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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Age
Census Bureau programs define age as the length of time in completed years that a person has lived. For the most recent decennial census, age was the length of time in completed years that a person had lived as of Census Day--April 1, 2010. The Census Bureau’s national surveys compute age as of the interview date.

Purpose of the two-part question, “What is your age and what is your date of birth?”
The purpose of this two-part question frequently used in Census Bureau questionnaires is to ensure accuracy of age data and to minimize non-response rates. Because age is a critical element in determining federal funding, it is imperative to have high quality age data. Age is also a basic demographic characteristic that is crossed by social characteristics, such as marital status and education, and economic characteristics, such as labor force participation and poverty, in many data products.





Census Bureau focuses on Aging 
Populations in terms of: 
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• Age Trends 
• Race and Ethnicity 
• Living Arrangements 
• Social Characteristics 
• Economic Status 
• Geographic Distribution 
• Workforce Characteristics 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since Census 2000, the population has continued to grow older, with many states reaching a median age 
over 40 years. At the same time, increases in the number of men at older ages are apparent. Understanding a population’s age and sex composition yields insights into changing phenomena and highlights future social and economic challenges.




Aging Trends 
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• Since Census 2000, the population 
has continued to grow older 
 

• Population aging led to an increased 
median age 
 

• The population grew at a faster rate 
in the older ages than in the younger 
ages 

 
• Increases in the number of men at 

older ages are apparent 
 



Population has Continued to Get 
Older + Median Age 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The median age is often used to describe the “age” of a population. In 2010, the median age increased to a new high of 37.2 years, from 35.3 years in 2000, with the proportion of the population at the older ages increasing 
similarly (Figure 4). This indicates that the U.S. population is aging




Population grew Older ages > Younger 
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Increases in the number of men at older 
ages are apparent 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Males aged 60 to 74 increased by 35.2 percent while their female counterparts increased by 29.2 percent (Table 2). 
A narrowing of the mortality gap between men and women at older ages in part accounts for this difference.





Facts for Features:  
Older Americans Month: May 
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Income and Wealth 
$33,118 
The 2011 median income of households with householders 65 and older, not 
significantly different from the previous year. 
 
Source: Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2011  
<http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p60-243.pdf> 

Serving Our Nation 
9.2 million 
Estimated number of people 65 and older who were veterans of the armed forces in 2011. 
 
Source: 2011 American Community Survey <http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_1YR/B21001> 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p60-243.pdf
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_1YR/B21001
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Education 
81.1% 
Proportion of people 65 and older in 2012 who had completed high school or 
higher education. 
Source: Educational Attainment in the United States: 2012 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html 

 
 
 
24.3% 
Percentage of the population 65 and older in 2012 who had earned a bachelor's 
degree or higher. 
Source: Educational Attainment in the United States: 2012  
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html> 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html
http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/tables.html
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Older Americans Month: May 
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Voting 
70.3% 
Percentage of citizens 65 and older reporting casting a ballot in the 2008 presidential 
election. Not statistically different from those 45 to 64 (69.2 percent), people 65 and 
older had the highest turnout rate of any age group. 
 
 
Source: Voting and Registration in the Election of November 2008 (Table 2) <http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-
562.pdf> 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-562.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-562.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-562.pdf


Census data mapper 
Age Pyramid/live 
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