
April 11, 2013

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, City of Avondale, Chair

SUBJECT: MODIFICATION TO THE ACTION FOR THE AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT FOR THE
  CENTRAL PHOENIX TRANSPORTATION FRAMEWORK STUDY AND ADDENDUM TO
  THE AGENDA TO CONVEY TO THE GOVERNOR VIA ADOT, THE METROPOLITAN
  PLANNING AREA BOUNDARY MAP

An addendum to the April 15, 2013, Regional Council Executive Committee agenda has been prepared to modify the
action to amend the FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for the contract amendment
to the Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study and to add an item regarding the Metropolitan Planning Area
Boundary.  Please contact the MAG office if you have questions about the addendum to the agenda.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR CONSENT*

*3E. Amendment to the Contract for the Central
Phoenix Transportation Framework Study to
Initiate Downtown Phoenix Core Connections
and Operations Studies and to Amend the FY
2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and
Annual Budget

The FY 2010 MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget (UPWP), approved
by the MAG Regional Council in May 2009,
includes $600,000 to conduct Phase I of the
Central Phoenix Transportation Framework
Study.  The MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget in FY 2011
included an additional $600,000 to conduct
Phase II of the project.  This study is developing
a multimodal transportation framework for the
study area that will likely be implemented at
multiple jurisdictional levels and includes
portions of, or all of, the Cities of Chandler,
Glendale, Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix,
Tolleson, Scottsdale, and Tempe, and the
Town of Guadalupe.  Phase II of the study is
nearing completion and the results will be

3E. Approval to amend the FY 2013 MAG Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to
increase the Central Phoenix Transportation
Framework Study contract with Wilson and
Company, Inc. by $380,000 to conduct the
additional work for the Central Phoenix
Transportation Framework Study, with the City
of Phoenix providing $190,000 and MAG
providing $190,000 of MAG Regional Area
Road Fund Study Funds.



presented to the MAG committees this
summer. A recent study workshop
recommended identifying better connections by
improving traffic and transit operations between
the Regional Freeway System and the
Downtown Phoenix Core. The City of Phoenix
is requesting to advance this study
recommendation by amending the UPWP to
use the Central Phoenix Transportation
Framework Study foundation and addl services
to provide study details about these improved
connections.  A combination of MAG Regional
Area Road Funds (RARF) and City of Phoenix
contributions has been identified for these
services.  Approval to amend the FY 2013
MAG UPWP is requested to increase the
Central Phoenix Transportation Framework
Study by $380,000, with the City of Phoenix
providing $190,000 and MAG providing
$190,000 of MAG RARF Study Funds.  Please
refer to the enclosed material.

*3F. Approval to Convey the Metropolitan Planning
Area Boundary Map to the Governor Via
ADOT

For several months, the MAG Regional Council
Executive Committee and the Regional Council
have been reviewing the potential changes to the
MAG Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) Boundary. 
The City of Maricopa and the Town of Florence
have passed resolutions requesting membership in
MAG pending a new MPA Boundary being
approved by the Governor in cooperation with
MAG.  On April, 3, 2013, the Governor of the Gila
River Indian Community sent a letter to MAG,
requesting that the remainder of the GRIC that is in
Pinal County  be included in the MAG MPA
Boundary.  At the February 27, 2013, Regional
Council meeting, staff was directed to forward a
written notice of a possible amendment to the
MAG By-Laws in anticipation of a new MPA
Boundary being determined by the Governor in
cooperation with MAG.  This would provide for
municipalities from Pinal County and Pinal County
itself to join MAG contingent upon the boundary
being changed.  The final MPA boundary map has
been conveyed to the Governor via ADOT. 
ADOT is requesting an approval action from MAG
regarding the map that has been transmitted to
ADOT. Please refer to the enclosed map.

3F. Approval of the Metropolitan Planning Area
Boundary map to be conveyed to the Governor
via the Arizona Department of Transportation.



Agenda Item #3E

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

INFORMATION SUMMARY... for your review

Revised

DATE: 
April 11, 2013

SUBJECT: 

Amendment to the Contract for the Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study to Initiate Downtown
Phoenix Core Connections and Operations Studies and to Amend the FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning
Work Program and Annual Budget

SUMMARY:  

The FY 2010 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget (UPWP), approved by the MAG
Regional Council in May 2009, includes $600,000 to conduct Phase I of the Central Phoenix Transportation
Framework Study.  The MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget in FY 2011 included an
additional $600,000 to conduct Phase II of the project.  This study is developing a multimodal
transportation framework for the study area that will likely be implemented at multiple jurisdictional levels
and includes portions of, or all of, the Cities of Chandler, Glendale, Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix,
Tolleson, Scottsdale, and Tempe, and the Town of Guadalupe.  Phase II of the study is nearing completion
and the results will be presented to the MAG committees this summer. A recent study workshop
recommended identifying better connections by improving traffic and transit operations between the
Regional Freeway System and the Downtown Phoenix Core. The City of Phoenix is requesting to advance
this study recommendation by amending the UPWP to use the Central Phoenix Transportation Framework
Study foundation and addl services to provide study details about these improved connections.  A
combination of MAG Regional Area Road Funds (RARF) and City of Phoenix contributions has been
identified for these services.  Approval to amend the FY 2013 MAG UPWP is requested to increase the
Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study by $380,000, with the City of Phoenix providing
$190,000 and MAG providing $190,000 of MAG RARF Study Funds.

