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MINUTES OF THE 
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

BUILDING CODES COMMITTEE 
 

August 15, 2012 
 

Maricopa Association of Governments Office 
302 N. 1st Ave 

Chaparral Room 
Phoenix, AZ 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Michael Williams, Tempe, Chair 
Randal Westacott, Avondale 
Phil Marcotte, Buckeye  
*Mike Tibbett, Carefree 
*Mike Baxley, Cave Creek 
*Martin Perez, Chandler 
Mary Dickson, El Mirage 
*Jason Field, Fountain Hills 
Larry Taylor, Gilbert 
Tom Paradise, Glendale 
Ed Kulik, Goodyear 
*Chuck Ransom, Litchfield Park 

 
Tom Ewers, Maricopa County 
*Steven Hether, Mesa 
Bob Lee, Paradise Valley  
A-Dennis Chase for Dennis Marks, Peoria 
*Julie Belyeu, Phoenix 
Dustin Schroff for Michael Clack, Scottsdale 
Dale Crandell, Tolleson 
*Rick DeStefano, Wickenburg 
*Jim Fox, Youngtown 
Jackson Moll, Home Builders Association 
Sharon Bonesteel, Salt River Project 

 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Scott Wilken, MAG 
Steve Gross, MAG 
Shannon Acevedo, MAG 
Lisa Prichard, Arizona Masonry Guild 
Dave Endres, Superlite Block 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mike Summers, Top Quality Masonry 
John Armstrong, Viega 
Dennis Harvey, Viega 
Martin Bakal 
 
 
 
 

*Those members neither present nor 
represented by proxy. 
A-Those members participating via 
audioconference 
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1. Call to Order 

 
 Michael Williams, Chair, called to order the August 15, 2012 meeting of the MAG Building 

Codes Committee (BCC) at 2:16 p.m.   
 

2. Introductions 
 

Voting member Dennis Chase attended via telephone conference call. All members and guests 
introduced themselves. 

 
3. June 20, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 

Bob Lee made a motion to approve the June 20, 2012 minutes. Ed Kulik seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. Call to the Audience 

 
There were no comments from the audience. 
 

5. Comments From the Committee 
 
Bob Lee recounted the AZBO annual business meeting that was held in Payson in July. He said 
as part of the meeting, participants had a chance to see a blower door test, and that a test is being 
set up in the near future for people in the Phoenix area to view. He also said that anyone who is 
attending the International Code Council (ICC) annual business meeting in October needs to get 
redesignated as a voter by the ICC. He said there is an electronic voter system set up by the ICC, 
and members need to register before each code hearing and each business meeting. He said that 
members have until September 21st to register.  
 
Mary Dickson said that the AZBO Fall Educational Institute will take place from October 15-19 
in Tucson.  

 
6. Viega Megapress Cold Press System 

 
 Dennis Harvey from Viega talked about the new Megapress cold press system. He said that 
Viega has created copper cold press technology in 1999, and stainless steel cold press in 2009. 
He said that they now have carbon steel for iron pipe cold press technology. He said that they 
are listing pipe sized schedule 5-40, but the product is able to press up to schedule 80. He said 
that the system can press black iron pipe for mechanical systems both wet and dry, fire sprinkler 
systems, as well as natural gas. He said that it uses a carbon steel fitting that is nickel and zinc 
coated for corrosion resistance. He said it comes with the EPDM, for water, or HNBR, for 
natural gas, seals. He said that it also comes with the Smart Connect feature, to allow for the 
connections to be detected. He said it comes with two stainless steel products inside: a 304 
separator ring to separate the grip ring from the elastomer, and a 420 stainless steel grip ring. He 
said it is not a plumbing fitting, and does not carry an NSF 64 listing, and is not listed for 
potable water applications. He said it does not involve threading, eliminates the need for oil, 
does not need flame or welding, and the timelines are generally cut due to the speed the fittings 
can be installed. He said that contractors will need to purchase a new set of jaws and rings, and 
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that the existing tools are compatible with this system. John Armstrong from Viega then gave a 
brief demonstration of how the tool and the fittings work. 
 
