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• Federal awards program 
– Traditional capital projects 
–  New Freedom eligible projects that exceed the 

requirements of ADA 

• Eligible applicants: 

– Private nonprofit  (PNP) organizations 
– Public agencies-where no viable PNPs available 
– Tribal governments 

• Eligible Populations 
– Agencies serving older adults (65+)  
– Agencies serving people with disabilities 

 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 
Enhance Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with 
Disabilities Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FTA Section 5310 grant program makes funding available for capital and operating expenses to support the provision of transportation services to meet the specific needs of older adults (aged 65 and over) and individuals with disabilities when public transportation is insufficient, unavailable, or inappropriate. “it is not sufficient that seniors and individuals with disabilities are merely included (or assumed to be included) among the people who will benefit from the project” (FTA C 9070.1G, pg. III-9).Public transportation projects (capital only) planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special needs of seniors and individuals with disabilities when public transportation is insufficient, inappropriate, or unavailable;Public transportation projects (capital and operating) that exceed the requirements of ADA; that improve access to fixed-route service and decrease reliance by individuals with disabilities on ADA complementary paratransit service; or Alternatives to public transportation (capital and operating) that assist seniors and individuals with disabilities with transportation



Regional Section 5310 Program  
•Federal guidelines allow large Urbanized Areas (UZAs), with 
populations over 200,000, to directly administer Section 5310 
funds.   

•On March 15, 2013, the MAG region notified the FTA of the 
change to the Designated Recipient for the Phoenix-Mesa UZA. 

 City of Phoenix Public Transit Department is the 
Designated Recipient for the Phoenix-Mesa Urbanized 
Area 

 MAG staffs the Section 5310 application process  
 MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Ad Hoc 

Committee evaluates applications 



MAG Section 5310 Phoenix-Mesa Urbanized Area 
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In the MAG planning regionMAG Phoenix-Mesa urbanized area in blueAvondale/Goodyear Urbanized and Rural Areas Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Designated RecipientApplication process is coordinated through ADOT



FY 2015 MAG Section 5310 Phoenix-
Mesa Urbanized Area Evaluation Process 
 

•Applications were due, March 13, 2015 

•Received 41 applications, $4.9 million in request 

•Estimated full apportionment, $2.9 million 
•MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Ad Hoc 
Committee conducted evaluations of applications, applicant 
interviews, and developed the priority listing 
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At this time, Congress has yet to approve a continuing resolution or a new Surface Transportation Authorization, have received 2/3 partial apportionment (1.9). Based on the federal funding amounts directed to the MAG region from FY 2014 full funding apportionment is estimated for $2.9 million



Priority Listing Considerations 

•FTA requirement of not less than 55 percent for 
traditional capital requests 
Mobility manager requests recommended for top priority 
Capital and equipment requests; up to two vehicles (replacement/expansion) 
 

•Up to 45 percent for New Freedom eligible projects and 
program administration  
Projects meet the intent of the program 
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Priority Listing ConsiderationMobility manager requests were top priority, based on being a strategy outlined in the MAG Human Services Coordination Transportation Plan and provide sub-regional coordination Capital and equipment requests-up to two vehicles per agency and equipment, based on rank order until, not less than, 55 percent funding apportionment is met. (Currently still estimated for full year).Up to 45 percent for New Freedom eligible projects and administrationNew Freedom eligible requests-meet the intent of the program, up to $125,000 based on rank order until funding apportionment is metIncluding eight percent administrationThe MAG Elderly and Person with Disability Transportation Ad Hoc Committee  upon final evaluation of projects determined one New Freedom project not recommended for funding due to duplication in funding request



Requests Descriptions Number 
Awarded 

Federal Request 

Mobility Management Mobility Manager positions 5 $147,600 

Capital-vehicles 

(17) Cutaway Vans, (8) Passenger 
Vans, (8) Minivans with Ramps,  
(6) Minivans no Ramp 39 $1,439,049 

Capital-equipment 
(1) Wheelchair lift replacement, 
(1) routing software 2 $53,137 

New Freedom eligible 
Operating and capital projects that 
exceed  the requirements of ADA  13 $1,028,214 

Administration $232,000 
Projected Total $2,900,000 

MAG Section 5310 Phoenix-Mesa Urbanized 
Area: Priority Listing Overview 
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OverviewPriority Listing in your handout today includes 40 projects for recommendation, The MAG Elderly and Person with Disability Transportation Ad Hoc Committee  upon final evaluation of projects determined one New Freedom project not recommended for funding due to duplication in funding requestThe listing includes…FTA requires not less than 55 percent of apportionment for traditional capital projects; mobility management, vehicles, and equipment (Currently still estimated for full year).37 percent for New Freedom eligible projects-based on rank order until funding apportionment is met Including eight percent administration



MAG Committee Process 

MAG Elderly and Persons 
with Disabilities 

Transportation Ad Hoc 
Committee 

MAG Transit Committee MAG Human Services 
Technical Committee 

MAG Human Services 
Coordinating Committee 

MAG Transportation 
Review Committee 

MAG Management 
Committee MAG Regional Council 



Action Request 
Recommend approval of the priority listing of applicants for the FY 2015 
FTA Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with 
Disabilities Transportation Program for the Phoenix/Mesa UZA priority 
listing to be forwarded to the City of Phoenix Public Transit Department 
based on final apportionments, the projects will be funded based on the 
rank order. 
   
And approval of the associated amendments and administrative 
modifications to the FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program and as appropriate to the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan 
based the final apportionments. 
  



Contact Information 

 DeDe Gaisthea 
 Human Services Transportation Planner I 

 dgaisthea@azmag.gov 
 602-452-5062 
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Thank members of the MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Ad Hoc Committee-not an easy task, every year the application requests increase more than funding available, this year had more capital request than in the past 
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