During the framework study process, multiple stakeholder workshops were conducted to identify the long-
term transportation needs within the core of the metropolitan area.  One of these workshops focused on
the central corridor transportation “spine” that is formed by Interstates 10 and 17 between the North Stack
traffic interchange with Loop 101/Agua Fria-Pima Freeways on the north and the Pecos Stack traffic
interchange with Loop 202/Santan-South Mountain Freeways on the south.  An outcome of this workshop
was to identify better connections by improving traffic and transit operations between the central portion
of the freeway “spine,” including the Interstate 10 Inner Loop, and the Downtown Phoenix Core itself.  

Since the workshop, a critical need has emerged for Phoenix to advance the effort identified in the
workshop.  The City of Phoenix and MAG have identified a study program using the Central Phoenix
Transportation Framework Study as the foundation for determining short-, mid-, and long-term operational
improvements for Downtown Phoenix and its regional connections. This effort would require additional
services to the framework study and would include:

• Expanding existing Advance Traffic Management strategies for meeting peak period and event
travel demand to include, but not be limited to, additional directional and dynamic messaging
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signing (in coordination with ADOT) for better way finding to Interstate 10, Interstate 17, SR-51,
and Loop 202, and traveler information services on parking availability.

• Using the Inner Loop Traffic Simulation Model to identify traffic control treatments and other
Downtown Phoenix access and traffic flow objectives along Washington Street, Jefferson Street,
Roosevelt Street, Third Street, Fourth Street, Seventh Street, Buckeye Road, as well as near the
sports stadiums.

• Improving the Sunburst Plan traffic control treatments for Chase Field and US Airways Center.

• Investigating parking strategies, in particular for special and sporting events, to assess the cost
structure for City of Phoenix parking facilities versus private lots.

• Understanding impacts from proposed operational constrictions along Central Avenue from
proposed High Capacity Transit and potential impacts to Washington Street, Jefferson Street, First
Street, Adams Street, and their connections to the regional freeway system.

• Identifying the benefits and impacts from potential conversion of one-way streets to two-way
operations, restriping to allow for more on-street parking and/or bicycle lanes, and the
accommodation for enhanced bus transit operations.

As noted, these services are in addition to the scope of the original contract since they provide a more
detailed perspective for the central core of the Valley.  The City advises adding a budget of $380,000 to
the Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study to effectively study these recommendations.  A
combination of Regional Area Roadway Fund (RARF) study funds and City of Phoenix contributions has
been identified for the additional services.

PUBLIC INPUT:
No public input has been received.

PROS & CONS:
PROS: The additional services are fulfilling a recommendation identified from the Central Phoenix
Transportation Study and builds upon a transportation database that has identified the long-term
framework for the core of the Valley.  Completing these services in the near-term takes advantage of using
consultant services that are presently in-place and can deliver results to meet existing critical engineering
tasks for the City of Phoenix and the region.

CONS: None. 

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
TECHNICAL: The procurement of consultant services will enable MAG and City of Phoenix to obtain
technical expertise for improving regional connections between the freeway system and the Downtown
Core.  The effort will also expand the use of the Inner Loop Traffic Simulation Model by adding event
planning capabilities to meet the travel demand for the sports stadiums and to understand the high
capacity transit proposals along Central Avenue, its connections to South Phoenix, and adjacent
connections along Seventh Street and Seventh Avenue to the Regional Freeway System.

POLICY:  From a policy perspective, this study’s recommendations provide guidance and coordinated
multimodal transportation vision to the central Phoenix metropolitan area.

ACTION NEEDED:
Approval to amend the FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to increase the
Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study contract with Wilson and Company, Inc. by $380,000
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to conduct the additional work for the Central Phoenix Transportation Framework Study, with the City of
Phoenix providing $190,000 and MAG providing $190,000 of MAG Regional Area Road Fund Study Funds

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:
On April 10, 2013 the Management Committee recommended approval.

MEMBERS ATTENDING
Tom Remes for David Cavazos, Phoenix
Dr. Spencer Isom, El Mirage, Vice Chair

# Matt Busby for George Hoffman, 
  Apache Junction 
Charlie McClendon, Avondale

# Stephen Cleveland, Buckeye
Gary Neiss, Carefree
Wayne Anderson for Usama Abujbarah,
   Cave Creek 
Rich Dlugas, Chandler
Alfonso Rodriguez for Phil Dorchester, 
  Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
Ken Buchanan, Fountain Hills
Rick Buss, Gila Bend

* David White, Gila River Indian Community
Leah Hubbard for Patrick Banger, Gilbert
Brent Stoddard for Dick Bowers, Glendale

* Brian Dalke, Goodyear

* Bill Hernandez, Guadalupe
Darryl Crossman, Litchfield Park
Christopher Brady, Mesa

* Jim Bacon, Paradise Valley
Carl Swenson, Peoria
John Kross, Queen Creek

* Bryan Meyers, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
  Indian Community
Dan Worth, Scottsdale
Chris Hillman, Surprise
Andrew Ching, Tempe

* Reyes Medrano, Tolleson
Joshua Wright, Wickenburg

* Lloyce Robinson, Youngtown
John Nelson for John Halikowski, ADOT
John Hauskins for Tom Manos, 
  Maricopa County
Steve Banta, Valley Metro/RPTA

* Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
# Participated by telephone conference call. +  Participated by videoconference call.

CONTACT PERSON:  
Bob Hazlett, Senior Engineering Manager, 602 254-6300.
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