Tom Ewers asked how the fittings are removed. John Armstrong said that once the fittings are 
connected, they would have to be cut out if needed. Tom Paradise asked if the fittings are 
compatible with every material allowed by code. Dennis Harvey said that they are, and the 5 
pipe listings shown in the presentation identified the 5 major pipe listings that they are in 
compliance with.   

 
7. MAG Building Code Amendments and Standards Book 

 
Michael Williams said that the updated version of the amendments list showed which items had 
previously been tabled. He said that Item 7, regarding lighting on private property, would be 
tabled again pending further research.  
 
Scott Wilken introduced Item 10, saying that Mike Baxley had provided research. He said that 
Item 10 included both strawbale construction and earthen walls. He said that the research found 
that the standards from Pima County have not changed substantially since this item was 
originally reviewed by the committee. He said that Mike Baxley recommended replacing the 
original Item 10 documents with the current standards from Pima County, which are updated to 
reflect more recent codes, but are otherwise the same. He said that in the next code cycle in 
2013, Tucson is planning to remove this from their code completely, and allow strawbale 
construction under the alternative building materials method. Randal Westacott said that the 
Pima County documents make a reference to the IBC that is not in their code. He said that he 
has identified areas in the documents that don’t align with the current codes. He said that before 
this gets voted on, it should be updated to include valid code references. Bob Lee said that he 
concurs with Randal Westacott’s opinion. Randal Westacott said that he would do the research 
to clean up the documents and bring them to the committee next month. He said that the only 
problems he saw were with code references, but the technical requirements are acceptable. 
Randal Westacott made a motion to table Item 10 to the next meeting. Mary Dickson seconded 
the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Michael Williams said that Item 19 and Item 20 go together. Sharon Bonesteel said that SRP’s 
solar department has reviewed these two items and has no objections as they are written. She 
said that there was a question about the intent of the statement in the documents that requires an 
acknowledgement letter from the utility company for grid-tie PV systems. She said that 
Governor’s Office of Renewable Energy is working on model solar permitting specifications. 
She said that this should be included in the discussion of Item 19 and Item 20. Michael Williams 
said that he has talked to two members of the Governor’s Office who are interested in 
presenting at a future meeting. He said that it might be a good idea to allow them to present to 
the committee and include their input in the final language of these documents.  
 
Bob Lee said that when Item 19 and Item 20 were originally reviewed, APS said that they were 
concerned about a customer putting in a photovoltaic system and then not be able to tie into the 
electrical grid. He said that today that letter is not issued by utility companies, so that language 
could be excluded. Sharon Bonesteel said that SRP would agree with deleting that language 
from the two items. Bob Lee made a motion to table Item 19 and Item 20 to the next meeting. 
Randal Westacott seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  
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Scott Wilken said that at the previous meeting the Arizona Masonry Guild presented new block 
fence details, and this month the committee has a chance to vote to include them in the 
amendments and standards publication. He said that the final documents are included in the 
agenda packet, and jurisdictions can make these available to the public. Bob Lee made a motion 
to include the fence details in the publication and include a note that they are available to 
anyone. Randal Westacott seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

 
8. Updated MAG Building Codes Committee Membership 

 
Scott Wilken said that the new representative for the Town of Gilbert will be added to the list 
for the next meeting. 

 
9. Update Survey of Code Adoption 

 
Randal Westacott said that he plans to go to Avondale City Council in January to adopt the 2012 
codes, with an effective date of July 1, 2013. He said that will include all the I-codes except the 
Existing Building Code. 

 
10. Topics for Future Agendas 

 
Sharon Bonesteel said that on September 6, SRP will be sponsoring a training session on 
Manual J, S, and D. She said that personal invitations will be sent out soon.  She said that she 
would be happy to present that information to the Building Codes Committee. She said that each 
participating jurisdiction will get one full set of the codes, and attendees will get copies of the 
manuals.  
 
Michael Williams said that other future presentations will include ASU and Governor’s Office 
of Energy Policy. 
 
Michael Williams said that the next meeting will be held September 19, 2012.  

 
11. Adjournment 
 

Dale Crandell made a motion to adjourn and Ed Kulik seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 3:07 PM.  
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