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Biking Brings Business
Bike paths connect bicyclists to  

 jobs and recreation, and are 
primarily seen as an amenity for lo-
cal residents. But cities around the 
nation are coming to recognize that 
bikes also bring business, whether 
through bicycle-related tourism 
or by attracting high-wage workers 
who use alternative transportation 
and look for places to live that sup-
port biking and walking.

“Many Millennial workers are 
finding that bicycles are a great 
alternative to cars and other 
transportation methods, and are a 
convenient and fun way to travel,” 
said Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments Chair W.J. “Jim” Lane, 
mayor of Scottsdale. 

“We are constantly in global com-
petition for high-wage jobs such 
as software engineers, and we are 
learning that these workers seek 
locations offering vibrant bike 
and trail systems,” added Danielle 
Casey, past president of the Arizona 
Association for Economic Devel-
opment and Scottsdale’s economic 
development director. “We need 
to be able to compete with other 
great biking cities, such as Portland, 
Austin, and San Diego,” she said.

Sharon Harper is among the local 
development experts finding that 
bicycling amenities are extremely 

Above: Jessica Scott, a multimedia developer for ASU Online, 
stores her bike in the Bike Center at SkySong. Below: Gaurang 
Bhavsar, an operations assistant and student worker, commutes 
by bike 7 miles each day to the 42-acre SkySong campus.

Continued on page 9

important to knowledge workers. 
Harper is CEO of Plaza Compa-
nies, a development company 
working with Scottsdale and the 
Arizona State University Founda-
tion to develop SkySong, a 1.3 mil-
lion square foot mixed-use project. 
After SkySong’s first two buildings 
went up, Harper’s team noticed 
many workers taking their bikes up 
the elevator to their offices. Soon 
after, a focus group on workplace 
design was held.

“It was interesting at that focus 
group that bicycles became a big 
topic of conversation,” recalled 
Harper, who added that the con-
versation inspired SkySong to build 
a bike center for workers—com-
plete with showers, locker rooms, 
and bike storage for 40 bicycles. 
The facility has been especially 
attractive to 19- to 34-year-old Mil-
lennial workers, and the center has 
become a top selling point.

“Every tour that we take brokers 
and prospective companies on 
always now stops at the bike center, 
because it is such a point of inter-
est, conversation, and positive 
response,” she said.

Biking plays a major role in 
another of Arizona’s economic 
foundations—tourism. A recent 
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Message From the Chair MAG Regional 
Council Members

MAGAZine

It is my honor to represent the 
Maricopa Association of Govern-

ments as the new Regional Council 
chair. I have been fortunate to serve 
on the MAG Executive Committee 
since 2009, and am well aware that 
MAG is actively involved in many 
issues of importance to the region 
and to the entire state of Arizona. 
With new leadership at the state 
level, I believe great opportunities 
exist to partner on transportation 
and economic development efforts.

MAG’s key mission is transporta-
tion, which is fundamental to a 
sustainable economic engine for 
our region and the state. Our five-
year Transportation Improvement 
Program contains more than five 
billion dollars in transportation 
investments. In a time of fiscal 
austerity, we continue to seek ways 
to use technology and innovation to 
stretch taxpayer dollars and make 
better use of the resources available. 

We will bolster efforts to enhance 
our economy by working with our 
state and regional partners on 
economic objectives that recog-
nize transportation as a critical 
component for business attraction 
and business growth. We will work 
with the private sector to refine 
our business environment and the 
economic development tools that 
will help us compete in an evolving 
national and global market. 

We will also continue to partner 
with the Joint Planning Advisory 
Council to build better political 
alignment and a common vision 
among MAG, the Central Arizona 

Governments, the Pima Asso-
ciation of Governments, the Sun 
Corridor Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, and our state part-
ners. Through collaborative and 
cooperative efforts, we can more 
effectively address regional and 
statewide transportation strategies.

While our focus will always be on 
developing, enhancing and main-
taining our transportation infra-
structure, MAG will continue to 
address issues related to air quality 
and human services. Challenges 
ahead include defending our dust 
plan against legal challenges and 
working with the Environmental 
Protection Agency to improve 
how dust rules are applied to dry, 
desert regions like ours.  In addi-
tion, we need to remain cognizant 
of the nature of the changing de-
mographics of the constituents for 
whom we serve. MAG has directed 
resources to the consideration of 
how we accommodate and provide 
for those who find that age, hous-
ing and domestic situations create 
evolving circumstances within 
MAG’s overall mission.

The underlying concept of MAG 
is that local governments, which 
are closest to the people, should 
have primary responsibility for ad-
dressing issues on a regional basis. 
That is our mission and our man-
date. I look forward to serving in 
a leadership role for this organiza-
tion to bring many different par-
ties to the table to ensure all voices 
are heard. Working together, we 
can make a difference for future 
generations. 

