
October 27, 2014

TO: Members of the MAG Economic Development Committee

FROM: Mayor John Lewis, Town of Gilbert, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA  
   FOR THE MAG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Tuesday, November 4, 2014 -11:30 a.m.
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Saguaro Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the MAG Economic Development Committee (EDC) has been scheduled for the time and
place noted above.  Members of the Committee may attend the meeting either in person or by
telephone conference.  Use of proxy at the MAG EDC is not permitted. A light lunch will be provided.

Please park in the garage under the building.  Bring your ticket to the meeting.  Parking will be validated. 
For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority will provide transit tickets for your
trip.  For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Denise McClafferty at
the MAG office. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the
accommodation.

If you have any questions regarding the EDC agenda items, please contact Dennis Smith, MAG Executive
Director, or Denise McClafferty, Regional Program Manager, at (602) 254-6300. 



MAG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
TENTATIVE AGENDA
NOVEMBER 4, 2014

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED
1. Call to Order

The meeting of the Economic Development
Committee will be called to order.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of
the public to address the Economic Development
Committee on items not scheduled on the agenda
THAT FALL UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF
MAG, or on items on the agenda for discussion
but not for action.  Members of the public will be
requested not to exceed a three-minute time
period for their comments.  A total of 15 minutes
will be provided for the Call to the Audience
agenda item, unless the Economic Development
Committee requests an exception to this limit. 
Please note that those wishing to comment on
action agenda items will be given an opportunity at
the time the item is heard.

3. Information and discussion.

4. Approval of the October 7, 2014 Economic
Development Committee Meeting Minutes

4. Review and approval of the October 7, 2014
Economic Development Committee meeting
minutes.

5. Defining a World-Class Community

The term “world-class” is often used, but rarely
defined. After the City of Scottsdale adopted a
new mission statement, "Simply better service for
a world-class community," it became clear that an
agreed upon definition of a world-class community
was needed. The City of Scottsdale partnered
with the international MBA students from
Thunderbird School of Global Management to
formalize the definition and attributes of a
world-class community. Brent Stockwell, Strategic
Initiatives Director, will provide a report on the
project and how Scottsdale is using the
information as part of its benchmarking and
strategic planning efforts. 

5. Information and discussion.
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6. Update on the Mexico City Delegation Visit

At the November 5, 2013 Economic
Development Committee meeting, a report on a
legislative mission to Mexico was provided by
House Speaker Andy Tobin and Representative
Juan Carlos Escamilla who led a mission to Mexico
in September 2013.  This mission was to discuss
economic development and to establish
relationships between Arizona and Mexican
officials, while focusing on mutual investment and
trade. On December 4, 2013, the Regional
Council voted unanimously for MAG to partner
with the City of Phoenix to establish an in-market
trade, investment and tourism office in Mexico
City and provided $25,000 of MAG dues for this
effort. MAG staff traveled to Mexico City from
October 5-8, 2014 with a delegation of
approximately 70 business and policy leaders from
the State of Arizona to formally open the Arizona
Trade and Investment Office.  Meetings with
several officials and agencies in the areas of
economic development, transportation,
infrastructure and tourism were also held. An
overview of the trade mission and several reports
on key meetings held will be provided by the key
state agencies involved in organizing this effort,
including the Arizona Commerce Authority,
Arizona Mexico Commission, Arizona
Department of Transportation and Arizona
Department of Tourism. Please refer to enclosed
material.

6. Information and discussion.

7. Growing Businesses through the Think Global
Institute Program

Through the Economic Development
Committee’s  work with Thunderbird Consultant
Practicum Program, MAG staff was introduced to
Amy Scerra, Co-Founder of Think Global Institute
(TGI).  TGI is partnering with the W. P. Carey
School of Business at Arizona State University
(ASU) for the first annual Institute for Women in
the Phoenix region.  Through this partnership,
TGI was awarded a grant from JP Morgan Chase
that will allow each selected participant a partial
scholarship to the program.  TGI is a 16-week

7. Information and discussion.
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business acceleration program for successful
female entrepreneurs who are actively growing
their businesses. This organization ensures that
women with good businesses stay in business.
TGI created a collaborative, systematic roadmap
for female business owners to transition their
business through the growth stages of business.
TGI and its global network are creating,
strengthening and expanding the ecosystem of
support for businesses as they transition from early
revenue to profitable stages of growth.  Ms.
Scerra will provide information regarding this
program and how EDC members can help
identify these women owned businesses in the
Phoenix region.

