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The blueprintfrsafety

Practitioners’ Guide to Risk and Danger in Domestic Violence

This is an abbreviated list of factors related to risk and danger in domestic violence. Most of the research is based
on violence toward women, which reflects the majority of cases coming into the criminal justice system and the
majority of research. These indicators suggest the following likely outcomes without effective intervention: the
violence will (1) probably continue, (2) escalate, and/or (3) become lethal.

® Adjust the response to each case based on the level of risk
and dangerousness.

® Each Blueprint protocol includes specific instructions for docu-
menting and responding to risk. Practitioners should also read
the related training memo and participate in the Blueprint
training on risk and danger. ® DProtect the victim from retaliation when soliciting or using

safety and risk information.

® Elicit and document the risk factors contained in this guide.
Whenever possible, talk with the victim; engage in a discussion ® Link victims with risk factors to an advocate.
about danger rather than just asking if these things have hap-

pened. Victim perceptions and interpretations are important. ® Stay alerg; the level and type of risk will likely change over

time and as circumstances change. Determining and manag-

® Communicate risk factors to other intervening ing risk is an ongoing process.

practitioners in a timely manner. L . . .. .
® A victim’s attempt to terminate the relationship is a major

® Be attentive to the factors in a given case; use experience, com- change that poses increased risk.
mon sense, and training to make judgments about the level of
danger both the offender and set of circumstances pose. ® Victims’ perceptions of high danger are typically accurate,

their perceptions of low danger are often not.

Prepared by Praxis International
www.praxisinternational.org
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