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Overview

 What is the American Community Survey?
 Content

e Survey Methodology

« Data Products

e How is it different from Census 20007
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10-year Census

In Census 2000, the census used 2 forms

1.“short” form — asked for basic demographic and housing
information, such as age, sex, race, how many people lived in
the housing unit, and if the housing unit was owned or rented
by the resident

2.“long” form — collected the same information as the short form
but also collected more in-depth information such as income,
education, and language spoken at home

Only a small portion of the population (16 .5%) received
the long form.



2010 Census and
American Community Survey

« 2010 Census will focus on counting the U.S. population
 The sample data are now collected in the ACS

e Same “short form” questions on the ACS



Minimizing Confusion Among ACS
Respondents

e ACS Initial Letter

— Some households, including yours, will receive
both the American Community Survey and the
2010 Census this year. Your response to both
Is required by U.S. law. The Census Bureau is
required by U.S. law to keep your answers
confidential.



2010 Census Content

Demographic Characteristics

e ° SeX
oW\ ¢ Age
) Race

Hispanic Origin
Household Relationship
Tenure
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American Community Survey
Content
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American Community Survey
Social Characteristics

'1 Education

X ' Marital Status
AL == . Fertility

Place of Birth
Citizenship
Year of Entry

- 1+ Grandparent < Language Spoken
‘ Caregivers at Home
~ « \Veterans e Ancestry / Tribal

= o Disability Status Affiliation
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American Community Survey
Economic Characteristics

 Income

e Benefits
 Employment Status
e Occupation

e |ndustry

e Commuting to Work
e Place of Work
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American Community Survey
Housing Characteristics

-

Tenure

Occupancy & Structure
Housing Value

Taxes & Insurance
Utilities
Mortgage/Monthly Rent
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American Community Survey
Methodology

« Sample includes about 3 million addresses each year

 Three modes of data collection
— malil
— phone
— personal visit

e Data are collected continuously throughout the year
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American Community Survey
Period Estimates

 ACS estimates are period estimates, describing the
average characteristics over a specified period

o Contrast with point-in-time estimates that describe
the characteristics of an area on a specific date

 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates are being

released for geographic areas that meet specific
population thresholds
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American Community Survey
2010 Data Release Schedule

*September -- 1 year estimates for all areas
over 65,000 population

*November-- 5 year estimates for all areas
Including census tract and block

*December—3 year estimates for all areas
over 20,000 population
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American Community Survey
Data Products

Profiles
— Data Profiles
— Narrative Profiles
— Comparison Profiles
— Selected Population Profiles

Tables
— Detailed Tables
— Subject Tables
— Ranking Tables
— Geographic Comparison Tables

Thematic Maps
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
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American Community Survey
Learning More

« ACS Main Page

e Subject Definitions

« Guidance on Comparing 2007 Data to Other Sources
« Design and Methodology Report

« The ACS Compass Products
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American Community Survey

ACS Main Page
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American Community Survey
Subject Definitions
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American Community Survey
Subject Definitions

Language Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English

Language Spoken at Home — Data on language spoken at home were derived from answers
to the 2007 American Community Survey Questions 13aand 13b. These questions were
asked only of persons 5 years of age and older. Instructions mailed with the American
Community Survey questionnaire instructed respondents to mark “Yes” on Question 13aif
they sometimes or always spoke a language other than English at home, and “No” if a
language was spoken only at school — or if speaking was limited to a few expressions or
slang. For Question 13b, respondents printed the name of the non-English language they
spoke at home. If the person spoke more than one non-English language, they reported the
language spoken most often. If the language spoken most frequently could not be determined,
the respondent reported the language learned first.

Questions 13a and 13b referred to languages spoken at home in an effort to measure the
current use of languages other than English. This category excluded respondents who spoke
a language other than English exclusively outside of the home.
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American Community Survey
How to Use the Data

¢/ U.S. Census Bureau
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American Community Survey (ACS)

Census > ACS Main > How to ve Data |

Available in this Section Section Overview Quality measures
How t¢ e the Data Main itent in quality

5 oc ] rstand the atthe 5
ACS and Intercensal Population C 18

2 ihclude infor
nted in

nding of
nling

Errata

http://www.census.qov/acs/www/UseData.htm

20


http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData.htm�

American Community Survey
Geography Notes
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American Community Survey
The ACS Compass Products

o Set of educational handbooks aimed at specific
audiences

* Presentation slides on important ACS topics

e E-learning tutorial
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American Community Survey
Similarities with Census 2000

e Same questions and many of the same basic
statistics

« 5-year estimates will be produced for same broad
set of geographic areas including census tracts and
block groups
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American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

 Beginning in 2010, data for small geographic areas
will be produced every year versus once every 10
years

e Census 2000 data described the population and
housing as of April 1, 2000 while ACS data describe
a period of time and require data for 12 months, 36
months, or 60 months
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American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

 The goal of ACS is to produce data comparable to the
Census 2000 long form data

e These estimates will cover the same small areas as
Census 2000 but with smaller sample sizes

« Smaller sample sizes for 5-year ACS estimates results
In reductions in the reliability of estimates
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2010 Census and ACS

STNETTES

Nearly all the Census 2000 topics are on the
ACS

ACS produces many of the same tables and
characteristics as Census 2000

Same broad set of summary levels (geographic
areas)

Same data dissemination vehicle — American
FactFinder
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ACS 5-Year Estimates
Release Restrictions

Unlike the 1- and 3-year estimates, there will
be no 5-year population thresholds and no
table restrictions based on reliability

Only restrictions will be to protect the
confidentiality of the data

Margins of error will be published with all ACS
estimates
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ACS 5-year Estimates
Data Dissemination Plan