8. Draft Resolution for Binational Local Economic
Development Cooperation Between MAG and
the Southern Sonora Promotion Council

In September 2014, MAG staff participated in a
forum for regional development in Cajeme,
Sonora.  Since that time, Mayor Rogelio Diaz
Brown from the Cajeme region has expressed
interest in visiting the MAG Economic
Development Committee (EDC) to discuss recent
initiatives in his region, including the formation of
the Southern Sonora Promotion Council
(COPPSON) and his proposal to formally engage
his region and the MAG region through a
binational agreement to advance economic
development initiatives.  Mayor Diaz Brown will
be invited to the December 2, 2014 EDC
meeting.  MAG staff has been working with
COPPSON to draft a resolution of cooperation
between the two regions to be signed at the
December 2, 2014 meeting. This resolution is
attached for review and discussion.  MAG staff will
provide an update on this visit and resolution.
Please refer to the enclosed material. 

8. Information, discussion and possible action.

9. Update on the BIEN Launch

Businesses looking to improve their bottom line
by connecting with others in their trade region
have a powerful new tool at their fingertips. On
October 21, 2014, MAG and its partners held a

9. Information and discussion.
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press conference and formal public
announcement regarding the launch of
ConnectBIEN.com, Arizona's first-of-its-kind
website that relies on an extensive database to link
businesses in Arizona, Mexico and Canada. The
site is available in English, Spanish and French. 
MAG staff will provide an update on the event.

10. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Economic
Development Committee would like to have
considered for discussion at a future meeting will
be requested.

10. Information.

11. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity will be provided for the Economic
Development Committee (EDC) members to
present a brief summary of current events and/or
share any practical applications of information and
initiatives presented to EDC members.  The EDC
is not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or
take action at the meeting on any matter in the
summary, unless the specific matter is properly
noticed for legal action.

11. Information.

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
October 7, 2014

MAG Offices, Saguaro Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor John Lewis, Gilbert, Chair
Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown, Vice Chair
#Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek
Steven Betts, GPEC
Dr. Joseph Cavinato, Thunderbird
#Supervisor Steve Chucri, Maricopa County
Angela Creedon, Arizona State University
*Mark Dreher, East Valley Partnership
*Councilmember Alex Finter, Mesa
*Thomas Franz, Greater Phoenix Leadership
Mayor Linda Kavanagh, Fountain Hills
Jim Kenny, El Dorado Holdings, Inc.
Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale
Mayor Georgia Lord, Goodyear
#Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye

Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe
John Nelson, ADOT
Mayor Christian Price, Maricopa
Jim Rounds, Elliott D. Pollack & Company 
*Todd Sanders, Greater Phoenix Chamber
    of Commerce
Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf, Litchfield Park,
Councilmember Jack Sellers, Chandler
*Bill Sheldon, WESTMARC
Dan Spitza, Achen-Gardner Construction
*Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix
*Sandra Watson, ACA
Mayor Jerry Weiers, Glendale
#Mayor Kenneth Weise, Avondale
Mayor Sharon Wolcott, Surprise

* Not present
# Participated by video or telephone conference call

OTHERS PRESENT (from sign-in sheet(s)):
Thomas Adkins, Glendale
Roc Arnett, EVP
Anubhav Bagley, MAG
Peter Burnett, MAG
Alan Carey, Gilbert
Kiva  Couchon, AOT
Natalia Cuneo, MAG
Melissa Elkins, AOT
Marcelino Flores,  Pascua Yaqui Tribe
Dan Franklin, ACA
Brad Lundhal, Scottsdale
Denise McClafferty, MAG