Mayor  
W.J. “Jim” Lane, 
City of Scottsdale
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2015Voices From the Council

It was great to see so many Maricopa County communities named Playful Cities by KaBOOM!, the 
national nonprofit dedicated to bringing balanced and active play into the daily lives of kids. With 
cooler weather on the way, let’s remind our residents of all of the great recreational and fitness amenities 
municipalities provide our young people. 
—Chandler Mayor Jay Tibshraeny 

Residents and drivers in El Mirage can already experience the first phase of what will be the greatest 
economic opportunity for the city. Utility relocation work along El Mirage Road has already started. 
Through regional cooperation and in partnership with MAG, the city of El Mirage will be able to 
widen and enhance El Mirage Road from Northern to Grand Avenue.  Improvements will also be 
made on Thunderbird Road from 127th Avenue to Grand Avenue. Both projects provide improved 
connectivity throughout El Mirage and the northwest region. 
—El Mirage Mayor Lana Mook 

Buckeye has always been a mecca of natural resources like open spaces, mountain views and water 
resources, but now we are breaking into the recreational tourism market with our Buckeye marathon and 
world-class Skyline Regional Park opening this winter.  Buckeye really is Arizona’s biggest opportunity! 
—Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meck 

The Maricopa County Department of Transportation, together with the Arizona Department of 
Transportation and OZ Engineering, recently won the International Institute of Transportation 
Engineers’ prestigious achievement award for the AZTech Regional Information System (ARIS).  
This is another example of our Department of Transportation’s quest for innovative ways to improve 
mobility and the quality of life in Maricopa County. Since its deployment in April 2014, ARIS has 
sent automated notifications for road closures, lane restrictions and roadway maintenance incidents an 
average of 275 times per day. 
—Maricopa County Supervisor Denny Barney 

Throughout the Valley, our citizens are giving their time and resources to organizations that are 
making a difference in our communities. In Goodyear, our volunteer programs are strong; from Adopt-
A-Street to You Are Not Alone, our residents give over 28,000 hours of their own time each year to 
contribute to the city and their community. 
—Goodyear Mayor Georgia Lord 

We are thrilled to have Saint Xavier University, a world-class, four-year educational institution, open 
its doors in Gilbert’s Heritage District. Saint Xavier is expanding its long-established Chicago campus 
to the Phoenix East Valley and we are excited to extend its legacy here in Gilbert. 
—Gilbert Mayor John Lewis 

Surprise is excited to work with our regional partners in advancing new economic development 
tools that will help us better assess and take advantage of current market and community dynamics. 
Collectively, these new tools for workforce development and economic incentives will help in attracting 
dynamic business growth to the region. 
—Surprise Mayor Sharon Wolcott
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Peoria Mayor Finds Calling in 
Economic Development

Continued on page 5Mayor Carlat speaking with constituents at her monthly “Morning With the Mayor” 
coffee chat.

Mayor Cathy 
Carlat, City of 

Peoria

Peoria Mayor Cathy Carlat clearly recalls what 
gave her the spark that eventually led to politics. 

She was a mother and business owner living in the 
small suburb of Plano, Texas, when she witnessed a re-
markable transformation. American businessman and 
two-time presidential candidate Ross Perot moved his 
Electronic Data Systems headquarters from Dallas to 
Plano. He was quickly followed by other multinational 
corporations moving their campuses to Plano.

“It was just a huge game changer for the area,” says 
Mayor Carlat. “All of a sudden, all of these corpora-
tions were contributing to the community. They were 
giving to schools, they were helping to build parks, 
and they were contributing to the arts. And the chil-
dren, the next generation in that town, all of a sudden 
had very high aspirations. They were doing better in 
school so they could get better jobs and move up the 
corporate ladder. They were staying in that city and 
raising their own children there. The families became 
very strong and very rooted. It changed everything 
for that city, and it became the most livable city in 
America.”

It was that experience that followed Carlat to Peoria, 
Arizona. While she hadn’t been interested in politics 
before, when she saw similarities between Peoria and 
Plano, she decided to run for city council.

“It gave me some inspiration, and it made me feel 
that I had something that I could bring to the table,” 
says Carlat, who quickly recognized that economic 
development was her passion.  “The Loop 303 was 
about to go through the northern part of our city, 
so it was primed to be in a situation that could be a 
game changer, the same way that Plano experienced. 
I wanted to bring jobs to our city so that my children 
would stay here and have a place to work gainfully, to 
support their families and raise their children—my 
grandchildren—here,” she says.

That was 10 years ago. In January, Carlat was elected 
as Peoria’s first female mayor. She says the biggest 
challenge for both Peoria and the region is explosive 
growth. The city has grown by 10,000 residents since 
the 2010 decennial census, and is projected to grow 
another 30 percent before the next census.

“In order for us to continue to grow in an orderly 
fashion, we have to be planning ahead 10 years, 20 
years; we have to know what our goals are and that we 
are walking toward those goals every step of the way.”

