
Regional 
Transportation Plan

Let’s Keep Moving!



Significance of Plan

Most comprehensive transportation 
planning effort in 40 years.

Blueprint for transportation investments 
for next 20 years. 

• Guided by performance goals.
• The Plan is the policy framework that identifies 

transportation priorities.

Will serve as foundation for
half-cent sales tax extension.
• Current tax expires December 31, 2005.

Developed by Transportation Policy 
Committee – a new way of doing business 
for MAG. 



Who is the 
Transportation Policy 
Committee?

Created in May 2002 by 
Regional Council

23 Members
MAG member agencies

Business community

Representatives from 
transit, freight, Citizens 
Transportation Oversight 
Committee, and ADOT



Keys to Success



Input Opportunities

More than 150 public      
input opportunities 
involving thousands of 
citizens, plus nearly 180 
stakeholder 
opportunities. 



Regional Transportation 
Plan Public Workshops



Regional Transportation 
Plan Public Hearings



Public Involvement and 
Community Events



MAG at the Mall Events



Transportation 
Town Hall



Freeway Openings



Sunday on Central



Title VI Communities



Community Groups
American Council of Consulting Engineers

Association of Equipment Distributors of America 

Business Coalition/Maricopa 2020 

Business Coalition Leadership Council 

Chandler Chamber of Commerce Policy Committee

Citizens Transportation Oversight Committee

East Valley Partnership 

Glendale Citizens Transportation Oversight Committee

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

Phoenix Chamber of Commerce 

Phoenix Citizens Transit Commission

Phoenix Transit Commission 

Tempe Chamber

Valley Citizens League

Valley Forward 

Valley Partnership



www.letskeepmoving.com



What are the 
Transportation Challenges?











Maricopa County’s population 
grew by about 45% each 
decade since 1960.
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1990 to 2000
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The Challenge for 
Transportation Planning

100

600

1,100

1,600

2,100

2,600

3,100

3,600

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

G
ro

w
th

 I
n
d
e
x:

 1
9
4
0
=

1
0
0
 

Population Vehicles

Travel is increasing faster than population



The region will continue 
to grow.
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Where will future 
population growth occur?



























What happens if we 
don’t do something?



Base Network
Freeway PM Peak Level of Service (2025)



Base Network
Intersection PM Peak Level of Service (2025)



Growth & increased travel 
will require all modes



What do residents want?



Transportation Surveys



Summary of Public 
Workshop Priorities

52%

32%

14%
2%

Freeways
Trans it
Streets
Paths



Comparison of Poll & Survey

Freeways
$26

Street/Road 
Improvements

$23

Bus Service 
Improvements

$25

Light Rail
$26

Public Involvement Events 
Combined Surveys

(How Voters Would Distribute $100)
N = 985

Behavior Research Center Poll
December 2002 

(How Voters Would Distribute $100)
N = 1,009

Light Rail
$21 

Street/Road 
Improvements

$25 

Bus Service 

$22 

Freeways
$32 

Improvements



½ Cent
Sales Tax
Extension

$9.0 Billion
Sales Tax

ADOT
15% Funds

$0.8 Billion

- Legislated
- Board Policy

Gas Tax

ADOT
Discretionary

Funds

$4.5  Billion

- Federal
- State

Gas Tax

Phoenix/
RPTA

Federal 
Sub-allocated
5307 Funds

$0.95 Billion

Phoenix/
RPTA

Federal 
Discretionary
5309 Funds

$0.95 Billion

MAG Federal
Sub-allocated

 (STP)

Surface 
Transportation
Funds

$0.5 Billion

 Federal

(CMAQ)

Congestion
Mitigation
Air Quality

Funds

$0.8 Billion

Major Regional Revenue Sources (2006-2025)*

M A R I C O PA
A SSO C IA TIO N o f

G O V E R N M E N TS

 Controlled Access 
State Highways

 State Highway 
Improvements

 Bus - Capital
 
Light Rail - Capital
Bus - Capital

 

Streets and 
Highways
Transit - Capital

 

Air Quality and 
Congestion Relief 
Projects
Transit - Capital

 

 
 

Highways
Arterial Streets
Transit

         $  17 .5  b illio n   To ta l Ava ilab le
Less:  fo r in te rest and  AD OT com m itm e nts
         $  15 .7  b illio n   N e t Ava ilab le

 $    1 .8  b illion



Total Plan Spending 
by Mode

Highway 
Capital
55%

Streets
9%

Bus Capital
9%

Bus O&M
8%

Rail
15%

Other
2%

Highway 
Maintenance 
& Mitigation

2%









Economic Benefits
A strong economy is dependent on a 
good transportation system.

Congestion costs time and money. 

Transportation = jobs.

Cities with a substantial commitment to 
sustainable transportation do better economically.