Lora Mwaniki-Lyman, MAG
Sharath Patil, U.S. Commercial Service
Linda Priano, MAG
Nathan Pryor, MAG
Dennis Smith, MAG
Tim Strow, MAG
Kati Suominen, TradeUp Capital Fund
Kelly Taft, MAG
Karin Taylor, DMB
Mark Valenzuela, ASU
Glenn Williamson, CABC
Marge Zylla, Tempe
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1. Call to Order

The Economic Development Committee (EDC) meeting was called to order by Chair Lewis
at 11:32 a.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mayor Barney, Supervisor Chucri, Mayor Meck and Mayor Weise joined the meeting via
teleconference.  Chair Lewis recognized Dan Spitza, Vice President and Co-Owner of
Achen-Gardner Construction, as a new member of this committee.  Mr. Spitza stated that he
has been a resident of Phoenix for over 30 years and is currently serving on the Executive
Committee and Board of Directors for the Arizona Chapter of the Associated General
Contractors of America.  He is also an active member of the Alliance for Construction
Excellence, Arizona Chapter American Public Works Association, American Council of
Engineering Companies of Arizona, AZ Water Association, Design-Build Institute of America,
and is also the Arizona Transportation Builders Association Vice President.  Mr. Spitza stated
that he has managed regionally significant projects for the Arizona Department of
Transportation, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and almost every public
agency in Maricopa County, as well as in Pima, Yavapai and Pinal Counties.  He noted that
he brings more of an hands-on construction background to transportation and infrastructure
issues associated with economic development. 

Chair Lewis announced that there is one remaining transportation seat vacant on this
committee and if any member knows someone who would be interested in being a member of
this committee to contact MAG staff.  Chair Lewis stated that there are updated items at each
members place for agenda item #9.  

Chair Lewis noted public comment cards were available for those members of the public who
wish to comment.  Chair Lewis stated that transit tickets were available from Valley Metro for
those using transit to come to the meeting.  Parking validation was available for the MAG
parking facilities for those who parked in the garage. 

3. Call to the Audience

Chair Lewis noted that the Call to the Audience provides an opportunity to members of the
audience who wish to speak on items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the
jurisdiction of MAG, or on items on the agenda for discussion but not for action.  Citizens are
requested to not exceed a three minute time period for their comments.  A total of 15 minutes
is provided for the Call to the Audience agenda item, unless the Economic Development
Committee requests an exception to this limit.  Those wishing to comment on agenda items
posted for action will be provided the opportunity at the time the item is heard.

Chair Lewis recognized public comment from Alan Carey, resident of the Town of Gilbert. 
Mr. Carey stated that the Euro Group of the Arizona Commission for Global Growth is
announcing, in cooperation with GPEC, a seminar being held on December 16, 2014 for
aeronautical, aviation and aerospace companies. He added that discussions will include
learning more about the June 2015 Paris Air Show and will give attendees the opportunity to
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connect with representatives from France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany and Holland.  He
added that financing information for the air show will also be presented.  For more information
in this event contact Mr. Carey at 480-926-8927 or careyar@gmail.com.

 
Mr. Carey informed the committee that the Dutch Business Conference will be held at the
Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC) on the morning of October 16, 2014, which will
include the presence of the Consul General from the Netherlands. Mr. Carey stated that
members of this committee and their economic development staff are invited to attend.  The
primary focus of the discussions will be economic development. For more information
regarding this event, email fmeijers@dutch-american.org.  Mr. Carey also stated that on
November 3-5, 2014, a representative from the French government based in San Francisco will
be visiting Arizona to meet with companies interested in increasing their operations in France. 
He invited the committee to this event.  For more information members can contact Mr. Carey
at 408-926-8927 or careyar@gmail.com.  Chair Lewis thanked Mr. Carey for his comments.

4. Approval of the September 9, 2014 Economic Development Committee Meeting Minutes

Chair Lewis asked if the members had any questions regarding the September 9, 2014, meeting
minutes. There were none.  Councilmember Sellers moved to approve the September 9, 2014
Economic Development Committee meeting minutes.  Steve Betts seconded the motion and
the motion carried unanimously.

