How does the Census Bureau Collect Information
on AGE?

Population: Question on Age American Community Surve

Information Gulde

Question as it appears in the guestionnaire.

What is Person 1's age and what is Person 1's date of birth?

Please report babies as age 0 when the child is less than T year old.
Print numbers in boxes.

Age linyears] Maorth  Day Yaear of birth

Figure 1.
Reproduction of the Questions on 5Sex, Age,
and Date of Birth From the 2010 Census

3. What is this person's sex? Mark X ONE box
Mala Famals
4. What is this person's age and what is this parson’s date of birth?
Flaage report babies as age O when the child is less than 1 year old
Prin numbsers in boxes
Ape on Agril 1, 2010 Manth  Day Year of birih

“56%0°

IT'S IN OUR HANDS

Source: LS, Census Bureau, 2010 Census questionnaire.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Age
Census Bureau programs define age as the length of time in completed years that a person has lived. For the most recent decennial census, age was the length of time in completed years that a person had lived as of Census Day--April 1, 2010. The Census Bureau’s national surveys compute age as of the interview date.

Purpose of the two-part question, “What is your age and what is your date of birth?”
The purpose of this two-part question frequently used in Census Bureau questionnaires is to ensure accuracy of age data and to minimize non-response rates. Because age is a critical element in determining federal funding, it is imperative to have high quality age data. Age is also a basic demographic characteristic that is crossed by social characteristics, such as marital status and education, and economic characteristics, such as labor force participation and poverty, in many data products.




Census Bureau focuses on Aging
Populations in terms of:

 Age Trends

e Race and Ethnicity

e Living Arrangements

e Soclal Characteristics

e Economic Status

o Geographic Distribution
 Workforce Characteristics
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since Census 2000, the population has continued to grow older, with many states reaching a median age 
over 40 years. At the same time, increases in the number of men at older ages are apparent. Understanding a population’s age and sex composition yields insights into changing phenomena and highlights future social and economic challenges.



Aging Trends

 Since Census 2000, the population
has continued to grow older

 Population aging led to an increaseu
median age

« The population grew at a faster rate
In the older ages than in the younger
ages

e INncreases in the number of men at
' apparent
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Population has Continued to Get
Older + Median Age

Age Distribution ardd Median Age: 1960 to 2010

{In percent. For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
WWW.Can s s.govysprodcen20 10/ do /501 pa

B Under 12 [ 1844 [ 45-64 [ &5+

Median age

2010 264 12.0 v
2000 22.0 12.4 353
1980 18.6 12.6 328
1980 19.6 1.2 00
1970 20.6 5.8 281
1960 20.3 9.0 29.5

Sources: LS. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Summary File 1, Census 2000 Summary File 1, 1990 Census Summary File 2C,
1980 Census Summary File 2C, 1970 Census of Population. Vaol. 1, Characteristics of the Popilation, Chapter B, Table 50, and
1960 Census of Fopulation Vol. 1, Characteristics of the Popilation. Chapter C, Tahle 156.

CUnited States™ | U.S. Department of Commerce

ensus Economics and Statistics Administration
on—— Bureau U.S. CENSUS BUREAU



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The median age is often used to describe the “age” of a population. In 2010, the median age increased to a new high of 37.2 years, from 35.3 years in 2000, with the proportion of the population at the older ages increasing 
similarly (Figure 4). This indicates that the U.S. population is aging



Population grew Older ages > Younger

Table 2.
Population by Age and Sex: 2000 and 2010
{For information on confidentiality protection, nonsam pling error, and definitions, see wwwoan sus. gov/prod/ofn 20 10/dec SN . pd i
— o— Perent change,
Age ; :
| Baoith SEHES | Male | Femak | Both scxes Malke Femalk

