
MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

May 27, 2015
MAG Office, Saguaro Room

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown, Chair
Mayor W. J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale, 
  Vice Chair
Vice Mayor Robin Barker, Apache Junction

# Mayor Kenneth Weise, Avondale
Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye
Mayor Les Peterson for Councilmember Mike
   Farrar, Carefree
Councilmember Dick Esser, Cave Creek

# Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler
* Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage
* Mayor Tom Rankin, Florence
* President Ruben Balderas, Fort

  McDowell Yavapai Nation
* Mayor Linda Kavanagh, Fountain Hills
* Mayor Chuck Turner, Gila Bend
* Governor Stephen Roe Lewis, Gila River

   Indian Community
# Mayor John Lewis, Gilbert

Mayor Jerry Weiers, Glendale
Mayor Georgia Lord, Goodyear

# Mayor Rebecca Jimenez, Guadalupe 

Mayor Thomas Schoaf, Litchfield Park
Mayor Christian Price, City of Maricopa
Supervisor Denny Barney, Maricopa County 
Mayor John Giles, Mesa
Vice Mayor Paul Dembow for Mayor Michael
   Collins, Paradise Valley
Mayor Cathy Carlat, Peoria 

*Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix
*Supervisor Todd House, Pinal County

Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek 
*President Delbert Ray, Salt River 

   Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
Mayor Sharon Wolcott, Surprise
Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe

*Mayor Adolfo Gamez, Tolleson
Mayor John Cook, Wickenburg

#Mr. Roc Arnett, Citizens Transportation
   Oversight Committee
Mr. Joseph La Rue, State Transportation Board
Mr. Jack Sellers, State Transportation Board

* Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
# Attended by telephone conference call. + Attended by videoconference

1. Call to Order

The meeting of the MAG Regional Council was called to order by Chair Michael LeVault at 11:33 a.m.
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2. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mr. Roc Arnett, Mayor Rebecca Jimenez, Mayor John Lewis, Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, and Mayor
Kenneth Weise joined the meeting by teleconference. 

Chair LeVault noted that hearing assisted devices were available from MAG staff. Chair LeVault
requested that members of the public who would like to comment fill out a blue public comment card
for the Call to the Audience agenda item, or a yellow public comment card for Consent Agenda items
or items on the agenda for action. Transit tickets for those who purchased a transit ticket to attend the
meeting and parking validation were available from staff.