Having served as a former district manager for a 
Fortune 500 company, vice president of a real estate 
leasing firm, and 13 years in communications for the 
Central Arizona Project, Carlat believes her career 
path has prepared her to serve as mayor.

“All of those things lead you down the path of stand-
ing by your convictions…there are a lot of ways to be 
taken off course, so you need to make sure that you 
know what you want and how to get there.”

Among her goals are helping the region become 
“more multimodal, more environmentally positive, 
and finding ways to be more efficient and sustainable 
in the way we grow.” She discusses hopes to bring a 
resort development to Lake Pleasant, which she calls 
a “huge treasure,” and believes such a development 
would become a statewide tourist attraction.

“Another area I am particularly interested in is 
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Mayor Carlat (continued)

The Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) has a new slate of officers 
for the year ahead. Scottsdale Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane was elected as 

incoming chair of MAG, while Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton was elected as vice 
chair and Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meck as treasurer. Those elected to serve as 
at-large members were El Mirage Mayor Lana Mook, Queen Creek Mayor Gail 
Barney, and Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell. Youngtown Mayor Michael LeVault 
remains on the committee as past chair. 

Officers are elected for one-year terms. MAG celebrated the election of new 
officers during its Annual Meeting and Passing of the Gavel ceremony in June, 
during which Mayor Lane discussed MAG’s important role in the region. Also 
during the ceremony, a “Year in Review” video was played highlighting MAG’s 
accomplishments. The video is available at MAG’s website:  
https://www.azmag.gov/Videos/YearInReview2015/vid_YearInReview-2015.html

Mayor Lane will lead the organization for the next year and will also preside 
over the MAG Executive Committee. The committee serves as MAG’s finance 
committee and is responsible for a number of administrative responsibilities, 
such as amendments to the budget and contract selections. Mayor Lane has 
served on the MAG Regional Council and on the MAG Executive Committee since 
2009. He served as treasurer of the Regional Council from 2013 to 2014, when 
he was elected vice chair. He has served as chair of the Transportation Policy 
Committee and as a member of the Economic Development Committee.

During the Annual Meeting, the Regional Council also voted to elect Glendale 
Mayor Jerry Weiers as chair of the MAG Transportation Policy Committee (TPC), 
and Mesa Mayor John Giles as vice chair. The TPC was established by the MAG 
Regional Council in 2002 to oversee the development of the 20-year Regional 
Transportation Plan and to guide transportation planning in the region. 

MAG Welcomes New Officers, 
Looks Forward to Year Ahead

Mayor Greg 
Stanton, City of 
Phoenix, Vice Chair

Mayor W.J. “Jim” 
Lane, City of  
Scottsdale, Chair

Mayor Jackie 
Meck, City of 
Buckeye, Treasurer

Mayor Lana Mook, 
City of El Mirage

Mayor Gail 
Barney, Town of 
Queen Creek

Mayor Mark 
Mitchell, City of 
Tempe

Mayor Michael 
LeVault, Town of 
Youngtown

2015 PASSING OF 
THE GAVEL

preserving our open spaces here in the Sonoran 
Desert. Because Peoria bookends the Valley, we 
have these beautiful views of untouched desert. I 
believe protecting special areas from development 
can actually benefit our economy and boost our 
investments. It keeps home values up, it’s a great 
amenity, we are able to provide citizens with miles 
of hiking and biking and horseback riding trails, 
and it’s a great incentive we can tout to potential 
businesses looking for a home.”

Carlat is a “history buff ” who likes to travel to 
historic places in her free time.

“I’ve visited the ruins of Pompeii and Gettysburg, 
battlegrounds and Mayan ruins, Pearl Harbor, the 
Vatican, and one of Picasso’s studios in France. I 
always like to travel somewhere I can learn about 
things that have happened in the past, I find that 
terribly interesting,” she says.

Carlat recently became the first Peoria representa-
tive to serve on the MAG Economic Development 
Committee.

“I would just really like to recognize the impact 
that MAG has on this region. I am very, very proud 
to not only be part of it, but to be on the Economic 
Development Committee, which I think is so 
important,” she states. “To me, transportation is 
about economic development, and economic de-
velopment is about transportation. They go hand 
in hand. So I am really glad that MAG took on 
another segment of responsibility and I’m really 
glad to be part of that.” 

Mayor Carlat meets with constituents at a local construction 
site.
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People’s Choice 
Award “Forest 

Primeval” by Shirley 
Cunningham.

Fusing Generations Into Strong Communities

Bringing people of different 
generations together and 

integrating them into one strong 
community was the focus of the 
Maricopa Association of Govern-
ments (MAG) Going Places confer-
ence in May. Sessions focused on 
the importance of older adults to 
the economy and using transpor-
tation to drive age-friendly com-
munities. Twelve workshops were 
also held, and awards were pre-
sented to artists and communities 
embracing ways to connect older 
adults with people of all ages. 

