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Overview

• What is the American Community Survey?

• Content

• Survey Methodology

• Data Products

• How is it different from Census 2000?
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What is the American 
Community 
Survey?
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10-year Census 

In Census 2000, the census used 2 forms

1.“short” form – asked for basic demographic and housing 
information, such as age, sex, race, how many people lived in 
the housing unit, and if the  housing unit was owned or rented 
by the resident

2.“long” form – collected the same information as the short form 
but also collected more in-depth information such as income, 
education, and language spoken at home

Only a small portion of the population (16 .5%) received 
the long form.
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2010 Census and 
American Community Survey

• 2010 Census will focus on counting the U.S. population

• The sample data are now collected in the ACS

• Same “short form” questions on the ACS
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Minimizing Confusion Among ACS 
Respondents

• ACS Initial Letter
– Some households, including yours, will receive 

both the American Community Survey and the 
2010 Census this year. Your response to both 
is required by U.S. law.  The Census Bureau is 
required by U.S. law to keep your answers  
confidential.
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2010 Census Content
Demographic Characteristics

• Sex
• Age
• Race
• Hispanic Origin
• Household Relationship
• Tenure
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American Community Survey
Content

8
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American Community Survey 
Social Characteristics

• Education
• Marital Status
• Fertility
• Grandparent 

Caregivers
• Veterans
• Disability Status

• Place of Birth
• Citizenship
• Year of Entry
• Language Spoken

at Home
• Ancestry / Tribal

Affiliation
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American Community Survey 
Economic Characteristics

• Income
• Benefits
• Employment Status
• Occupation
• Industry
• Commuting to Work
• Place of Work 
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American Community Survey 
Housing Characteristics

• Tenure
• Occupancy & Structure
• Housing Value
• Taxes & Insurance
• Utilities
• Mortgage/Monthly Rent 
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American Community Survey 
Methodology

• Sample includes about 3 million addresses each year

• Three modes of data collection
– mail
– phone
– personal visit

• Data are collected continuously throughout the year 
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American Community Survey 
Period Estimates

• ACS estimates are period estimates, describing the 
average characteristics over a specified period

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates that describe 
the characteristics of an area on a specific date

• 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates are being 
released for geographic areas that meet specific 
population thresholds



American Community Survey 
2010 Data Release Schedule

*September -- 1 year estimates for all areas 
over 65,000 population

*November-- 5 year estimates for all areas 
including census tract and block

*December—3 year estimates for all areas
over 20,000 population
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American Community Survey
Data Products

Profiles
– Data Profiles
– Narrative Profiles
– Comparison Profiles
– Selected Population Profiles

Tables
– Detailed Tables
– Subject Tables
– Ranking Tables
– Geographic Comparison Tables

Thematic Maps
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
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American Community Survey 
Learning More

• ACS Main Page

• Subject Definitions

• Guidance on Comparing 2007 Data to Other Sources

• Design and Methodology Report

• The ACS Compass Products
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American Community Survey
ACS Main Page

17
http://www.census.gov/acs/www

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/compACS.htm�


1818

American Community Survey 
Subject Definitions

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Def.htm

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Def.htm�
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American Community Survey 
Subject Definitions
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American Community Survey 
How to Use the Data

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData.htm

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData.htm�


21

American Community Survey 
Geography Notes

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/geo.htm

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/geo.htm�
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American Community Survey 
The ACS Compass Products

• Set of educational handbooks aimed at specific 
audiences

• Presentation slides on important ACS topics

• E-learning tutorial 
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American Community Survey
Similarities with Census 2000

• Same questions and many of the same basic 
statistics

• 5-year estimates will be produced for same broad 
set of geographic areas including census tracts and 
block groups
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American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

• Beginning in 2010, data for small geographic areas 
will be produced every year versus once every 10 
years

• Census 2000 data described the population and 
housing as of April 1, 2000 while ACS data describe 
a period of time and require data for 12 months, 36 
months, or 60 months
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American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

• The goal of ACS is to produce data comparable to the 
Census 2000 long form data

• These estimates will cover the same small areas as 
Census 2000 but with smaller sample sizes 

• Smaller sample sizes for 5-year ACS estimates results 
in reductions in the reliability of estimates
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2010 Census and ACS
Similarities

Nearly all the Census 2000 topics are on the 
ACS

ACS produces many of the same tables and 
characteristics as Census 2000

Same broad set of summary levels (geographic 
areas)

Same data dissemination vehicle – American 
FactFinder



ACS 5-Year Estimates
Release Restrictions

Unlike the 1- and 3-year estimates, there will 
be no 5-year population thresholds and no 
table restrictions based on reliability

Only restrictions will be to protect the 
confidentiality of the data

Margins of error will be published with all ACS 
estimates 
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ACS 5-year Estimates
Data Dissemination Plan

We plan to release 5-year estimates annually 
and disseminate all 5-year ACS data 
products through the American FactFinder

We plan to release census block group data  
only in a summary file format, accessible 
from the American FactFinder download 
center
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The 2010 Census—What Your 
Community Needs To Know
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http://2010.census.gov/2010census/index.php�


The Magnitude of the 2010 Census

309 Million People
134 Million Housing Units
236,000 Group Quarters Counted
3.8 Million People Recruited (in 2009 & 2010)
494 Local Census Offices
223,000+ Partner Organizations
10,250 Complete Count Campaigns
$400 Billion+ in Federal Funds Distributed 
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Participation Rate Feedback Program
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2010 Census Key Dates



2010 Census Data Products
Release Schedule

Planned Release
Date

Data Product

12/31/10 Apportionment Population Counts

2/11 – 3/11 Census Redistricting Summary File (P.L. 94-171 ) for 
States

5/11 Demographic Profile

6/11 – 8/11 Summary File 1 for States

12/11 – 4/12 Summary File 2 for States

12/12 American Indian and Alaska Native Summary File

1/13 Congressional District Summary File (113th Congress)



2010 Census Data Release Schedule
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Redistricting Data File

• Deliver DVD to redistricting officials in each 
state on a flow basis (2/11-3/11)

• Included:
• First race and Hispanic origin counts
• Counts for 63 race combinations
• Total population and age 18+
• Housing unit counts (occupied and vacant)

• Geography:
• States to blocks 
• Voting districts, state legislative districts, 111th

Congressional Districts, school districts



Demographic Profile—DP-1
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Population Estimates

Page 37
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In Summary….
Census, Surveys and Estimates

q2010 Census—counts people & housing units 
(early 2011)
qPopulation estimates—estimates number of 

people (city estimates-June 2010)
qAmerican Community Survey—estimates 

demographic, social, economic characteristics 
of people & housing stock (September-
December 2010)
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It’s the NEW 
American FactFinder (AFF)--

Coming in January 2011! 



Questions and Comments... 
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