
September 9, 2016

TO: Members of the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

FROM: James Hash, Mesa, Chair of the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.
MAG Offices, Ironwood Room, Second Floor
302 North First Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the MAG  Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee will be held at the time and placed noted above. 
If you are attending in person, please park in the garage under the building. Bring your ticket to the meeting
as parking will be validated.   For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority will
provide transit tickets for your trip.  For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the
parking garage.

Committee members may attend the meeting either in person, by video conference or by telephone
conference call. Those attending by videoconference must notify the MAG site three business days before
the meeting. Those attending by telephone conference call please contact MAG offices for conference call
instructions.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Jason Stephens at the MAG
office.  Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

Please be advised that under procedures adopted by the MAG Regional Council on August 21, 2013, all
MAG committees need to have a quorum to conduct business.  A quorum is a simple majority of the
membership based on the attendance of the three previous Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee meetings. If
the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee does not meet the quorum requirement, members who have arrived
at the meeting will be instructed that a legal meeting cannot occur and will subsequently be dismissed. Your
attendance at the meeting is strongly encouraged.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please make
arrangements for a proxy from your jurisdiction to represent you.  Please contact Jason Stephens at (602)
452-5004 (office)/(602) 327-1819 (cell) or jstephens@azmag.gov if you have any questions or need
additional information.

mailto:jstephens@azmag.gov


TENTATIVE AGENDA

1. Call to Order

Quorum is required at all times to conduct
the meeting. For the September 20, 2016
meeting, the quorum requirement is 12
committee members.

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

2. Approval of Draft July 19, 2016 Minutes
of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

2. For information, discussion and action to
approve the meeting minutes of the July
19, 2016 MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian
Committee meeting.

3. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to
members of the public to address the
committee on items not scheduled on the
agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of
MAG, or on items on the agenda for
discussion but not for action.  Members of
the public will be requested not to exceed
a three minute time period for their
comments.  A total of 15 minutes will be
provided for the Call to the Audience
agenda item, unless the Committee
requests an exception to this limit. Please
note that those wishing to comment on
action agenda items will be given an
opportunity at the time the item is heard.
Please fill out blue cards for Call to the
Audience and yellow cards for Action
Items.

3. For information and discussion.

4. Staff and Member Agency Reports

Staff and committee members are invited
to provide an update of pedestrian and
bicycle-related activity in their agencies.

4. For information and discussion.



5. E-Bike Ordinances

Morgan Lommele, E-Bikes Campaigns
Manager for PeopleforBikes.org will
discuss E-Bikes including regulatory
options, where they are allowed and other
resources helpful in determining how to
manage access for E-Bikes.

5. For Information and discussion.

6. Non-Motorized Users

Kerry Wilcoxon, ADOT State Traffic
Safety Engineer, will provide an update on
bicycle-pedestrian crashes from 2015 and
year-to-date 2016; an overview of new
FHWA Everyday Counts initiative and
funding mechanisms available for bicycle
and pedestrian improvements.

6. For information and discussion.

7. Valley Metro Roll Models Speaker Series

Amanda Nelson and Laura Kajfez of the
City of Tempe will discuss events and
partnering opportunities on innovative
bicycle and pedestrian related activities
region wide.

7. For information and discussion.

8. Request for Future Agenda Items

Members will have the opportunity to
suggest future agenda topics.

8. For information.

9. Next Meeting Date

Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 1 p.m. in
the Ironwood room.



MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN COMMITTEE

Tuesday, July 19, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.
MAG Office Building, Saguaro Room

302 North First Avenue, Phoenix

MEMBERS ATTENDING
Jim Hash, Mesa, Chair of Bicycle

       and Pedestrian Committee
Jose Macias, El Mirage, Vice-Chair of 

 Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee  
Michael Sanders, ADOT 

* Raquel Schatz, Apache Junction
Alison Rondone, Avondale
Phil Reimer, Buckeye

* Stacy Bridge-Denzak, Carefree
   Ian Cordwell, Cave Creek

Jason Crampton, Chandler
Kristin Myers, Gilbert

   Purab Adabala, Glendale
Steve Careccia, Goodyear

# Kelly LaRosa, FHWA-Arizona

* Mike Gillespie, Litchfield Park
Ryan Wozniak, Maricopa
Reed Kempton, Maricopa County
Randy Proch for Brandon Forrey, Peoria
Katherine Coles, Phoenix

