
Agenda Item #5I 

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
INFORMA TION SUMMARY. •• for your review 

DATE: 
August 30, 2011 

SUBJECT: 
Conformity Consultation 

SUMMARY: 
The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for 
an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including 
the modification of funding amounts for Arterial Life Cycle Projects in FY 2012 of the TI P. The 
amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. 
The administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity 
determination. A description of the projects is provided in the attached interagency consultation 
memorandum. Comments on the conformity assessment are requested by September 16, 2011. 

PUBLIC INPUT: 
Copies of the conformity assessment have been distributed for consultation to the Federal Transit 
Administration, Federal Highway Administration, Arizona Department of Transportation, Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality, Regional Public Transportation Authority, City of Phoenix Public 
Transit Department, Valley Metro Rail, Maricopa County Air Quality Department, Central Arizona 
Association of Governments, Pinal County Air Quality Control District, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and other interested parties including members of the public. 

PROS & CONS: 
PROS: Interagency consultation for the amendment and administrative modification notifies the 
planning agencies of project modifications to the TIP. 

CONS: The review of the conformity assessment requires additional time in the project approval 
process. 

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
TECHNICAL: The amendment and administrative modification may not be considered until the 
consultation process for the conformity assessment is completed. 

POLICY: Federal transportation conformity regulations require interagency consultation on 
development of the transportation plan, TIP, and associated conformity determinations to include a 
process involving the Metropolitan Planning Organization, State and local air quality planning 
agencies, State and local transportation agencies, Environmental Protection Agency, Federal 
Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration. Consultation on the conformity 
assessment has been conducted in accordance with federal regulations, MAG Conformity 
Consultation Processes adopted by the Regional Council in February 1996 and MAG Transportation 
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Conformity Guidance and Procedures adopted by the Regional Council in March 1996. In addition, 
federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation conformity. 

ACTION NEEDED: 
Consu Itation. 

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS: 
None. 

CONTACT PERSON: 
Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist III, (602) 254-6300. 
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MARICOPA 
ASSOCIATION of 

GOVERNMENTS ---------------
302 North 1 st Avenue, Suite 300 ... Phoenix, Arizona 85003 

August 30, 20 I I Phone (602) 254-6300 FAX (602) 254-6490 
E-mail: mag@azmag.gov Web site: www.azmag.gov 

TO: 

FROM: 

Leslie Rogers, Federal Transit Administration 
Karla Petty, Federal Highway Administration 
John Halikowski, Arizona Department of Transportation 
Henry Darwin, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
David Boggs, Regional Public Transportation Authority 
Debbie Cotton, City of Phoenix Public Transit Department 
Stephen Banta, Valley Metro Rail 
William Wiley, Maricopa County Air Quality Department 
Brian T app, Central Arizona Association of Governments 
Donald Gabrielson, Pinal County Air Quality Control District 
Gregory Nudd, U.S, Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
Other Interested Parties 

Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist 

SUBJECT: CONSULTATION ON A CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT FORA PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
ANDADMINISTRATIVEMODIFICATIONTOTHEFY2011-20ISMAGTRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for an 
amendment and administrative modification to the FY 20 I 1-20 IS MAG Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including the modification of 
funding amounts for Arterial Life Cycle Projects in FY 2012 ofthe TIP. The amendment includes projects that may 
be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. The administrative modification includes minor project 

I 
revisions that do not require a conformity determination, Comments on the conformity assessment are requested 
by September 16, 20 I I. 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and has found that consultation 
is required on ,the conformity assessment. The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt 
from conformity determinations. The administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not 
require a conformity determination, The conformity finding of the TI P and the associated Regional Transportation 
Plan 20 I 0 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration on January 19, 20 I I remains unchanged by this action, The conformity assessment is being 
transmitted for consultation to the agencies listed above and other interested parties, If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact me at (602) 2S4-6300. 

