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MAG Land Use Datasets 

¨ Existing Land Use 
¤ 2009 is most current complete version 
¤ 2010 review complete, final dataset is in progress 
 

¨ General Plan Land Use 
¤ 2011 is complete 
 

¨ Developments 
¤ 2011 is complete 
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¨ Step 1: assign MAG 
land use to parcels 

 
¨ Step 2: combine 

parcels based on 
shared Economic Unit 
¤ Highest numeric 

value land use code 
assigned to new 
parcel 

¤ Check for errors 

Existing Land Use 



¨ Step 3: review 
areas and land 
use classes likely 
to have problems 
¤ Problematic 

classes: 
n Developing 

areas 
n Public facilities 
n Anything else 

that’s not taxed 
 

Existing Land Use 



¨ Step 4: create 
overlays for 
ROWs (railroads, 
freeways, 
canals), arterial 
streets, water 
courses, large 
parks & 
preserves, and 
anything else that 
needs help! 

Existing Land Use 



¨ Step 5: merge 
overlays and 
parcels, and 
generalize land 
uses 

¨ Step 6: perform 
allocation to 
assign null areas 
to nearest 
neighbor 

Existing Land Use 





2011 General Plan Land Use 
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¨ 17,375 individual 
polygon features 

¨ 2,680 distinct Major 
Developments 
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19% 

By Area 

By Number of Features 
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Developments 

¨ Issues 
¤ Unknown start years 
n 41% of features lack a start year 

¤ Status changes since the downturn 



WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Jason Howard 
GIS Program Manager 

(602) 254-6300 
jhoward@azmag.gov 
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