# Sidney Urias, Queen Creek
Susan Conklu, Scottsdale
Stephen Chang, Surprise
Eric Iwersen, Tempe
Amanda Leuker, Valley Metro

* Robert Carmona, Wickenburg
Grant Anderson, Youngtown
Tiffany Halperin, American Society of
Landscape Architects 

# Bob Beane, Coalition of Arizona Bicyclists 

*Members neither present nor represented by proxy
#Attended via audio-conference

OTHERS PRESENT

 Caryn Logan Heaps, Brain and Brawn LLC
 Joe Perez, Phoenix
 Liza Golden, MCDPH 
 Kenneth Steel, MCDPH
 Brian Fellows, Amec Foster Wheeler
 Vanish Yelliletty, Jacobs
 Radu Nan, Kittelson & Associates
 Jeff Caslake, TBAG
 Martin Lucero, Surprise
 Lyle Beriebing, Buckeye

Laurel Arndt, Sonoran Institute
Jason Stephens, MAG
Audra Koester Thomas, MAG
Dawn Fortuna, Rick Eng
Jason Harrington, HP&D
Chelsea Erickson, Valley Metro
Jim Coffman, Coffman Studio
Justin Azevedo, Coffman Studio
Kyle Marshall, Valley Metro
Teri Kennedy, MAG
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1. Call to Order

Chair Jim Hash of Mesa called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. A roll call was taken by Mr. Jason
Stephens of MAG to confirm attendance. 

2. Approval of the June 21, 2016 Meeting Minutes of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

Chair Hash asked the committee if there were any questions in regard to the minutes taken at the June
MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee meeting. There were no questions and Chair Hash asked for
a motion to approve the minutes. Jose Macias of El Mirage moved to approve the June meeting
minutes. Katherine Coles of Phoenix seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Call to the Audience

An opportunity was provided to members of the public to address the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian
Committee on items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on items
on the agenda for discussion but not for action. Members of the public were requested not to exceed
a three minute time period for their comments. A total of 15 minutes was provided for the Call to the
Audience agenda item, unless the Bicycle and the Pedestrian Committee requests an exception to this
limit. Those wishing to comment on action agenda items were given an opportunity at the time the
item was heard. There were no members of the public who requested to speak.   

4. Staff and Member Agency Reports

Ian Cordwell of Cave Creek said that the bike lanes in Cave Creek and Carefree are complete. Susan
Conklu of Scottsdale said construction started on the Arizona Canal from Chaparral Road to Indian
Bend Wash. She said the city’s external digital map center is updated with unpaved trails all over the
city and crossing and our bikeways. She said go to Scottsdaleaz.gov to review and comment.  Kenneth
Steel of Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) stated that MCDPH has $2,700
available that can be used for signage to help or improve physical activity. He said the money needs
to be spent by the end of September. He asked that members contact either him about the funding.
Chair Hash stated that Mesa opened its Porter Park Pathway project. He said the project is a mile path
that connects two elementary schools and a junior high school. He stated there was a lot of cooperation
within the city to get the project done and he was very pleased with the outcome. 

5. Presentation, Review and Recommendation for Approval of the FY 2017 MAG Design Assistance 
Project Applications 

Chair Hash stated that application presentations would be given in alphabetical order. He said everyone
will get three minutes. He called on Fort McDowell/Yavapai Nation to present its project. No one
came to the podium to present Fort McDowell’s application. Chair Hash then called on the Ryan
Wozniak of Maricopa to present the city’s application. Mr. Wozniak stated that the overpass of the
SR347 over the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) is a game changer for the city and could change the
face of the area. He said the goal is to span the tracks north and south with a low stress, bicycle and
pedestrian friendly facility. He said the area has historically been left out of redevelopment. He said
there is unpaved alleys and sidewalks. He said this is an opportune time given the state route overpass. 
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Phil Reimer of Buckeye asked if the bike path would be placed on the bridge or creating a new bridge
in the old alignment Mr. Wozniak stated that the city wants to explore both opportunities. He stated
that if the path goes on the bridge along with autos, he wants to make sure it is a safe facility. Kristin
Myers of Gilbert asked if the path was already considered in the design of the overpass. Mr. Wozniak
stated that this would be an opportunity to bring in a certain expertise to provide the city with more
information and ideas on how to construct the path. Grant Anderson of Youngtown asked if there were
traffic counts available for the study area that would facilitate the use of the funds. Mr. Wozniak stated
that there are no counts available, but that it aligns with the city’s current transportation outlook.