5. Report on Funding Options to Increase Exporting Opportunities

Kati Suominen, Founder and CEO, TradeUp Capital Fund and Nextrade Group, LLC, stated
that exports are critical for growth in this region and reported that there are more than 700,000
jobs in Arizona related to exports.  She indicated that Arizona has approximately 8,078 small
and mid size exporters, which is 88 percent of all exporters. Currently, Arizona only exports
approximately six percent of the gross domestic product.  Arizona has 400,000 companies in
the state (including large companies) and only 10,000 companies export.  This tells us that
there is room to expand the number of exporters, as well as the volume of exports.  One of the
obstacles that constrains businesses from exporting is financing, which is critical for growth. 
A study completed by the U.S. Trade Commission found that companies lack access to capital
as the primary reason of not exporting, as well as shipping costs, high tariffs, and language
barriers.  

Ms. Suominen described a new platform that has been launched to enable globalizing
companies to connect with accredited investors and lenders. She explained that a company can
register and place their profile on the website, describe their export related services and what
are their growth or capital needs.  This platform then connects experienced seasoned lenders
with companies looking for investors. The accredited investors can review these profiles and
invest if they are interested.  Ms. Suominen provided an overview of the website
www.TradeUpFund.com, as well as a few of the companies that they have worked with.  She
offered to meet with cities and towns to organize a seminar or webinar with TradeUp to raise
awareness of this platform for the exporters and to-be exporters in our region.   Ms. Suominen
also stated that her consulting firm is currently working on a policy paper with the Brookings
Institution on how state governments can assist exporters in receiving financing.
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Chair Lewis thanked Ms. Suominen for her report and asked if anything is currently being
promoted in Arizona to help companies know about this opportunity.  Ms. Suominen stated
that there have been some preliminary discussion with the Arizona Commerce Authority, but
nothing has been formalized.  Chair Lewis asked if there were any  questions or comments
from the committee.  

Mr. Betts stated that the presentation was excellent and the information is very helpful.  He
added that he was surprised that Arizona does not have enough companies doing exports.
Mayor Kavanaugh asked if a screening process is done to make sure that these are viable
companies being passed along to investors.  She also asked if TradeUp picks specific investors
or is it open to any investor?  Ms. Suominen stated that they only select screened viable
companies and that there are certain aspects/boundaries that the Securities and Exchange
Commission will not allow, and in those cases, they have a broker partner that will introduce
companies to the investors, if TradeUp is unable to do it directly.   

6. Report on RevAZ: Manufacturing a Revolution

Dan Franklin, Executive Director of the RevAZ program, with the Arizona Commerce
Authority (ACA), provided a report on the RevAZ program. He explained that RevAZ is
funded by the National Institute of Standards and Technology and the state.  The program was
created to provide support and “match making” services to Arizona's small and medium sized
manufacturers.  Mr. Franklin explained that Arizona has approximately 43,000 manufacturing
companies and that 70 to 80 percent are small sized companies, with less than 20 employees. 
RevAZ provides a team of experienced manufacturing experts that will work with companies
to review what is prohibiting them from growing.  The team can assess, train, and guide them
in various ways to grow their sales, eliminate waste, reduce costs and provide experts for the
services or products. 

Mr. Franklin provided examples of some of the challenges manufacturing companies were
facing and the support that they received from RevAZ.  One company he discussed
manufactures ammunition and they needed to implement a first class safety program.  The
RevAZ team was able to put them in contact with a high end safety group that was able to 
assist them.  Another company faced challenges sourcing a specific plating process, and the
team was able to connect that customer with a quality vendor to satisfy critical specifications. 
RevAZ also organized a trip for an entire manufacturing team located in Scottsdale, to visit and
tour a manufacturing facility in Tucson that is approximately two years ahead of them in how
they operate.  By going and actually seeing how they run this facility was very helpful to them. 
Mr. Franklin also discussed another company that sells human muscles, tissue, and bones to
research labs and medical hospitals.  He noted that they are a very successful company that
needed help with an IT system, which RevAZ was able to assist them with.  

