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MAG Celebrates Golden Anniversary

April 12, 2017, will mark 50 years that the Maricopa Association of Governments 
(MAG) has been serving the region. This is the first part of a five-part series that will 
cover the five decades of MAG and the major milestones that represent how MAG has 
made a difference to the residents of our region.

Pre-MAG
MAG was created in the wake of several events requir-
ing regional cooperation. In 1960, Wilbur Smith and 
Associates completed the Major Street and Highway 
Plan for the Phoenix area. This plan contained the 
elements later included in the MAG regional Free-
way/Expressway Plan. Also in the early 1960s, local 
governments worked together on a successful multi-
city sewage treatment plant at 91st Avenue. Two years 
later, the 1962 Federal Aid Highway Act required 
regional transportation planning. This resulted in the 
Valley Area Traffic and Transportation Study (VATTS) 
in 1965. The 1965 Federal Housing Act Amend-
ments and 1966 Metropolitan Development Act also 
provided a legal and financial push for a full-fledged 
regional agency. In a December 1966 memorandum 
to city and town clerks, former MAG Secretary Jack 
DeBolske, who led MAG from 1967 to 1996, wrote, 
“Cities and towns, as well as the county, must cooper-
ate with one another in order to solve regional prob-
lems and to maintain a semblance of local control 
over their own affairs.” 

MAG is Born
MAG was formed in 1967 by concur-
rent resolutions from its member 
agencies to foster regional coopera-
tion and address regional problems. 
On April 12, 1967, the Regional 
Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. During the 
meeting, the Regional Council elected Scottsdale 
Mayor B.L. “Bud” Tims as chair. According to the 
minutes, Mayor Tims indicated that there were “many 
areas of common interest and concern to Valley cities” 
in the metropolitan area. He noted common interests 
such as highways, airports, utility sources and com-
mercial centers. 

In determining priorities, the council identified “mat-
ters of water, air pollution and solid waste disposal” to 
be of primary concern. The council established stand-
ing committees to deal with each area. The new MAG 
members also called for a study on standardizing 
building materials and public works specifications. All 
are areas that MAG still oversees today. The first year 
also saw the expansion of topics addressed by MAG to 
include library services, law enforcement and criminal 
justice standards.

While initial boundaries encompassed only the 
urbanized area, in 1970 that expanded to include all 

Former Scottsdale 
Mayor B.L. “Bud” 
Tims, first MAG 
Chair

Decade One: 1967-1977

 Old Town Scottsdale in the 1960s

Continued on page 9
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Message From the Chair MAG Regional 
Council Members

MAGAZine

It is vital that we continue to make 
decisions that improve the lives of 

the residents of the region because— 
if past is prologue—we know our 

decisions will have lasting impacts 
for future generations.

While MAG has evolved  
greatly over its 50-year histo-

ry, it is fascinating to see how many 
of the main tenets of the first Re-
gional Council are still in practice 
today. In this issue of MAGAZine, 
you will see the first of a five-part 
series celebrating MAG’s Golden 
Anniversary, covering its decade 
from 1967 to 1977. It is vital that 
we continue to make decisions that 
improve the lives of the residents 
of the region because—if past is 
prologue—we know our decisions 
will have lasting impacts for future 
generations.

When you look around the Valley, 
you see that numerous projects 
are under construction, including 
US-60/Grand Avenue from Bell to 
Thunderbird roads, the I-10/Loop 
303 system interchange and many 
others that are funded and in the 
pipeline. This is a direct result of 
voters having faith in MAG and 
being willing to extend a half-cent 
sales tax for transportation. Sev-
eral projects were moved out of the 
20-year Proposition 400 program 
during the recession. We now have 
a great opportunity to add back 
some of those projects or consider 
other unmet needs. Despite an 
entire “lost decade” of revenue, we 
will be able to complete 93 percent 
of the system promised to voters 
in Proposition 400. This type of 
transportation investment leads 
to job creation and improves our 
economy.

While transportation is the core 
business at MAG, we also cover in 
this newsletter MAG’s leadership 
in addressing domestic violence. 
To launch October’s Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month, we 
held a news conference on the im-
portant topic of technology safety. 
We heard powerful testimony from 
one stalking victim, who exhibited 
tremendous courage to share her 
story so that others might learn 
from it. 