Reed Kempton of Maricopa County asked if there would be bike lanes and sidewalks on the planned 
automotive overpass. Mr. Wozniak stated that in the design plans of ADOT there is striping for bike
lanes shown and sidewalks. He stated that they are minimal. He stated the city would like to see six
foot bike lanes. The current striping in the design shows five feet. Mr. Anderson asked if the city has
looked at participation or help from the casino. Mr. Wozniak stated that the casino is not the only
draw. He stated there is a regional park, community recreation center and shovel ready lots for
development as well. He stated the city anticipates increased use after the overpass is constructed.   
 
Chair Hash next called on Mesa to present its two applications beginning with the Red Mountain
Shared Use Path. Michelle Sciortino of Mesa stated that the path is at the Loop 202 Red Mountain
Freeway and Power Road Park, and will ride to Mesa’s northern city limit. She stated that there is
currently a four lane arterial with no bike lanes or sidewalks. She said the traffic volumes are 4,000
vehicles a day with high bicycle usage. She stated this corridor has had eight bicycle and car accidents 
since 2015. She stated the project will address a major gap in the multi-modal network. No questions
were asked and Chair Hash asked Ms. Scortino to continue and present Mesa’s application for the
Southeast Mesa Shared Use Path. Ms. Scortino stated that the project is on the north side of Baseline
Road within the ADOT 202 Santan Freeway right-of-way. She said the pathway is extending
northeasterly within the ADOT Loop 202 Super Red Tan Interchange right-of- way where it will cross
the current Superstition Freeway. She said the freeways and the major interchange create a barrier to
pedestrians and cyclists that want to access areas across the freeway. She said that since 2013, this
corridor has experienced several bicycle and pedestrian car related accidents. She said the project will 
connect Mesa and Apache Junction into Gilbert and further into Chandler. Ms. Coles asked if there
was another jurisdiction participating in this project. Chair Hash stated that users from Apache
Junction could use the connection on the north end, while connecting to Gilbert on the south end. 

Mr. Kempton asked where the car and bike crashes happened in the corridor. Chair Hash stated that
the crashes occurred on the parallel arterials. Jason Crampton of Chandler asked if there was a higher
priority between the two Mesa projects. Chair Hash stated that the Red Mountain project would be a
higher priority. Mr. Wozniak stated that the identified path crosses freeway interchanges, but there was
no box checked for grade separations in the application. Chair Hash stated that Mesa will work with
ADOT and the consultant chosen to pick the best and least obtrusive crossing across the freeway. 

Chair Hash stated the Peoria is next to discuss the Skunk Creek application. Randy Proch of Peoria
stated that the gap has been identified in the Peoria general plan since 2010. He stated that there are
many amenities to which the trail network does not connect. He said the project would make the
connection with Glendale to the east. He stated that the connection could address some of the concerns
of congestion at 83rd Avenue and Bell Road. He stated the multi-family housing in the area would also
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benefit from the project. He stated that this area in Peoria is consistently in the top 10 for the region
when it comes to bike counts. Mr. Kempton asked if the spur going north goes onto a street. He asked
if the street crosses Skunk Creek. Mr Proch stated the street is 75th Avenue and it does cross Skunk
Creek. Chair Hash stated that Mr. Proch may continue with Peoria’s next application for
comprehensive wayfinding and signage plan. Mr. Proch stated that this is the city’s attempt to
implement Valley Path. He stated that there are three different trail networks in the area in question.
He stated that this application is an opportunity to work with the Glendale and Phoenix in order to
have consistent trail signage. 