Mr. Franklin encouraged the committee to raise awareness of the RevAZ program through
their economic development departments, so that their local manufacturing companies could
take advantage of this service, at no charge.  He also stated that October is Manufacturing
Month in Arizona and there are many events, student site visits, tours and open houses. For
more information go to www.manufacturingrevolution.com.
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Chair Lewis thanked Mr. Franklin for his presentation.  Chair Lewis asked if the communities
were taking advantage of this program. Mr. Franklin responded that the program is being
utilized but there is room for additional visits and calls. 

Mr. Betts inquired if there are any costs related to receiving the program's technical assistance. 
Mr. Franklin noted that RevAZ offers an overall assessment of the company at no cost.
However, if there is a specific area where the staff does not have the required expertise, a third
party consultant is available for a fee.

Mayor Kavanagh noted that this program seems like the second step to the incubators and she
wondered if the incubators would be a good source to connect with RevAZ.  Mr. Franklin
stated that they have helped some incubators that are now in business.  He added that they
recently launched an “Export Tech” program, which is for a company that is interested in
exporting, but does not know how to get started.  He explained that RevAZ will bring in a
facilitator and help the manufacturer go through various steps, to see if they have a product that
has a market for export and if they do, the manufacturer will have an export plan that is
achievable by the end of the program.  Mr. Franklin thanked the committee for their time and
invited them all to take advantage of the RevAZ program.

 7. Report on Tourism Survey

Chair Lewis stated that at the February 4, 2014 meeting, this committee requested that MAG
staff explore how businesses and tourism industries are currently collaborating and if more can
be done to increase business opportunities through tourism.  Lora Mwaniki-Lyman, MAG
Regional Economist, stated that staff interviewed major stakeholders and administered a brief
survey to identify the current status of engagement between tourism organizations and the
business development agencies, as well as potential gaps or opportunities. 

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman stated that Greater Phoenix Region is often referred to as a sports haven
and is the envy of its peers for the scale and level of special tourism events that it hosts.  These
events range from the world renown Cactus League Spring Training, which brings together 15
professional baseball teams, attracting over 1.6 million from domestic, and international fans,
to the Super Bowl, and  to the award winning Phoenix Convention Center, which is one of the
top twenty convention centers in the nation. She noted that it is estimated that sports fans earn
30 percent to 40 percent higher than average wages and include business owners and
decision-makers. She noted that these activities provide opportunities to promote business
development and increase foreign direct investment, business relocation, and increase
high-wage jobs. 

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman reported that MAG staff conducted a study to identify existing strategies
and opportunities to promote business development at special events and evaluate whether
there was a need for a stakeholder group. Staff interviewed seven agencies and sent a survey
to 75 respondents representing the cities, towns and communities, convention and visitor
bureaus, chambers, and relevant business associations in the region. She acknowledged and
thanked all the agencies that participated in this study.  Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman explained that
the interview and survey results provide a broad picture of the intersects and strategies that
currently exist.  When asked how their organizations collaborate during special events to
promote business development, survey respondents indicated that they engage the most with
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both economic development and  tourism entities when planning special events that tend to
have a regional or sub regional impact. She added that marketing campaign activities were the
second highest mentioned form of collaboration, while business networks was the third most
mentioned form of collaboration between economic development and tourism entities during
special events.

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman explained that the interviews provided a strong indication that interaction
between economic development and tourism entities during special events does exist.  One
survey question asked how often organizations meet or interacted on economic development
activities or tourism related special events, indicated that economic development entities at the
state and regional level meet at least once a month with local (cities and town) economic
development  representatives. Likewise, local convention and visitor bureaus, and state-level
tourism entity meet frequently to discuss economic development and tourism activities. 
However, not all but most cities and towns economic development representatives interact with
the state-level tourism entities only during special events or at least once a year, and most local
convention and visitor bureaus also interact with state and regional economic development
entities during special events or once a year. This is somewhat not a surprise given the
functional and state mandate differences between economic development entities and tourism
entities. However this is where respondents indicated a need to engage much more. 