“At each stage in life, we all have 
something to contribute,” said 
MAG Chair W.J. “Jim” Lane at the 
conference. “We not only have an 
obligation to stay engaged and 
contribute, but also we have a 
responsibility as a community to 
recognize the strengths and the 
contributions of each generation. 
We need to maintain the kind 
of respect and honor for older 
people in our community because 
their history, their productivity, 

their development of a sustain-
able, viable community…we cer-
tainly want to promote and make 
sure there’s an environment for 
them to be able to do just that.”

In a statement prior to the event, 
Governor Doug Ducey said, “I’m 
committed to building stronger 
communities, and that is why our 
administration is focused on poli-
cies and priorities that promote 
opportunity for all. That said, 
we know government can’t do it 
alone—it takes Arizonans of all 
ages working together and dis-
covering how they can be better 
neighbors and citizens. That’s what 
this conference is about, and I com-
mend and support its mission.”

Three awards were conferred 
at the conference to celebrate 
innovative ways older adults are 
connecting to people of all ages. 
The awards were part of the 2015 
Arizona Age-Friendly Community 
Competition and the 2015 Inter-
generational Art Show. 

Surprise Mayor Sharon Wolcott 
accepted the city’s first-place 
award in the community compe-
tition. The award comes with a 
$5,000 grant to support the city’s 
age-friendly initiatives.

“When I became mayor three-
and-a-half years ago, there was a 
considerable divide in our city—
literally and figuratively—between 
our younger-family and active-
adult communities,” said Wolcott. 
“To me, it became very important 
to make certain that we were doing 
everything possible to create ‘One 
Surprise’ with all our residents. 
That is our ongoing initiative.”

Mayor Wolcott related one recent 
example in which students from 
a local high school were intro-
duced to the game of pickleball by 
members of the Sun City Grand 
Pickleball Club. Played with a 

paddle and plastic ball, the game 
combines elements of tennis and 
ping-pong. Afterward, many of the 
students remarked they were very 
impressed when they learned that 
many of the senior citizens used to 
work as doctors and lawyers—even 
musicians.

“We want to continue creating op-
portunities where our young and 
‘young-at-heart’ residents interact 
in a variety of settings,” she said. 
“This award is going to help us 
continue making that connection, 
so thank you very much.” Mayor 
Wolcott said the award money will 
be used for community outreach 
and education.

In the intergenerational art com-
petition, people of all ages and 
abilities were invited to use artistic 
expression to answer the question, 
“What does it feel like to be 70, 80, 
or 90?” Twenty-eight submissions 
were received from artists such as 
Sidney, age four, and Grandma 
Bea, age 82. The Arizona Commis-
sion on the Arts convened a panel 
of judges to select the five pieces 
of artwork that best answered the 
theme of the art show. The 250 con-
ference attendees voted for Shirley 
Cunningham to receive the People’s 
Choice Award for her painting, 
“Forest Primeval.” The award in-
cluded a certificate and a gift card.

The conference was co-hosted by 
the MAG Transportation Ambas-
sador Program and the Arizona 
Age-Friendly Network, an effort 
funded by Grantmakers in Aging 
(GIA), the Pfizer Foundation, and 
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust. 
Dr. John Feather, CEO of GIA, 
said, “We are supporting work in 
Arizona because we believe in the 
power of communities to chart a 
new course, one that leverages the 
best of people at every age. This 
is expressed creatively through 
art and by the choices we make as 
communities.”  
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“Spine” Study Survey Results Define Public Priorities

The results are in following remarkable public participation through 
three public meetings and a two-month online survey for the 

Interstate 10/Interstate 17 Corridor Master Plan (Spine Study). More 
than 1,800 people participated in the process and shared more than 
4,390 comments. 

MAG, together with the Arizona Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration, embarked on a new study to create 
a master plan for the I-10/I-17 corridor. This 35-mile corridor is called 
the Spine because it is the backbone of the regional freeway sys-
tem—used by more than 40 percent of all daily freeway traffic.

“The study team asked people to offer ideas, opinions, concerns, 
issues, opportunities, trends and sentiments about the Spine 
Corridor,” said Chandler Councilmember Jack Sellers, a member 
of the MAG Regional Council, Transportation Policy Committee, 
and State Transportation Board whose community is impacted by 
the Spine. “We had significant input about the priorities, preferred 
strategies, and suggestions regarding where improvements are 
needed along the Spine,” he said.

Survey participants 
identified “improve 
commute” as the 
highest-ranked priority, 
followed by “add travel 
choices,” “protect the 
environment,” “in-
crease connections,” 
“promote neighbor-
hoods,” “improve 
commerce,” “minimize 
costs,” and “emphasize costs,” in ranked order.

When asked about preferred strategies, respondents selected provid-
ing alternative travel modes, improving freeway access, and adding 
new freeway lanes as the top three choices.

The survey allowed respondents to place pins on a virtual map regard-
ing various issues with the corridor. More than 3,500 pins were placed, 
including 1,887 pins involving traffic congestion, 484 pins regarding 
safety, 426 pins surrounding public transit, 327 for cycling/pedestrian, 
288 pins regarding access, and 126 pins outlining other concerns.

