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National Export Initiative (NEI) 

• 2010 State of the Union 
 

• Double Exports by End of 2014 
– Higher Wages: 15% 

 
• Job Creation 

– More Customers: 5% - 95% 
 

• Trade, Economic Growth, Globalization & Diversification 



Arizona STEP Program 
• U.S. SBA funding and Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA) 

matching funding 
 

• Technical and financial assistance to small and medium-sized 
AZ businesses 

 
• Export initiatives/activities exclusively aimed at increasing 

exports and creating jobs 
 

• Four Sectors: 
1. Aerospace, Aviation and Defense 3. High Tech 
2. Renewables   4. Entrepreneurs 
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State-Wide Initiative 

• Greater Phoenix 
• Greater Tucson 
• Flagstaff 
• Casa Grande 
• Yuma 
• Nogales 
• Sierra Vista 
• Show Low 
• Native American communities 
• And more… 
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Our State-Wide Partners 

• Business chambers/associations 
• SBA 
• USEAC 
• AZDEC 
• SBDC 
• SCORE 
• Economic Development offices 
• Universities and Community Colleges 
• And more… 
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Eligibility Requirements 
• Company Size & Business History 

– Less than 500 employees 
– In business for at least one year 

 
• Financial  Viability  

– Operating profitably 

 
• Export Readiness 

– Understanding of costs associated with exporting and doing business 
with foreign purchasers  

– Has in effect a strategic plan for exporting 

 
• Reporting Requirements 
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Continuum of Services 
• Practical training workshops/seminars 

– Marketing, Financing, Legal, Market Selection 

• Marketing and business development assistance 
• Translation of marketing materials 

– Brochures, Manuals, Websites 

• Trade missions 
• Trade shows – focus on B2B 

• Gold Keys 
• International Partner Searches 
• International Company Profiles 
• Resource guide for exporters 

– Companies and products 
– Resources for companies 
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What are STEP Companies Exporting? 

• Body Armor 
• Biodynamic Formula for Aquaculture 
• Night Vision Systems 
• Scone Mix 
• Components for Aircraft Engines & Medical Devices 
• Natural Organic Fertilizers 
• Wireless Gate Release System for Air Drops 
• Wooden Flutes 
• Solar Panels 
• And many more… 
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Where are STEP companies exporting? 
• Mexico 
• Canada 
• Colombia 
• Chile 
• Austria 
• Portugal 
• Turkey 
• Israel 
• Australia 
• And many more… 
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For More Information… 

• Companies wishing to participate in the Arizona STEP Program 
should contact Mr. Kevin J. O’Shea at 
kevino@azcommerce.com 
 

• Companies should complete the Export Readiness 
Questionnaire available at 
http://export.gov/begin/assessment.asp 
 

• Companies should also complete the Application for STEP Grant 
Funding and the SBA Eligible Small Business form available at 
http://www.azcommerce.com/az-step-grant.aspx 
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333 North Central Avenue, Suite 1900 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

602.845.1200  800.542.5684 
www.azcommerce.com 
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