3. Call to the Audience

Chair LeVault noted that the Call to the Audience provides an opportunity to members of the audience
who wish to speak on items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on
items on the agenda for discussion but not for action.  Citizens are requested to not exceed a three
minute time period for their comments.  A total of 15 minutes is provided for the Call to the Audience
agenda item, unless the Regional Council requests an exception to this limit.  Those wishing to comment
on agenda items posted for action will be provided the opportunity at the time the item is heard.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from Mr. Pat Vint, who stated that he has lived in the Valley
since 1952, after his military service in Korea.  He stated that a stupid boy is ruining this country and
a child is running North Korea.  Mr. Vint stated that he would need 45 minutes to state all of the
problems.  He expressed his thanks to Mayor Weiers for stopping what some of the fire departments are
pulling when they want to have response times of a couple of minutes and will require about 100,000
firemen and 50,000 fire stations.  Mr. Vint stated that the fire department will send six to eight trucks
to an incident in case something happens, which results traffic jams.  He stated that the City of Phoenix
guidelines for speaking at a council meeting: Be brief, stay on the subject, and present only new material, 
are a disgrace. Mr. Vint stated that things need to be explained numerous times and they never fix
anything. He stated that the City of Phoenix needs only half of its 14,000 employees. Mr. Vint stated that
the Open Meeting Law says that a councilmember may respond to criticism or have a matter placed on
a future agenda.  He stated that the mayor does not show up during citizen comments and he added that
Phoenix is a disaster.  Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Vint.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from the Honorable June Miller, Councilmember of the
Town of Youngtown.  Councilmember Miller expressed her appreciation to MAG for providing the
opportunity for Mayor LeVault to lead the organization and she added that she heard he had done a good
job.  Councilmember Miller stated that she knew he will do a good job on the next committee he chairs,
which is equally important.  Councilmember Miller’s comments were applauded.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from Ms. Laura Leighton, a Spanish translator for 37 years
who is now retired.  Ms. Leighton stated that she loved serving Hispanics until she came to Arizona. 
She said she has been told by Mexican nationals and radical Chicanos like Raul Grijalva that they are
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going to take back their lands and kill the gringos.  Ms. Leighton spoke about a movement called Aztlan
that plans to take over the U. S., starting with the seven southern border states.  She said that 80 percent
of the illegals here are Mexican nationals and they teach their children that they are going to wage a war
here. Chair LeVault stated that he did not feel Ms. Leighton’s comments fit MAG’s program. Ms.
Leighton stated that she had material on the border crossing card and proof that Aztlan wants to take
over the U. S. She said that on the border crossing cards, in 2008, the Bureau of Consular Affairs took
over for the Immigration and Naturalization Services to produce passport cards as a cheaper alternative
to passports and border crossing cards. Ms. Leighton stated that the Government Accounting Office
issued a report last Thursday that says that they do not fully understand the security design implications
and can allow criminals to forge their own documents and allow terrorists to enter the country. Mayor
Meck remarked that this MAG meeting was not the appropriate opportunity for Ms. Leighton’s
comments.  Ms. Leighton replied that her comments were relevant to the border crossing card and she
had material that a lot of border crossing cards are invalid.  She offered to provide copies of her
materials. Chair LeVault thanked Ms. Leighton.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from Ms. Alice Navoa.  Ms. Navoa stated that she is a U. S.
citizen of Mexican ancestry and was born and raised in Douglas, Arizona.  She expressed her opposition
to the expansion of the border crossing card. Ms. Navoa stated that when she was a child, people from
Agua Prieta would say they were going to take back their territory.  She urged looking into the nation
of Aztlan and she mentioned that there are videos on the organization posted on YouTube that show that
Mexico is planning on taking us over. Ms. Navoa requested that the border crossing card not be
expanded and she said that Mr. Kolbe did a lot of damage in 1999.  She stated that expanding the border
crossing card is dangerous.  Ms. Navoa stated that illegals sent $24 billion to Mexico last year and
Maricopa County put in $14 billion to Mexico.  She stated that on her drive to the meeting from
Douglas, she saw homeless and starving citizens while illegals are taking the jobs of U. S. citizens. 
Chair LeVault thanked Ms. Navoa. 

4. Executive Director’s Report

Mr. Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, reported on items of interest to the MAG region.  Mr.
Smith stated that more than 250 people attended the Going Places Age Friendly Conference held at the
Ina Levine Jewish Community Campus in Scottsdale on May 6, 2015.  He noted that Mayor LeVault
and Mayor Lane spoke at the event, and Mayor Wolcott accepted the Arizona Age-Friendly Award for
the City of Surprise.  Mr. Smith stated that MAG began holding the event after statewide funding ended. 
He expressed  appreciation to the Community Campus for providing a cost-effective facility for the
conference. Mr. Smith stated that the focus of the conference was how to connect the talents and
knowledge of today’s retirees with the community.

Mr. Smith stated that MAG is organizing a trade mission for elected officials and economic development
staff to Hermosillo and Guaymas, Sonora, Mexico, on June 3-5, 2015.  He noted that Alana Chavez
Langdon and Natalia Cuneo are the MAG staff contacts. Mr. Smith stated that 35 elected officials,
economic development staff, and business representatives have registered and he added that possibly
one or two additional attendees could be accommodated. 
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Mr. Smith stated that the Passing of the Gavel ceremony will take place after the Annual Regional
Council meeting on June 24, 2015, at the Phoenix Airport Marriott.  He noted that all councilmembers
have been invited via email and urged those planning to attend to RSVP.

Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Smith for his report.

5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Chair LeVault noted that agenda items #5A, #5B, #5C, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G, and #5H were on the
Consent Agenda.