During the next several months, the Study team will analyze the com-
ments and incorporate public ideas and preferences when identifying 
solutions, known as alternatives, to address the needs of the Spine 
Corridor. Once the draft alternatives have been identified, the public 
will be asked to provide feedback on the proposed solutions. The next 
round of public participation is anticipated in spring 2016.

Those interested in the Spine Corridor can visit spine.azmag.gov to 
stay informed of the study’s progress, view materials, and learn about 
future opportunities for participation. 

We asked for...

You said, my priorities are...

We asked...

You showed us...

We asked...

You said...

In February and March 2015, the Spine Study team held three public meetings through-
out the study area and conducted a two-month online survey with remarkable results. 
More than 1,800 people participated in the process and shared more than 4,390 com-
ments. The study team asked for your priorities, preferred strategies, and where improve-
ments are needed along the Spine. Here’s what you shared:

Public Participation Results Are In!

What challenges do you experience in the  
Corridor and where are they?

.. by placing 3,538 pins on a virtual map.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts. During the next several months, the Study team 
will analyze your comments and incorporate your ideas and preferences when identifying 
solutions (known as alternatives) to address the needs of the Spine Corridor. Once the 
draft alternatives have been identified, the public will be asked to provide feedback on the 
proposed solutions. This next round of public participation is anticipated in spring 2016. 

Please visit spine.azmag.gov to stay informed of the study’s progress, view study 
materials, and learn about future opportunities for participation. Thank you for your 
continued interest in the Spine Study!

Improve Commute

Add Travel Choices

Protect the Environment

Increase Connections

Promote Neighborhood

Improve Commerce

Minimize Costs

Emphasize Costs

Concerns
Trends

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

1,887 pins

SAFETY

484 pins

PUBLIC TRANSIT

426 pins

CYCLING/PEDESTRIAN

327 pins

ACCESS

288 pins

OTHER

126 pins

Ideas

Opinions Issues Opportunities

Sentiments

Interstate 10/Interstate 17 Corridor Master Plan “Spine Study”
S P I N E S P I N E

Corridor
Master Plan

Next Steps...

What strategies would you prefer?

Providing alternative travel modes, improving freeway 
access, and adding new freeway lanes are your top three 

preferred strategies. 

Street Lanes

Special Lanes

Freeway Lanes

Access

Travel Modes

Use the interactive Online Comment Viewer to see all the mapped comments.
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Elected Officials, Business Leaders Find 
Value in Mexico Trade Mission

Continued on page 9

Elected officials and business  
  leaders say they gained valu-

able insight and made important 
personal connections during a 
three-day economic development 
and industry trade mission orga-
nized by the Maricopa Associa-
tion of Governments (MAG) and 
numerous partners. The trip, held 
June 3-5, 2015, included visits to 
the cities of Hermosillo and Guay-
mas in Sonora, Mexico.

MAG collaborated with the Arizo-
na Commerce Authority, Arizona 
State Office in Sonora, Collectron 
International Management, The 
Offshore Group, and Visit Tucson 
to organize the local economic de-
velopment and industry trade mis-
sion. Other partners included the 
Arizona Chamber of Commerce, 
Arizona COG/MPO Association, 
Arizona Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, Arizona Mexico Com-
mission, Global Chamber, League 
of Arizona Cities and Towns, 
and Tucson Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce. The mission was 

and work with our neighbors 
across the border.”

Glenn Hamer, president and 
CEO of the Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, called 
it a privilege to participate in the 
trip. Hamer said he was espe-
cially pleased to visit with repre-
sentatives of CANACINTRA, an 
organization similar to the Arizona 
Manufacturers Council.

“I’m very confident that (this 
visit) will help us to enhance our 
trading relationship, it will lead 
to both more exports and more 
commercial and trading oppor-
tunities for Arizona and Sonora,” 
said Hamer. “One of the things 
that really came through is that we 
do live in a global society. We had 
the good fortune to visit a French 
company doing business in Mexico 
that provides a product for Boeing, 
and Boeing has a huge presence in 
the state of Arizona. We’ve learned 
that when we trade more, it’s a win/
win. Mexico wins, Arizona wins, the 
United States wins,” he said.

MAG Regional Council member 
and Chandler Councilmember 
Jack Sellers, who also serves on the 
State Transportation Board, called 
this and similar MAG trade trips 
“extremely valuable.”

“We get a lot of information, but 
we also get the personal contacts, 
and that makes the information 
much, much more meaningful, 
because now we have the ability to 
follow up,” said Sellers. “We have 
some real life experience with 
what’s going on in the economy of 
Sonora and we gain a much better 
grasp of how important it is to 
further this relationship.”

