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MAG FREIGHT PLAN UPDATE  

Item #7: Information and Discussion 



OVERVIEW 
• Summary of past findings and recommendations 
• PHASE I 

• Guiding Document for 21st Century Freight 
Network 

• Potential Regional Freight Network 
• PHASE II 

• Network Performance Testing and Evaluation 
• Sub-regional Workshops 

• PHASE III 
• Logistics, Manufacturing, and Freight 

Development Zones 
• Strategic Transportation Investments 

• Next Steps  
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FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION  
FRAMEWORK STUDY 
EXAMINING FREIGHT AND MULTIMODAL 
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE SUN CORRIDOR 



BACKGROUND 



Focus Area evaluation helped 
identify freight typologies present in 
Sun Corridor 

FREIGHT FOCUS AREA 
TYPOLOGIES: FOUR EXAMPLES 

 
Phoenix Mesa Gateway 
West Valley 
Discovery Triangle 
West Phoenix 
Grand Avenue 
Deer Valley 
West Chandler 
Surprise 

Pinal 
Pinal Airpark 
La Palma 
Eloy (Interstate 8 / Interstate 10) 
Maricopa / Casa Grande 
Magma Rail Road 

Pima 
Tucson International Airport 
North Tucson 
Marana 
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SUMMARY OF PAST FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Coordinate freight transportation, 
land use, economic development 
and marketing to implement the 
regional freight framework. 

Define infrastructure for freight 
movements to be inclusive. 
Guide the most appropriate and 
advantageous areas for freight 
and manufacturing areas. 

Implement strategic 
transportation improvements to 
support efficient freight 
distribution.  





















PHASE – I 

Guiding Document for Freight Network 

• Freight inventory: roadways, railways, 
airports, bridges, and traffic operations 

• Provisions for hazardous cargo and 
oversize/overweight vehicles 

• Safety and community compatibility 

Outcome: Stakeholder workshops, data 
collection, physical freight inventory, methods for 
route identification, draft regional freight network 



PHASE - II  

Network performance Testing and Evaluation 

• Conduct Regional Workshops(x4) 

• Refine core freight network in light of 
emerging nation and statewide guidance 

• Summarize freight network locations with 
planning level description and details 

Develop Freight Viewer 

Outcome: Draft and Final Recommended Core 
Freight Network 



PHASE - III  

Strategic Transportation Investments 

• Discuss Logistics, Manufacturing, and 
Freight Development Zones that improve 
the flow of goods, protect and promote 
freight related land uses 

• Define investment choices for near, mid, 
and long-term at local and regional scales 

Outcome: Defined opportunities, policies and 
infrastructure strategies for freight clusters 



NEXT STEPS  
• Coordination with MAG Members, ADOT, GPEC, 

ACA, and MCDOT. 
 
• Describe and identify stakeholder targets/ 

outcomes 
• Chambers of Commerce 
• Economic Development Committee(s) and 

Agencies 
• Logistics Service Providers 
• Supply Chain Managers 
• Associations 
 

• Builds towards Public Education Package 
 

• Freight Inventory and Data Collection 



Agenda Item # 7: Information and Discussion 

 
For more information….. 

Tim Strow 
Maricopa Association of Governments 
tstrow@azmag.gov 
(602) 254-6300 

mailto:tstrow@azmag.gov
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