
 Water/Sewer Working Group Meeting 
Meeting Notes 

October 18, 2011 
 
Opening: 
A meeting of the Specifications and Details Water/Sewer Working Group was called to order by 
acting chair Scott Zipprich on October 18, 2011 at 1:40 p.m. in the MAG Cholla Room. 
 
1. Participants 
Mark Ivanich (Glendale), Bill Romo (Ferguson), Matt Savage (Ferguson), Gordon Tyus 
(MAG), Scott Zipprich (Buckeye) 
 
2. Manhole Frames and Covers (Case 11-13) 
Scott Zipprich said based on feedback during the last MAG committee meeting, he thought their 
was no need to create a separate detail just for bolt-down covers. He said intended to update the 
Pressure Manhole Frame and Cover Details, and introduce them as a new case in January. He 
handed out draft details 523-1 (24”) and 523-2 (30”) Pressure Manhole Frame and Covers. 
Gordon Tyus said he finished updating the manhole frame and cover details that were approved 
at the last meeting. 
 
3. Wet Barrel Fire Hydrant Spec and Detail Update 
This is currently Case 11-14 at the committee. Scott Zipprich handed out revised details 360-1 
(Dry Barrel) 360-2 (Wet Barrel) and 360-3 (Hydrant Details) to the work group. He said that 
Jim Badowich is reviewing them. Mark Ivanich asked about the concrete pad. Bill Romo said 
manufacturers specify its use. (It helps shear the hydrant when hit.) For wet-barrel hydrants the 
pad must be at the check valve. Mr. Tyus said plan view on 360-3 may be more appropriate on 
existing 362. Mr. Zipprich agreed that 362 also should be reviewed; an example was the 
maximum 6’ clearance zone. Mr. Ivanich said that maximum came from the Glendale Fire 
Department, who cut and repair hoses down to six feet in length. Mr. Tyus suggested preparing 
a package specifically for agency fire departments to get their feedback on the details. There 
was also discussion about the use of the adjustable Gradelock, thrust blocks and restraint 
systems. 
 
4. Pre-Cast Manhole Bases 
Scott Zipprich handed out sample details for precast manhole bases. He said they had 
researched different companies, and was planning to visit Old Castle. The draft details were 
developed by Buckeye to allow pre-cast bases as an option. He said a problem with how they 
are currently locally manufactured is they bore holes to make room for the connections, which 
exposes steel, and could lead to rapid deterioration. Mr. Zipprich wants a flexible connected and 
gasket. Mark Ivanich said that Glendale requires submittals to use pre-cast bases, and suggested 
rather than adding generic details, the written specifications could be updated. 
 
5. Manhole Detail Updates 
Gordon Tyus noted that Jim Badowich was planning to make updates to the manhole details, 
and it would make sense to update the specifications at the same time. Scott Zipprich said the 
manholes needed to remove brick (other than for repairs) and the steps. There was also 



discussion on adding steel to the base of manholes 12’-16’ deep, and requiring designs for 
deeper installations. Mark Ivanich said they chip-out the concrete when taping into a manhole, 
and wanted to make sure that any bases not have steel within the area needed to add lines. Mr. 
Tyus asked if the brick manhole details could be completely removed, and have any necessary 
requirements on them updated on the precast manhole details. Mark Ivanich said that Glendale 
doesn’t allow 24” manhole frame and covers. They require 30” frames and 5’ manholes, and 
suggested MAG may want to move in this direction. Those present agreed that 24” manhole 
frame and covers really were too small for people to get in and out, especially with a ladder and 
equipment, although the 24” manhole frame and cover details may need to remain in the book 
for maintenance of existing manholes. 
 
6. Other Specifications 
Mr. Zipprich reviewed and summarized the progress in other areas based on the previous 
meeting’s notes. There was a short discussion on the difficulties with fiberglass pipe in 
installations in Phoenix, Glendale and Buckeye. Members also discussed creating new 
adjustment details designed for the street construction contractor.  
 
7. Next Meeting Date 
Members agreed to tentatively schedule the next meeting on Tuesday, November 15th at 1:30 at 
the MAG office.  
 
 