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman explained that the high level of interaction between local, state and
regional entities is through structured meetings and partnerships that are usually organized at
the state or regional level. She discussed structured partnerships and agreements, which include
a memorandum of understanding for strategic alliance at the state level, that enhance or engage
in research, trade shows, marketing, and tours. The Greater Phoenix Economic Council
(GPEC) provides a tour package that engages city and town economic development offices.
It provides personal site selection tours for high level executives.  Others partnerships include
marketing campaigns specific to business attraction or leisure and travel. More recent efforts
include collective engagement between local, regional and state agencies to promote tourism
along the border, as well as the Velocity process where a wide array of entities collaborate and
contribute ways they can be of assistance.  The previous 2008 Super Bowl was mentioned
quite often as a great example of collective collaboration between economic development and
tourism entities across all jurisdictions in the region. 

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman also discussed gaps and opportunities.  When asked whether they market
special events to out-of-state businesses, 47 percent of survey respondents said yes, however
most of it is done through social media and on-line applications.  Invitations to events were
identified by 76 percent of respondents as the type of information most shared between
economic development and tourism entities. Information on research findings, market
information and visitor profiles was also widely shared. While business profiles and contacts
are shared both in formal and informal settings, entities do not share confidential information
about their tourists. When asked whether an opportunity exists for tourism and business
development organizations to collaborate, 88 percent of the respondents said yes.  When asked
if there is a need to develop a tourism and business development stakeholder group, 76 percent
of the respondents indicated an interest.  The respondents that felt there was a need for a
stakeholder group were asked to comment on what the stakeholder group would do. There was
an indication for a need for more interaction between economic development and tourism
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entities at the state, regional, and local levels. 

Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman stated that the stakeholder group could be engaged in developing a
regional and state branding message that includes leisure, travel and business promotion
components in the messaging. She provided examples of regions that have developed a similar
type of branding which include the Colorado, New York, and Michigan ads. She added that
the respondents stated that they would also like to be more engaged at the onset of projects. 
There was also an interest to have a temporary structure in place that would engage local,
regional, and state entities during special events that have a regional impact, which would
facilitate broader participation.  A strong and committed effort to bring them together would
be needed to counter the legacy or effort to keep them apart. 

Chair Lewis thanked Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman for the survey results and asked if the other
stakeholders have seen the results of this study. Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman stated that this committee
was the first to see the results, but that they will also be shared with the GPEC and the AOT.
Chair Lewis stated that he liked the idea of a "tourism to business" conference and asked who
would be the group to organize this? Ms. Mwaniki-Lyman stated that  based on the survey
results, this would be a recommendation to the stakeholder group. Chair Lewis asked if there
were any comments or questions from the committee.   Mr. Smith highlighted that the main
focus of the study was to identify if there was stakeholder crossover and if there is any
opportunity for further engagement. 

Mr. Rounds commented that when reaching out to some of these groups, there seems to be
resistance in putting business development into the tourism focused groups. He noted that the
AOT may be reluctant to take on a project where they are having to manage business
development and tourism at the same time.  Mr. Rounds added that he has been a supporter of
additional tourism funding because compared to a lot of other states, Arizona is underfunded.
He stated that even though the numbers look good, Arizona has to look at where we could be. 
He noted that it is challenging to convince some lawmakers at the state level that they should
spend more on tourism unless we are also talking about business development.  The
conversation goes from support for tourism, to how can we blend this and bring in businesses. 

Mr. Rounds stated that he understands this argument and one issue that keeps coming up is the
large state deficit. He indicated that there is still an opportunity to find funding to spend on the
business promotions, but that this is different than also giving funding to AOT.  He noted that
he has been pushing the argument that these two things are tied together at the funding and
state levels. Mr. Rounds added that he is beginning to appreciate more that ACA and others
having the business promotion, which is their business, and AOT being a separate discussion
to fund tourism.  He added that increasing the coordination between tourism and business
development agencies might be the right direction to go in order to get additional funding.  Mr.
Rounds stated that he would like feedback from the committee. This survey shows that there
are opportunities to coordinate. Mr. Betts stated that he appreciates that we are beginning to
understand that we have to promote the business side, as well as the tourism side.  He added
that this needs to be done all the time, not just during mega events, such as the Waste
Management Phoenix Open and Super Bowl.  He commented that business owners come to
Arizona all year round and that we need to find a way to promote the business side while they
are here. 
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Mayor Lane noted that there is an understanding that Arizona is a great place for tourism but
it is not as well-known as a great place to develop or invest in a business.  He emphasized the
importance of a better utilization of tourism as a mechanism to attract business and investments
to Arizona. He stated that there is a balancing act between putting money into tourism for
business development versus putting money into business development for tourism. This could
possibly hurt tourism, however if you emphasize tourism, it plays well with the attraction of
workforce.  He also suggested that the ACA, GPEC, and individual cities and towns consider
having a presence at some of the major events, such as the Waste Management Phoenix Open,
as a starting point.  Chair Lewis thanked the committee for the comments and requested that
Mr. Rounds continue keeping the committee informed on this subject.

