
 Water/Sewer Working Group Meeting 
Meeting Notes 

September 20, 2011 
 
Opening: 
A meeting of the Specifications and Details Water/Sewer Working Group was called to order by 
chair Jim Badowich on September 20, 2011 at 1:35 p.m. in the MAG Agave Room. 
 
1. Participants 
Jim Badowich (Avondale), Rita Chihanik (Neenah), Jami Erickson (Phoenix), Peter Kandaris 
(SRP), Paul Nebeker (Pipe Right Now), Matt Savage (Ferguson), Craig Sharp (W. C. Scoutten), 
Gordon Tyus (MAG), Scott Zipprich (Buckeye) 
 
2. Manhole Spec and Detail Updates 
Mr. Badowich asked Mr. Sharp if he had researched specifications of precast bases used in 
California. Mr. Sharp said he has some details that they are modifying. Although they didn’t 
have written specifications, the details refer to ASTM specs. Mr. Zipprich said the local pre-
caster Jensen and Olson have been more reluctant to the changes. They are hoping that Old 
Castle may help break the mold. He said he wants a flexible joint for clay pipe, however 
currently they are dry cast and cored leaving exposed rebar. Mr. Zipprich said he doesn’t want 
the exposed steel, and wants a sound design before proposing it to the committee. He suspects 
that resistance from local manufacturers may be because they currently do more work by doing 
the cast in place bases. 
 
Advantages of the precast base included quicker installation and holding just one party (the 
contractor) responsible. There was also discussion about the trench length getting more 
restrictive (Maricopa County is down to 600 feet.)  It was agreed that the precast base would 
remain an option, and may need to outline the options and requirements in written 
specifications. Mr. Zipprich also discussed methods of installing manholes over existing pipe. 
 
Jim Badowich said the manhole details, such as 420, need to be updated to get rid of the brick 
and steps, and reinforce the base. Members agreed that for manholes 12’-20’ deep steel should 
be added (for example #4 @ 12” on center). For manholes 20’ or deeper the manhole should be 
designed by an engineer. Peter Kandaris said the concrete used for cast-in-place bases should be 
considered structural, and use MAG ‘A’ with a cure time of 7 days. Since the bases typically are 
not allowed that long to cure, the engineer should specify what mix should be used to allow less 
cure time such as accelerator, more concrete, high-early, etc. in order to get performance 
requirements necessary. He said the group should also work with the Materials Working Group 
to update specs for the testing of AB. 
 
3. Manhole Frames and Covers (Case 11-13) 
Rita Chihanik brought in revised details of the manhole frames and covers. At the committee 
meeting it was recommended to keep the current frame thickness rather than the thinner version 
proposed at the previous working group meeting. Mr. Zipprich discussed what minimum 
thickness were needed for the 24” and 30” frames and covers, and also asked Ms. Chihanik to 
check on the minimum weights of the frames and covers. She said that the current MAG detail 



drawings are based on class 30 cast iron rather than class 35, which everyone is using. Local 
suppliers include Nenah, Deter, East Jordan and South Bay. Mr. Tyus suggested that in order 
for the committee to feel comfortable with the changes, the details should match the product 
agencies have been receiving. Mr. Zipprich described changes needed to the details including 
deleting some dimensions, adding minimum thickness, and adjusting the note. He also 
suggested adding a detail to show the raised circles and/or bumps. Ms. Chihanik will work on 
modifying the detail drawings and send them to Mr. Zipprich, Mr. Badowich and Mr. Tyus for 
review, with the goal of having the final version ready for the next agenda packet that will be 
mailed out on next Wednesday. 
 
4. Wet Barrel Fire Hydrant Spec and Detail Update 
This is currently Case 11-14 at the committee. Paul Nebeker introduced Matt Savage of 
Ferguson, who passed out information on Gradelocks, a type of offset that makes it easier to 
adjust and make the connection of the water line to the fire hydrants. He explained that the 
connections are restrained. Mr. Sharp agreed to include this as an option on the revised hydrant 
details they are working on. Ms. Erickson asked for a copy of the latest detail so they can 
forward it to their fire department. She also asked if bollards could be added since Phoenix has a 
supplement for it. 
 
5. Other Water/Sewer Cases 
Jami Erickson said she was approached by fiberglass pipe manufacturers to sponsor a case to 
add it to MAG, but that Phoenix was unwilling to do so based on some prior experiences with 
the material. The flexibility of fiberglass pipe was discussed, as well as grouting it in place. 
Phoenix used a slurry seal around it similar to Syd Anderson’s Case 11-21: Special Bedding 
Mainline Storm Sewer Pipe. Mr. Kandaris said he was interested in industry’s opposition to this 
(Case 11-21) proposal. 
 
6. Specs and Details Detectable Warnings Revisions (Case 11-19) 
Peter Kandaris updated the detectable warnings section to include ADA related language, and 
remove concrete-specific performance information. The thought was to make the ADA changes 
first, while still allowing the agencies to specify the type of material they wished to use. A new 
case with performance specifications for alternate materials could be proposed in the future. 
 
7. Next Meeting Date 
Members agreed to meet again on Tuesday, October 18th at 1:30 at the MAG office. Mr. Tyus 
said he would try to again reserve the Agave room. 
 
 
 