MAG Moment

The MAG Mexico Trade Mission delegation poses with staff from The Offshore Group and MetroMatemáticas 
program students. The Offshore Group helps foreign companies establish a nearshore manufacturing 
presence in Arizona.

supported by sponsorships from 
Arizona Public Service (APS) and 
Salt River Project (SRP). 

The purpose of the mission was 
to introduce local and regional 
economic development practi-
tioners, chambers of commerce 
representatives, and small- and 
medium-sized business leaders to 
key business and economic leaders 
in Sonora. Activities included a 
tour of the Port of Guaymas and 
local industry tours, including 
visits to companies and industrial 
parks involved in the aerospace, 
automotive, electronics and medi-
cal/optical sectors.

“Mexico is witnessing a real 
economic revolution. For the first 
time in the country’s history, they 
are building a true middle class,” 
said Youngtown Mayor Michael 
LeVault, past chair of MAG, who 
has been on four such trade trips. 
“Our proximity in Arizona to the 
state of Sonora gives us an excel-
lent opportunity to tap into that 
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It was the second trade trip to 
Mexico for Carefree Councilmem-
ber Mike Farrar, who also serves 
on the MAG Regional Council. 
“We had a chance to see a number 
of maquiladora (manufacturing) 
plants, and I was a little surprised 
to really understand how Mexico, 
within the next decade, will be one 
of the top 10 economies in the 
world,” said Farrar. “I’m proud to 
represent Arizona, and I just see 
so many tremendous economic 
advantages for commerce and 
tourism, and trade and cultural 
exchange between our two states.”

In addition to positive opportu-
nities for commerce, trade and 
tourism, the group discussed 
other policy issues, such as the 
critical bottleneck that exists for 
commercial trucks heading into 
Arizona at the Querobabi Military 
Checkpoint, which is located ap-
proximately 75 kilometers south 
of Nogales, Sonora. Backups at the 
checkpoint can extend for miles, 
causing delays of up to 16 hours.

“That’s the bad news,” said 
Hamer. “The good news is that 
from the meetings here, we 
learned from our United States 
Consul General and through 
certain officials from Mexico, that 
there are plans in place to add 
both people and power to reduce 
the wait, as well as to improve 

the infrastructure,” he said. “I’m 
convinced that one of the tangible 
benefits of this trip will be to 
articulate the issue and to continue 
down the path of reducing that 
congestion point.” 

For example, the U.S. is provid-
ing funds to support Mexico’s 
Secretariat of National Defense to 
accelerate the inspection process 
by improving infrastructure. This 
includes secondary and additional 
roads into and out of the facility, 
upgrades to the electrical grid, 
additional inspection booths and 
platforms, refrigeration storage 
facilities, canine units, and high-
tech x-ray equipment for cars, 
trucks, and buses. CANACINTRA 
is looking to connect policy and 
business stakeholders in Arizona, 
Sonora, and Sinaloa with appro-
priate federal agencies to discuss 
a precertification initiative for 
cargo inspection at Querobabi and 
Nogales checkpoints.

Other policy issues included is-
sues surrounding rail capacity at 
the border in Nogales in light of 
recent developments to expand 
the Port of Guaymas. Next steps 
include a proposed stakeholders 
meeting to develop a timeline 
for a feasibility study to identify 
potential demand for moving con-
tainer cargo from the port through 
Arizona. 

Biking Brings Business
(continued from page 1)

The Arizona delegation met with U.S. Consul General Karen Ogle (center) in Hermosillo, 
Mexico. Ogle’s consular district covers the southern part of the state of Sonora and the 
entire state of Sinaloa.

study by the Arizona Department of Transportation 
found that the state’s ideal weather, scenic 
landscapes, new infrastructure and numerous 
bicycling events lure cyclists from around the 
world, resulting in an economic impact to Arizona’s 
economy of more than $88 million each year. 

Bespoke Inn, Café and Bike Shop is one travel 
destination indicative of the growing interest in 
cycling and the importance of bicycle tourism. 
The Scottsdale inn combines a bed-and-breakfast 
experience with a cyclist-friendly component.  
Guests have complimentary use of British 
Pashley city bicycles, where they can ride through 
downtown Scottsdale or take the scenic Greenbelt 
path to Tempe Town Lake. More advanced cyclists 
can rent high-end road bikes from the bike shop for 
longer guided or individual rides. Both hard-core 
and weekend cyclists come from around the world 
to experience the inn.

“Ten years ago, no one was out on the streets. Now 
when we ride bikes, we see tons of cyclists every day, 
as more and more people take up the sport,” noted 
owner Kate Hennen, who said the inn’s business 
model was born out of a passion for cycling and a 
desire to build a vacation destination that “would 
be like our place to travel.” Bespoke Inn attracts 
guests from 20 to 90 years of age, with the majority 
being business leaders in their 50s or 60s.

“I think that road biking is becoming the new golf,” 
said Hennen. “If you look into road biking, a lot 
of captains of industry, CEOs of companies, are 
taking up cycling. And you’ll notice more and more 
that businesses are using cycling to team build or 
bond—instead of going golfing with their team-
mates, they go out on daily rides or they have a 
weekly ride.”