8. Report on the Arizona-Canada Connection

Chair Lewis introduced Glenn Williamson, Founder and CEO of the Canada-Arizona Business
Council (CABC) to the committee.   Anubhav Bagley, MAG Information Services Manager,
stated that MAG staff was invited to the CABC meeting to discuss the Canadian impact on the
Arizona economy and he provided a report on the Arizona-Canada connection.  He explained
that Canadian residents account for 93 percent of all internationally owned residential property
in Maricopa County, which is 21,848 housing units, worth $4.8 billion.  He added that
Canadians also account for 90 percent of all internationally owned nonresidential (commercial)
properties in Maricopa County, with a worth of $7 billion. He also noted that 275 current
Canadian owned companies are in our region, which employ over 13,400 people.  In addition,
Canada has interests in Arizona and Mexico, which could also create many opportunities for
Arizona.

  Mr. Williamson highlighted the importance of the relationship between tourism and foreign
direct investment by reporting that one of the main reasons why Canadians have invested
heavily into Arizona is because the Arizona Office of Tourism has worked for decades in
Canada nurturing the Arizona market. He also noted that the 275 current Canadian companies
that are in Arizona is just the beginning and that there is a major corporate movement coming
up in the near future.  He added that the data MAG has produced is being sent to a series of
high level board rooms in Toronto.  He encouraged the mayors to pay close attention to the
Canadian influences that are already in their communities because each one of those can
influence others to do business here.   

Mayor Kavanagh asked Mr. Williamson if he sees Canada changing the rule in regards to how
long Canadians can stay in the United States.  Mr. Williams stated  that he does not believe this
would happen because it would be detrimental to the Canadian economy.  He added that the
provinces have tried to extend the stay from six to seven months, but if Canadians stay longer
than six months, they lose their health care.  

9. Overview of the Activities of the MAG Economic Development Committee (EDC)

Chair Lewis stated that an update of future potential areas of focus for this committee was
provided to each member and asked them to review it.  He encouraged members to provide
feedback or suggestions.
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10. Report on the State of Americas Events

Due to the length of the meeting this item was not heard.

11. Request for Future Agenda Items

Chair Lewis asked if there were any requests for future agenda items.  There were none.

12. Comments from the Committee

Chair Lewis invited committee members to a roundtable discussion on October 10th with the
Secretary of Finance, Rodolfo Gómez, from Nuevo Leon, Mexico.  The discussion will begin
at 9:00 a.m. at the MAG office.  Discussions will include cross border trade and learning more
about what Mexico is doing to increase its competitiveness.

Ms. Creedon commented that Arizona State University (ASU) has made it to the next step in
a National Science Foundation grant, in partnership with other universities, for a new engineer
research center.  A site visit will be held at ASU on October 21, 2014 beginning at 2:45 p.m.
and support from local government during that visit would be highly valuable.  Mr. Smith
added that this is the agreement that was done with the universities to provide local
government support to get the funding into the universities.  

Chair Lewis also invited members to participate in a visit to Hermosillo, Sonora in response
to an invitation from Deputy Samuel Moreno.  The event will take place on November 10 and
11, 2014.  Any member interested in attending should contact MAG staff. 

