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Top Urban Bike Paths

(USA Today 7/23/13)

While bike lanes are nice (when they're not blocked by double-parked cars,
that is), nothing quite puts cycling on par with driving like a
dedicated bike path.

A great path can make city cycling a truly different

experience: you can skip traffic, commune with nature and see the city
from a new angle. In some cases, paths can even get you out of town as fast
as you can pedal.

Some bike paths, naturally, stand out for truly elevating

the quality of life in their cities. The 19 we found—some of which

we've ridden ourselves—ought to be celebrated and emulated, and even built
upon and improved.
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1. Midtown Greenway—b©inneapolis

Exhibit & in why Minneapolis is considered the best
bike city in America: the Midtown Greenway, a
5.5-tnile bicycle highway through the center of
town., Following a sunken rail corridor with no
major breaks in traffic, this path is almost entirely
separate from pedestrian traffic and iz busy with
commuters vear-round. That's right: it plowed in
the winter. The Greenway is also it at night, s0ifs
functional z4/7, and has emergency call boxes,
police patrolling on bike, and even its own
suspension bridge.

Credit:
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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2. Boulder Creek Path—Boulder, Colo.

Rizing from the plains to the Rockies and bisecting
thiz mountain town from East to West, the paved,
7.5-mile Boulder Creek Path epitomizes what makes
Boulder one of the most active, outdoorsy cities in
the country. It can be a thigh-blasting mile-high
climb (followed by a thrilling descent, of course), a
commuting artery through downtown and the
university, and a leisurely ride along tranguil,
park-tuffered Boulder Creek. And everyone in
towrn, it seerms, uses it: joggers, hikers, tubers and
kawalkers, locals and tourists. The path also serves a
city where bicycles have pride of place—nearly 10
percent of commuters use bikes. It may not be az
long as many of the other paths on this list, but few,
if any, are as central to the life of the city as this
ore.

Credit: Flickr /somerandomsequence
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3. Burke-Gilman Trail —Seattle

Thiz former rail trail is a bike-obzeszed city’s pride—
and as far as urban bike paths go, arguably the
nation’s. Its paved =7 miles begin on Fuget Sound
in Morth Seattle and trace the shoreline along the
canal and up Lake WWashington all the way to the
towrn of Bothell. (A 1.5-mile gap in the Ballard
neighborhood is the “mizsing link ™) One of the
tnost heavwily ridden multi-use paths in the
country, it’s often called the “backbone” of Seattle’s
cycling infrastructure, and its flat terrain,
beautiful wiews, and plentiful accesz points invite
casual cyclists and alley cat messengers alike.

Credit: Flickr/ericnvntr
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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4. Vera Katz Eastbank Esplanade &
Springwater Trail Corridor—Portland,
Ore.

Matned the country’s best biking city by Bicycling
AMagazine in o1z, Portland boasts one of the
densest networks of dedicated bike paths,
greenways, and “bike boulewvards” around. For a
one-two punich of Portland’s best, take the Vera Kat:
Eastbank Esplanade along the WWillamette River
and syritch to the Springwater Trail Corridor. The
highlight of the 1.5-mile esplanade iz a 1,200 foot
“floating walkway”—the longest of itz kind in the
1.2, according to Portland Parks and Fec. After
leaving Portland’s heart, the path connects with
vrith the =1-mile converted rail trail that heads all
the way o the eastern suburb of Boring. On its way
there, the tree-lined path follows the meandering
Johnason Creek through wetlands, parks, a wildlife
refuge and several of the citv’s colorfil
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5. Cherry Creek Bike Path—Denver

Denver’s numerous paved bike paths extend
citywide and beyond, earning the Mile High City
annual props on Bicycling Magazine’s bike-friendly
cities list. The standout {among many) is the
iCherry Creek Path, which extends from the
confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte
Riwver in downtown, all the way to Cherry Creek
Beserwvoir 12 miles to the southeast—you can keep
going for dozens of miles in either direction if you
want, though, since it connects with other trails.
Due toits central location, smooth grading and
infrequent intersections, the path is practically a
commuter highway from Aurora and points in
between. Buf lest the h-word scare anyone, Cherry
iCreek iz aleo known for its natural beauty.