Allages ........ 28101906 | 122052563 143362342 | 202745528 | 151781326 | 156964 112
Undersyears ... .... 19,175,794 9,810,733 Q2655 055 20,201,262 10,219 427 9,881 835
Stogvyears . . ... ..., 20,549 505 105228277 10,025,228 | 202848657 10,280 5240, 9,259,019 =10 —1.2 =07
10t 14 years . ... ... 20,528,072 10,520,197 10,007 875 20677194 10,570 852 10,07 252 [ 0.6 0.8
15t 19 years . ... ... 20,219,880 10531 004 Q020,885 | 22040343 11204556 | 1073657 2.0 8.8 Q.2
2oto2dyears ... ... 18,864,001 9,587 814 Q276,147 21585099 11,014176 | 10571 824 1248 1a.7 14.0
25to20years ... ... 19,381,335 9,78, 780 Q58 ETE | 21,101,849 10,625 581 10,455,258 =y a5 9.2
A0t adyears . ... ... 20,510,288 10221 789 10,128,519 19 962,089 9,995,500 9 Q55 588 27 || 32 2.2
ASto@vyears . ... ... 22,705,554 11,318,606 11,287 968 | 20,179,642 10,042 022 10,147 820 1147 -11.2 -11.0
40t ddyears ... 22441 8530 11,129 102 11,212,761 20,000,054 10,282877F 10, 426, 287 58| —G6 7.2
Sto 4l vears ... ... 20,002 404 9,880 506 10208 808 | 22 700,591 11,200 085 11,499 506 120 1a.a 12.7
S0toSdyears . ... ... 17,585 544 8507 724 8877 824 22208125 10833274 1 11,354 851 268 27.0 26.6
Sotosfyears. ... ... 13,4960 237 5,508,729 5,9E0,508 19 664,805 95225648 10,141,157 450 45,3 437
BotoBdyears . ... ... 10,805 447 5,126,627 5,560,020 16,817,824 8,077 2S00 A.740 484 556(757.3 S4.2
GotoEa years . ... ... 9,533,545 4 400 252 5,123,182 12,425,262 5,052547 5,582 716 04| ja2o 28.2
TotoTdyears . ... ... 8057 441 Aa02 812 4854520 Q278165 4243072 5,054 194 47 a7 1.6
TotoTayears ... .... 745812 3,044, 456 4,471,357 7.A17,795 4,182 888 4135 407 -1.a 4.5 5.4
Boto 8dyears ... ... 4945 5T 1,834 0887 A 10,470 5,748,227 2294474 A 440 @53 161 25.0 10.89
astood years ... ... 2,788 0818 a8r5,501 1,912,317 25620,439 1,272,857 2,345,502 28.8 45.3 22.6
gotoadyears . ... ... 1,112,521 202 325 890,205 1,448,366 424,387 1,023,979 aoz | a0.a 23.2
AEto 9 years ... ... . 206 704 58,115 228,650 71,244 02 263 2848901 28.5 4.6 26,4
100 years and over .. . 50,454 10,057 40,897 53364 alEz 44 202 56 (% -aaq a.4
Medianage .. ....... a5.a A4.0 a65 ar.z a5.8 aas (A (A )

(% i Mot a pplicabls
Sounces: LS. Camues Bursau, Censws 20005 wmma v Fils 1 and 2000 Censuws Summary Fils 1.
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Increases in the number of men at older

Table 2.

ages are apparent

Population by Age amd Sex: 2000 and 2010

(For information on confidentiality protection, nonsam pling error, and definitions, see www.can sus. go v/ prod/gen 20 10 doc /5PN