We plan to release 5-year estimates annually
and disseminate all 5-year ACS data
products through the American FactFinder

We plan to release census block group data
only in a summary file format, accessible
from the American FactFinder download
center
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The 2010 Census—What Your
Community Needs To Know
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The Magnitude of the 2010 Census

309 Million People

134 Million Housing Units

236,000 Group Quarters Counted

3.8 Million People Recruited (in 2009 & 2010)
494 Local Census Offices

223,000+ Partner Organizations

10,250 Complete Count Campaigns

$400 Billion+ in Federal Funds Distributed

Page 30



Participation Rate Feedback Program
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2010 Census Key Dates

January 17, 2010 — Advertising Launch

March 8-10, 2010 — Advance Letters Mailed

March 15-17, 2010 — Questionnaire Mailed

March 18-19, 2010 — Reminder Postcard Mailed

April 1, 2010 — CENSUS DAY

May 1-July 10, 2010 — Non-Response Follow-Up

December 2010 — Deliver State Population Totals to President

‘March 2011 — Complete Delivery Redistricting Data to States Cansiis

2010




2010 Census Data Products

Release Schedule

Planned Release Data Product
BEI

12/31/10 Apportionment Population Counts

2/11 — 3/11 Census Redistricting Summary File (P.L. 94-171) for
States

5/11 Demographic Profile
6/11 — 8/11 Summary File 1 for States
12/11 — 4/12 Summary File 2 for States

12/12 American Indian and Alaska Native Summary File

1/13 Congressional District Summary File (113" Congress)




2010 Census Data Release Schedule

February 2011 - March 2011 April 2011 June 2011 - August 2011
Census Redistricting Data (P.L. 94-171) National Summary File of 2010 Census Redistricting Summary File 1 {SF 1) for States:
Summary File For States: Data(P.L. 94-171): * Population counts for 63 race categories and
+ State population counts for race and Hispanic or + Population and housing unit counts for the United Hispanic or Latino
Latino categories States, regions, divisions, and American Indian, » Population counts for many detailed race and
+ State housing unit counts by occupancy status Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian Areas Hispanic or Latino categories, and American Indian
{occupied units, vacant units) and Alaska Native tribes
» Lowest Level Geography: Blocks » Selectedpopulation and housing characteristics
May 2011 « LowestLevel Geography: Blocks
| Demographic Profile: |
March2011 - February 2012 + Selected population and housing characteristics June 2011- June 2013
+ Includes Congressional Districts of the 111t
2010 Census Briefs: Congress 2010 Census Special Reports:
+ Analysis of topics including graphs and tables * Lowest Level Geography: Places / Functioning » Detailed analysis of topics including graphs, tables,
+ Topics based on 2010 Census questions Minor Civil Divisions and maps
* Similar to the Census 2000 Briefs series * Similar to the Census 2000 special Report series
* Lowest Level Geography: Largest Places

May 2012 May 2012 — December 2012

National Summary File 2 {SF2) Update: Summary Population and Housing Characteristics
c States, Report Serie
raphic areas that : as Data Tables on & anic origin,
N Indian Are sed Statistice olds, fan , i enure and
>cupation popul , and area




Redistricting Data File

e Deliver DVD to redistricting officials in each
state on a flow basis (2/11-3/11)

e |ncluded:
» First race and Hispanic origin counts
e Counts for 63 race combinations
» Total population and age 18+
* Housing unit counts (occupied and vacant)

« Geography:
e States to blocks

» Voting districts, state legislative districts, 111t
Congressional Districts, school districts



Demographic Profile—DP-1

Tahle DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Geographic Area: Denver city, Colorado

[For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber| Fercent Subject Mumbxer

Total population. ... .coveveeiiavaacsannans 554,636 100.0 |HISPAMIC OR LATING AND RACE
Total population. . .....c v rincnnmrannna 554,636
SEX AND AGE Higpanic or Latino (ofany race). .. ... ... ..... 175,704
Male . 280,207 Mexicamn . . .. ... 120 664
Fer‘nale 274 425 Puerto Rican. ... .. .. ... ... 1,632
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Total population. . . .....ccviuriaasnanacnan 554,636

In households. . ... ... . ... .. ... 541,917
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Child. . 131,799
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18 years and over. . ... ... ... 432 870
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Female. . .. .o 3T, 73
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Total households. heseaaa
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With own children under 18 ,ear:, R,
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RACE With own children under 18 _.-EBF:- .
L T = T 533,842 Fem3|nhguaehgder nghuubgndprusgnt_“__
White .. ... .. 362,180 With cwn children under 18 years ... ... ...
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Population Estimates

US CE]]SIUS Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ| Search@Census
: m; s vm\\m

Newsroom ,g} .5., &; i

You are here: Census.gov o Newsroom o Relzases  Population » Census Bureau Releases 2008 City Population Estimates

Newsroom J Releases § Multimedia Gallery § Tip Sheets J Facts for Features § Minority Links § Contact Us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 2010 ©_sHARE

Release Information

Census Bureau Releases 2009 City Population 81090

Estimates

ThH U5 Census ElerEIII tuda_-' released July 1 '||||'| fllf I||E|t||||| es t||||=|tHE: for each of the nation's
ed p oughs and villages isions, such as towns and
y are. however. the last estimates
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In Summary....
Census, Surveys and Estimates

g 2010 Census—counts people & housing units
(early 2011)

g Population estimates—estimates number of
people (city estimates-June 2010)

gAmerican Community Survey—estimates
demographic, social, economic characteristics
of people & housing stock (September-
December 2010)
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It’s the NEW
American FactFinder (AFF)--
Coming in January 2011!
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Questions and Comments...
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