Mayor Greg 
Stanton, City of 

Phoenix

Continued on page 5

Among the important long-range 
decisions before us now is our op-
portunity to rebalance the Region-
al Transportation Plan. This effort 
includes increases in revenue 
projections based on improving 
sales tax collections, and new cost 
opinions for existing projects. We 
appreciate the diligent work of 
MAG and the Arizona Department 
of Transportation to pinpoint ef-
ficiencies and refine project costs 
for this effort.
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2016Voices From the Council

As one of the newest members of MAG’s Regional Council, I am honored to be working alongside my 
fellow colleagues and staff to contribute to long-range planning and policy development that strengthen 
the greater Maricopa region to the benefit of all our residents. 
— Mayor Jenn Daniels, Town of Gilbert

Chandler voters overwhelmingly approved our City’s General Plan update this year, with 85 percent 
of the vote in favor. The General Plan is a vital document for local planning purposes, but also 
on a regional level as we work with our many partners to maintain a solid vision for long-term 
transportation, managed growth and economic development success. 
—Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, City of Chandler

The addition of a third lane on Interstate 10 between Verrado Way and State Highway 85 in Buckeye 
would reduce accidents and ease traffic congestion. Buckeye’s Skyline Regional Park, just off I-10—
with its 17 miles of trails for hiking, biking and equestrian enthusiasts—would be given a boost 
by that additional lane, providing easier and safer access to the park’s amenities.  That beautiful, 
natural setting, within a couple miles of a major interstate, illustrates the positive impact that not only 
transportation improvements, but also exercise and relaxation, can have on the hearts, minds and lives 
of our residents and visitors. 
—Mayor Jackie Meck, City of Buckeye

The City of Peoria is in an incredible place right now. We are making great strides as a vibrant city with a 
modern transportation network. As we continue to grow the second half of our city, the completion of the 
Loop 303 is essential. We appreciate the leadership of our MAG partners and look forward to continuing 
our cohesive work to see the benefits of this regional asset fulfilled. 
—Mayor Cathy Carlat, City of Peoria

We have made great strides in our continuing efforts to address domestic violence in our region. We are 
appreciative of all the cooperation between our cities, their respective law enforcement agencies, the legal 
departments, the news media and all who have joined us in our ongoing efforts to save so many people 
from the pain of abuse. 
—Vice Mayor Robin Barker, City of Apache Junction

On September 28, 2016, members of the MAG Regional Council wore purple and passed a resolution in support of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
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Regional Profile: Councilmember Michael Farrar
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Jobs, Economic Development the Priority 
for Carefree Councilmember
When asked about the single most significant 

issue facing the Maricopa region and his com-
munity, Carefree Councilmember Michael Farrar has 
a succinct answer: “Economic development and job 
growth in core industries.”

Farrar represents his community on the MAG 
Regional Council and the MAG Economic Develop-
ment Committee. He says the biggest challenges for 
economic development are available resources and 
“gaining public consensus of the necessity to invest in 
our future.” 

Farrar has a notable economic development back-
ground. He graduated Cum Laude from Northern 
Arizona University’s W.A. Franke College of Business 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in International 
Economics. He then went on to earn double Interna-
tional MBAs from the Thunderbird School of Global 
Management and the Helsinki School of Economics 
in Finland. He also brings more than 30 years of real 
estate and brokerage expertise to his job on the Care-
free Town Council.

“I think my background in real estate has provided 
me insight into the need for the process for develop-
ment to be thoughtful, expedient and appropriate 
in order to foster economic development opportuni-
ties,” says Farrar.

That is especially critical in a town like Carefree, 
situated in a beautiful desert environment in the 
Northeast Valley. A native Arizonan, Farrar says he is 
committed to preserving and nurturing the qualities 
that make Carefree unique.

“We have great geography, with naturally beautiful 
scenery and mountain vistas still in close proximity to 
the greater Phoenix area,” says Farrar. “We have the 
greatest citizens in Arizona, I mean wonderful partici-
pation and pride in their community,” he adds.

In his spare time, Farrar likes scuba diving, golf, art, 
and traveling throughout Arizona. Many might also 
be surprised to learn that he participates and com-
petes in judo. 

“I like it because I’m not getting punched or kicked,” 
Farrar explains of his decision to pursue judo/jujutsu 
over other forms of martial arts.  “It is just more 
suited to me and it’s a great discipline. Jujutsu was 
the forerunner of judo and many other martial arts 
disciplines, it is an ancient craft, and that’s what I like 
about it. ”

If he could deliver one gift to the region, Farrar says 
it would be to “foster stronger ties and economic re-
lationship with our Mexican neighbors that enhance 
and mutually create opportunities that benefit our 
region.”  

Farrar says he particularly appreciates his service 
on the MAG Regional Council and MAG Economic 
Development Committee.

“I greatly enjoy and feel honored to serve with the 
many outstanding members of MAG and its associ-
ated elected officials.”

But when asked about his greatest accomplishment?