The Plan represents four times the original 
investment in the Central Arizona Project.

Generates 10,600 jobs annually. 

Industry output will increase $1.3 billion per year 
($27.6 billion over life of Plan).



Accountability & Oversight

Firewalls established.
Life Cycle Program implemented for 
freeways, transit & streets.
Material cost change and enhancement 
policies continue.
Highway acceleration policy expanded for 
use by street projects.
Independent audit every five years.
Major changes require a strict amendment 
process.
Citizens Transportation Oversight 
Committee will monitor the Plan.



Unanimous Approval

Transportation 
Policy 

Committee

MAG 
Regional 
Council

Regional Public 
Transportation 

Authority

State 
Transportation 

Board



Election Authorization

House of 
Representatives 

Passed 50-8

Governor 
Signed 

February 5, 
2004

Senate

Passed 25-3



Regional 
Transportation Plan

www.LetsKeepMoving.com
Or contact: Kelly Taft

MAG Communications Manager
(602) 254-6300



Highway 
Capital
52.0%

Streets
10.2%

Bus 
Capital
4.6%

Bus O&M
14.4%

Rail
14.4%

Other
0.4%

Highway 
Maintenance 
& Mitigation

4.2%

Spending by Mode for 
Sales Tax Funds Only



39%

45%

58%

68%

69%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Dial-A-Ride

Light Rail

Bus

Major Streets/Roads

Freeways

% Very High/High

Overall Transportation
Spending Priorities



Current/Future Use by Self 
or Family

95% 94%

55%

22%

49%

7%

25%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Freeways Light Rail Bus Service Dial-A-Ride

Current Use Future Use

% A Lot/Occasionally Use

NA

“Looking to the future, I would like you to imagine a transportation system here in the Valley that included 
more and better freeways, expanded bus and Dial-A-Ride service and light rail transit service.  In this 
environment, do you think you and your family would use each of the following modes of local travel a lot, 
occasionally, rarely, or never?”



C-6

23.120 C-3

Probably yes (43%) Probably yes (43%)

Probably no (11%)
Probably no (10%)

Not sure (7%)

Definitely no (10%)

Definitely yes (30%)
Definitely yes (32%)

Definitely no (9%)

Not sure (5%)

1st Ballot
73% Yes
20% No

2nd Ballot
75% Yes
20% No

Test Votes on One-half Cent 
Sales Tax Extension



Phasing Factors

Traffic Demand and Congestion
System Continuity
Revenue Availability
Bonding Capacity and Strategies
Project Cost
Project Development Process
Project Readiness
Concurrent Progress on Multiple 
Projects
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Plan Phasing
Freeways/Highways

Regional Transportation Plan

Fig 8-4

�/4,'�'9'87�'66)8*�/01�+''(�<0;'�*)�'(1:8'�*/'�0��:80�7�)6�*/41
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;41�,04<1�,40+4,4*7�6)8�*/'�0��:80�7�*/'8')6A

MAP
AREA

����������	�
�������������������������������� !

Alignments for new freeway and highway facilities
will be determined following the completion of 
appropriate design and environmental studies.

Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.

�01/';�,4('1�8'>8'1'(*����,0('�
>/014(5�-/'8'�;466'8'(*�68)<
�'('80,��:8>)1'�,0('�>/014(5

&�)�0*4)(�)6��):*/��):(*04(��8''-07
41�+'4(5�0;;8'11';�4(�*/'����B����1*:;7
>8)�'11��:88'(*,7�:(;'8-07�-/4�/�41
�)(14;'84(5�<:,*4>,'�,)�0*4)(�)>*4)(1A
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Regional Transportation Plan

Fig. 8−5
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Alignments for new freeway and highway facilities
will be determined following the completion of 
appropriate design and environmental studies.

Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.

&�)�0*2)(�)1��)<*3��)<(*02(��/''-05
26�+'2(4�0==/'66'=�2(�*3'����B����6*<=5
8/)�'66��<//'(*,5�<(='/-05�-32�3�26
�)(62='/2(4�7<,*28,'�,)�0*2)(�)8*2)(6A
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Regional Transportation Plan

Fig. 9-4
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Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.
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Super Grid
and Rural Service

Plan Phasing

Regional Transportation Plan

Fig. 10−5

�'68*�*9*31�*::-30�'()�;**/�<(2*�0-�*/).3*�0'*�(��.3(�1�-:�0'6)
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Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.

Regional Public
Transportation
Authority
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Fig. 10−6
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Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.

Regional Public
Transportation
Authority
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Regional transportation facilities in Pinal County
are planned by the Central Arizona Association of
Governments (CAAG).  Potential new facilities 
shown in Pinal County are from the Southeast 
Maricopa/Northern Pinal County Area Transporation
Study jointly sponsored by MAG, CAAG, and ADOT.
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