
National Association of Counties 
National League of Cities 

The United States Conference of Mayors 

February 14, 2013 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC   20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

On behalf of the national organizations representing elected officials of 
the nation’s cities and counties, we are writing to share our 

recommendations on MAP-21 provisions (Section 134 (d)(2) of Title 
23) regarding representation of public transportation providers on

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs). 

Specifically, as you promulgate new rules and/or policy guidance on 

this matter, we wanted to share our view that, in most instances, 
transit providers are already represented on their respective MPOs.  

For some, transit providers are represented directly by local elected 
officials who serve on the governing boards of both the MPO as well as 

a transit provider.  In other instances, elected officials on the MPO 
governing boards are there representing local jurisdictions which are 

often owners and/or operators or are part of the governing structure of 
a transit provider.  It is our view that these representations by local 

elected officials fully satisfy the new law. 

As we are familiar with the legislative debate, we know the intent of 
these provisions was to ensure that every MPO is taking account of the 

views of public transportation providers in planning and project 
selection decisions.  It is an objective we support, especially as 

representatives of the governmental organizations most identified with 

advocacy on behalf of public transportation.  That said, it is our view 
that most MPOs already meet the intent of MAP-21 regarding transit 

representation.   

Agenda Item #4
(additional item)



The Honorable Ray LaHood 

February 12, 2013 
Page Two 

As you promulgate new guidance, we urge you to allow individual 

MPOs the opportunity to show how they are complying with the intent 
of these provisions which we believe most agencies will demonstrate; 

for others, we urge you to provide flexibility to allow them to develop 
their own plan to implement any needed changes.  Acknowledging that 

redesignation will ensure implementation of the new law, we would 
simply urge that this be considered a last resort since we expect your 

rules and guidance to prompt the necessary changes where they are 
needed. 

We stand ready to assist in providing any information that might be 
helpful to your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Mathew D. Chase Clarence E. Anthony Tom Cochran 
Executive Director Executive Director CEO & Executive Director 

National Association National League The United States 
of Counties of Cities Conference of Mayors 






