FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM
INFRASTRUCTURE APPLICATION

1. How much funding is available for infrastructure projects/programs per year?
There is a total of approximately $4,400,000 million of Transportation Alternatives Program
funding available per year. There is a set aside of $400,000 for non-infrastructure projects, which
leaves approximately $4,000,000 per year (FY 2015, 2016, and 2017) available for infrastructure

projects.

2. What are the deadlines for obligation?
For non-CA agencies, once the project has been established in the TIP the project initiation and
JPA processes can begin.
e Projects awarded funds in FY2015 will need to submit their construction obligation packet
and have a signed JPA between October 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015.
e Projects awarded funds in FY2016 will need to submit their construction obligation packet
with a signed JPA between October 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.
e Projects awarded funds in FY2017 will need to submit their construction obligation packet
with a signed JPA between October 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017.

3. Can we apply for design funding through the TA call for projects?
No. The TA funds will be programmed for the construction phase only; lead agencies will use
local funds to commit to the design of the project. Federally funded design phases takes
approximately between 2-3 years for completion before construction. FY2015 is the first year of
available for funding. Design will need to start immediately after project is selected in order to
achieve the obligation of the construction phase in FY2015. Design needs to follow the FHWA
project development process in order for the construction phase to be eligible for federal funds.

4. Once awarded, can | receive the funds up-front for the project/program?
The Transportation Alternatives program (infrastructure and non-infrastructure) is a
reimbursement program — not a “cash-up-front” program. All projects are required to follow the
federal process that is administered by ADOT. Some agencies in the MAG region are certified
accepted to administer federal aid projects (Phoenix, Mesa, Tempe, Maricopa County,
Scottsdale, and Chandler) and follow the federal process in coordination with ADOT for required
clearances.

5. What is the local match required?
TA projects require a 5.7% local match. The match is required prior to authorization for
construction.

6. Can local funds spent on design and utility/environmental/row clearances be used for the 5.7%
local match for construction?
a. Can you specifically note the process?
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To use local expenditures as a match for the construction phase, the request has to be
submitted to ADOT and authorization given from FHWA prior to undertaking the activity. The
amount of local expenditures that can be used as a match cannot exceed the amount of local
match to the construction phase.

7. What is the ADOT review fee required for infrastructure projects?
ADOT requires a $2,000 review fee for non-infrastructure projects. For infrastructure projects,
the design review fees have not been finalized. Please contact Patrick Stone, ADOT Local Public
Agency Program Manager, for more information: pstone@azdot.gov or 602-712-4428.

8. What are there reporting requirements?
It is highly encouraged to continue the reporting requirements for SRTS projects. Please refer to
the National Center for Safe Routes to School for more information about the past and current
data collection efforts: http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central.

9. Who is required to sign the applications?
The local jurisdiction contact who is the lead on the project, the local school contact who will be
administering the project, and the school district administrator.

10. Can a school directly apply for funding?
MAG is asking that MAG member agencies are the lead applicants and deliver the projects due to
their experience and understanding of the federal requirements that ADOT implements.
However, through the application process, it is required that the lead school administrators sign
the project application. This reinforces the partnership between the MAG member agencies and
the school.

11. How will | know my application is complete?
Upon receiving the application, MAG staff will review submitted applications for required
information. MAG staff will complete an application receipt indicating the date and time it was
received, and if any required elements are missing, these will be noted in the application receipt.
The sponsoring agency will have a due date and time to submit the missing elements.

12. Can | turn in the application prior to the due date for a review for completeness?
Yes. MAG will still issue a receipt for the application. MAG staff will review your application and
can work with you to help you make your application clearer.

13. Where can projects be located?
For infrastructure projects, public funds must be spent on projects within the public right of way.
This may include projects on private land that have public access easements. Public property
includes lands that are owned by a public entity, including those lands owned by public school
districts.

For projects on private land, there must be a written legal easement or other written legally
binding agreement that ensures public access to the project. There must be an easement filed of
record, which specifies the minimum length of time for the agreement to maximize the public
investment in the project. The project agreement should clearly state in writing:

September 2013



e The purpose of the project.

e The minimum timeframe for the easement or lease.

e The duties and responsibilities of the parties involved.

e How the property will be used and maintained in the future.

The project must remain open for general public access for the use for which the funds were
intended for the timeframe specified in the easement or lease. The public access should be
comparable to the nature and magnitude of the investment of public funds.

Reversionary clauses may be appropriate in some instances. These clauses would assure that if
the property is no longer needed for the purpose for which it was acquired, it would revert to the
original owner.

14. Can we utilize the MAG Design Assistance on-call list for the design portion of these projects?
No. The MAG Design Assistance on-call list is only up to 15% design. The local agency would still
have to go through their own process to select a design consultant to continue.

15. Will MAG be starting an on-call for 100% Design?
No. As we have learned, the process to utilize an on-call for 100% Design would be a program
that is exactly like the ADOT one. Please contact ADOT if you would like to learn more about
their on-call list for Design, Patrick Stone, ADOT Local Public Agency Program Manager:
pstone@azdot.gov or 602-712-4428.

16. What is the process for utilizing the ADOT on-call for design?
a. If the ADOT on-call list is used for design, who manages the design, the local agency or
ADOT?
The local agency is still the project lead; ADOT provides the on-call to assist the locals in
project design and development.

17. Can | submit a project if it is out of the non-attainment area?
Yes. These funds can be used throughout the MAG Planning Area.

18. If agencies are submitting multiple projects, should they rank their projects on their local
priority?
We ask that you do not rank your projects as the Transportation Alternatives program has region
wide goals and objectives. Projects submitted will be evaluated on best meeting those goals and
objectives.

19. For Question #12 on Part B, can school bus stops be included?
Yes, please note the location of the school bus stop and the school(s) it serves.
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