
November 16, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, City of Scottsdale, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR 
   THE MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Monday, November 23, 2015 - 12:00 Noon (Immediately following RCP Board)
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Ironwood Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee has been scheduled for the time and
place noted above.  Members of the Committee may attend the meeting either in person or by
telephone or video conference.

Please park in the garage under the building.  Bring your ticket to the meeting, parking will be validated. 
For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority will provide transit tickets for your
trip.  For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Denise McClafferty at
the MAG office.  Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the
accommodation.

If you have any questions regarding the Executive Committee agenda items, please contact Dennis Smith,
MAG Executive Director, or Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, at (602) 254-6300. 



MAG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
TENTATIVE AGENDA
NOVEMBER 23, 2015

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED
1. Call to Order

The meeting of the Executive Committee will be
called to order.

2. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of
the public to address the Executive Committee on
items not scheduled on the agenda THAT FALL
UNDER THE JURISDICTION  OF MAG, or on
items on the agenda for discussion but not for
action.  Members of the public will be requested
not to exceed a three-minute time period for their
comments.  A total of 15 minutes will be provided
for the Call to the Audience agenda item, unless
the Executive Committee requests an exception
to this limit.  Please note that those wishing to
comment on action agenda items will be given an
opportunity at the time the item is heard.

2. Information and discussion.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR CONSENT*
BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

*3A. Approval of the September 21, 2015 Executive
Committee Meeting Minutes

3A. Approval of the September 21, 2015 Executive
Committee meeting minutes.

*3B. Approval of the September 25, 2015 Executive 
Committee Special Meeting and Executive 
Session Meeting Minutes

3B. Approval of the September 25, 2015 Executive 
Committee Special Meeting and Executive Session
Meeting Minutes.

*3C. Amendment to the FY 2016 MAG Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to
Accept Additional Funding to Support
Organization Development Efforts for
Age-Friendly Community Sites

The FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget (UPWP) was
approved on May 27, 2015. On October 15,
2015, a $40,000 grant from Virginia G. Piper
Charitable Trust was awarded to Regional
Community Partners.  The grant will be used to

3C. Approval to amend the MAG FY 2016 Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget
(UPWP) and to accept a $40,000 grant from
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust to support
organizational development efforts for age-friendly
community sites.
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MAG Executive Committee -- Tentative Agenda November 23, 2015

support organizational development efforts for
age-friendly community sites. This item is to
accept the $40,000 grant and approve an
amendment to the MAG FY 2016 UPWP to
support organizational development efforts for
age-friendly community sites. Please refer to the
enclosed materials.

*3D. Appointment of MAG Elderly and Persons with
Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc
Committee Vice Chair

The Vice Chair of the MAG Elderly and Persons
with Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc
Committee is no longer with the City of Surprise
leaving the Vice Chair position vacant.  On
September 17, 2015, MAG staff sent a notice to
the Management Committee, the MAG Elderly
and Persons with Disabilities Transportation
Program Ad Hoc Committee, and the
Intergovernmental Representatives to solicit letters
of interest for the Vice Chair position on the
Elderly and Persons with Disabilities
Transportation Program Ad Hoc Committee. 
Two letters were received, one from the City of
El Mirage and one from the City of Goodyear,
requesting consideration for the Vice Chair
position. Since that time, the City of Goodyear
withdrew its letter from consideration.  Please
refer to the enclosed material.

3D. Approval to appoint Janeen Gaskins, City of El
Mirage, as the Vice Chair of the MAG Elderly and
Persons with Disabilities Transportation Program
Ad Hoc Committee.

*3E. Don't Trash Arizona Litter Prevention and
Education Contract Extension

It costs our region more than $3 million every
year to pick up litter from our regional freeway
system. Proposition 400 includes funding for a
litter prevention and education program designed
to increase awareness of the health, safety,
environmental and economic consequences of
freeway litter and ultimately change the behavior
of offenders. The Don't Trash Arizona Litter
Education and Prevention program is
implemented by MAG in cooperation with the
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT).

3E. Approval to extend the consultant contract with
Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc. for the first one-year
option for the Litter Prevention and Education
Program, and to amend the contract to include the
$300,000 budgeted in the FY 20I6 Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for
litter prevention and education efforts.
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On November 17, 2014, the Regional Council
Executive Committee approved the selection of
Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc. (formerly known as
Olson Communications, Inc.), as the consultant to
design and implement the FY 2015 Litter
Prevention and Education Program. Under terms
of the contract, MAG may, at its option, offer to
extend the period of this agreement up to a
maximum of two (2), one (1) year options, based
on consultant performance and funding availability.
Based on the ongoing success of the program,
staff recommends extending the contract with
Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc., for the first year option
for the Litter Prevention and Education Program,
and to include the $300,000 budgeted in the FY
20I6 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual
Budget for litter prevention and education efforts.
This item is on the November 18, 20I5,
Management Committee agenda. An update will
be provided on the action taken by the
committee. Please refer to the enclosed material.

