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Sustainable Transportation 
Two Words, Many Interpretations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation was identified early on as a key to achieving sustainability. A region’s transportation network is instrumental in bolstering its economy, preserving its natural environment, and supporting social equity. Like other aspects of sustainability, transportation strategies must be integrated with other strategies—such as land use—to be successfully implemented. 

Sustainable Transportation means many different things to different people in different places. One purpose of this study is to work with you to define sustainable transportation for this region—recognizing that there is no one size fits all approach.

Our approach will be to describe models from other places that have proven successful as OPTIONS to spark discussion. We will also identify policies and tools that peer-reviewed research has shown to increase transit ridership, support walking and bicycling, and spur development around transit.



Introducing the Project 

1. Study Progress and 
Milestones 
• Completed Work 
• Next Up/Key 

components  
 

2. Next Steps 
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Research & Analysis 



Completed 
 

• Best Practices Research 
 

• Stakeholder Group Meetings 1-4 
 

• ULI Public Panel #1 
 

• Regional Market Analysis 
 

• HCT Corridor Analysis 
 





Findings: Sustainable Transportation 
Scan 

Eight factors for Sustainable Transportation 
Performance 

• Neighborhood Street Network 
• Housing and Employment Density   
• Mixed-Use Neighborhoods   
• Regional Accessibility  (esp. job centrality & concentration) 
• Frequent/Convenient Transit Service   
• Demand Management/Incentives   
• TOD (including mixed income housing)   
• Demographics 

 



Findings: ULI Focus Group 

• Infill obstacles: land assemblage, parking, overzoning 
in Phoenix, higher-risk than fringe development 
 

• Interest in bus options: branding, productive routes, 
frequent and reliable service 
 

• “We can plan all we want. The market will dictate 
where development goes.” 

 
 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 cities need infill-focused staff like Phoenix used to have, region needs infill-focused developers



Findings: ULI Focus Group 

• “The region needs to take a hard look at rubber 
tire transit options.” 
 

• “Four and five story infill development will work 
along bus rapid transit corridors just as well as 
it will work along light rail corridors.” 
 

• “If you want to build higher density urban infill 
in this region you’re going to have to change 
the way government thinks. All of the 
incentives today are in place to encourage 
growth on the urban fringe.” 
 

 



Observations based on Project 
Progress & Stakeholder Input 
• Mobility solutions are needed throughout the region, 

but limited parts of the region can support TOD and 
HCT in the near term 
 

• Sustainability depends on  
• productive investments; and  
• responsiveness to the needs of people and businesses 

 
• Enthusiasm for transit orientation and investment in 

the region 
 

• One size won’t fit all  
 

• Future federal funding levels are uncertain 



Key Study 
Components 
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Strategy 
 
Recommended 
policies, 
programs, 
investments, 
and pathways 

Research  
& Analysis 

Scenario 
Modeling 

Policy Goal 
Development 

Regional 
Mobility 
Priorities: 
Policies 

Ongoing October 2011 April/June 2012 

Potential Mobility Priorities 
 
• Establish a frequent transit network 

 
• Provide walk access to transit for X% of 

region’s population 
 

• Expand scheduled transit service to cover 
X% of the region’s area 
 

• Achieve transit productivity 
 

• Provide HCT access to X% of region’s jobs 
 

• Increase transit’s appeal 
 

• Improve services for the transit dependent 

Key Study Components 
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Scenario Modeling 
 
• Provide walk access 

to HCT for X% of 
region’s population 
 

• Achieve transit 
productivity as 
measured by cost 
per seat mile and 
farebox recovery 
 

• Provide HCT access 
to X% of region’s 
jobs 

Key Study Components 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population 8 million (double current population)
Each scenario based on unique assumptions for development trends, regulatory environments, cost, etc.

Base Case
Scenario 1 – Transit Ready Corridors
Scenario 2 – Transit Supply 
Scenario 3 – Transit Productivity
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Policy 
Development 
 
• Establish a frequent 

transit network 
 

• Expand scheduled 
transit service 
 

• Increase transit’s 
appeal 
 

• Improve services for 
the transit dependent 

Key Study Components 
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Next Steps: Key Components 
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Strategy 
 
Recommended policies, 
programs, investments, 

and pathways 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tools to enable local selection of objectives and strategies, and to coordinate progression of investments and services.  Pathways address three aspects of land use + transportation integration�
Cities: Zoning regulations, pedestrian and bicycle improvements, station area design�
Region: Transit investments and services, multi-modal connectivity 

Private Sector Response: Development and revitalization consistent with transit-supportive standards




Next Steps 



What’s Next? 

• Transit Corridor Evaluation Report to Stakeholders 
 

• Mobility Priorities 
 

• Scenario Modeling and Reporting 
 

• ULI Panel #2 (February 2012, date TBD) 
 

• Stakeholders Meeting #5 (February 2012, date TBD) 
 

• Study Documents: 
• ULI Panel #1 Summary 
• HCT Readiness Analysis 
• Market Reports 
• Working Paper #1 

 
 
 
 



www.bqaz.org 
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