Credit: Flickr/danlong
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6. Minuteman Commuter Bikeway—
Greater Boston

&g with eversthing in Boston, function is closely
tied to history. This 10-mile rail trail roughly
tracks Paul Revere’s farmous ride Chence the name)
and connects the Greater Boston towns of
Cambridge, Lexington, Arlington and Bedford. This
multi-uze path terminates at the Alewife ‘T? station
where riders can park at the “pedal and park”
facility before hopping on mass transit.

Credit; Wikimedia Commons/ArnoldReinhold
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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Available on iTunes
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=. Lady Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail —
Austin, Texas

Although the Lance Armstrong Bikeway may speak
in name to the Texas capital’s love affair with
cycling —and its most farnous resident, recent
unpleazantness aside—it’s the Lady Bird Lake Hike
and Bike Trail that has the city’s heart. This 10-
mile trail of easy-riding crushed granite loops
around Lady Bird Lake (narmed for the late first
lady, Lady Bird Johnson) right in the center of
Austin, Popular among joggers as well as cyclists,
the trail passes alongside Barton Springs, the
aquifer-fed natural pool where Austinites love to
cool off in the summer.

Credit: Wikimedia Commons/Larry D. Moore

Click here for the story.
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8. Lakefront Trail —Chicago

Thiz pawed, 18-mile path along scenic Lake Ehore
Diriwe iz often packed with joggers, bike corrmuters
and tourists alike. 1With spectacular wiews of the
cityscape, a cyclist can go from one end of the city
to the other while awvoiding Chicago traffic and
taking in beaches, Millennium Park, and other
iconic Second City sights.

Credit: Flickr/reallyboring
Click here for the stony.

View/Leave Comments (0}

Available on Amazon
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g. Manhattan Waterfront Greenway—New
York City

The busiest bikeway in the U.2. can take you from
Inspiration Point, at the northern tip of Manhattan,
all the way to the Battery, and back around for a
z8-mile, mostly unbroken, tour of the island. Sure,
wow'll have to hit the city streets for a few miles in
Midtown and Harlem —don®t worry, there are bike
lanes—but that’s part of the charm. You can dart
back into the city at just about any point, making
the path perfect for commuting, or you can marvel
at just how much wou get to zee: the George
Washington Bridge, the Palisades, the Statue of
Libertw, the Brooklyn Bridge, and, well, just about
all of Manhattan.

Click here for the story.
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10. Willamette River Trail —Eugene, Ore.

It's no mistake that Nike's hometown has miles
upon miles of trails dedicated to running and
biking. Thiz outdoors-lowing home of the University
of Dregon iz one of two cities on thiz list to feature a
WWillamette Biver-centric path. Bunning for a
cormbined 12 miles on both sides of the river Cthere
are four crozzings), this paved path has quarter-
mile markers and gives access to parks, the
university and a mall. It'z alzo within blacks of
several of the city's famed breweries,

Credit: Mike Shaw
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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11. American River Bike Trail—
Sacramento

& paved zz-mile route from downtown Sacramento
to neighboring Falsom, this wide, multi-use path
traces the Armerican River through parks, scenic
bends, wildlife areas, and even over a functional
stnall-scale replica of the Golden Gate Bridge. With
few road crossings, flat terrain (at least on the
Sacratmento end), and mile markers, this trail iz a
fawvarite for commuters and those looking to escape
the city on a weekend ride.

Credit: Flickr /Robert Schlie Image
Click here for the stony.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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12. Schuylkill River Trail —Philadelphia

Called the best bike path in Philly by Fhiladelnhic
Weekly, the =23-mile Schuyllkill Biver Trail iz a boon
to comrmuters entering the city from Montgomery
County, residents looking for a scenic shortcut
through parts of downtown, and recreational
cyclists making a weekend escape. The path winds
unbroken, except for two short segments, all the
way to Valley Forge Mational Historical Park.

Credit: Flickr/Philly Bike Coalition
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)

Available on Amazon
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13. The Embarcadero and Golden Gate
Bridge—San Francisco

If vou've ever wondered how this famously hilly
city consistently ends up on lists of most bikeable
cities, look no further than its network of Low
ground-seeking bike lanes and paths. The city’s
most scenic bike route also follows this pattern,
tracing the shoreline along the Embarcaders for
just ower two miles—beware, this section iz only a
bike lane—before feeding into SF Bike Route z (yes,
there are numbered bike routes here) and then
eventually, the Golden Gate Bridge, the west
sidewralk of which iz for bikes only. Mot only does
this path circumscribe a generous portion of the
city, but it showcases the best of San Francisco:
you'll pass Fisherman’s Whart, the sea lions at Pier
3, and Telegraph Hill, all while taking in gorgeous
views of the bav.
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14. Mount Vernon Trail-Northern
Virginia