Chair LeVault asked members if they had questions or requests to hear a presentation on any of the
Consent Agenda items. None were noted.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from Mr. Marvin Rochelle, who encouraged improving
paratransit and establishing a regional paratransit system.  He noted that a lot of money has been
expended to try to implement a seamless system across the Valley, but it has not happened.  Mr.
Rochelle stated that for him, a Dial-a-Ride trip to Surprise would take four different Dial-a-Rides and
a total of six hours.  Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Rochelle.

Chair LeVault recognized public comment from Mr. Vint, who expressed appreciation that the citizens
were invited to the meeting.  He commented on agenda item #5F by saying that $7.9 million is a part
of the situation.  Mr. Vint expressed appreciation for snail rail and said that it is a disaster at ground level
and impedes travel. He stated that there would be fewer problems if the rail was elevated and would
eliminate collisions.  Mr. Vint stated that a collision involving light rail that shut down Central Avenue
in Phoenix for six hours would not have occurred if the light rail was elevated, like the BART system
in California.  He said that rail transit needs to be fast and elevated.  Mr. Vint commented on agenda
item #5H and said that he hoped representatives ask questions and pay attention.  He said there would
be no cities without citizens.  Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Vint.

Mayor Tom Schoaf moved to approve Consent Agenda items #5A, #5B, #5C, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G, and
#5H.  Mayor Georgia Lord seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

5A. Approval of the April 22, 2015, Meeting Minutes

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the April 22, 2015, meeting minutes.

5B. Arterial Life Cycle Program Status Report: October 2014 Through March 2015

The Arterial Life Cycle Program Status Report provides detail about the status of projects, revenues, and
other relevant program information for the period between October 2014 and March 2015. This is the
program's twenty-first status report and second published in FY 2015.
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5C. Arterial Life Cycle Program Regional Area Road Fund Fiscal Year 2015 Closeout Process

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the proposed Fiscal Year 2015 Regional Area Road
Fund Closeout list and the necessary amendments and administrative modifications to the FY 2014-2018
MAG Transportation Improvement Program, the FY 2015 Arterial Life Cycle Program, and as
appropriate, to the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan. The Arterial Life Cycle Program (ALCP) Policies
and Procedures establish an annual closeout process to advance reimbursements programmed with funds
from the Regional Area Road Fund (RARF) half-cent sales tax allocated to arterial roads. MAG staff
has performed an analysis on the ALCP revenues and expenditures and determined that an estimated $21
million in RARF closeout funds is available this fiscal year. A call for applications was issued to the
ALCP Working Group and Street Committee in early March and four applications were received. The
proposed Fiscal Year 2015 Regional Area Road Fund Closeout list and the necessary amendments and
administrative modifications were recommended for approval on April 23, 2015, by the MAG
Transportation Review Committee, and on May 13, 2015, by the MAG Management Committee.

5D. Project Changes – Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program and to the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved amendments and administrative modifications to the
FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement Program and, as appropriate, to the 2035 Regional
Transportation Plan. The Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
and 2035 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) were approved by the MAG Regional Council on January
29, 2014.  Since then, there is a need to make project changes. Non-Arterial Life Cycle Program highway
and transit project changes are included in Table A. The requested amendments and administrative
modifications were recommended for approval on April 23, 2015, by the MAG Transportation Review
Committee, and on May 13, 2015, by the MAG Management Committee.

5E. Revision to the MAG Regional Programming Guidelines for Federal Transit Formula Funds - Preventive
Maintenance/Operating/ Complementary ADA Paratransit Service

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the revision to the MAG Regional Programming
Guidelines for Federal Transit Formula Funds to incorporate language allowing the utilization of
regionally allocated funds for Complementary ADA Paratransit Service. The MAG Regional
Programming Guidelines for Federal Transit Formula Funds was approved by the MAG Regional
Council on March 27, 2013. Section 300 of the guidelines addresses MAG Transportation Programming
Priorities. Priority three allocates preventive maintenance funds to agencies that operate transit service
using an approved formula. Since the Programming Guidelines were approved, some MAG agencies
have adjusted service that better fits their constituents' needs. Areas previously supported by fixed route
with the required Complementary Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Paratransit Service are now
serviced through alternative means (taxi vouchers). As a result, some agencies no longer have a need
for preventive maintenance at the same rate as when the program was approved. ADA Complementary
Paratransit Service is still required to be provided. The revision to the Programming Guidelines would
allow agencies to utilize the allocated funding from the preventive maintenance/operating formula
toward Complementary ADA Paratransit Service, as allowed by the Federal Transit Administration. The
revision to the MAG Regional Programming Guidelines for Federal Transit Formula Funds was
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recommended for approval on April 23, 2015, by the MAG Transportation Review Committee, and on
May 13, 2015, by the MAG Management Committee. 

