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Thank you Mr. Chairman, and members of the TPC. I’m here today to tell you about the input received during the Mid Phase Input Opportunity. This was input received during the Mid Phase opportunity on the 20014-2018 Draft TIP and 2035 RTP. The Mid Phase is summarized in the Mid Phase Report, of which the committee should have a copy. 



Four-Phase Process 

 Early Phase 

Mid Phase 
 Final Phase 
 Continuous Involvement 
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Presentation Notes
MAG has an adopted four-phase public involvement process – early phase, mid phase, final phase and continuous involvement. This Mid Phase provides residents with their opportunity to provide input into draft plans and programs before MAG policy committees take action.  



Input Opportunities 
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During the mid phase, MAG received public comment at its policy committees, as well as at small and large group presentations, a public meeting and via web and telephone correspondence. 

For the public meeting, approximately 3,000 postcards like this one were distributed to solicit input on the updated TIP and Plan. In addition, MAG placed display advertisements in the Arizona Republic, Arizona Informant and Prensa Hispana newspapers.



Summary of Questions/Comments 

 Real people need to be answering the phone at the 
customer service center for transit, not an automated 
system.  

 There needs to be a regional transportation system for 
people with disabilities and the visually impaired.  

 The connection from Loop 202 to Interstate 10, currently 
being considered at 51st Avenue or 55th Avenue, needs to 
continue west of Loop 303 in order to rid the area of 
pollution. 

 The MAG plans should concentrate on adding density to 
the regional transportation system and move toward 
transit and light rail, and away from sprawl.  

 Light rail needs to go past Dunlap. It needs to go to Bell 
Road or Union Hills. 

 We need to have more frequency of rides in the transit 
system. 

 Reliability and safety on the transit system needs to be 
improved.  
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Presentation Notes
A summary of questions/comments we received during the Mid Phase are on this slide. An entire list of comments received and responses provided are in Section II of the report.

▸	We need to do more to stop the air quality problem in Maricopa County. 
▸	I think more transit is better for moving people around versus using ITS to move people around after accidents. 
▸	Real people need to be answering the phone at the customer service center for transit, not an automated system. 
▸	There needs to be a regional transportation system for people with disabilities and the visually impaired. 
▸	The connection from Loop 202 to Interstate 10, currently being considered at 51st Avenue or 55th Avenue, needs to continue west of Loop 303 in order to rid the area of pollution.
▸	The MAG plans should concentrate on adding density to the regional transportation system and move toward transit and light rail, and away from sprawl. 
▸	There should be development on the abandoned golf course down in Ahwatukee and try to keep people down in that part of the county.
▸	I suggest legs from the Highway 30 up to I-10 – avoiding bisecting Tolleson or Avondale – but different legs coming into west Phoenix, which would open up more economic development opportunities in Laveen and in west Phoenix. 
▸	Despite how big the transit map from the bus book is, there's nothing indicating anything about the circulator buses. Those routes should be on the map.
▸	Light rail needs to go past Dunlap. It needs to go to Bell Road or Union Hills.
▸	We need to create sustainable transportation systems with more frequent bus trips and get people out of their cars. 
▸	We need to increase public transportation for people with disabilities and instruct the drivers to be sensitive to the needs of people with disabilities. 
▸	 I would encourage MAG to work with Valley Metro to make sure that with increases in transit service we don't have decreases simultaneously. 
▸	We need to have more frequency of rides in the transit system.
▸	Reliability and safety on the transit system needs to be improved. The old articulated buses need to go. They are not safe and use too much gas. We need reliable and safe equipment that is environmentally friendly. 
▸	The light rail stopping at Dunlap makes no sense. It needs to either go to Metrocenter or farther to Bell Road. 
▸	Do you have to bring information about your disability to your appointment at the transit center to get a reduced fare card? 
▸	If people try to pay a reduced fare, and don’t have a reduced fare card, are drivers supposed to kick people off the bus? 
▸	Will the north extension of light rail go over the freeway?



Mid Phase Input 
Opportunity 

Contact: 

Jason Stephens, MAG  

(602) 452-5004 

jstephens@azmag.gov  
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Mr. Chairman, that concludes my presentation. This item is slated for information and discussion. I’d be happy to take any questions. 
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