While not technically in the District of Columbia,
thizs 17-mile paved path starts a footbridge away
from Washington’s Theodore Roosevelt Island and
gives a panoramic view of the city’s monuments
from just across the Potomac, Before ending at
Mount Vernon, George Washington’s historic
estate, the trail grazes Beagan Wational Airport and
Arlington Mational Cemetery, and passes through
the city of Alexandria. The southern part takes
cyclists through a wooded, marshy nature
preserve, 50 riders can fill up on peace and quiet
before heading back and taking one of the
connecting paths info the capital.

Credit: Flicks /My T. in DC

Click here for the stony.
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15. Lake Monona Bike Path —Madison,
Wise.

The 13-mile paved loop around Lake Monona isn’t
separated from traffic for its entire length, but it
vill take you through downtown Madizon, one of
the most bikeable cities in the country. Because
there are relatively few hillz, you can take in the
entire lake in only an hour to an hour and a half,
during which yow’ll get plenty of wiews of the
Capitol and pass by a popular picnic spot, the
University Arbaretumm, and other pathzin
Madison’s extensive network.

Credit: Flicke/JonTllz35
Click here for the storny.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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16. Los Gatos Creek Trail—San Jose, Calif.

iCutting through the sprawl of Silicon Valley, this
1o-mile hike-and-bike path beging in the foothills of
the Santa Cruz Mountains, makes its way through
the town of Loz Gatos and ends in San Joze. Often
packed with joggers, dog walkers and the like, it
can be crowded at tirnes for cyclists—a slice of
nature in the city has its price. The trail has
regular water stations and restroorms, and will soon
contiect to the g-mile Guadalupe Biver Trail, which
stretches from downtown San Joze to San Francisco
Bay.

Credit: Ron Horii
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)
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17. The Loop/Rillito River Path—Tucson,
Ariz.

Thile not vet complete, this ambitious 55-mile
multi-uge loop around metro Tucaon will connect
gewveral existing greenways info a single continuous
path that pasges within a mile of 60 percent of the
region’s population, county administrator C.H.
Huckleberry told a local newes station. One of those
greenways, the Rillito River Path runs along both
sides of the (mostly dry) river of the same narne
and is mostly paved for its 12 miles, skirting the
Catalina Foothills in the north of the city. Well used
by cyclists, joggers and horseback riders alike, the
popular trail showcases the desert scenery in this
bike-friendly city.

redit: Flickr /detritas

Click here for the story.
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18. Marvin Braude Bike Trail —Greater Los
Angeles

The car is king in Los Angeles, but if vou want to
skip the highways and surface streets, there’s
always 22 miles of beachfront riding on the Marwin
Braude Bike Trail. It begins at Will Rogers State
Beach in the Pacific Palizades and passes through
Santa Monica, Venice and other beachside cities all
the way to Torrance—rarely out of sight of shore.

Credit: Flickr/GrahamKing
Click here for the story.

View/Leave Comments (0)

Available on Amazon
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19. Bayshore Bikeway—San Diego

How many bike paths end with a boat ride? An
atnbitious project conceived in the 19708 and only
just now nearing completion, the Bayshaore
Bikeway is a 25-mile loop encircling San Diego Bay,
the last portion of which iz a ferry connection
between Coronado and San Diego. The majority of
the palm tree-lined path iz separate from traffic—in
its current state, just under half of the bikeway
uges bike lanes on city streets—and planners hope it
may one day prove to be a faster way for many
peaple to commute between cities than the freeway.
For now, the path mostly serves recreational
[urposes.

Credit: Flickr/The City Project

Click here for the story.




REIMAGINE CLEVELAND

vie.com/67666565

Like many of its Rust Belt peers, Cleveland
is bouncing back.

Driven by new and creative ideas about
how a city can look, feel and function, and
a young generation of passionate locals
with big dreams for their neighborhood,

Cleveland is very much on the verge of a
renaissance, a new “cool” place to live and
do business.

And as we are about to see, trails, biking
and walking, is at the center of that
rejuvenation. Literally, Cleveland is riding
the bike boom all the way back to
prosperity.