5F. Programming of Pinal County Surface Transportation Program Projects in the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program and the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the Pinal County Surface Transportation Program
projects to be added to the FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement Program and 2035
Regional Transportation Plan, contingent on a finding of air quality conformity. On February 25, 2015,
the MAG Regional Council approved the Pinal County Surface Transportation Program Programming
and Evaluation Policy, and on February 27, 2015, MAG issued a call for projects. Applications were due
April 6, 2015, for an estimated $5.7 million of available funding between Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 and
FY 2019. Four applications totaling $7.9 million were received from three agencies. On April 14, 2015,
the MAG Street Committee conducted a technical review and evaluation of the project applications.
Projects have been prioritized for funding based on the technical review, program measures, and
evaluative weights. On April 17,  2015, one project was withdrawn by the project sponsor and funding
recommendations have been updated. This item was recommended for approval on April 23, 2015, by
the MAG Transportation Review Committee, and on May 13, 2015, by the MAG Management
Committee.

5G. Project Initiation Pool

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved implementation of the Project Initiation Pool. To
accelerate the initiation of MAG federally funded projects with the Arizona Department of
Transportation (ADOT) outside the Life Cycle Programs, MAG, ADOT and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) staff have developed a proposal to program a small pool of MAG federal funds
on a first-come, first-served basis to cover the initial setup fees for MAG federally funded projects. The
proposed pilot program, the Project Initiation Pool, would provide for a limited period of time each year
(October 1 through December 31),  $2,829 of federal funds with $171 of local funds per project for
member agencies to use to cover the initial setup fees for MAG federally funded projects. The funding
will begin to cover ADOT staff fees to initiate projects, kick off the development of intergovernmental
agreements, and encourage early submittal of projects to ADOT. For certification accepted agencies, this
funding may be used to cover part of ADOT staff fees for environmental  or other related reviews.
Implementation of the Project Initiation Pool was recommended for approval on April 23, 2015, by the
MAG Transportation Review Committee and on May 13, 2015, by the MAG Management Committee.

5H. Conformity Consultation

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for
an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program and 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.  The amendment and administrative modification
involve several projects, including Arterial Life Cycle Program projects.  The amendment includes
projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations.  The administrative
modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity determination. 
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6. U. S. Department of Transportation TIGER Grant Round VII - FY 2015

Mr. Nathan Pryor, MAG staff, provided a report on the Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) Round VII discretionary grant funding.  He stated that approval is being sought for
improvements to the Interstates 10/17 (“Spine”) Corridor between the Interstate 10 Stack and the Loop
101 North Stack for the urban TIGER grant application and for the SR-346 Overpass for the rural
TIGER grant application. 

Mr. Pryor stated that $500 million has been allocated nationally for TIGER grants: $400 million for
urban applications and $100 million for rural applications.  He explained that the U. S. Department of
Transportation is looking for projects that are transformative and innovative and are regionally
supported.

Mr. Pryor reviewed the timeline, which has a quick turnaround. He said that the Notice of Available
Funding was issued April 3 and projects were due to MAG April 16.  The TIGER NOFA was presented
to the MAG Regional Council on April 22, and on April 23, the MAG Transportation Review
Committee recommended approval of the Spine improvements project for the urban application and the
SR-347 Overpass for the rural application. 

Mr. Pryor stated that the MAG Management Committee concurred with the Transportation Review
Committee and recommended the Spine and SR-347 projects on May 13. Mr. Pryor stated that final
applications are due June 5.