*3F. Amendment to the FY 2016 MAG Unified 
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to
Approve the Addition of a Regional Transportation
Planning Project for the Maricopa County Region

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 MAG Unified Planning
Work Program and Annual Budget, approved by
the MAG Regional Council in May 2014, identifies
planning projects for the Maricopa County Region
as required by Federal regulation 23CFR 450.308
(c) that includes a discussion of the planning
priorities of the Metropolitan Planning
Organization. Metropolitan transportation planning
activities performed with funds provided under
title 23 U.S.C. and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 are
required to be documented in the unified planning
work program. Valley Metro received a Transit
Oriented Development (TOD)  planning grant to
continue land use planning along  the proposed
Tempe Streetcar project. The effort will include
preparing a strategic plan that will identify long
term opportunities for TOD as well as an
implementation program. The work will be done

3F. Approval of the addition of the narrative for Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) planning grant to
continue land use planning along  the proposed
Tempe Streetcar project to the FY 2016 Total
Regional Planning Funds section of the MAG
Unified Planning Work Program and Annual
Budget.
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by the City of Tempe with support from Valley
Metro and is funded with $250,000 by the FTA
Grant and $75,000 through local funds.  The FTA
has indicated that this project needs to be included
in the narrative of the MAG Unified Planning
Work Program and Annual Budget appendix
under FY 2016 Total Regional Planning Funds.
This item is on the November 18, 20I5,
Management Committee agenda. An update will
be provided on the action taken by the
committee. Please refer to the enclosed material.

ITEMS TO BE HEARD
BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

4. Report on the Upcoming Desert Peaks Awards

When communities work together, the entire
region benefits. The Desert Peaks Awards were
created in 1998 as a means of recognizing
agencies and individuals who have demonstrated
a commitment to promoting, recognizing, and
attaining the ideals of regionalism. The Desert
Peaks Awards represent the most prestigious
regional honors bestowed in the state. The
awards are held biennially and would be held on
June 22, 2016, following the MAG annual
meeting.  A call for nominations is expected to be
issued in February.

Staff is requesting guidance on planning for the
Desert Peaks Awards event, including input on
potential venues, time of event, recommended
changes to event structure, and sponsorship.

4. Information, discussion and possible action.

5. MAG Committee Chair and Vice Chair 
Appointments ending December 31, 2015

On August 21, 2013, the MAG Regional Council
approved updates to the MAG Committee
Operating Policies and Procedures.  Officer
appointments for technical and other policy
committees, with exception of the MAG Regional
Council, Transportation Policy Committee, and
Management Committee, will be made by the

5. Approval of appointments of the technical and
policy committee chairs and vice chairs ending
December 31, 2017.

5



MAG Executive Committee -- Tentative Agenda November 23, 2015

MAG Executive Committee and are eligible for
two-year terms with succession of positions
occurring through the ascending order of officers. 
These appointments will be staggered to assist
with continuity, appointing approximately half of
the committee officers in June each year and the
remainder in January, unless a vacancy occurs. 

A memorandum was sent to the technical and
policy committee members whose chairs and vice
chairs expire in January explaining that officers of
these committees have served their term. 
According to the policies and procedures, the
committee’s vice chair will ascend to the chair
position, and letters of interest were requested for
the vice chair positions to be appointed by the
Regional Council Executive Committee.  An
update on the committee appointments will be
provided.  Please refer to the enclosed material.

6. Proposed Consultant Practicum Project with the
Thunderbird School of Global Management

MAG has participated with the Thunderbird
School of Global Management on several
economic development related projects. In 2013,
Thunderbird conducted research on Arizona-
Mexico Small and Medium Sized Business
Connections.  One of the recommendations that
came out of this study was to create a platform in
which to connect small and medium sized
businesses in Arizona and Mexico, which would
assist in promoting trade and exports.  As a result
of this recommendation, MAG staff created the
Building an International Economic Network
(BIEN) platform.  MAG is proposing to contract
with the Thunderbird Consultant Practicum
Program, in an amount not to exceed $2,000, to
assist with identifying ways to further promote
BIEN and potentially identifying a marketing plan.
Funding is available in the FY 2016 Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for
this activity.

6. Approval to proceed with the Thunderbird
Consultant Practicum Program project regarding
BIEN in an amount not to exceed $2,000.
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7. Applying for Additional Continuum of Care
Homeless Planning Funding from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development

This item is to inform members of the Executive
Committee that the Continuum of Care is in the
process of preparing a Continuum of Care (CoC)
Planning grant funding application in the amount of
$265,000 from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). The CoC
currently receives $180,000 in HUD CoC
Planning funds.  The additional funding, if
approved by HUD, will be used to hire one
additional full-time staff dedicated to the Human
Services Division and the Continuum of Care. 
MAG will provide the required 25 percent cash
match in the amount of $66,250 using dedicated
homeless assessment funding.  The request from
HUD in the amount of $265,000 plus cash match
of $66,250 brings the total budget to $331,250.
Please refer to the enclosed material.

7. Information and discussion.

8. Update on the Gaiser v. Valley Metro Rail et al,
Maricopa County Case NO. CV2015-10237

At the September 21, 2015 Executive Committee
meeting, the committee discussed MAG’s position
in the Gaiser v. Valley Metro Rail litigation.  The
MAG attorney will provide an update on this case.

The Executive Committee may vote to recess the
meeting and go into executive session to discuss
and consult with MAG's attorneys to consider
MAG's position and instruct its attorneys regarding
litigation: Gaiser v. Valley Metro Rail et al,
Maricopa County Case No. CV2015-10237. The
authority for such an executive session is A.R.S.
§38-431.03(A)(4).

8. Information, discussion and possible action to
recess the meeting to conduct an executive
session to discuss and consult with MAG's
attorneys to consider MAG's position and instruct
its attorneys regarding litigation: Gaiser v. Valley
Metro Rail et al, Maricopa County Case No.
CV2015-10237.

