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Context 

Policy Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation 
The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking 
and bicycling facilities into transportation projects. Every 
transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility 
to improve conditions and opportunities for walking and 
bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their 
transportation systems. Because of the numerous individual 
and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide — 
including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and 
quality of life — transportation agencies are encouraged to go 
beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient 
facilities for these modes. 

 



Context 

FHWA Support For: 
• An integrated, safe, and convenient 

transportation system for all users 
• Sustainable transportation policies 

and practices 
• Design flexibility 
• Connected pedestrian and bicycle 

networks 
• Pedestrian and bicycle data 
• Equity and Ladders of Opportunity 
• Quality of life and livability 
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• Provides a framework for organizing 
existing and planned pedestrian and 
bicycle activities 

• Emphasizes collaboration and 
partnerships 

• Assumes a 3-5 year time horizon  
• Builds on the policy statement on bicycle 

and pedestrian accommodations 
• Demonstrates FHWA’s ongoing national 

leadership on multimodal transportation 
and represents the agency’s 
commitment to institutionalize and 
mainstream these issues moving 
forward 
 
 

Overview 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/policy_accom.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/policy_accom.cfm


• USDOT Engagement 
• External Technical Work Group 
• Public Webinars 
• State DOT Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Coordinator Engagement 
• National Bike Summit 
• National Walking Summit 
• White Papers 

– Data 
– Research 
– Ladders of Opportunity 
– Training 

 
 

Planning Process 



Strategic Agenda for Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Transportation 



• Achieve an 80 percent reduction in pedestrian and 
bicycle fatalities and serious injuries in 15 years and 
zero pedestrian and bicycle fatalities and serious 
injuries in the next 20 to 30 years.  

• Increase the percentage of short trips represented 
by bicycling and walking to 30 percent by the year 
2025. This will indicate a 50 percent increase over 
the 2009 value of 20 percent. Short trips are 
defined as trips 5 miles or less for bicyclists and 1 
mile or less for pedestrians.  

Aspirational Goals 



 

FHWA Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts 



Sample Activities 
• Continue to promote design flexibility 
• Build capacity around recently developed resources 
• Complete a comprehensive update of the Bicycle Facility Design 

course at the National Highway Institute  
• Expand the availability and deployment of data about pedestrian 

and bicycle network infrastructure 
• Promote coordination between FHWA, TRB, AASHTO, and others 
• Establish a new Transportation Pooled Fund Study 
• Complete research project on measuring network connectivity and 

tracking change over time  
• Develop a curriculum (onboarding process) targeted to Federal, 

State, MPO, and local pedestrian and bicycle coordinators 
  

 
 
 
 

Goal 1: Networks 



Sample Activities 
• Implement and conduct outreach on the 

nonmotorized measures in the safety performance 
measures final rule 

• Complete research project on pedestrian and bicycle 
exposure to injuries and fatalities  

• Continue to operate a National Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Information Center  

• Develop policies and promote strategies to reduce 
vehicle speeds on multimodal corridors 

• Continue to work with NHTSA to promote a 5 Es 
approach to addressing safety issues 

• Promote STEP as part of EDC-IV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 2: Safety 



Sample Activities 
• Promote USDOT equity-related resources 
• Proactively encourage MPOs and State DOTs to address 

equity as part of the planning process 
• Educate agencies on funding sources for pedestrian and 

bicycle projects that advance equity, connectivity, and 
Ladders of Opportunity principles 

• Develop guides and case studies on incorporating equity 
metrics into Federal, State, regional, and local pedestrian 
and bicycle performance measurement programs 

• Promote Community Connections as a part of EDC-IV 
• Identify issues and promote opportunities to advance 

equity as part of the Every Place Counts Design Challenge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 3: Equity 



Sample Activities 
• Establish the Traffic Monitoring and Analysis System 

(TMAS) as a national repository of pedestrian and 
bicycle volume data in order to track trends, conduct 
research, and develop the basis for comprehensive 
performance measurement of nonmotorized modes 

• Continue to educate stakeholders on sources of 
Federal funds that may be used to support 
nonmotorized counting programs  

• Continue to work with CDC and others to implement 
the Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promoting 
Walking and Walkable Communities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4: Trips 



FHWA Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts 





• Highlights ways to apply 
design flexibility, while 
focusing on reducing 
multimodal conflicts and 
achieving connected 
networks 

• Help practitioners address 
topics such as: 
– Intersection design 
– Road diets 
– Pedestrian crossing treatments 
– Transit and school access 
– Freight 
– Accessibility 

Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying 
Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts 

Available at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian 



Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying 
Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts 

Available at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian 



Layout of Design Topics 





 



FHWA Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts 





Access and Equity 
ACCESS TO COMMUNITY DESTINATIONS 
ACCESS TO JOBS 
DENSITY OF DESTINATIONS 
POPULATION SERVED BY WALK/BIKE/TRANSIT 
PROPORTION OF TRANSPORTATION-DISADVANTAGED POPULATION 
SERVED 
HEALTH 
  
Travel Characteristics 
AVERAGE TRAVEL TIME 
AVERAGE TRIP LENGTH 
LEVEL OF SERVICE 
MODE SPLIT 
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE VOLUME 
PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE DELAY 
PERSON THROUGHPUT 
VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED (VMT) IMPACTS 
  
Safety and Behavior 
NUMBER AND RATE OF CRASHES 
ADHERENCE TO TRAFFIC LAWS 
PERCEPTION OF SAFETY 

Physical Characteristics 
CONNECTIVITY INDEX 
CROSSWALK SPACING 
FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
MILES OF PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE 
FACILITIES 
NETWORK COMPLETENESS 
ROUTE DIRECTNESS 
  
Economic Impacts 
JOB CREATION  
LAND VALUE 
RETAIL IMPACTS 
  
Environmental 
LAND CONSUMPTION 
PEDESTRIAN SPACE 
PRESENCE OF STREET TREES 

Performance Measures Toolbox 



 





Other Resources 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=http://pedbikesafe.org/PEDSAFE/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=http://pedbikesafe.org/BIKESAFE
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FHWA Contacts 

Dan Goodman 
Office of Planning, Environment, and 
Realty 
daniel.goodman@dot.gov 
 
Christopher Douwes 
Office of Planning, Environment, and 
Realty 
Christopher.Douwes@dot.gov 
 
Gabriel Rousseau 
Office of Safety 
Gabe.Rousseau@dot.gov 
 

 

Elizabeth Hilton 
Office of Infrastructure 
Elizabeth.Hilton@dot.gov 
 
Dave Kirschner 
Office of Operations 
David.Kirschner@dot.gov 
 
 

 

For More Information: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian 
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