Mr. Bob Hazlett, MAG staff, provided information on the Spine improvements project.  He spoke of
freeways and their value as assets.  Mr. Hazlett stated that since 1985, this region has expended
approximately $11 billion on the Regional Freeway System.  He stated that the biggest thing in traffic
operations oriented improvements is Active Traffic Management, which reduces the potential for crashes
when speeds and conditions change suddenly (shockwaves) and reduces congestion with such elements
as variable speed limits, lane controls, and ramp metering.  

Mr. Hazlett then explained lessons learned from Active Traffic Management that had been implemented
in Melbourne, Australia. He said they attained n additional 15 to 20 percent in capacity flows throughout
peak periods.  Shorter travel times result in delays being reduced up to 50 percent and travel reliability
is improved.

Mr. Hazlett stated that a TIGER Grant could provide for variable speed limits and wrong-way driver
detection infrastructure for Interstate 17 between the I-10 Stack and Loop 101 North Stack traffic
interchanges, provide for continuing development of bus ramp between Interstate 10/Papago and Van
Buren Street in the Stack interchange and perhaps accommodations for light rail in the future.

Mr. Bill Fay, City of Maricopa staff, provided information on the SR-347 Overpass project.  Mr. Fay
stated that since 2007, the City has been working on a project to address a network of roads and railroads
that converge in the same location in the City.  He stated that the City has applied for the TIGER grant
seven times and has been close to being awarded.  Mr. Fay noted that the Arizona Department of
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Transportation is working on this year’s application with the City and they feel with the state agency as
the applicant with the City supporting it, they stand a better chance of being awarded a grant.

Mr. Fay noted how the City of Maricopa, located about 30 miles south of Ahwatukee, has increased in
size and population.  He stated that the City has two main east/west corridors: Hunnicutt Road and the
Maricopa/Casa Grande Highway, and he added that the Union Pacific Railroad is about 50 feet south. 
Mr. Fay stated that approximately 60 trains per day pass through the City and all of this infrastructure
comes together in a 150-foot area. 

Mr. Fay reported that the SR-347 Overpass project has been a Maricopa City Council priority since
2007.  In addition to the 60 trains running on two tracks, 34,000 vehicles and 168 school buses (carrying
2,856 children) cross this intersection each day.  Mr. Fay noted that Union Pacific, which owns the right-
of-way, is considering adding two more tracks.  He stated that six fatalities have occurred in this area
in the past 20 years. Mr. Fay stated that this project began before the City joined MAG and that is the
reason $18.8 million for the project is included in the ADOT Five-Year Plan.  He noted that the project
cost is estimated at $54,000,000 and they are requesting $15,000,000 through the TIGER grant
application. Mr. Fay displayed an aerial photograph of the project area.

Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Pryor, Mr. Hazlett, and Mr. Fay for their reports and asked members if they
had questions.  

Mr. Jack Sellers stated that Active Traffic Management is one of the most exciting elements of
transportation in Arizona.  He stated that he was very encouraged by what was being proposed.  Mr.
Sellers noted that he and Mr. Joe LaRue visited the Arizona Department of Transportation Traffic
Operations Center the day before and discussed how it will play a key role in Active Traffic
Management.  He encouraged members to visit the Center.

Mayor Christian Price stated that the City would appreciate regional support for the SR-347 Overpass
project.  He noted that the project has a letter of support signed by every member of the Congressional
Delegation – Republican and Democrat.  Mayor Price stated that one of their Senators has also written
a letter of support to the Federal Highway Administration.  He added that this TIGER funding is above
the line.  Mayor Price stated that the City has been working on the SR-347 Overpass project since 2007
and has invested almost $10 million.  He expressed appreciation to the City’s partners on this project,
Ak-Chin and ADOT, and for regional support on their application.

Mr. Smith referenced the TIGER application process.  He noted that with the exception of last year,
MAG agencies were unsuccessful in individual applications, so the process was changed to submitting
regional applications for urban and rural projects.  Mr. Smith stated that this does not mean the other
projects are underserving, it just means that MAG is concentrating its support on one project for each
of the applications.  

