Title VI and
Environmental Justice

> = ?;ﬁw\;; [i
Tanea ) ALGRED v R
4 g Rr i

MARICOPA Tuesday, November 3, 2009

ASSOCIATION of
GOVERNMVMENTS

. Federal Certification Review r,

VIARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNIVIENTS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
MAG recognizes the significance of transportation to all residents of the region and the importance of Title VI/Environmental Justice considerations in the transportation planning process. MAG incorporates these considerations through a variety of methods. 
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= Environmental
Justice Analysis

e Freeways/highways
e Transit
e Arterial streets
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the development of the Regional Transportation Plan, an environmental justice analysis was prepared. 

Each of the three major components of the Plan (freeways, transit and arterial streets) was addressed in this analysis to assess the distribution of benefits of projects included within the Plan.  






b

JALN  Title VIZEJ Process

ASSOCIATION of
GOVERNMENTS

= Populations
considered:

e Minority

e LOow Income

e Aged/elderly

e Mobility disability

e Female head of
household
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Five population types were included in the analysis: minority, low income, elderly, mobility disability, and female head of household populations.  
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s Factors analyzed:

e Distribution of
transportation benefits
to Communities of
Concern.

e Proximity of census
tracts to RTP
transportation
Improvements.

e Access to improvements
generally the same as
the population as a
whole.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the factors analyzed in the Regional Transportation Plan – 

Distribution of transportation benefits to communities of concern.
Proximity of census tracts to transportation improvements in the Plan.
Whether access to improvements are generally the same for these communities as to the population as a whole.
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= RTP Increased
regional funding to
transit from two
percent under Prop
300 to 33 percent of
sales tax revenues
under Prop 400.

Conclusion:
RTP provides equal benefits to communities

of concern as to the general population.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

So as Dennis & Eric alluded to during the overview yesterday, an important outcome from the extensive public input received is seen in the huge proportional increase in transit funding.  Under Proposition 300 passed in 1985, only 2 percent of the sales tax funding was allocated to transit. Under Proposition 400 regional funding to transit increased to 33 percent of the total funding. 

The environmental justice analysis concluded that the Regional Transportation Plan provides approximately equal benefits to the communities of concern as it does to the general population.

(Don’t read : Freeways – same	Transit – better 	Arterials – a little worse)
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m Assoclates

e African American
Outreach

e Hispanic Outreach

e Native American
Outreach

e Disability Outreach
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also critical to the public support of the Plan was the extensive community outreach conducted. During the development of the Regional Transportation Plan in 2001, MAG contracted with Community Outreach Associates to the African-American, Hispanic, Native American and disability communities in order to solicit input into the development of the plan. The objective of these associates was to engage Title VI and disadvantaged populations.

The associates developed extensive mail lists of key influencers in these communities, participated in special events, and made small and large group presentations. The feedback received was communicated back to the decision makers and was critical in helping the TPC and Regional Council develop a multimodal transportation plan that was part of the successful passage of Proposition 400. 
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= 16 Focus Groups

e 14 geographically
targeted groups.

e African American
population.

e Hispanic population.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Among the 350 input opportunities that took place during the development of the Regional Transportation Plan were 16 focus groups. These groups included 14 geographically specific focus groups as well as targeted outreach to the African American and Hispanic minority populations.
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= Community
Outreach Specialist
e Maintains mail lists.

e Works within
community.

e Works with Spanish
media.

e Provides translation of
MAG documents.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2002, MAG moved from having 4 separate outreach associates to having one full-time Community Outreach Specialist that consolidated the minority outreach efforts, while maintaining the disability outreach associate.

The relationships that were forged during the development of the Plan have been maintained, and the stakeholder lists are continually updated as part of MAG’s public involvement database.  The community outreach specialist works within the community to provide information outreach, and he works closely with the Spanish language media to help us reach Title VI populations through widespread media coverage.

As we noted earlier, press releases, newsletters and transportation related communications are translated into Spanish, which are sent to the community and the media and posted on the MAG Spanish Web page.
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= Disability Outreach
Associate

e Works closely with
transit-dependent
populations.

e Provides materials in
alternative formats as
requested.

= Braille
= Large Print
= Audio
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Disability Outreach Associate works very closely with disability groups, which often consist of transit-dependent populations.
She engages the disability community through a variety of means, including attending special events within the community, making small and large group presentations and connecting individually with members of the community. The associate also provides materials in alternative formats as requested, which can include Braille, large print and audio formats.
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= Information compiled
INn Input Opportunity
Reports.

= Presentations
conducted jointly with
Valley Metro.

e Help participants learn
to utilize transit

system.
e Provide information on
ADA eligibility.
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Presentation Notes
The associate also distributes information and gathers input. The input is included in the input opportunity reports that are distributed to the MAG Management Committee, TPC and Regional Council for review and consideration prior to action. 

Because the disability community is an underserved community, and because it relies heavily on transit, nearly all input opportunities that the associate conducts include a representative from Valley Metro. 

The associate, MAG staff and a Valley Metro representative work together to provide as much support and information to the community as possible. This includes helping members of the community learn how to navigate the transit system, including where and how to purchase ADA eligibility cards, how to communicate with the transit operator to ensure a successful ride, and how to best utilize Valley Metro’s online trip planner. In some cases, Valley Metro will return to the site of the presentation with a bus. Riding the bus can be an intimidating experience for people with disabilities. This allows people from the disability community an opportunity to learn about all aspects of the bus in a controlled environment. 

Special arrangements can also be made for groups of people within the disability community to ride the rail with a Valley Metro representative. This is also an opportunity for people with disabilities to ride with a transit representative without the intimidation of riding alone. 



wamicopa DIsabil |ty Outreach

ASSOCIATION of

GOVERNMENTS

Arizona Bridge to Independent Living
United Cerebral Palsy of Central Arizona
Foundation for Blind Children
Traumatic brain injury support groups
Red Mountain Senior Center

STAR (Staying Together and Recover)
Stroke survivors support groups
Centro Esperanza

Recovery Innovations of Arizona
Choices

Heatherbrae

Myositis support groups

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Mesa Host Lions Club

Self Advocacy Coalition

Behavioral Health Consumers in Action
Low Vision Support Group
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Presentation Notes
Just .
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just to give you one final image demonstrating the effectiveness of our disability outreach, the American Federation of the Blind of Arizona formally endorsed the RTP and went down to the capitol every day for weeks to speak out in favor of HB 2456 to place the extension of the half cent sales tax on the ballot.  When Governor Napolitano signed that bill in a ceremony at MAG, members of the community were present.
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For more information contact:
Kelly Taft, MAG
ktaft@mag.maricopa.qov
(602) 452-5020

Jason Stephens, MAG

AA Istephens@mag.maricopa.gov
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we would like to call our Human Services Manager Amy St Peter up to discuss how we engage Title VI populations throughout the region in accessing transportation services.
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