9. Annual Performance Review of the MAG
Executive Director

The employment agreement entered into with
the MAG Executive Director in January 2003
provided that the Executive Committee conduct

9. Information, discussion and possible action to
recess the meeting to conduct an executive
session to discuss the MAG Executive Director's
performance evaluation. A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(1).
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an annual performance review in consultation with
the Regional Council. On December 15, 2003,
the Executive Committee approved an evaluation
survey for the MAG Executive Director's
performance review. To provide a more efficient
process, the evaluation survey has been converted
to electronic format in SurveyMonkey.  Staff will
provide a review of the electronic survey
instrument, and the process for conducting the
annual evaluation will be discussed.  The Executive
Committee may vote to recess the meeting and
go into executive session to discuss personnel
matters relating to the MAG Executive Director's
review. The meeting may then be reconvened to
take action regarding the review. A.R.S.
38-431.03(A)(1).

10. Possible Action on the Annual Performance
Review of the MAG Executive Director

The Executive Committee may reconvene the
regular meeting to take action regarding the annual
performance review of the MAG Executive
Director.

10. Information, discussion and possible action
regarding the MAG Executive Director’s
performance evaluation.

11. Legislative Update

An update will be provided on legislative issues of
interest.

11. Information, discussion and possible action.

12. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Executive
Committee would like to have considered for
discussion at a future meeting will be requested.

12. Information.

13. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity will be provided for the Executive
Committee members to present a brief summary of
current events.  The Executive Committee is not
allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or take action
at the meeting on any matter in the summary, unless
the specific matter is properly noticed for legal action.

13. Information.

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
September 21, 2015

MAG Offices, Ironwood Room
302 N. 1st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale, Chair
Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix, Vice Chair
Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye, Treasurer 

Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek
#Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown
Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe
Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage

* Not present
# Participated by video or telephone conference call

1. Call to Order

The Executive Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Lane at 12:00 p.m.  Mayor
LeVault participated by teleconference. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3.  Call to the Audience

Chair Lane stated according to the MAG public comment process, members of the audience
who wish to speak are requested to fill out the public comment cards.  He stated that there is
a three-minute time limit.  Public comment is provided at the beginning of the meeting for
items that are not on the agenda that are within the jurisdiction of MAG, or non-action agenda
items that are on the agenda for discussion or information only.  Chair Lane noted no public
comment cards had been received.

4. Approval of Executive Committee Consent Agenda

Chair Lane noted prior to action on the consent agenda, members of the audience are provided
an opportunity to comment on consent items that are being presented for action. Following
the comment period, committee members may request that an item be removed from the
consent agenda.  

Chair Lane requested a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mayor Meck moved to approve
consent items #4A and #4B.  Mayor Mitchell seconded the motion and the motion carried
unanimously.
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4A. Approval of the August 10, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved the August 10, 2015
Executive Committee meeting minutes. 

4B. Amendment to the Fiscal Year 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual
Budget to Add a New On-Call Consultant Project for the Traffic Signal Optimization Program

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved to amend the FY 2016
MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to add the Traffic Signal
Optimization Program Project using $300,000 in contingency funds to carry out the FY 2016
Traffic Signal Optimization Program. 

Since its inception in Fiscal Year (FY) 2004, the MAG Traffic Signal Optimization Program
(TSOP) has successfully completed more than 100 projects that have helped improve traffic
signal timing at more than 1,000 intersections across the region.  At the time the FY MAG
2016 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget (UPWP) was approved by the
MAG Regional Council in May 2015, it was projected that the funds for the TSOP project in
the FY 2015 UPWP would carry forward to the FY 2016 UPWP.  However, during the spring
of 2015, many TSOP projects were initiated and completed.  An on-call consultant project is
needed to continue to provide the ongoing technical assistance to local agencies during FY
2016.  An amendment is needed to the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and
Annual Budget to add a new on-call consultant project with a budget of $300,000 in
contingency funds. If the amendment is approved, it is anticipated that a list of TSOP projects
will be generated through a call for projects and considered through the MAG committee
process in the coming months.  These projects will be assigned to qualified on-call consultants
that have been approved through the MAG process and the projects would be carried out
between January and June of 2016. 

5. Request for Sponsorship for the ASU Morrison Institute for Public Policy State of Our State
Event

Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, stated The Arizona State University Morrison
Institute for Public Policy is hosting the State of Our State event on November 20, 2015. At
this event, former MAG Secretary Jack DeBolske will be honored and presented with the
Public Policy Legacy Award.  The sponsorship levels include the Maroon sponsorship for
$1,500 that will provide one table of eight or the VIP Gold sponsorship that includes two
tables of eight for $5,000 and agency recognition at the event.

 Mr. Smith stated in 1957, Jack DeBolske was the youngest Executive Director of the League
of Arizona Cities and Towns and the youngest League Director in the United States.  In 1967,
he was instrumental in creating the Councils of Governments in Arizona and the Maricopa
Association of Governments, which he led from 1967 to 1996.  Mr. DeBolske also secured
funding for the regional freeway system in 1985 by passage of a half-cent sales tax designated

2



for transportation – one of the first of its kind in the nation. His legacy runs deep in Arizona. 
Mr. Smith added if MAG does sponsor this event, who would we invite. He noted there are
many past mayors in the valley, who have worked with Mr. DeBolske, as well as MAG staff. 

Chair Lane asked if this event was a fund raiser for the Arizona State University Morrison
Institute for Public Policy Morrison Institute.  Mr. Smith stated federal money would not be
used for this.  Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, stated all funds would
be deposited to the ASU Foundation for a New American University, a separate nonprofit
organization that exists to support ASU.  Mayor Lane noted this would then be a contribution
to the university.  Mr. Smith stated MAG likes to be transparent regarding these types of
requests, as well as receive input for the level of sponsorship and who would be attending. 
Mayor Lane stated he would prefer to stay at the Maroon level.  