Perent changes,
Age ) 2000 ) =010 2000 to 2010
| Boith S8 | Mab_ Femalks | Both ssxes Male Femalks | Both soxes ru1ah;'-_F_ mile
Allages .. _._... 281,421906 138053563 | 143368343 | 308745538 | 151, 781326 | 156,964 22 95
Undersyears ... ... 19,175,794 9,810,733 9,050 065 20,201,462 10,219 427 9,081 ,8925 5.5
Stofyears......... 20,549 505 10,5228 277 10,026,228 | 20348657 10,380 5a5, 9,959,019 0.7
10t 14 years ... ... 20520072 10,520,197 10,007 &75 20677194 10,579 862 10,0a7 232 (R
15to 19 years . ... ... 20,210,820 10,301,004 0,820 005 | 220402343 11,302666 | 1073567 0.z
2oto24yoars . ... ... 18 864,001 9,687 814 9,276,187 21,585,999 11,014,176 10,571,823 14.0
25toz9years . ... ... 19,281,235 9,798,750 9582 576 21,101,849 10,6235 591 10,455,258 Q.2
aoto Adyears ... ... 20,510,208 10,321,760 10,188,519 19 962,069 Q.896500 9,965 509 X . 2.2
Mlo2Myears . ... ... 22 706554 11,218,506 11,287 968 | 20,179,642 10,042 022 10,147 80 =111 | =112 110
4010 44 years .. ... 22 441 a5a 11,129 102 11,212 761 20,800,954 10,303877 10,486, 267 —59 5.5 7.2
450 49 ysars . ... ... 20,002 404 9,890 506 1020 888 | 22 708591 11,200 085 11,409 506 130 133 12.7
SotoSdyears . ... ... 17 285 548 8,507 724 aa7r.azd4) 222958125 10,9233274 11,364,851 268 27.0 26,5
S5toS0voars . ... ... 13,460 237 5,508, 729 5,960 508 19 564,805 9.5235648 10,141,157 450 45.3 45!
GotoGdyears . ... ... 10,805, 447 59,136,627 5,668,820 16,817,924 8,077 500 a.740.4 4 /- 556 ST.A 54.12\
G5 to G0 years . ... ... 9,533 545 4,400, 252 5,133 183 12,425,263 5,852 547 5,582 716 A04 | 280 282
ToloTFdyears . ... ... 8,857 441 a0z a1z 4,254,529 Q278166 4243972 5,084 194 47 a7 1.6
FTSlo7d years . ... ... 7458148 3,044 456 4 4871, A57 7217 785 4,182 2848, 4,135 407 1.3 4.5 5.4
antosdyoars . ... ... 4,045 257 1,834 887 3,110,470 5,743,327 2,294374 3,448,853 161 25.0 109
a5foogyears . ... ... 2 780,818 876,501 1,213,217 4,520,459 1,273 057 2,846 502 208 | 4538| 226
aoto Q4 yoars . ... ... 1,112,531 282 225 850 2065 1,448,365 424,387 1,023,979 a0z 503 233
gsto99 years . ... ... 206,704 58,115 220,650 art244 82 263 288 051 28.5 41.6 26.4
100 years and over . . . 50,454 10,067 40,397 53,3654 Q1682 44 202 548 48 9.4
Medianage .. ....... as5.a a4.0 65 arz 6.8 285 \ (%) (A )
—— -

(% i Mot a pplicable

Sounces: LS. Cemeue Busau, Censws 2000 Swmmany Fils 1 and 20 Censws Swummary Fils 1.
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Presentation Notes
Males aged 60 to 74 increased by 35.2 percent while their female counterparts increased by 29.2 percent (Table 2). 
A narrowing of the mortality gap between men and women at older ages in part accounts for this difference.




Facts for Features:
Older Americans Month: May

Income and Wealth

$33,118
The 2011 median income of households with householders 65 and older, not

significantly different from the previous year.

Source: Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2011
<http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p60-243.pdf>

Serving Our Nation

9.2 million
Estimated number of people 65 and older who were veterans of the armed forces in 2011.

Source: 2011 American Community Survey <http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11 1YR/B21001>
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http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p60-243.pdf
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_1YR/B21001

Facts for Features:
Older Americans Month: May

Education
81.1%
Proportion of people 65 and older in 2012 who had completed high school or

higher education.
Source: Educational Attainment in the United States: 2012
http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html

24.3%
Percentage of the population 65 and older in 2012 who had earned a bachelor's

degree or higher.
Source: Educational Attainment in the United States: 2012
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html>
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http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html
http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html

Facts for Features:
Older Americans Month: May

Voting

70.3%

Percentage of citizens 65 and older reporting casting a ballot in the 2008 presidential
election. Not statistically different from those 45 to 64 (69.2 percent), people 65 and
older had the highest turnout rate of any age group.

Source: Voting and Registration in the Election of November 2008 (Table 2) <http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-
562.pdf>
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http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-562.pdf
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Census data mapper
Age Pyramid/live
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