Chair Hash stated that the next application will be the Phoenix’s Grand Canal to Glendale Avenue.
Ms. Coles stated that the application is implementing the general plan and comprehensive bicycle plan.
She stated that it connects to a more than $20 million bicycle and pedestrian improvement, and
connects to a Design Assistance grant from FY 2016 for Oak Street connecting to 20th Street to then
cross the SR51. She stated that it also intersects with bike facilities that are in design right now for
Maryland Avenue, Missouri Avenue and Osborn Road. She stated that the application will address the
crossing of the canal, the currently disconnected segment between Bethany Home Road and Maryland
Avenue, where there is a lack of sidewalks and a clear direction on being able to move through that
area. She stated it would also connect to the park entrance at Piestewa Peak. She said the project will
move forward the city’s priority for low stress routes. 

Chair Hash stated that Surprise’s application for the Grand Avenue Pedestrian Plan would be next.
Martin Lucero of Surprise stated that it is a mile and a half corridor that touches the Bell Avenue and
Grand Avenue project that is a $50 million project that is currently under construction. He stated that
on that project a multi-use path and sidewalks will be built connecting the business district along Bell
Road and Grand Avenue, but would stop short without the canal as part of it. He said the area is 83
percent minority and 30 percent of households do not own a car, and there is one charter school with
no public schools. He stated it is a high use corridor. Mr. Kempton asked if ditch is going to be piped
underground. Mr. Lucero stated that Surprise will work with ADOT to underground the water channel
just like the city did to the north as part of the Bell Avenue-Grand Avenue bridge. Ms. Conklu asked
if there are sidewalks along the corridor outside of the project area. Mr. Lucero stated that there are
sidewalks along Market Street, which is along the backside of the project area, but no sidewalks along
Grand Avenue and that is why people use the channel. Ms. Coles asked if the Original Townsight
Coalition is still an active group. Mr. Lucero stated that they do meet monthly and just finished the
Original Town update. Mr. Lucero stated that he did not list them as a partner in the application,
because they act as a subcommittee for the city. 

Mr. Lucero stated that Stephen Chang of Surprise would present the city’s next application for Surprise
Center Protected Bike Lanes. Mr. Chang stated that the city center is a square mile around the existing
city hall. He stated that not much is built around the city center right now. He said the city wants to
add protected bike lanes before development emerges around the city center so that the streets will
already be fitted for bikes and pedestrians. He said that the residential developer on the northeast
corner of the lot are willing to build out the rest of the street, including protected bike lanes. He stated
that these bike lanes could connect not only to the city center, but to many other areas outside of the
square mile. He stated that there is a baseball stadium to the west and five schools within a short
distance. He stated this project is a continuation of the protected bike lane project along Bullard
Avenue from Greenway Avenue to south of the city boundary. 
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Ms. Coles asked if the design for protected bike lanes is part of the city’s adopted cross sections for
the streets in the area and why not wait for development to pay for it. Mr. Chang stated yes, this would
all be done within right-of- way and that the city is designing it right now. He stated that the city wants
to have the designs ready so that when development does come in that they know how much is
required of them. Mr. Lucero stated that there are other developers coming in south of the area and will
be building the protected bikeway north of Greenway Road and building their portion in the southern
half of the bullet. Ms. Coles asked if this design work will be replicable for other areas of the city
where the city wants protected bike lanes. Mr. Chang said the two way protected bike lane is fairly
unique to the application area. He stated that one way protected bike lanes along Bullard Avenue
would be more replicable. Mr. Proch asked what the bicycle infrastructure is like today or planned on
Civic Center Drive and Statler Drive. Mr. Chang stated that there are bike lanes on Statler Drive. He
said Civic Center only has a small portion that is built out. Mr. Kempton asked why Surprise chose
a two way protected bike lane on a street that will never have high traffic volumes or high speeds. Mr.
Chang stated that the inside of the bullet is already built out with driveways and entrances. He stated
that the city wants to keep the protected bike lanes on the outside of the bullet, because inside the
bullet there is a lot of circulation. Mr. Lucero stated that within the bullet, there are many multi-use
paths that connect a lot of points, but on the outside of the bullet people can circulate around the
facility as quickly as possible with limited access. Ms. Conklu asked if the lanes will be on the
undeveloped or developed side. Mr. Chang stated that it would be the undeveloped side. Ms. Conklu
asked how people will cross mid-block. Mr. Lucero stated that there are crosswalks at the nodes of the
multi-use paths and the city would extend that across to the protected bike lane. Mr. Wozniak asked
if there are design standards to build to for the buildings to front Paradise Lane or did the city expect
that the builder was going to front to the arterial. Mr. Lucero stated that the whole square mile is zoned
as the city center and is all under its own Planning Area Development (PAD) and so there are design
standards that need to be followed and specific zoning to the downtown center. Mr. Wozniak asked
if there was a close build to line adjacent to the sidewalk or could the buildings be set back. Mr. Lucero
stated that the buildings on the north half of the bullet are set back further, the buildings along the
inside of the bullet are built to line but vary a little bit. 

