Agenda Item #3B

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
INFORMATION SUMMARY... for your review

DATE:
October 11, 2011

SUBJECT:
US-60/Grand Avenue Corridor Optimization and Access Management Plan Study

SUMMARY:

On June 22, 2011, the Mayors of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Phoenix, Surprise, and Youngtown, and
Maricopa County Supervisor Max Wilson, sent a letter to Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOQOT) Director John Halikowski to express their interest in preserving US-60/Grand Avenue from
19th Avenue and McDowell Road to SR-303L as an expressway facility that remains a state highway
under ADOT control. Their letter also expressed a desire to work through the Maricopa Association
of Governments (MAG) in cooperation with ADOT to enhance mobility in the corridor and maintain the
corridor's expressway character. Based upon this request, MAG would develop the US-60/Grand
Avenue Corridor Optimization and Access Management Plan Study to identify a long-term solution for
accommodating travel demand and adjacent property access in this corridor. An amendment to the
FY 2012 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget is needed to include $850,000 for
the US-60/Grand Avenue Corridor Optimization and Access Management Plan Study.

US-60/Grand Avenue is a vital link that connects to three important freeways (Interstate 17, SR-101L,
and SR-303L) as well as with Interstate 10 with the 19th Avenue traffic interchange near Downtown
Phoenix. The corridor serves as an important transportation facility for the West Valley by connecting
commuters to the Central Valley. It provides access to El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Phoenix, the Sun
City area of Maricopa County, Surprise, and Youngtown. Grand Avenue is ranked the seventh busiest
corridor in the state in terms of traffic for a non-freeway urban facility. The average annual daily traffic
(AADT) on the 23-mile length of Grand Avenue from Phoenix to Surprise ranges between 35,000 and
44,000 vehicles per day. With an average commuter trip length of 14.5 miles, almost double the
average length in the greater Phoenix metropolitan area, Grand Avenue is a key commuter link for the
Valley.

US-60/Grand Avenue corridor also serves as an element of the National Highway System connecting
the Phoenix metropolitan area with Kingman and Las Vegas. The corridor also has a parallel freight
corridor with services to Northern Arizona and California. The importance of this heavily traveled
commuter and freight corridor demonstrates the need for it to remain as a state facility.

Numerous improvements have been constructed and implemented along US-60/Grand Avenue in
recent years. These projects have included intersection flyovers and underpasses, road-widening, and
facility maintenance, such as repaving and traffic signal timing improvement. All of these efforts have
been made to improve safety, traffic flow, and roadway user mobility for this vital corridor. However,
as land uses and travel demands of US-60/Grand Avenue continue to evolve, it has become apparent
that a vision and corridor optimization is needed to enable the Arizona Department of Transportation,
Maricopa County, and the affected cities to better plan, operate, and maintain the roadway. Included
in this vision is the need for a coordinated system for managing access by adjacent land uses and
approaching streets to enhance safety and ensure mobility for users of US-60/Grand Avenue.
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The study will consist of two distinct phases: (1) Corridor Optimization to establish operating principles
to improve the effectiveness of traffic operations along US-60/Grand Avenue and (2) an Access
Management Plan that will provide a detailed milepost-by-milepost description of adjacent property
access to US-60/Grand Avenue.

PUBLIC INPUT:
None.

PROS & CONS:

PROS: The US-60/Grand Avenue corridor will be operated and maintained by ADOT. With a clear
and agreed upon vision for the corridor, future projects can be established. As operating principles
established from this study are applied, corridor operations will be uniform, thereby improving traffic
flow and providing reliability for commuters. The establishment of the plan for access management
will serve as a guide for improving traffic flow, and increasing mobility and connectivity. The corridor
will become more attractive for economic development and safer for roadway users.

CONS: Without a corridor vision, the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) could transfer
ownership and maintenance of US-60/Grand Avenue to the respective MAG member agencies along
the corridor pursuant to Arizona Revised Statute 28-7209. The roadway could then be compromised
as a regional facility, as operations, maintenance, and potential modifications could be difficult to
coordinate among multiple agencies. As a result, congestion could build along the corridor, thereby
increasing commuter travel times and potentially diminishing air quality.

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

TECHNICAL: This study will produce a unified vision and accompanying goals for all future
development of the US-60/Grand Avenue corridor. The collective approach to solving the identified
corridor issues by the impacted agencies will establish a clear methodology for future studies that
require a multi-jurisdictional agreement on vision and goals.

POLICY: The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) adopted in 2003 included goals and objectives that
addressed system preservation & safety, access & mobility, and accountability & planning. The RTP
also allocated Regional Area Road Funds (RARF) to be used for implementation and planning studies
in the MAG region. Approving RARF funds for the US-60 Grand Avenue Corridor Optimization and
Access Management Plan is consistent with the goals and objectives of the RTP.

The outcomes of this study may include recommendations for agreements between the affected cities,
Maricopa County, and the Arizona Department of Transportation for coordinating access and traffic
operations of facilities and land-uses adjacent to the US-60/Grand Avenue corridor.

ACTION NEEDED:

Approval to amend the FY 2012 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to include
$850,000 to provide for the US-60/Grand Avenue Corridor Optimization and Access Management Plan
Study.

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:
This itemis on the October 12,2011 Management Committee agenda for recommendation to approve.

CONTACT PERSON:
Bob Hazlett, MAG Senior Engineer, 602 254-6300.