Mayor Mitchell stated if we have the funds available, he supports sponsoring this event at the
VIP Gold level.  He added Mr. DeBolske really laid the foundation for municipalities across
the state and this also shows our commitment with one of Economic Development Committee
partners.  Mayor Mitchell asked who MAG typically invites to this type of event.  Mr. Smith
stated perhaps people who chaired MAG Regional Council during Jack DeBolske's tenure,
could be invited to attend the event.  Mayor Lane stated for the record he supports honoring
Mr. DeBolske and would recommend the Maroon sponsorship because this is a fund raiser
that uses taxpayer money.  Mayor Meck  stated that he supports sponsoring the event at the
VIP Gold level.  He added that we need to honor Mr. DeBolske for what he has accomplished
because he truly is a legacy. 

6. Request for Sponsorship for the 11th Annual International State of the State Luncheon

Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, stated MAG has been requested to
provide sponsorship for the 11th Annual International State of the State Luncheon (ISOS), a
yearly event hosted by the Phoenix Committee on Foreign Relations.  She added this year's
ISOS discussion will feature Governor Doug Ducey on how Arizona is competing
internationally - "A Discussion with Governor Doug Ducey about Steering Arizona's Future
in International Waters". A $1,000 sponsorship will provide a table of 10 at the ISOS
luncheon.  Ms. McClafferty stated in the past, MAG staff has reached out to the Executive
Committee members first to see if they are interested in attending. If any seats remain, the
invitation is then extended to the MAG Regional Council members.

Chair Lane asked if there were questions or comments from the committee.  There were none.

7. Request for Sponsorship for the Arizona Mayors Trade and Protocol Mission to Mexico City

Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, stated on October 4-7, 2015, a
delegation of elected officials and business leaders will travel to Mexico City as part of an
Arizona Mayors Trade and Protocol Mission to promote regional cooperation and economic
opportunity with one of our valued trading partners.  She added MAG has been requested to
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provide sponsorship of $2,500 for a delegation reception in Mexico City titled: “The Real
Arizona: Advancing a Strong Partnership”.  Ms. McClafferty explained the reception will
focus on promoting the real Arizona, the benefits and opportunities of doing business in
Arizona and supports the focus of the MAG Economic Development Committee to work with
other agencies to improve the economy and image of Arizona.  Guests include high-level
business leaders, community leaders and chambers in Mexico City.  Ms. McClafferty stated
Mayor Stanton, City of Phoenix, Mayor Wolcott, City of Surprise and Mayor Giles, City of
Mesa will also be attending this event.  She noted this sponsorship will not be used to
subsidize the MAG elected officials' travel expenses.

Chair Lane asked if the Memorandum of Understanding that MAG has with the Arizona
Commerce Authority is an annual contribution.  Ms. McClafferty stated it was a one year
commitment and staff is currently assessing the benefits and will put together a report as to
how the office has helped our region.  Chair Lane asked if there were any comments or
questions from the committee.  There were none.

8. Legislative Update

Nathan Pryor, MAG Government Relations Manager, provided an update on HB2617 and
noted this issue has been reported to the Executive Committee since April 2015.  Mr. Pryor
discussed the possible ramifications to the diversion of Proposition 400 sales tax funds for
transportation to the Arizona Department of Revenue (ADOR).  Provisions in HB 2617 would
direct $2,582,396.84 per year from MAG and approximately $498,892 per year from the Pima
Association of Governments to fund ADOR operations.

Mr. Pryor stated on May 27, 2015, a working group met with the Governor’s staff to discuss
possible accommodations to the provisions of HB 2617. This working group included 
Mayors Lane, City of Scottsdale, Mayor LeVault, Town of Youngtown and Mayor Mitchell,
City of Tempe, and Maricopa County Supervisor Barney. Discussions included limiting the
time frame for two years and work with the state in assisting through the structural deficit. 
On June 24, 2015, this item was presented to the MAG Regional Council and discussed a
possible option of working with the state in reaching some form of accommodation to HB
2617.  

Mr. Pryor reported that a number of Regional Council members expressed concern with
transferring regional funding to the state as contrary to what the voters understood as to how 
Proposition 400 funds are to be spent and the working group was encouraged to have more
discussion with governor's office.  On August 3, 2015 the working group and Mayor
Rothschild, City of Tucson, met with the Governor’s staff to continue these discussions.  The
same day, MAG received an invoice for $2,582,396.84 dated July 31, 2015.  Mayor Lane
stated they are still waiting to hear if some form of accommodation will be proposed and  he
indicated that MAG is now faced with the decision on whether this money is paid or taken. 

Chair Lane asked if there were questions or comments from the committee.  
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Mr. Pryor stated it was MAG’s understanding that if there is no action taken there will be an
automatic transfer to ADOR.  He added the invoice has a due date of September 30, 2015.  

Mayor Mitchell commented that in previous meetings, the Governor’s office stated they
would get back to MAG by the August 26, 2015 Regional Council meeting.  Mr. Smith stated
MAG staff was told they would be notified in September with a potential resolution, but as
of today, have not heard anything.  He added a decision has to be made in regards to payment
of the invoice.  Mayor Mitchell stated this situation is crucial and asked Mayor Lane if he
would get in touch with the Governor’s office.  Mayor Lane stated that he would get in
contact with the Governor’s office regarding this issue.  Mr. Smith stated in his opinion he
thinks this would set a bad precedent if MAG willingly pays the invoice.  He added if MAG
does pay the invoice and a case needs to be made,  it may weaken their position.  Mayor Lane
asked Fredda Bisman, MAG Legal Counsel, if this would in fact weaken or strengthen our
position.  Ms. Bisman stated she understands the Executive Director’s strategy, and
theoretically, MAG would be in a better position if they do not pay it, and it has to be taken. 