Hennen pointed out that Europe has long 
recognized the attraction of cycling to tourists. 
Even Tucson has long been a haven and destination 
for cyclists. She said Maricopa County can share in 
that success. 

“This is an amazing destination for cycling,” she 
stated. “We have roads that are clean and new, 
good cycling lanes and great places to ride…It’s a 
sport that’s easy to take up, whatever level you’re at, 
and you get addicted to it.” 
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MAG Helps Connect Valley Through Canals/Bike Paths

Before Improvements After Improvements

Continued on page 11

Scottsdale 
Arizona Canal

Tempe Rio 
Salado Pathway

Peoria New River 
Pathway

The sophisticated trail system that tourists and 
employees use to travel from one end of the 

Valley to another provides miles of connectivity for 
daily commutes and other activities, many along the 
Valley’s extensive canal network. Runners, joggers 
and other pedestrians also use these trails to access 
recreational areas and to connect to transit stops and 
employment centers. 

What many don’t know is that this trail system 
has been funded in large part by MAG, which has 
invested more than $150 million in federal fund-
ing in multiuse path projects since 2001. Through 
matching funds and other grants, that investment has 
helped cities, towns, counties, and tribes construct 
$275 million in bike/pedestrian projects across the 
region, including $99 million for about 750 miles of 
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canal paths. In fact, over the past 15 years, Arizona 
has had one of the most aggressive pedestrian and 
bike programs in the U.S., according to a report 
published by the Federal Highway Administration.

“In my community, the Scottsdale 
Arizona Canal connects bicyclists 
and pedestrians to the Scottsdale 
Waterfront and downtown 
Scottsdale, and also links them to 
the Crosscut Canal, which connects 
to Mill Avenue, downtown Tempe, 
and the light rail line,” noted 
Scottsdale Mayor and MAG Chair W.J. “Jim” Lane. 
“MAG has planned and funded extensions to connect 
from downtown Scottsdale to Indian Bend Wash, 
which links to another great system of trails,” he said. 

The Tempe Rio Salado Pathway is another example 
of a recently expanded trail that runs from 48th Street 
east along Tempe Town Lake to the downstream dam 
and connects to the northbound Greenbelt (Indian 
Bend Wash) to Cactus Road in Scottsdale. It also con-
nects to Mill Avenue, downtown Tempe and the Tempe 
Marketplace, and links to downtown Scottsdale. Light 
rail connections along the path can take travelers into 
north Phoenix or east Mesa. Future expansions will 
also eventually see the trail continuing east to the Chi-
cago Cubs’ spring training complex in Mesa.

As with many MAG projects, the Rio Salado Park-
way started with funding supplied through design 
assistance, which allows member agencies to develop 
detailed plans for path projects, such as determining 
exact routes, potential alternatives if obstacles arise, 
even landscaping requirements.

“MAG helped us design and en-
gineer the Rio Salado Pathway in 
a way that improved our chances 
of securing the federal funds we 
needed to complete this project,” 
said Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell, 
a member of the MAG Executive 
Committee.  “We have a changing 
transportation culture in our Valley, 
people like to have options when planning their com-
mute.  In Tempe, a growing number of our residents 
are choosing public transit, especially biking and 
walking.” Mitchell noted that since 1996, MAG has 
provided nearly $4 million in design assistance fund-
ing, which translates to 68 projects across the region.

In the West Valley, for example, the Peoria New River 
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Pathway between Deer Valley Road and Northern 
Avenue connects to the Peoria Sports Complex, 
Arrowhead Towne Center, the Arizona Canal and the 
Thunderbird Paseo trail, which in turn will connect 
to light rail when the Phoenix Northwest Phase 
I extension opens in 2016. Extensions are under 
construction from Northern Avuene to Bethany Home 
Road, which will connect to the Westgate District and 
Grand Canal when the Glendale Grand Canal project, 
which has also been funded, is completed.

“The pathway possibilities in the Valley are almost 
endless,” said Peoria Mayor Cathy Carlat. “The MAG 
bicycle and pedestrian program has provided a means 
for Valley residents and visitors alike to better enjoy 
our attractive climate and active outdoor lifestyle. I 
hope that these enthusiasts recognize the value of 
these investments in our quality of life, our health, 
and the well-being of our region.” 

The MAG online 
bikeways map is 
available at: 
azmag.gov/bike

www.azmag.gov/bike
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The newsletter is available at www.azmag.gov.  
Click on the MAG Publications link and then  
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Parking is available under the building. Please ask for 
parking validation at the meeting. A transit ticket will be 
provided for anyone who purchased a transit ticket 
to attend a meeting. Bike racks are available at the 
entrance to the parking garage.

All meetings, unless indicated otherwise, will be held 
in the conference rooms located in the MAG office on 
the 2nd floor of the building, 302 N. 1st Ave., Phoenix. 