Attachment 

cc: Eric Massey, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
Jennifer T oth, Arizona Department of Transportation 
Mark Hodges, Arizona Department of Transportation 

A Voluntary Association of Local Governments in Maricopa County -------------

City of Apache Junction City of Avondale A Town of Buckeye Town of Carefree ... Town of Cave Creek ... City of Chandler ... City of EI Mirage A Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation ... Town of Fountain Hills ... Town of Gila Bend 
Gila River Indian Community ... Town of Gilbert A City of Glendale City of Goodyear A Town of Guadalupe ... City of Litchfield Park ... Maricopa County ... City of Mesa ... Town of Paradise Valley ... City of Peoria ... City of Phoenix 

Town of Queen Creek ... Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community ... City of Scottsdale ... City of Surprise'" City of Tempe ... City of Tolleson Town of Wickenburg ... Town of Youngtown Arizona Department of Transportation 



ATTACHMENT 

CONFORMITYASSESSMENTFORAPROPOSEDAMENDMENTANDADMINISTRATIVEMODIFICATION 
TO THE FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The federal transportation conformity rule (40 CFR 93.105) requires interagency consultation when making 
changes to a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Transportation Plan. The consultation processes 
are also provided in the Arizona Conformity Rule (R I 8-2-1405). This information is provided for consultation 
as outlined in the MAG Conformity Consultation Processes document adopted by the MAG Regional Council on 
February 28, 1996. In addition, federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation 
conformity. 

The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. Types 
of projects considered exempt are defined in the federal transportation conformity rule at 40 CFR 93.126. The 
administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity determination. 
Examples of minor project revisions include schedule, funding source, and funding amount changes. The 
proposed amendment and administrative modification to the FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program include the projects on the attached table. The project number, agency, and description is provided, 
followed by the conformity assessment. 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and consultation is required on 
the conformity assessment. The projects are not expected to create adverse emission impacts or interfere with 
Transportation Control Measure implementation. The conformity finding of the TI P and the associated Regional 
Transportation Plan 20 I 0 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration on January 19, 20 I I remains unchanged by this action. 



CHN12-109DZ IChandler 

CHN110-
IChandler 08RWZ2 

Chandler 

CHN12-
IChandler 103CZ2 

CHN12-110DZ IChandler 

CHN12-
110RWZ Chandler 

CHN12-
102RWZ Chandler 

ELM12-101DZ lEI Mirage 

FTH09-908 

FTH10-909 

Fountain 
Hills 

Fountain 
Hills 

Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 

ISchool Rd limnrovpmpnt 120121 0.31 41 61 RARF I I ~ 266,059 I $ 113,972 I $ 380,031 I~~:k'h~;~;n'~~'~~~~'" P"U'~' 

IChandler Blvd at Alma IAcqUisition of right-of-way I I 
School Rd for intersection imnrovpmpnt 2012 0.31 41 J RARF I I~ 592,930 I $ 2,307,070 I $ 

IAmend: Add new work phase, 
2,900,000 work has continued 

41 61 STP-MAG I $ 2,012,739 I I $ 
................ ,', .... ,'u '-"LlI'S';; II .... yp-c VI 

ISchool Rd limnrovpmpnt 12012 I 0.31 5,229,896 funds 

roadway widening I 2012 I 11 21 61 RARF I I ~ 7,529,463 1 $ 7,529,463 linflation" "0' 

IGilbert Rd: Queen 
Creek to Ocotillo I,nn<tn,et roadway widening 120121 11 21 61 RARF 1 1 ~ 3,237,9221 $ 

IAdmin Mod: Change in cost for 
3,237,922 inflation 

21 41 1 1 5 591,291 I $ 253,411 I $ 844,702IAmend: Add new project 

Gilbert Rd: Queen 

IDesign roadway widening 120121 41 ICreek to Hunt Hwy RARF 

Gilbert Rd: Queen Acquisition of right-of-way 
Creek to Hunt Hwy for roadway widening 2012 4 2 4 RARF $ 2,026,163 $ 2,026,163 Amend: Add new project 

Ocotillo Road: Arizona 
Avenue to McQueen 
Road I roadwav widenina 12012 I 11 21 41 RARF I I I~ 969,996 $ 

1 1 1 ~ 2,554,3041 $ 

El Mi rage Rd: Cactus to I 
120121 1 

Grand ft Thunderbird 
IRd: El Mirage to Grand Design roadway widening RARF 

2012 O. RARF 30,656 I $ 

roadway widening I 2012 RARF 3,705,709 I $ 
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assumptions used in the regional emissions 
analysis. The conformity status of the TIP and 

I Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

addition of the project would not change 
assumptions used in the regional emissions 

r,alysis. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

project revision is needed to change 
funding and type of funds. The 

status of the TIP and Regional 
I I QII:!IIJUI Ladan Plan 2010 Update would remain 
unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 

I'" -,,- Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
!JDdate would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
IP(oject funding. The conformity status of the 
TIP and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
!JDdate would remain unchanged. 

addition of the project would not change 

used in the regional emissions 
QIIQ'Y:'I:'. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged: 

The addition of the pi 

assumptions used in the regional emissions 
IdrJdlYSiS. The conformity status of the TIP and 

Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

addition of the project would not change I"" assumptions used in the regional emissions 
analysis. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 



Fountain 
FTHll-l01CZ IHills 

Fountain 
FTH12-002DZ Hills 

GLB09-910 Gilbert 

Dr to Cereus Wash 

Guadalupe Rd at 
Coooer Rd 

roadway widening I 2012 

Design roadway widening 2012 

Construct intersection 
imorovement 2012 

roadway widening 2012 

roadway widening 2012 

roadway widening 2012 

2012 I 

2012 I 

roadway widening 120121 

20121 

roadway widening I 2012 I 

2012 I 

0.8 5 6 RARF $ 

0.5 4 6 RARF 

1.5 4 6 RARF 

1.5 4 6 RARF 

0.;1 41 61 RARF I 

0.51 41 61 RARF I 

11 41 61 RARF I I $ 

11 41 61 RARF 1 1 $ 

11 41 61 RARF I 1$ 

0.51 61 61 RARF I 
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381,873 I $ 

147,813 $ 63,348 I $ 

$ 4,614,306 $ 

$ 4,235,648 $ 

$ 14,464,039 

1,628,588 I $ 

1< 217, 539 1 $ 

1<: 4,319, 928 1 $ 4,319,928Ifunds 

2,058,817 1 $ 882,350 1 $ 
r .-""" "'-'" ""-"0- ... ---' .-. 

2,941,167 inflation 

3,520,431 I $ 1,508,756 1$ 5,029,186 linflation 

2,011,843 1 $ 862,218 1 $ 
1---- ------0- ... -,,-- '-' 

2,874,062 inflation 

I ~ 243,980 1 $ 243,980 linflation 
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project revision is needed to defer 
The conformity status of the TIP and 

Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

addition of the project would not change 
assumptions used in the regional emissions 

analysis. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to defer 
project. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

project revision is needed to defer 
The conformity status of the TIP and 
Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

project revision is needed to change 
funding and type of funds. The 

status of the TIP and Regional 

unch 
1 ,,_,,_",, ___ ';on Plan 2010 Update would remain 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 

I'" ~"w Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
Uodate would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 

I -- ----- Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
Uodate would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 

I'" -"" Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
Uodate would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 

1-'- -"" Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
Uodate would remain unchanged. 



PE012-
104RWZ Peoria 

PE011-103CZ IPeoria 

PE012-101DZ IPeoria 

PE011-101CZ IPeoria 

PE010-
101RWZ Peoria 

Lake Pleasant Pkwy: 
Dynamite Blvd to CAP 

Lake Pleasant Pkwy: 
Dynamite Blvd to CAP 

IAcqUlsltlOn of right-of-way 
intersection improvement I 2012 

Design roadway widening 2012 

roadway widening I 2012 

2012 

roadway widening 2012 

Construct roadway widening I 2012 

IAcqUlsltlon of right-of-way 
widening 2012 

IAcoulsltlon of right-of-way 
widening 2012 

IAcquisition of right-of-way 
widening 2012 

2,561,779 1$ 

2,105,793 

270,335 I $ 487,251 

44,627 I $ 

291,853 I $ 164,010 I $ 

1,395,726 1$ 

3,543,934 I $ 

RARF 959,310 I $ 642,495 I $ 

8,475,283 I $ 

7,149,246 I $ 

STP-MAG I $ 7,226,599 

STP-MAG I $ 2,515,571 1,078,102 
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minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
would remain unchanged. 

addition of the project would not change 
assumptions used in the regional emissions 

The conformity status of the TIP and 
Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
would remain unchanged. 

the project would not change 
assumptions used in the regional emissions 

The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

A minor project revision is needed to defer 
project and change project funding. The 

Iconformity status of the TIP and Regional 
TransDortation Plan 2010 Update would remain 

project revision is needed to defer 
and change project funding. The 

I conformity status of the TIP and Regional 
Tr:mc;;.nnrtatinn Plan 2010 Update would remain 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
would remain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
would remain unchanged. 