Mr. Jack Sellers moved approval of the  Interstates 10/17 Spine Corridor Improvements project for the
urban area application and the SR-347 Overpass project for the rural area application for Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Round VII discretionary grant funding.  Mayor
Jim Lane seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
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7. Proposed Revision to the Composition of the MAG Economic Development Committee

Denise McClafferty, MAG staff, reported that the Economic Development Committee (EDC) works on
fostering economic development opportunities in the MAG region and in Arizona. She explained that
the EDC was formed in October 2010 with 12 member agency elected official members and 11 business
members.  Ms. McClafferty noted that an updated composition to include 18 member agency elected
official and 12 business members was approved by the MAG Regional Council on August 21, 2013. 

Ms. McClafferty stated that outreach of the EDC has grown in several areas, such as working with the
Maricopa Community Colleges and the Joint Technical Education Districts to provide information and
data on the workforce in the MAG region.  She said that the EDC also works very closely with the
Governor’s Office to ensure alignment between the Committee’s efforts and the State’s.  

Ms. McClafferty reported that on April 20, 2015, the MAG Executive Committee recommended
approval to increase the EDC business members by three members, which would include a
representative from the Governor’s Office, the Joint Technical Education Districts, and Maricopa
Community Colleges.  

Ms. McClafferty noted that in addition, on May 18, 2015, the MAG Executive Committee recommended
approval to adjust the composition of the EDC to allow for the seven largest cities, in addition to the
City of Phoenix as the central city, to be represented on the EDC.  Providing for the seven largest cities
to have a seat on the EDC would be similar to the composition of the Transportation Policy Committee
and would provide more flexibility to the cities. Ms. McClafferty stated that to balance the EDC
membership after adding the City of Peoria to the EDC membership, one at-large East Valley seat would
also be added.

Chair LeVault thanked Ms. McClafferty for her report and asked members if they had questions.

Mayor Cathy Carlat expressed appreciation for the expansion and that she would be happy to serve on
the EDC if this is approved.  She added that she thought the EDC provided tremendous value.

Chair LeVault noted that the EDC provides a forum where all the key constituents are at the table
discussing economic development.

Mayor Gail Barney moved approval to increase the membership of the MAG Economic Development
Committee by the following: (1) a representative from the Joint Technical Education Districts (JTEDs)
that would rotate every two years; (2) a representative from the Maricopa Community College District;
(3) a representative from the Governor's Office and (4) to allow for the seven largest cities, in addition
to the City of Phoenix as the central city, to be represented on the EDC that would add Peoria to the
EDC membership and to balance the EDC membership by adding one at-large East Valley city.  Mayor
Tom Schoaf seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
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8. Approval of the Draft FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget and the
Member Dues and Assessments

Becky Kimbrough, MAG staff, provided a report on the draft FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget. She noted that a recommendation for approval of the resolution to adopt
the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget and the Member Dues and
Assessments was being requested.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that the draft Work Program has been
presented incrementally to MAG committees from January through April.  

Ms. Kimbrough noted two updates since the presentation last month: to add a project titled, “Regional
Bus Stop ADA Compliance and Accessibility Study,” in the amount of $250,000, and to delete a project
titled, “US-60/SR-24 Superstition Vistas Transportation Framework Study,” in the amount of $300,000.
She noted that MAG transportation staff reviewed both projects and are recommending the changes. Ms.
Kimbrough added that any other changes are non-substantive, such as changes to such things as spelling.

Ms. Kimbrough stated that MAG submits its Work Program each year to the Government Finance
Officer's Association for the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award.  MAG received this award for
the 16th consecutive year for the FY 2015 Work Program.  She noted that the approved FY 2016 Work
Program will be submitted for the 17th consecutive year.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that there is a decrease
in the proposed FY 2016 budget from the current year budget of 1.08 percent.  

Chair LeVault thanked Ms. Kimbrough for her report and asked members if they had questions.

Mayor Tom Schoaf referenced the increase in MAG staff from 100 to 102 employees.  Ms. Kimbrough
stated that the two positions are for an Assistant Director and a Management Analyst I.  She said that
the two positions were included in her April report to the Regional Council.  Ms. Kimbrough noted that
the Management Analyst position would support two different divisions at MAG: to assist the one
employee who staffs the Human Resources department and to support the economic development
program.  