Adjournment

There being no further business, the Economic Development Committee meeting was
adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

____________________________________
Chair

___________________________________
Secretary
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RESOLUTION FOR BINATIONAL LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS (MAG) AND  

SOUTHERN SONORA PROMOTION COUNCIL (COPPSON) 

Whereas, local government officials in Arizona and Sonora have signed a partnering 
agreement to form the “Ari-Son” megaregion to advance projects of local and regional significance; 
and 

Whereas, leaders from cities and towns representing regions of Arizona and Sonora have 
forged an alliance and spirit of cooperation to empower local government in both states, and 

Whereas, the regions of Maricopa and Southern Sonora share a joint interest in furthering 
economic opportunities and private/public sector partnerships between both regions, and 

Whereas, both regions share a common goal to build upon key synergistic industries, including 
aerospace, education and innovation, software/IT, healthcare, manufacturing/distribution, and tourism, 
and 

Whereas, both regions look forward to continuing initiatives that will provide opportunities for 
ongoing dialogue and building collaboration between regions in Arizona and Sonora, now therefore, 

We the signatories below today support a resolution for local economic development 
cooperation between the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) and Southern Sonora 
Promotion Council (COPPSON) and pledge our commitment to work cooperatively together to 
enhance supply chain connections and industry growth between both regions. 

Signed this 2 day of December, 2014, 

________________________________________(Logo MAG) 
Michael LeVault, Mayor, Youngtown, AZ 
Chair, Regional Council, Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 

________________________________________(Logo MAG) 
John Lewis, Mayor, Gilbert, AZ 
Chair, Economic Development Committee, Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 

______________________________(Logo COPPSON) 
Rogelio Díaz Brown Ramsburgh, Mayor, Cajeme, Sonora 
President, Southern Sonora Promotion Council (COPPSON) 
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RESOLUCIÓN BINACIONAL PARA LA COOPERACIÓN EN DESARROLLO ECONÓMICO 
LOCAL ENTRE LA ASOCIACIÓN DE GOBIERNOS DE LA DE REGIÓN MARICOPA (MAG) Y  

EL CONSEJO PARA LA PROMOCIÓN DEL SUR DE SONORA (COPPSON)  
 
 

Considerando que, los funcionarios de los gobiernos locales en Arizona y Sonora han firmado un 
acuerdo para formar la megaregión “Ari-Son” para promover proyectos locales y regionales de 

importancia; y  
 

Considerando que, los líderes de las ciudades y los pueblos que representan regiones de Arizona y 
Sonora han forjado una alianza y espíritu de cooperación para fortalecer a los gobiernos locales en 

ambos estados; y  
 

Considerando que, las regiones de Maricopa y del sur de Sonora comparten un objetivo común de 
impulsar oportunidades económicas y asociaciones entre el sector privado y público en ambas 

regiones; y  
 

Considerando que, ambas regiones comparten el interés común de expandir industrias sinérgicas 
estratégicas, como la aeroespacial, educación e innovación, software/ TI, salud, 

manufactura/distribución, y turismo; y  
 

Considerando que, ambas regiones esperan a futuro continuar con iniciativas que brinden 
oportunidades de diálogo e incrementen la colaboración entre regiones en Arizona y Sonora, por lo 

tanto, ahora,  
 

Nosotros los signatarios presentes, apoyamos en el día de la fecha, una resolución para promover la 
cooperación en áreas de desarrollo económico local entre la Asociación de Gobiernos de la Región 

de Maricopa (MAG) y el Consejo Para la Promoción del Sur de Sonora (COPPSON), y nos 
comprometemos a  colaborar mutuamente para mejorar las conexiones de las cadenas de 

suministros y fomentar el crecimiento de la industria en ambas regiones. 
 

Firmado el 2 de diciembre 2014, 
 

________________________________________(Logo MAG) 
Michael LeVault, Alcade, Youngtown, AZ 
Presidente, Consejo Regional, Asociación de Gobiernos de la Región Maricopa (MAG) 
 
________________________________________(Logo MAG) 
John Lewis, Alcalde, Gilbert, AZ 
Presidente, Comité de Desarrollo Económico, Asociación de Gobiernos de la Región 
Maricopa (MAG) 

 
______________________________(Logo COPPSON) 
Ing. Rogelio Díaz Brown Ramsburgh, Presidente Municipal, Cajeme, Sonora 
Presidente, Consejo Para la Promoción del Sur de Sonora (COPPSON) 
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