Construct roadway widening I 2012 

SCTll-123DZ IScottsdale I Improvements limprovement I 20121 0.51 41 61 RARF I 

of right-of-way 

120121 0.41 21 41 I widening RARF 

roadway widening 

SCT12-111DZ IScottsdale IMcDowell Rd 1 DesiQn roadway widening 12012 I 11 21 41 RARF I 

roadway widening 

roadway widening 

roadway widening 120121 1.31 21 41 RARF I 

Design roadway widening 

Pima Rd: Thompson I 
SCT12-

IScottsdale 
IPeak Pkwy to Pinnacle Acquisition of right-of-way 

117RWZ Peak Rd for roadway widening 120121 1.51 41 61 RARF I 

roadway widening I 2012 1.5 

Design roadway widening 2012 
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S 7,181,9451 S 3,077,976 1 S 10,259,921 

IS 70,4151 s 30, 178 1 S 

I s 1,760,3631 s 3,269,2451 S 

I S 350,364 I S 

I S 188,029 I S 

I S 1,239,867 I S 531,372 I s 

6,514,878 1 s 

515,7801 s 269,495 1 S 

lAd min Mod: Change in cost for 
5,029,608 inflation 

350,364 I continues from 2011 to 2012 

3,995,612 Deferred from 2011 to 2012 

Add new work phase -
Construction continues from 

2,467,878 2011 to 2012 

188,029 linflation 

1.771,239 Iwork has continued 

costs change for 

Add new work phase, 
continued 
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minor project revision is needed to change 
'oject funding. The conformity status of the 

ITIP and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 
Update would remain unchanged. 

project revision is needed to advance 
The conformity status of the TIP and 
Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

remain unchanged. 

The addition of the project would nc 
Iptions used in the regional emissions 
The conformity status of the TIP and 

Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
Iremain unchanged. 

minor project revision is needed to defer 
project. The conformity status of the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 
remain unchanged. 

The addition of the project would not change 
the assumptions used in the regional emissio 

minor project revision is needed to change 
funding. The conformity status of the 
Regional Transportation Plan 2010 

IUpdate would remain unchanged. 

addition of the project would not change 
assumptions used in the regional emissions 

The conformity status of the TIP and 
Transportation Plan 2010 Update would 

remain unchanged. 

The addition of the project would not change 
the assumptions used in the regional emissio 



August 30, 2011 

Project deferred from 2010 to 
2012 5,690,452 I $ 5,690,452 12012 

roadway widening I 2012 $ 11,368,746 I $ 11,368,746 

2012 637,162 I S 273,070 I $ 910,232 

intersection improvement I 2012 125,740 I $ 125,740 Add new project 

Construct intersection 
2012 1,005,922 I $ 1,005,922 Add new project 

2012 316,147 I $ Add new project 

improvement I 2012 I 0.251 61 61 RARF I 1$ 10,533 I $ 10,533 lAm end: Add new project 

The new project is considered exempt un 
anal emissions analysis under the 
.. Intersection channelization project." 
Jrmity status of the TIP and Regional 

Shea Blvd at 136th Iconstruct intersection 
120121 0.251 61 61 I 1$ 210,7581 $ 210,758IAmend: Add new project 

Transportation Plan 2010 Update would remain 
SCT12·121CI IScottsdale I Street improvement RARF unchanged. 

The new project is considered exempt un 
anal emissions analysis under the 
.. Intersection channelization project:' 
Jrmity status of the TIP and Regional 

Blvd at Frank Iconstruct intersection 
120121 0.251 61 61 I I $ 263,4481 S 263,448IAmend: Add new project 

!Transportation Plan 2010 Update would remain 
2·115CI IScottsdale I Lloyd Wright Blvd improvement RARF 
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