Mayor Schoaf expressed interest that the chart be included in the Programs in Brief document from the
beginning of budget development.  He expressed concern with the administrative function and overhead
growing while the other positions that create value stay stagnant.  Mayor Schoaf expressed that he
thought this needed more review by the Regional Council while the budget was being developed, even
though it is discussed at the Executive Committee.  He asked the reason for adding more administrative
positions but not adding worker positions.

Chair LeVault noted that the Assistant Director position emanated from the Executive Committee and
they requested that Mr. Smith look at creating that position.

Mr. Smith stated that all of the MAG employees are workers and MAG does not have managers who
just manage people, but are at their computers producing work and documents.  He noted that the
economic development program is staffed by the Administration Division.  Mr. Smith indicated that he
thought that compared to other agencies, MAG is lean in administrative positions.  He stated that the
Assistant Director discussion was to look at a transition at MAG, similar to what GPEC did.  Mr. Smith
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stated that the elected officials were concerned what is the transition plan to maintain MAG as a high-
performing organization if certain positions change.

Chair LeVault stated that MAG consistently underspends what it budgets for personnel.

Mayor Schoaf clarified he was not opposed to adding the Assistant Director position and he noted that
the Executive Committee has discussed a succession plan for years. Mayor Schoaf stated that his point
was to have more discussion at the beginning of the budget development and to not lose sight of creating
value for these dollars.  He said that he did not want to imply that managers do not work, but he wanted
to focus on the value MAG is creating and how the positions tie in.  Mayor Schoaf suggested doing this
as the budget is developed next year.  

With no further questions, Mayor Mark Mitchell moved approval of the resolution adopting the FY 2016
MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget and the Member Dues and Assessments. 
Mayor Jackie Meck seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

9. Legislative Update

Mr. Nathan Pryor, MAG staff, provided an update on legislative issues of interest. Mr. Pryor stated that
the federal surface transportation legislation, MAP-21, expires the end of May 2015.  He noted that
Congress took action last week and passed a 60-day extension.  Mr. Pryor stated that discussion of
extending the legislation further continues and he will monitor the situation.

Chair LeVault thanked Mr. Pryor for his report.  No questions from the Council were noted.

10. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Regional Council would like to have considered for discussion at
a future meeting will be requested.

No requests were noted.

11. Comments from the Council

An opportunity will be provided for Regional Council members to present a brief summary of current
events. The Regional Council is not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or take action at the meeting
on any matter in the summary, unless the specific matter is properly noticed for legal action.

Mayor Tom Schoaf, Chair of the MAG 2015 Nominating Committee, stated that the Nominating
Committee has recommended a slate for the 2015/2016 Executive Committee:  For Chair, Mayor W.
J. “Jim” Lane, City of Scottsdale; for Vice Chair, Mayor Greg Stanton, City of Phoenix; for Treasurer,
Mayor Jackie Meck, City of Buckeye; for At-Large Members, Mayor Gail Barney, Town of Queen
Creek, Mayor Mark Mitchell, City of Tempe, and Mayor Lana Mook, City of El Mirage.  Mayor Michael
LeVault, Town of Youngtown, would serve as Past Chair.  Mayor Schoaf noted that a memorandum
reporting the Nominating Committee recommendation would be sent to members soon.
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Mayor Jerry Weiers invited all agencies to attend the Public Safety Appreciation Day for all Arizona
public safety personnel at Arrowhead Towne Center from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on June 13, 2015. 
He said that the no-cost event will demonstrate to the rest of the country that Arizona supports its public
safety and law enforcement personnel.  Mayor Weiers noted that no sales or fundraising will take place
at the event, except he will allow himself to be Tased by the person who makes the highest bid.  He
noted that the bidding starts at $10,000 and proceeds will benefit the 100 Club.  He stated that the event
provides an opportunity for public safety personnel to meet with citizens. 

Chair LeVault remarked that it is important to support our first responders.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

______________________________________
Chair

____________________________________
Secretary   
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