Mayor Stanton asked what are the mechanics in terms of the funds being taken MAG.  Mr.
Smith indicated that these dollars do not reside at MAG, they are in the Regional Area Road
Fund.  According to the legislation, it will be taken off the top of the Regional Area Road
Fund and transfer it to the Arizona Department of Revenue.  Mayor Mitchell stated having
been in these meetings, he was under the impression that these were good faith discussions
with the Governor’s office, and for the Governor’s office to not get back to MAG is a real
sense of concern and is not setting a good precedent of trying to work with their office. 
Mayor Lane agreed and added he would communicate this to their office.  Mayor Stanton
asked if this agenda item was scheduled for an Executive Session today. 

Mr. Smith stated it was his understanding this was resolved at the August Executive
Committee meeting where it was thought this was going to be worked out with the Governor’s
office.  Mayor Lane added he also thought he would have heard something by now.  After a
lengthy discussion, the committee members concluded it is better for them to not willingly
pay the invoice.  Mayor Mitchell stated, with respect to MAG Regional Council members, he
would feel better if this committee communicated this position to Regional Council members
prior to the Regional Council meeting, which is the same day the payment due.  Mr. Smith
asked Ms. Bisman if it was still possible to file the necessary paperwork if that is the direction
the committee wants to go.  Ms. Bisman indicated the timing  is very questionable, but with
the committee’s direction she would put the effort forward to file a temporary restraining
order of the transfer. 

Mayor Stanton asked if there is a way to document MAG’s position, without going through
litigation, stating this money is being taken against their will.  Ms. Bisman stated she could
draft a letter to the Governor’s office and ADOR, discussing their position and concerns, and
copy the Regional Council members.  Mr. Smith agreed with Mayor Mitchell and suggested
the Executive Committee have a telephone conference before the next Regional Council
meeting.  He explained this will give Chair Lane time to speak with the Governor’s office and
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allow staff to update Regional Council members of the current situation. Chair Lane stated
he would like the opportunity to speak with the Governor’s office and then have a telephonic
Executive Committee meeting to provide an update. Chair Lane also agreed with Mayor
Stanton’s point to have a letter prepared and sent to the Governor’s Office, with copies being
sent to Regional Council members about the understandings coming away from the meetings
with the Governor’s office.  

Chair Lane motioned to direct MAG staff to draft a letter to the Arizona Department of
Revenue, which he will sign, indicating a protest of funds taken from the Regional Area Road
Funds. The letter should state that MAG is looking forward to working with the Governor's
office and Legislative leadership in finding a solution to the issues created by House Bill
2617.  Mayor Stanton seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

9. Executive Session to Discuss Potential Litigation

Mayor Mitchell moved that the Executive Committee go into Executive Session regarding
agenda item #9.  Mayor Meck seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  The
meeting went into Executive Session at 12:41 p.m.

The Executive Committee reconvened regular session at 12:59 p.m.

10. Request for Future Agenda Items  

Chair Lane asked if there were any requests for future agenda items.  There were none.

11.    Comments from the Committee

Chair Lane asked if there were any comments from the committee.  There were none.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

____________________________________
         Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL SPECIAL TELECONFERENCE
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

September 25, 2015
MAG Offices, Ironwood Room

302 N. 1st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

#Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale, Chair
*Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix, Vice Chair
#Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye, Treasurer 

#Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek
#Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown
#Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe
*Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage

* Not present
# Participated by video or telephone conference call

1. Call to Order

The Executive Committee teleconference meeting was called to order by Chair Lane at 10:05
a.m. Chair Lane, Mayor Barney, Mayor LeVault, Mayor Meck, and Mayor Mitchell
participated by teleconference. 

2.  Call to the Audience

Chair Lane stated that according to the MAG public comment process, members of the
audience who wish to speak are requested to fill out the public comment cards.  He stated 
there is a three-minute time limit.  Public comment is provided at the beginning of the
meeting for items that are not on the agenda that are within the jurisdiction of MAG, or non-
action agenda items that are on the agenda for discussion or information only.  Chair Lane
noted no public comment cards had been received.

3 . Legislative Update

Chair Lane provided an overview on  House Bill 2617. This is the legislation in which MAG
is required to fund Arizona Department of Revenue (ADOR) operations with more than $2.5
million annually. As provided for in HB 2617, the funds will be transferred from the funds
referenced in A.R.S. 42-6105, which is the voter-approved, half cent transportation tax that
is dedicated for transportation investments in Maricopa County.  This bill also affects the
Pima Association of Governments with a diversion of approximately $500,000 annually. 
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Chair Lane stated since the September 21, 2015 MAG Regional Council Executive Committee
meeting, a letter that conveys concern about the provisions of House Bill 2617 and the timing
for a proposed solution has been delivered to the Governor's office.  Earlier this morning,
Chair Lane received a response letter from René Guillen, Jr., Policy Advisor, Government and
Transportation, from the  Governor's office which indicated his willingness to meet with the
MAG Executive Director and Executive Committee members to seek their input.  Chair Lane
asked if there were any comments or questions from the committee.  Mr. Smith added MAG
legal counsel was in attendance if the committee would like to go into executive session.  Ms.
Bisman commented that an executive session is appropriate if members would like to discuss
legal strategies and options. 

Mayor Mitchell moved that the Executive Committee go into executive session regarding
agenda item #9.  Mayor Meck seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  The
meeting went into Executive Session at 10:11 a.m.