Chair Hash stated that the next application is Tempe’s application for Country Club Pedestrian
Improvements. Eric Iwersen of Tempe stated the project connects to several regional multi-use paths
bicycle and pedestrian corridors and many other amenities. He said it will link diverse east Tempe
neighborhoods from one end of the city to the other. He stated that the project would transform a wide
collector street into a strong pedestrian and bike multi-modal link. He stated it would resolve and
design a freight rail crossing south of Apache Boulevard and likely create a grade separated option
over the UPRR facility. The project would link directly to the regionally significant Western Canal
Multi-Use Path, which connects Mesa, Chandler and Gilbert to Tempe. He said the project also
connects to Tempe Town Lake and the Rio Salado path system with connections to Phoenix on the
west and Mesa to the east including the new underpass at the Loop 101 and 202 freeways. He stated
it links to Tempe Marketplace and links to one of Tempe’s largest employment hub. He stated the
project is in the Tempe Transportation Master Plan and general plan. He stated that Tempe has staff
and maintenance funds for the project, in addition to capital funds allocated through the Bicycle
Boulevard Program. Ms. Conklu asked in the areas where there are barriers, how far east or west is the
nearest bike or pedestrian alternative if someone is trying to connect through the whole corridor and
what are the traffic conditions in comparison to this corridor. Mr. Iwersen stated that the next closest
crossing would be at McClintock Road or Price Frontage Road. He stated that the traffic volumes are
not too high. Mr. Kempton stated that there is no collector street between College Avenue in Tempe
and Extension Road in Mesa. He stated it is a five mile gap with no collector street that crosses the
railroad tracks. He asked if Tempe would have to buy an easement along the north side of the railroad
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tracks on the application alignment. Mr. Iwersen stated that on the north side of the tracks there is an
apartment complex with a huge parking lot and Tempe has had discussions with the complex. He
stated it is also a redevelopment area, because it is south of Apache Boulevard which is where a lot
of light rail redevelopment is happening. He said with many of these redevelopment projects Tempe
has been putting in a lot of bike and pedestrian access.   

Chair Hash thanked all the speakers and asked the committee to finalize the scores for the applications
and bring them to Jason Stephens of MAG to be tabulated and ranked. Mr. Stephens stated that the top
six projects came to a total of $454,500, but that only $400,000 is available. He stated that the
committee should discuss how to move forward. The committee deliberated and came to a conclusion
on how to arrive within budgeted number of $400,000. Chair Hash then asked the six member
agencies, individually, to agree to the conclusion of the committee. Chair Hash asked Mr. Iwersen if
he would agree. Mr. Iwersen said yes. Chair Hash asked Ms. Coles if she would agree. Ms. Coles said
yes. Chair Hash asked Mr. Lucero is he would agree. Mr. Lucero said yes. Chair Hash, acting as the
Mesa representative, stated he agrees. Chair Hash asked Mr. Wozniak if he would agree. Mr. Wozniak
said yes. Chair Hash asked Mr. Proch if he would agree. Mr. Proch said yes. Chair Hash then asked
for a motion of approval. Ms. Coles moved to approve. Ms. Conklu seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously. 

6. Request for Future Agenda Items

There were no comments from the committee.  

7. Next Meeting Date

Chair Hash stated that the next meeting of the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee would be on
Tuesday, August 16, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. in the Ironwood Room and then he adjourned the meeting. 
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