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Security, 3,853 victims were able to access emergency and transitional shelter in FY 2013.°%  S4l,
fhere were 5,681 unmel requests fior sheher®

Co-occurrence of Domestic Violence and Child Abuse

Though child protection agences and domestic violenoe service providers share the common
goal of protecting victims af violence and abuse, they have historically tried to reach that goal through
widaly diffsrent mears. These divergent approsches haee led fo a lsck of mutual undarstanding
bebween the bwo groups about the other's approach and missien.” The mission or pumese of child
prolection agencies is usually legally defined, whersas domesSic vialence providers are freer to define
themsehes outside of a formal political process. For years, the purpese of CPS in Arizona has been
“Io pratsct dhildren by imeestigating allsgations of abuses and neglect, promoting the well-being of the
child in a permanen home and coardinaling services io strengthen the family and prevent, infervene
in and treat abuse and nﬂﬁedﬂ-'l':hidrm."' The “primary purpose” of the Department of Child Safety,
fhe successor agency o CPS, s o profect children® Tao this end, the Department will “focus
equally”™ on the following:

1. Investigaie reports of abuse and neglecl.

2. Asspss promobe and support $e safety af a chid in a safe and siable famiy or other
appropriabe placernent in response by dlegaBons of abuse ar neglec.

3. Work cooperatively with w enforcement regarding reports that include crominal conduct
allegations.

4. Withowd compromising child safety, coordinale servdces 1o achéeve and maintain
permanancy an behallf of the child, streng@en Ihe Family and provide prevention, inlensenton
and reaiment services pursuant to this :hapbet

Despite differing approaches among those sesking o address the issues of child abuse and
domestic vialence, these problems are oflen co-occurming within hm:ﬂu:th Rmar:h has shavwn
#al between 10% and 20% of children witness domestic vialence every year.” Another MFIDI"II!-
aut that child abuse occurs in 30% io 60% of families where domestic viokence is also present. ™ The
averw“rﬂmn-g majarity of these children can give detaiied accounts of the violence they see and
hiear.
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e These abuses co-occur
in 30-60% of cases

e 10-20% of children
witness DV every year

e Historical lack of
cooperation



Early Identification
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presenl.™ Though thess prolooals vary in soope and level of detal, they all serve io coordinate a

cammunity inkereention in co-ocowrrence cases. An examination of thess profocols reveals that they
iy o s, * Important tor sare
Early ldentification
Several praocols incude a procedure for identifying domestic violence during the initial
sormering. ™ Idenlifying domestic vialence a1 an sarly slage & an important siep in ensuring a safe
autcame far children and nen-affending parenis.™ In many sistes, hotine operaiors. are rmilimd o O u C O I I | e S
ask the caler if he or she & aware of any domestic viclence coouring within the famiy.” Some
model pralocals ewen indude specific questions for iniial soeensers o ask ™ By identifying “red
'hp"“ or specific behaviors for inilial screeners o walch ocul for, co-occwmence cases can be mare
easily identified, even when reporters may not have a nuanced understanding of domestic viokenos.
‘Whean one or mare of thess red fisgs, which typically idenffy cosrcgve controlling behaviors, =
dentified, the initiall scresner will probe for mare information reganding domestic viclence within the
household. The initial soreener will inquire about things such as:

= [ a parent is being hil, threatened, or coerced
» The whereabouts of child(ren) during incidences
s The childjren]'s behaviars and responses due fo wilnessing domesic viokence

e * Allows caseworkers to
e T e o WO adju st their approach

o  Measures taken io minemize the impact of child{ren)'s exposune to domestic wialenca™

Mentifying the presence of domesbc wolence al an eardy stage allows caseworkers o
apprapriabely adjust their approach when working with the family, ensunng the safsty of both child
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Domestic Violence Specialists
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and adult victims. When an initial screener delermines a case does not mest criteria for child abuse
and neglect, but does find domestic viclence o be present, the screener should refer caliers fo
available resources, including the local domestic violence holline number.