The Executive Committee reconvened regular session at 10:41 a.m.  

4. Possible Action on the Legislative Update

Chair Lane moved to direct MAG staff to draft a letter to the Arizona Department of Revenue
indicating a protest of funds taken from the Regional Area Road Funds. The letter should state
that MAG is looking forward to working with the Governor's office and Legislative leadership
in finding a solution to the issues created by House Bill 2617.   Mayor LeVault seconded the
motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned at 10:43 a.m.

____________________________________
         Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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Agenda Item #3C

November 16, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Brande Mead, Human Services Manager

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO THE  FY 2016 MAG UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM 
  AND ANNUAL BUDGET TO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO SUPPORT 
  ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS FOR AGE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY 
  SITES

The FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget (UPWP) was approved by the
MAG Regional Council on May 27, 2015. On October 15, 2015, a $40,000 grant from Virginia G. Piper
Charitable Trust was awarded to Regional Community Partners.  The grant will be used to support
organizational development efforts for age-friendly community sites. This item is to accept this $40,000
grant and recommend approval of an amendment to the MAG FY 2016 UPWP to support organizational
development efforts for age-friendly community sites.

Currently, MAG staff provides technical assistance to nine Age-Friendly pilot sites, six within Maricopa
County, and three outside of Maricopa County. The sites are Central Village, Tempe Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, Northwest Valley Connect, Scottsdale, Surprise, Maricopa, Bullhead City, Wickenburg, and
Parker.  Technical assistance was provided to new sites (Scottsdale, Surprise, Maricopa, Bullhead City and
Parker) resulting in the development of five business plans. The project website, www.connect60plus.com
has evolved to include more inter-generational and statewide components which include training
opportunities, webinars, and information to raise awareness about age-friendly efforts throughout the
state.  The $40,000 grant from Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust will support continued organizational
development efforts to the sites.

It is recommended to formally accept these funds and approve an amendment to the FY 2016 MAG
Unified Planning Work Program. If you have any questions regarding this amendment, please contact me
at the MAG office at (602) 254-6300.

http://www.connect60plus.com
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Agenda Item #3E

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

INFORMATION SUMMARY...for your review

DATE: 
November 16, 2015

SUBJECT:
Don’t Trash Arizona Litter Prevention and Education Amendment to Extend Contract for an Additional Year

SUMMARY:
The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) includes $279 million for the freeway maintenance program, including
litter control. In November 2003, MAG and the Arizona Department of Transportation signed a joint resolution
that included a commitment to develop a long-term litter prevention program to help reduce freeway litter and
defray pickup costs. The program, known as Don’t Trash Arizona was first implemented in 2006.

The purpose of the Don’t Trash Arizona program is to increase awareness of the health, safety, environmental
and economic consequences of freeway litter and ultimately change the behavior of offenders. MAG works
cooperatively with the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), which manages the program for the
state outside of Maricopa County. 

In November 2014, the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee approved the selection of a consultant,
Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc, (formerly known as Olson Communications, Inc.), to continue the implementation
of Don’t Trash Arizona through November 2015. Shortly thereafter, Olson was acquired by Fingerpaint
Marketing, Inc.  The Olson staff in its entirety moved to Fingerpaint, and continues to run the project. The
selection of the consultant included a provision that the base contract period shall be a one-year term but that
MAG may, at its option, offer to extend the period of this agreement up to a maximum of two (2), one (1) year
options, based on consultant performance and funding availability.

Since 2006, combined with public relations efforts, the Don’t Trash Arizona Litter Prevention and Education
program has achieved tens of millions of audience impressions. Strategies implemented in the past two years
include public relations, media outreach, paid advertising, and community partnerships. In April, a new
campaign look and feel was introduced as part of Earth Day activities, featuring new neon colors under the
banner of "Trash Talk."  Along with radio and web advertising, innovative tactics have included a mobile
billboard that travels to major sporting events and concert venues, banners at high school football games,
social media videos, messaging at gas stations and convenience stores near Maricopa County freeways,
movie theater advertising, a refreshed website, and other public relations efforts.

A telephone survey of Maricopa County residents conducted in August 2015 found that the anti-litter
program is working to decrease the number of motorists who litter while driving. The survey found that
seven in ten (71%) residents surveyed indicated they have not littered in the past year. This is a significant
increase from the 62 percent recorded in 2014. Among those who reported littering items, food/organic
material continues to be the most common type of litter mentioned by residents (50%), followed by small
pieces of paper (27%) and other food wrappers (12%). As it relates to smokers, more than half (54%) of
those surveyed indicated they dispose of cigarettes by using an ashtray in their vehicles, which is down
slightly from last year but still significantly higher than in 2013. A small proportion of residents surveyed
indicated they smoke (12%, which is comparable with recent years). Results are based on 401
fifteen-minute interviews with Maricopa County residents with results at a 95 percent confidence level. 

The www.DontTrashAZ.com website includes information about littering, activities and resources for
students and teachers, a page to report littering violations and other information. The 2015 Litter Survey
findings will be uploaded to the website for reference and general public information.

http://www.DontTrashAZ.com


The contract with Fingerpaint expires on November 30, 2015. Due to the ongoing success of the Don’t Trash
Arizona program, staff recommends extending the consultant contract with Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc., for
the first one-year option for the Litter Prevention and Education Program to include the $300,000 budgeted
in the FY 2016 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for litter prevention and education efforts.

PUBLIC INPUT:
Numerous presentations and special events were conducted throughout the year, with feedback solicited
through website outreach, advertising, and with a statistically valid telephone survey.

