 
transmitted for consultation to the agencies listed above and other interested parties. If you have any questions 

or comments, please contact me at (602) 254-6300. 

Attachment 

cc: 	 Eric Massey, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

Jennifer Toth, Arizona Department of Transportation 

Mark Hodges, Arizona Department of Transportation 


- A Voluntary Association of Local Governments in Maricopa County 

City of Apache Junction A City of Avondale A Town of Buckeye A Town of Carefree A Town of Cave Creek A City of Chandler'" City of EI Mirage A Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation'" Town of Fountain Hills A Town of Gila Bend 

Gila River Indian Community A Town of Gilbert A City of Glendale A City of Goodyear A Town of Guadalupe A City of Litchfield Park'" Maricopa County'" City of Mesa A Town of Paradise Valley A City of Peoria A City of Phoenix 


Town of Queen Creek A Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community'" City of Scottsdale A City of Surprise A City of Tempe'" City of Tolleson", Town of Wickenburg A Town of Youngtown A Arizona Department of Transportation 


http:www.azmag.gov
mailto:mag@azmag.gov


ATIACHMENT 


CONFORM ITYASSESSMENT FORAPROPOSEDAMENDMENTANDADMINISTRATIV EMODIFICATION 
TO THE FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The federal transportation conformity rule (40 CFR 93.105) requires interagency consuttation when making 
changes to a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Transportation Plan. The consultation processes 
are also provided in the Arizona Conformity Rule (RI8-2-1405). This information is provided for consultation 
as outlined in the MAG Conformity Consultation Processes document adopted by the MAG Regional Council on 
February 28, 1996. In addition, federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation 
conformity. 

The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. Types 
of projects considered exempt are defined in the federal transportation conformity rule at 40 CFR 93.126. The 
administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity determination. 
Examples of minor project revisions include schedule, funding source, and funding amount changes. The 
proposed amendment and administrative modification to the FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program includes the projects on the attached table. The project number, agency, and description is provided, 
followed by the conformity assessment. 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and consultation is required on 
the conformity assessment. The projects are not expected to create adverse emission impacts or interfere with 
Transportation Control Measure implementation. The conformity finding of the TI Pand the associated Regional 
Transportation Plan 20 I 0 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration on November 23, 20 I 0 remains unchanged by this action. 



Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

1-10/303 Interchange, 

DOTll- 1-10/303 Interchange, 

130 

DOTll
129 

Watson and Southern Ave 
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minor project revision is needed to 
Idl!<re••e the funding amount. The 

of the TIP and Regional 

minor project revision is needed to add a 

utility relocation project. The 
lconformitv statu. of the TIP and Regional 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 

project is considered exempt under 

"Highway Safety Improvement 

Implementation." The conformity 

the TIP and Regional 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 

"Highway Safety Improvement 

Implementation." The conformity 

and Regional 

2010 Update would 



Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

Design work for 

Pave Dirt Alley 

Construct/Pave Dirt 

20131 12.80 

2014 12.80 

2011 1 3.4 

20111 1.7 

20121 2.16 

LUH1Kegionai Transportation Plan 2010 Update 

project is considered exempt under 

"Highway Safety Improvement 

Implementation." The conformity 
the TIP and Regional 

ITransportatlon Plan 2010 Update would 

project is considered exempt under 

"Highway Safety Improvement 

Implementation." The conformity 

of the TIP and Regional 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

Design work for 
Pave Dirt shoulder 

2012 I 2.30 

Hills Blvd, Segundo Dr IConstruct/Pave Dirt 

2014 

project is considered exempt under 

"Highway Safety Improvement 
implementation." The conformity 

of the TIP and Regional 

!Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

2012 o 

2013 I 22.5 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 

project is considered exempt under 
"Highway Safety Improvement 

Implementation." The conformity 

of the TIP and Regional 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

MMA11

113 

MMA11
114 

MMA12

103 

MMA14
103 

MES13

905 

Rd: Ellsworth to Meridian 2011 3 

Roads 2011 I 4.00 2 

2012 4.00 2 

4.00 2 

2013 1.5 

action or alternatives to that 
conformity status of the TIP 
Transportation Plan 2010 