“Raising my beautiful daughter, who is now 22 and 
has a beautiful daughter of her own,” he says. “I’m a 
proud grandpa.” 

Councilmember 
Farrar competing 
in a judo match.

Carefree 
Councilmember 
Michael Farrar

Councilmember Farrar receives his MAG membership certificate 
from former MAG Chair and Youngtown Mayor Michael LeVault.
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Light Rail Projects Initiated

Officials from the City of Phoenix and Valley 
Metro, alongside community representatives, 

gathered on September 28, 2016, to announce the 
first light rail project slated under Phoenix Trans-
portation 2050 (T2050). The station 
will begin construction next year and 
will open to riders in 2019. 

 
“The 50th Street Station is becoming a reality,” 
said Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton. “We asked 
Phoenix voters to make an investment in ourselves 
and our shared future and they responded over-
whelmingly. This project will make them proud.”

MAG, SCMPO 
Sign Planning 
Agreement

When a planning area served 
by one metropolitan plan-

ning organization (MPO) ex-
tends into an adjacent planning 
area, federal law requires written 
agreements. These agreements 
must clearly identify areas of 
coordination and the division of 
transportation planning respon-
sibilities of the MPOs. 

The Maricopa Association of 
Governments, and the Sun Cor-
ridor Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (SCMPO), along 
with the Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality and the 
Arizona Department of Trans-
portation, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding on Sep-
tember 8, 2016. The Regional 
Council approved the agreement 
on August 31, 2016.  

SCMPO Executive Director Irene Higgs 
and MAG Executive Director Dennis 
Smith signed the planning agreement in 
September.

That was only the beginning. Throughout October 
we saw an impressive response by local governments 
to join the awareness effort by lighting their munici-
pal buildings, lawns, public art, or other landmarks 
purple. (See pages 6-7.) Domestic violence impacts 
every community and cuts across every demographic, 
and that is why we are unified as a region to raise 
awareness. Domestic violence took more than 100 
lives in Arizona last year. Nationally, one in four 
women and one in seven men have been victims. One 
in four teens is harassed or abused through technol-
ogy. The list goes on. MAG is taking direct action to 
shrink those statistics.

Inspired by a 50-year legacy of success and coop-
eration, MAG will continue to pursue additional 
positive impacts in regional transportation, air qual-
ity, economic development, research, and human 
services.  

Message from the Chair 
(continued from page 2)

Mayor Greg 
Stanton, City of 
Phoenix

The new 50th Street Station will serve local busi-
nesses and provide added convenience for riders 
who are traveling from across the Valley to access 
independent lifestyle resources for people with dis-
abilities at Ability360. It will incorporate increased 
accessibility in its design.

“It is a great day for people with disabilities,” said 
Ability360 President and CEO Phil Pangrazio. 
“This station is going to be so important for peo-
ple with disabilities to get to the Ability360 center 
and access the one-of-a-kind resource.” 

In addition to the 50th Street Station announce-
ment, Valley Metro and the City of Mesa also held 
a groundbreaking ceremony for the Gilbert Road 
Light Rail Extension in October. Construction 
is now underway, with completion anticipated in 
2018.  

https://www.phoenix.gov/T2050
https://www.phoenix.gov/T2050
http://www.valleymetro.org/projects_and_planning/project_detail/50th-street-station
http://ability360.org/
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How Domestic Violence Victims Can Prevent Hacking, Stalking and Tracking

A child’s electronic toy. A Face- 
  book page. A text message. 

These seemingly innocent mod-
ern-day technologies can turn a 
domestic violence victim’s life into 
an endless nightmare of harass-
ment and terror.

“As technology evolves, so does the 
behavior of abusers,” says Phoenix 
Mayor Greg Stanton, chair of the 
Maricopa Association of Govern-
ments (MAG). “Advances in tech-
nology make hacking, stalking, 
and tracking easier for an abuser. 
Victims need to be aware of tech-
nology risks and consider making 
changes to keep themselves safe 
from further abuse.”

Helping domestic violence survi-
vors stay safe from electronic abuse 
was the theme of a press confer-
ence hosted by the Maricopa As-
sociation of Governments and the 
City of Phoenix in preparation for 
October’s Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month.

TECH SAFETY for 
ABUSE VICTIMS

HALT 
HACKING

STOP 
STALKING

TURN OFF 
TRACKING

Prevent Hacking,Stalking and Tracking

  • Delete unknown persons and 
distant acquaintances from 
friends/followers lists on social 
media.

  • Ask friends and family not to 
post pictures or information 
about you and your children on 
social media.

  • Understand how technology 
can assist you. Online 
resources, apps, and hotlines 
can help victims get legal 
information and help quickly.