PROS & CONS:
PROS: Research suggests that prevention programs can change public perception and habits regarding litter,
which is ugly, unhealthy and unsafe. Properly maintained freeways are important to the quality of life of the
residents of this region and to the image projected to tourists and economic development prospects.

CONS: None.

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
TECHNICAL: The Regional Transportation Plan includes $279 million in funding for landscape maintenance
and noise mitigation, with a small portion allocated for litter prevention and education. The FY 2016 campaign
will build on efforts of the Don’t Trash Arizona campaign to date.

POLICY: An effective litter prevention and education program will help change the behavior of offenders,
which will improve health and safety, protect the environment, improve visual aesthetics along the MAG
Regional Freeway System, enhance tourism and economic development prospects, and ultimately reduce the
cost of freeway maintenance.

ACTION NEEDED:
Approval to extend the consultant contract with Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc., for the first one-year option for
the Litter Prevention and Education Program, and to amend the contract to include the $300,000 budgeted
in the FY 20I6 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for litter prevention and education efforts.
 

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:
This is on the November 18, 2015 MAG Management Committee agenda for recommendation to approve.

On November 17, 2014, the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee approved a recommendation
forwarded by the MAG Management Committee that Fingerpaint Marketing, Inc., (formerly known as
Olson Communications, Inc.), be selected to design and implement the FY 2015 Litter Prevention and
Education Program for the Regional Freeway System in the MAG Region. The action included a provision
that the base contract period shall be a one-year term but that MAG may, at its option, offer to extend the
period of this agreement up to a maximum of two (2), one (1) year options, based on consultant
performance and funding availability.

CONTACT PERSON:
Kelly Taft, MAG Communications Manager, (602) 254-6300.

2



Agenda Item #3F

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

INFORMATION SUMMARY... for your review

DATE: 
November 16, 2015

SUBJECT:
Amendment to the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to Approve the
Addition of a Regional Transportation Planning Project for the Maricopa County Region

SUMMARY:  
The Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget, approved by the
MAG Regional Council in May 2014, identifies planning projects for the Maricopa County Region as
required by Federal regulation 23 CFR 450.308 (c) that includes a discussion of the planning priorities of
the Metropolitan Planning Organization. Metropolitan transportation planning activities performed with
funds provided under title 23 U.S.C. and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 are required to be documented in the
unified planning work program.  Valley Metro received a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) planning
grant to continue land use planning along  the proposed Tempe Streetcar project. The effort will include
preparing a strategic plan that will identify long term opportunities for TOD as well as an implementation
program. The work will be done by City of Tempe with support from Valley Metro and is funded with
$250,000 by the FTA Grant and $75,000 through local funds. The FTA has indicated that this project needs
to be included in the narrative of the MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget appendix
under FY 2016 Total Regional Planning Funds.

PUBLIC INPUT:
None.

PROS & CONS:
PROS:  MAG is adding a project to the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget
appendix under FY 2016 Total Regional Planning Funds that identifies an additional transportation
planning project for the Maricopa County Region. This will provide information in the work program on a
regional transportation planning project.

CONS: None.

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
TECHNICAL: None.

POLICY: In accordance with Federal regulation 23 CFR 450.308( c) the UPWP will identify work proposed
for the Maricopa County Region.  In addition, metropolitan transportation planning activities performed with
funds provided under title 23 U.S.C. and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 are required to be documented in a
unified planning work program.

ACTION NEEDED:
Approval of the addition of the narrative for Transit Oriented Development (TOD)  planning grant to
continue land use planning along  the proposed Tempe Streetcar project to the FY 2016 Total Regional
Planning Funds section of the MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget.

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:
This item is on the November 18, 2015 MAG Management Committee agenda for recommendation to
approve.

CONTACT PERSON: 
Eric Anderson, MAG, (602) 452-5051



November 16, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Kelly Taft, MAG Communications Manager

SUBJECT: 2016 DESERT PEAKS AWARDS PROGRAM AND ANNUAL MEETING
  

MAG established the Desert Peaks Awards in 1998 to recognize excellence in regional cooperation
among local governments, residents and the private sector. The awards program is held every other year
to honor member agencies, partners and individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to
promoting, recognizing, and attaining the ideals of regionalism. Executive Committee confirmation is
sought in moving forward with the structure outlined below. Guidance is requested for other suggested
changes for the 2016 Desert Peaks Awards program. 

Desert Peaks Awards Program Overview: 
There are currently six Desert Peaks Award categories: Public Partnership; Public Private Partnership;
Professional Service; Regional Partnership; Outstanding Economic Development Champion, and Regional
Excellence.  A qualified and knowledgeable judging panel is established through Executive Committee
recommendation.  Once the judging panel has reviewed all entries and the recipients to be honored in
each of the six categories are  selected, the recipients are notified in advance of their selection. MAG has
found this has increased attendance at the event. 

To save costs, MAG has moved from a paper-based invitation system to an online registration process
utilizing EventBrite software. This has expedited the registration process and saved postage and outside
printing costs. MAG anticipates using this program to issue the 2016 Desert Peaks Awards invitations.

The awards event typically includes refreshments of heavy hors d'ouvres, with two beverage tickets
provided. MAG relies on sponsorships to help offset the costs of the event.  A copy of the draft
sponsorship solicitation letter and sponsorship levels will be provided at the meeting.

The outgoing MAG Chair serves as the emcee of the event and in recent years has introduced a video
providing a  summary of the year of achievements. Short video segments are also produced summarizing
the projects or people selected for each award. During the program, members of the MAG Executive
Committee  appear onstage to present the various Desert Peaks awards. The program concludes with
the Passing of the Gavel and a message from the incoming Chair.