project is considered exempt under 
lOry "Pavement resurfacing and/or 

Irehabilitation." The conformity status of 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

implementation." The conformity 

of the TIP and Regional 

Irransportation Plan 2010 Update would 

Mesa IVarious Locations-

project is considered exempt under 
"Highway Safety Improvement 

implementation." The conformity 

the TIP and Regional 

ITransDortation Plan 2010 Update would 

Peoria Various Locations 

Design work for 

Pave Dirt Alley 

2012 30.22 n/a n/a $ 

"Pavement resurfacing and/or 

Irehabilitation." The conformity status of 
Regional Transportation Plan 

remain 

project is considered exempt under 

lOry "Pavement resurfacing and/or 
Irehabllitation." The conformity status of 

Regional Transportation Plan 

remain 

2011 0.3 2 2 

c:.TDJ,.20taGnP\J "Bicycle and pedestrian facilities," 

rmity status of the TIP and 
TransDortation Plan 2010 Update 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

Roosevelt Street: Central Ave 
Phoenix Street 2012 0.3 2 2 

North Bank Queen Creek Wash: 

Queen Creek I Hawes Rd and Ellsworth 2014 I 0.75 

ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 

Add new 

Design work for 

Pave Dirt Roads 3.74 2 2 

3.74 2 2 

project is considered exempt under 

category "Pavement resurfacing and/or 

rehabilitation." The conformity status of 
the TIP and Regional Transportation Plan 

2010 Update would remain 

project is considered exempt under 

category "Pavement resurfacing and/or 
rehabilitation." The conformity status of 

the TIP and Regional Transportation Plan 

2010 Update would remain 

project is considered exempt under 

Program implementation." The conformity 

status of the TIP and Regional 
ITransportation Plan 2010 Update would 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

2012 I 4.54 nfa 

Irehabilitation." The conformity status of 
Regional Transportation Plan 

remain 

2014 I 4.54 

Bicycle and 
Pedestrian 
Statewide Safety 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4,2011 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

at Litchfield Rd 2011 11.33.04 

PHX07

310T 1 Phoenix IVarious locations 5307 Funds 2011 2009 11.43.20 

Admin Mod: Move 

Operating:Operating project from 2010 as This project is considered exempt under' 

gory "Operating to transit agenices." 
conformity status of the TIP and 

PHX10- 1Program - FY2010 1 12011 in the 2011- 1 Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update 

823T Iphoenix 1RelZionwide 

Funds 

5317 Funds 120111 2010 1 30.09.01 

PHX10

824T Phoenix 2011 I 2010 11.80.00 

PHXOB

607T Phoenix Phoenix I 2011 I 2008 11.44.02 

"Purchase of operating equipment I 
vehicles (e.g. radios, fareboxes, lifts, 

" The conformity status of the TIP and 

Transportation Plan 2010 Update 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011·2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

2011 1 2009 11.33.04 

"Engineering to assess social, 
:, and environmental effects of the 

200SIDroDosed action or alternatives to that 

conformity status of the TIP 

Transportation Plan 2010 

101 2011 1 2009 

1 Pre-desiKn regional 

2011 1 2009 

"Purchase of new buses and rail 

replace existing vehicles or for 

2oos1minor expansions of the fleet." The 
conformity status of the TIP and Regional 

PHX09 Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

2011 1 2009 11.12.01 

2011 1 2009 13.71.01 

20111 2009 CMAQ-Flex 
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Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
January 4, 2011 

2009 CMAQ 

Metro 

Reimbursement of 

bus: standard - S 

expand (Gilbert, 
2oosIminor expansions of the fleet." The 

conformity status of the TIP and Regional 

Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
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