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What has changed? 
Since 1990  

1. An Integrated Network: 
People, goods and information  
move continuously around the world 
 

2. A New Geography: 
 Redefined market areas;  
 Trading Blocs and Regions 
 
3. A New Economy: 
 Globalization of the marketplace; 
 Effect of technology on economic activity  
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1990 - 2000 



After 2000 



After 2008 



UNCERTAINTY  
 

INSECURITY 



"How you’re doing depends 
on where you want to be." 

- James Murray, US Naval War College 
 



Connections•Economy•Environment 



The World Bank projected the world economy  
to grow 33% between year 2000 and 2010,  
increasing from $31.8 trillion to $40 trillion. 

(Reached $63 trillion in 2010) 
 

However, the world economy could grow by  
approx. 360% by the year 2050, increasing  

from $31 trillion to $132 trillion (mg&a est).  
 

Source: World Development Indicators database 

 

The Shape of the Future 



NORTH AMERICA 

POSITIONING THE SUN CORRIDOR 



What are the Big Opportunities? 
How Do They Fit Together? 

Sun Corridor 

Access to the Global Marketplace 
 

Direction of the Economy 
 

Trends in Environment & Urbanization 
  



A. Transportation – All Modes 
 
A. Communications 
 
A. Power & Utilities 
 

Position in the Global Network 

TRANSPORTATION  / 
INFRASTRUCTURE 



















One or Two-Stops to the World 







A. Roads: I-11, CANAMEX  
B. Rail: Ports of Entry, Wellton Line, Red Rock 
C. Air: Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport 
D. Transit: Regional System 

Increase Freight Activity, Hub & Distribution 
Improve Regional Efficiency 

Opportunities 

Develop Power Export Capacity 
Efficient Use of Water 



A. Existing Economy 
 
A. Economic Evolution 
 
A. Trends & New Initiatives 
 

Product in the Global Marketplace  

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT 





5 C’s 
Cattle 
Cotton 
Citrus 

Copper 
 Climate 

Tourism 
6th C: Culture 

 

Traditional New 
Clean Tech 

Aerospace & Aviation 
Aerospace Suppliers 

Biosciences 
Electronics Suppliers 

Advanced  
Business Services 

Economy 



• Grow the existing 
• Retention 
• Expansion 
• Shifts (Conversion to tap into new opportunities) 

• Attract 
• Product Offering 
• Barriers 
• Targeting 

• New start-ups 
• Identify Commercial Business Opportunities 
• Incubation/Support Structure 
• Commercialization - Collaborate with Universities & Research Ctrs 

Only 3 Ways to Grow 



• Product Development 
• Marketing 

• Recruitment 

Only 3 Things to Do 



Economic Development 
Framework 





Biotechnology  
Space 

Information 
Laser 

Automation  
Energy 

New Materials 
Marine  

 

Radical Innovation 
China’s 863 Program 



Research: Science & Engineering 



Research: National Institutes of Health 



Economy: Commercial Real Estate 



Complementary Strengths 



A. Clean Tech: Clean Energy Development Center 
B. Biosciences: Medical Devices, Algae, S&T Financing 
C. Aerospace: UAVs, Remote Tech 
D. IT: Advanced Business Services, IT / Data Centers 

Build Partnerships, Market Workforce, 
Leverage Tourism & Quality of Life  

Opportunities 

6th C: Culture, Coordinate Investments, 
New Econ. Dev. Instruments 



A. Existing Patterns & Dynamics 
 
A. Natural System Resources & Capacities 
 
A. Urban Growth Trends 
 

Natural & Human Systems 

ENVIRONMENT /  
URBANIZATION 







Sun Corridor 2011 
5,213,682 



Sun Corridor 2050 
  9,700,000 
+4,486,318 





A. Urban Form: Spatial & Infrastructure Efficiency   
B. Assets: Capitalize on Waterways & Open Space 
C. Construction: Green Building Products & Processes 
D. Resources: More Effective Use of Land & Water 

Capitalize on Unique Environment, 
Preserve Key Assets  

Opportunities 

Lead in Sustainable Development, 
Market Region as ‘Green’ Desert Metro 



Sun Corridor Global Strategy 



Mode Specific Projects 
Improve Performance Individual Modes 

Road   •   Rail   •   Air 

 
Integrated Multimodal Strategy 

Competitive Advantage Over Other Regions 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport 

TRANSPORTATION 





Creating a Global Trade Hub 









Segment Specific Initiatives 
Strengthen and Grow Selected Components 

Clean Tech • Aerospace • Bioscience • IT  

 
Complete the Transition 

Comprehensive 21st Century Tech Economy 
Universities • Research • Industry  

Engineering • Management • Finance 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 



21st Century Economy 



Creating A Diverse Economy:  
from Distribution to Center for BIOMED & BIOLOGISTICS 

2 years after completing a strategic framework: 
Creation of Bioworks Foundation 
1/3 of New Economic Growth in Biomed 
$300 Million in New Investment 
$20 Million Venture Fund 
2,000 New High-Paying Jobs 



Research park projected to: 
• Create 5,000 bioscience jobs 
• Support 4,000 non-bioscience positions 
• Generate a $2 Billion annual economic impact 
• Bring $1.6 to $4.3 Billion in capital investment in 10 years 
• Spur urban revitalization and community development 

Continuing Economic Impact 

Investment in bio start-ups 
and commercialization of new 
products 



Research Parks  
Research Triangle Park 

7000 Ac, 22.5 Mil SF, 39k Employees 
 

Stanford Research Park 
700 Ac, 10 Mil SF, 23k Employees 



New Perception / New Marketing Program 

16 Economic Development Organizations Join to Cooperate 
New Strategies for Attracting Industry 



City / County Initiatives 
Preserve Key Environmental Assets 

Rivers • Canals • Parks • Habitats • Corridors 

 
‘Green’ Desert Metro Region 

Weave Together Urban & Natural Systems 
Transportation • Urbanization • Economy 

Environmental Patterns & Dynamics 

ENVIRONMENT/URBANIZATION 



Trend Line Dispersed Growth 

Corridors Centers Centers & Corridors 

Existing Region 

5 10 20 40 

20 

The Charlotte Region 1992 



A. Global Trade & Transportation Hub 
 

A. Transition to Technology Economy 
 

A. “Green” Desert Metro Region 

Mutually Reinforcing  
& Synergistic Big Opportunities 

GLOBAL STRATEGY 



“Broad new conceptions which have gripped  
the imagination  

of the people may have more 
influence over the future development  

of the community than the completion of numerous 
specific projects.” 

From Plan to Reality: 
A Report of four years’ progress 
 on the regional development of 

New York and Its Environs. 
1933. 



The Competition: 

“TO BECOME THE WORLD CENTER OF FINANCE, 
TRADE, AND CULTURE IN THE 21st CENTURY” 

Mission Statement of Shanghai, China 
as reported by the secretary of transportation, Joseph Perkins, 
State of Alaska, following a recent  visit to China June, 2001 



The 20th century is over.  
 

Are we preparing for the  
21st century? 
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