Overview of Proposed Changes:
MAG is currently planning to host the awards program on June 22, 2016, following the MAG annual
meeting.  In the past, the Desert Peaks Awards event has been held in the early evening, following the
annual meeting.  This would require changing the time of the June 22, 2016, meeting from 11:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. The June meeting will serve as the annual meeting and will include election of officers.
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MAG bylaws call for the annual meeting to be held in the city of Phoenix. MAG staff is exploring  potential
venues and will provide an update at the meeting. 

One key question for the Executive Committee would be to discuss charging a fee to attend the awards
event. Executive Committee direction is requested. 

MAG staff recommends changes to the sponsorship levels to streamline the categories and increase the
higher level sponsorships. Bronze level sponsorships would include any donations up to $2,000.
However, Silver ($4,000), Gold ($6,000), and Platinum ($8,000) would be set amounts to make the
process easier. Sponsor benefits have been increased. If a fee is charged to attend the event, a new
sponsor benefit would include the provision of tickets to the event.  Another recommended change to
the sponsorship benefits this year is to provide an opportunity for the Platinum sponsor to come onstage
to assist the Mayor in presenting the Outstanding Economic Development Champion award.

Due to cost constraints, a final recommended change in 2016 would be a restriction in which the
maximum number of Lucite awards given in a single category cannot exceed 15. If additional awards are
requested, they can be purchased by recipients following the event.

Call for Nominations:
The call for nominations is anticipated to be issued in mid-January. The nomination form will be housed
on the MAG website for download. MAG does not anticipate mailing hard copies of the form. However, 
hard copy forms will be available at policy meetings. MAG will send an email to a broad selection of MAG
mailing lists with a link to the entry form.  The entry deadline has been established for 5:00 pm on Friday,
March 11, 2016. 

Call for Judges:
MAG will seek recommendations from the Executive Committee for seating the prestigious judging panel.
A letter will be provided to Executive Committee members asking for assistance in providing the names
of qualified individuals to serve as potential judges.  In the past, Desert Peaks judging panels have consisted
of members representing the State Legislature, business, and local governments, as well as former Desert
Peaks Award winners.  MAG would like to receive recommendations of potential judges by January 11,
2016.  The experience and backgrounds of those serving on this prestigious panel is critical to ensuring
that selections are based on a true understanding of issues and the concept of regionalism.

Packet Materials:
A packet of materials will be provided at the Executive Committee meeting, including:
• Draft Call for Nominations
• Letter to Executive Committee Members Regarding Judge Recommendations
• Past Judges List 
• Past Winners List
• Sponsorship Solicitation Letter
• Sponsorship Levels Sheet



Agenda Item #5

MAG Technical and Policy Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs
January 2016 Recommended Appointments

MAG Committee Chair Vice Chair

Population Technical Advisory Committee Josh Wright, Wickenburg Kevin Burke, Paradise Valley

Public Safety Answering Point Managers Group Domela Finnessey, Surprise Michelle Potts, Chandler

Regional Domestic Violence Council Vice Mayor Robin Barker, Apache
Junction

Councilmember Eddie Cook, Gilbert
Jon Eliason, Maricopa County
Chief Steve Stahl, City of Maricopa
Councilmember Thelda Williams,
Phoenix

Solid Waste Advisory Committee Rhonda Humbles, Peoria Patrick Murphy, Mesa

Standard Specification & Details Committee Jim Badowich, Avondale Warren White, Chandler

Street Committee Chris Hauser, El Mirage Lee Jimenez, Maricopa County

**Technology Advisory Group Debbie Cotton, Phoenix Dan Cotterman Goodyear

*Transit Committee Maria Hyatt, Phoenix Kristen Sexton, Avondale

Transportation Review Committee Daniel Cook, Chandler Debbie Albert, Glendale

**Transportation Safety Committee Dana Alvidrez, Chandler Kiran Guntupalli, Glendale
Shane Kiesow, Apache Junction

Water Quality Advisory Committee Barbara Chappell, Avondale Greg Homol, Queen Creek

* Chair and Vice Chair’s who succeeded to an unexpired term of twelve months or less, and are eligible to serve an additional two-year term.
** Appointing Chair and Vice Chair.
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Agenda Item #7

November 16, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Brande Mead, Human Services Manager

SUBJECT: APPLYING FOR ADDITIONAL CONTINUUM OF CARE HOMELESS PLANNING 
 FUNDING FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
  DEVELOPMENT

This item is to inform members of the Executive Committee that the Continuum of Care is in the process
of preparing a Continuum of Care (CoC) Planning grant funding application in the amount of $265,000
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  The CoC currently receives
$180,000 in HUD CoC Planning funds.  The additional funding, if approved by HUD, will be used to hire
one additional full-time staff dedicated to the Human Services Division and the Continuum of Care.  MAG
will provide the required 25 percent cash match in the amount of $66,250 using dedicated homeless
assessment funding.  The request from HUD in the amount of $265,000 plus cash match of $66,250
brings the total budget to $331,250. 

The CoC funding application is due to HUD on November 20, 2015 and staff expects a response from
HUD by the second quarter of 2016.  The first year HUD made Continuum of Care Planning grant funds
available to lead agencies operating Continua of Care across the Country was 2012.  Since that time, the
Continuum of Care at MAG has successfully received planning funds.  The CoC Planning grant provides
staffing support to the MAG Human Services Division for the Continuum of Care.  This is the first year
we have been able to apply for increased CoC Planning Grant funding from HUD.

If you have any questions regarding the Continuum of Care Program, please contact me at the MAG office
at (602) 254-6300.
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