Domestic Violence Specialists

The indusion of domestic viclence specalists on staff is a best practios which erables child
prolective Systems fo provide more comprehensive services. These specialists can coordinate
sarvices for families and provide resources: and ongaing training for staff.™ States hawve approached
this practice in differert ways. Some states employ domestic violence specialists dirsclly on staff,
somelimes as parl of a mulidiscplnary beam ™ Other stales have created innovative parinerships
with the local domestic violence programs {o share staff, allowing child proteclion agendes fo retain
fhese specialired amployess in an H‘ﬁintway.“ States have found ways to fund these positions in
different ways, induding the use of federal funds.™ Thess specialists can serve many purpases within
the agency. Three imporant funclions thal have been identified are cient support and advocacy,
systems change, and babterers’ compliance ™

Specialisis can prowide dient suppart and advocacy both Shrough inberaction with caseworkers, as
well @z through direct contact with famiies. Caseworkers recsive litthe domestic violencs training
under current policies, and may not be aware of all services avaiable 1o victims of domestic violenos.
Having a specialist on staff with exiensive knowledge of these services will enable caseworkers fo
develop more comprebensive, holistic case plans for their dients. Specialisis can also visit with
dients indepandenily 1o help them understand $he sarvdoss avaiable, oreate safely plans, and even
pravide support &l cowrt procesdings. By working with bath caseworkers and dients, specialists can
ensure that victims: recaive the suppor they nesd.

Specialists can also work on Systems change. In order to constantly improve not only the way
DCS responds fo cases imolving domestic vialence, but also the various systems that DCS dienks
imeract with, specialists can provide frainings for caseworkers on the more nuanced aspects aof
domestic violence. Spedalsts can also collect data and provide feedback o pericdically refine and
improve the Depariments domestic viclence pralocal, allvwing it fo adjust fo commurity nesds. The
imalverment of domestic vidlence specalsts on these cases will help o ensure that a dear and
consistent message s being delivered systemewide.

It is benefical for specialists 1o work nod only with vicims, but with the offending parent. By
ooordimating services for the perpetralor, the specialist = able 10 ersure scoountability, while at the
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e Resource for
caseworkers

e Direct service to
Survivors

 Work with perpetrators

* Training



Safe and Together™

=ame lime pramoting the safety of victims. The specialist can monilor pepefraior complance, and
maintain the data in a mammer which can laber be used o evaluate the services provided fo the
affending parent. In ciminal cases, domeslic viclence offenders are often required (o paricpate in
domestic vidlence offender freatment programs. Requiring offending parents in these cases fo
complete this ireatment is one way 1o promote accountability. Because s few as 25% of the men
rﬁmdmmwsmﬂymlﬂ:h&m having a specalist io snsure compliance & a
great rescurce.” Beyand ireatment for \"ldl!fﬂ fhe aoffending pareris ofien nead o leam o be
nuriuning parents, nol just roreviclent parents. * This type of education is something thal is typically
not addressed in offender treatment.

One amsa of concem for these specialists i confidentality. These concems requine policies 1o be
dear about the specislist’s role within $he agency. In Arinona, the a:m'lrrurum'lnn betwaen a vicim
and a persan wha qualifies as a domestic vialence viclim adwocate is prrdnged Wicthm advocaies
are, however, mandalony reporters ¥ Staies define the role and respansibllity of domesSic vialence
specialists differently, which impacts the nature of the confidential refationship between spedalist and
dient."! The axpeciaSian of confidentiality is often impertant for the rapport between advocales and
wictims. Therefore, when developing a specialist position, confidentialty must be thoroughly
contemplated.

Training

Training on domestic violence is curmently a part of the cumiculum for child prolection warkers. I s
recommended that DCS increase their training on domestic violence from the curent amourt of
training that i baing given. Alsa, it is recommended hat training on domesSic violence be expandsd
0 all warkers, including supervisors, and not just ncluded during the Core Training that workers: get
when they ame first hired. Since domestic violence ocours at such high rabes in the cases thal inberssct
with the child welfare system, iraining on domestic violence must also be ongoing in order for child
welfare staff bo stay curent on best praciices. Also, in order to fully expand krowledge on domestic
winkence and how domestic viclence inbersects with child welfare it is recommended that DCS look at
available best practice models such as Safe and Together™.

Safe and Together™

The Safe and Together Model™, developed by David Mandel and Associabes, is deslp'ncd for the:
specific pupose of promeling safely, permanency, and the welkbsing of childnen®® This model i
child cenered with a focus on the viclm parents” strengths and the pepetraiors’ patiern of sbwse. 2
The model was initially devslopad for the chid welfare sysiem, but can be ulilined by domestic
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e Evidence-based model
used in several states

e Reduces out-of-home
placements

e Model designed to
focus on non-offending
parent’s strengths



Questions?
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