The dates, times and locations of all meetings may 
change. Other committees not listed here may meet 
during these months. For confirmation, call (602) 254-
6300, or visit the website: www.azmag.gov/Events

4th 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  
Committee (Saguaro) 

5th 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  
Working Group (Ironwood)

5th 10:00 a.m. Intelligent Transportation Systems 
Committee (Ironwood)

5th 12:00 p.m. Management Committee (Saguaro)
5th 1:30 p.m. Standard Specifications and Details 

Committee (Ironwood)
6th 2:00 p.m. Regional Domestic Violence Council 

(Ironwood) 
10th 12:00 p.m. Regional Council Executive  

Committee (Ironwood)
11th 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
12th 9:30 a.m. Continuum of Care Regional  

Committee on Homelessness (Saguaro)
12th 12:00 p.m. Transportation Policy Committee 

(Saguaro)
13th 10:00 a.m. Transit Committee (Ironwood)
13th 1:30 p.m. Human Services Technical  

Committee (Chaparral)
18th 10:00 a.m. Solid Waste Advisory Committee 

(Ironwood)
18th 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee 

(Ironwood)
19th 2:00 p.m. Building Codes Committee (Ironwood)
24th 2:00 p.m. Continuum of Care Board (Ironwood)
25th 10:00 a.m. Population Technical Advisory  

Committee (Chaparral)
26th 11:30 a.m. Regional Council (Saguaro)
27th 10:00 a.m. Transportation Review Committee 

(Saguaro)
27th 1:30 p.m. Air Quality Technical Advisory  

Committee (Saguaro)
28th 10:00 a.m. Human Services Coordinating  

Committee (Cottonwood)

A Quarterly Newsletter Focusing on Regional Excellence 

Vol. 20: No. 3August 2015—October 2015

Visit our website:  
www.azmag.gov

Follow us on Twitter at: 
http://twitter.com/MAGregion

Watch MAG videos on YouTube: 
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2nd 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  
Working Group (Ironwood)

2nd 9:00 a.m. Intelligent Transportation Systems 
Committee (Ironwood)

2nd 1:30 p.m. Standard Specifications and Details 
Committee (Ironwood)

8th 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  
Committee (Saguaro) 

8th 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
9th 12:00 p.m. Management Committee (Saguaro)
10th 10:00 a.m. Transit Committee (Ironwood)
10th 1:30 p.m. Human Services Technical  

Committee (Chaparral)
15th 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee 

(Ironwood)
16th 9:30 a.m. Continuum of Care Regional  

Committee on Homelessness (Saguaro)
16th 12:00 p.m. Transportation Policy Committee 

(Saguaro)
16th 2:00 p.m. Building Codes Committee (Ironwood)
17th 10:00 a.m. Technology Advisory Group  

(Chaparral)
21st 12:00 p.m. Regional Council Executive  

Committee (Ironwood)
22nd 9:30 a.m. Transportation Safety Committee 

(Ironwood)
22nd 10:00 a.m. Population Technical Advisory  

Committee (Chaparral)
24th 1:30 p.m. Air Quality Technical Advisory  

Committee (Saguaro)
28th 2:00 p.m. Continuum of Care Regional  

Committee on Homelessness (Saguaro)
30th 11:30 a.m. Regional Council (Saguaro)

1st 10:00 a.m. Transportation Review Committee 
(Saguaro) 

1st 2:00 p.m. Regional Domestic Violence Council 
(Ironwood) 

6th 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  
Committee (Saguaro) 

7th 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  
Working Group (Ironwood)

7th 9:00 a.m. ITS Committee (Ironwood)
7th 1:30 p.m. Standard Specifications and Details 

Committee (Ironwood)
8th 1:30 p.m. Human Services Technical  

Committee (Chaparral)
8th 10:00 a.m. Transit Committee (Ironwood)
13th 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
14th 9:30 a.m. Continuum of Care Regional  

Committee on Homelessness (Saguaro)
14th 12:00 p.m. Management Committee  

(Saguaro)
19th 12:00 p.m. Regional Council Executive  

Committee (Ironwood)
20th 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee 

(Ironwood)
21st 12:00 p.m. Transportation Policy Committee 

(Saguaro)
21st 2:00 p.m. Building Codes Committee (Ironwood)
22nd 1:30 p.m. Air Quality Technical Advisory  

Committee (Ironwood)
26th 2:00 p.m. Continuum of Care Board (Saguaro)
27th 9:30 a.m. Transportation Safety Committee 

(Ironwood)
27th 10:00 a.m. Population Technical Advisory  

Committee (Chaparral)
28th 11:30 a.m. Regional Council (Saguaro)
29th 10:00 a.m. Transportation Review Committee 

(Saguaro)

BUILDING AN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC NETWORK

CONSTRUYENDO UNA RED DE ECONOMÍA INTERNACIONAL

www.youtube.com/magcommunications