H% 3


http://vimeo.com/67666565
http://vimeo.com/67666565

Phoenix Area Paths
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MAG Off-Street Bike Network

The MAG Region currently has a number of off-street path ¥
construction projects in both the current 2011-2015 Transportation — Multi-Use Path - Paved
Improvement Program (TIP) and the DRAFT 2014-2018 TIP. These - -

projects are displayed in the above map to illustrate the continuing

development of a comprehensive off-street bicycle and pedestrian
network in the MAG Region.

= = == Multi-Use Path - Unpaved
FUNDED Multi-Use Path - Paved

MARICOPA
ASSOCLATION of
GQOvERMNMENTS



Future Off-Street Projects

Glendale: New River (East Bank) Northern to Bethany Home - 2013

Glendale: Grand Canal, Loop 101 to New River - 2013

Glendale: New River North Shared Use Pathway - 2016

Mesa: Rio Salado Shared Use Pathway - Segment 3 - 2015

Mesa: Rio Salado Segment 4 - 2015

Mesa: Crosscut Connector 2015 Mesa SR-202 - Baseline to Power Gateway Path - 2015
Peoria: New River Pathway: Northern to Olive - 2014

Phoenix: Salt River: 24th St to I-10/Tempe Drain - 2012

Phoenix : Rio Salado 12' Shared Use Pathway, 32nd Street to 40th Street - 2016
Phoenix: 12' Shared Use Pathway Rio Salado Pathway - 40th Street to SR143 - 2016
Queen Creek: Queen Creek Wash Ellsworth to Chandler Heights - 2014

Queen Creek: Queen Creek Wash Ellsworth to Hawes - 2014

Scottsdale: CAP Canal and Via Linda to Sweetwater - 2012

Scottsdale: Arizona Canal 60th St - Goldwater Blvd - 2012

Scottsdale: Arizona Canal from Chaparral to Indian Bend Wash - 2014
Scottsdale : Shared Use Pathway WestWorld/Indian Bend - 2017

Scottsdale: Indian Bend Wash: Shea/92nd to Cactus/96th - 2013

Tempe: Rio Salado Shared Use Pathway I-10/Tempe Drain to Priest - 2013
Tempe: Rio Salado Shared Use Pathway - McClintock to Mesa Riverview - 2014
Tempe: El Paso Gasline - Rural Rd to Kiwanis Park - 2014

Tempe: 10' Shared Use Path on 8th Street/Creamery Branch - 2017

Youngtown: Grand And 111th to Olive and Agua Fria Parkway MUP - 2014



Future Crossing Projects

e Avondale: Agua Fria Asphalt I-10 Underpass — 2015

e Chandler: Western Canal Crossing Improvement at
UPRR 2016 Chandler SR-101 multi-use path and
bridge at Galveston Street - 2012

e Gilbert: Canal Crossings Phase Il - 2014

* Phoenix: Indian School/Grand Canal Bridge and MUP - 2014
e Scottsdale: SUP Shea Tunnel Access/124th St. - 2016

e Tempe: Balboa Dr at Price Freeway: Multi-Use Bridge — 2015
e Tempe: Bonarden Lane Railroad Crossing - 2015

e Tempe: Shared Use Path Priest Drive Underpass - 2016



Project Scope

1. Develop an overall Brand Name that would cover
ALL the off-street pathways. It should be a name
that is easily associated with this region but not
include the word “Phoenix”. Think attracting
current residents, tourism and economic
development.

2. Develop a Regional Guide for Wayfinding
Signage taking into consideration local policies;
Salt River Project rules and national standards.



3.

4,

Tasks

Refine Scope of Work

After meeting with the Bike and Ped committee

Review Best Practices and National Standards

What other comparable metropolitan region has a
comprehensive wayfinding program. What apps
supplement navigation?

Inventory Local Jurisdiction’s and SRP rules for
signage.

Develop the Wayfinding Sign Guidelines



Tasks

5. Develop a Brand Name for the Regional Off-
Street System

6. Final Report and Implementation Plan



Schedule

August 15t 10 a.m. Pre-Proposer’s Conference
August 22"d Deadline for written questions
August 29th Answers posted to MAG website
September 5" 10 a.m. Proposals Due
September 19t 10 a.m. Evaluation Team meets
September 26" 10 a.m. Consultant Interviews
October 15t 1:30 p.m. Bike/Ped Committee
November 61"  12:00 p.m. Management Comm.
November 18" 12:00 p.m. Executive Committee




Questions???

Maureen DeCindis
Project Manager
mdecindis@azmag.gov



mailto:mdecindis@azmag.gov
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