  • Record incoming calls, 
texts and social media 
communications from abuser 
or abuser’s friends and family. 
This information can be key in 
prosecuting offenders.

  • Cover the lenses on web 
cameras.

  • Follow the steps in your user 
manual to turn off the GPS 
tracking feature on your phone, 
camera, and other electronic 
devices. Consider doing the 
same with your children’s 
electronic devices.

  • Know where your phone is at 
all times. Malware, spyware 
and tracking apps can be 
installed in just a few minutes.

  • If you think your phone is 
being monitored, get a new 
one. The safest thing is to get 
a new phone with an account 
that the abuser does not have 
access to. Remember to put a 
password on your new phone, 
then disable Bluetooth and 
GPS.

  • Be wary of any new 
technology, including toys 
and games brought home by 
children. Many of these contain 
computer chips that can be 
hacked, and/or have GPS 
tracking capabilities. 

  • If you think your vehicle is 
being tracked, look for and 
remove the GPS tracking 
device(s) from your vehicle.  

  • Set and check privacy settings 
on your computer, phone and 
social media.

  • Use “private” setting or special 
browsers when on the Internet 
to avoid creating an Internet 
history.

  • Change your password on your 
phone, computer, and other 
electronics to a mix of numbers 
and letters.

 • Create a free email account 
your abuser doesn’t know 
about and use it for all of your 
safety planning information. 

  • If you think your computer has 
spyware, consider using a safe 
device (library, tech center, 
work) for searches or emails 
regarding your safety until the 
spyware can be detected and 
removed.

  • Monitor your children’s online 
activities to ensure they are not 
providing personal or location 
information, are not surfing 
unsafe sites, and that they 
understand the need for safe 
computer practices.

  • Download the National Network 
to End Domestic Violence 
(NNEDV) Tech Safety App. 
http://nnedv.org/

From turning off tracking systems 
on cell phones and computers to 
warning friends and family about 
safe computer practices, the press 
conference provided tips on what 
victims should know to prevent 
electronic hacking, stalking, and 
tracking. 

“Last year, 107 people died in Ari-
zona in domestic violence related 
incidents,” says Apache Junction 
Vice Mayor Robin Barker, chair of 
the MAG Regional Domestic Vio-
lence Council. “This is equivalent 
to one death every three days. In 
fact, one in every four females and 
one in seven males will be injured 
in domestic violence situations in 
their lifetimes. Our fear is these 
numbers will increase as a result of 
technology crimes. As a region, we 
need to continue to raise aware-
ness about this issue,” she said.

Computer stalking victim Rhian-
non (not her real name) has endured 
seven years of stalking at the hands 

of an unknown abuser. 

“When we think of violence, we 
think of the physical. We think 
of all of the tragic gun deaths 
that seem to happen more and 
more often. We think of terror-
ist attacks. We think of a partner 
putting hands on someone they 
are supposed to love. What doesn’t 
come immediately to mind when 
we think about violence is the 
Internet. However, the further 

Maricopa County Administration BuildingEl Mirage Police StationPhoenix City Hall

Glendale City Hall

Computer stalking victim “Rhiannon”Phoenix Mayor 
Greg Stanton

Apache Junction 
Vice Mayor Robin 

Barker

Lighting the Valley 
Purple 2016:  
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

Mesa City Hall

Continued on page 7
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we move into a digital age, the 
more violence that we find there. 
Social media is the new frontier of 
violence, and it is often invisible,” 
says Rhiannon.

While it is unlikely that her case is 
related to an intimate partner, Rhi-
annon’s story is a chilling example 
of how an electronic stalker can 
create chaos in a victim’s life. Her 
stalker began a relentless campaign 
of online intimidation and threats 
after she appeared at a public 
speaking engagement. He has cre-
ated thousands of fake profiles to 
harass her and made over 16,000 
posts to an Internet forum. He has 
used Facebook to send messages to 
almost everyone she has ever met. 
His incessant pursuit has scared 
away friends and made her feel iso-
lated and mistrustful of everyone 
she meets. He has posted more 
than 800 images of her—some of 
which she doesn’t recall taking.

“In my situation, I have to wonder 
if every single person I meet is my 
stalker,” notes Rhiannon. “I know 
none of this is my fault, but he has 
twisted and warped my entire life 
into a grotesque caricature of itself. 
Every thoughtless selfie that I’ve 
ever taken has been turned into an 
instrument of his infatuation.”

Deputy County Attorney Ariel 
Serafin, who prosecutes felony 
domestic violence cases, says a 
stronger stalking law went into 
effect in March. Previously, threats, 
maintaining visual or physical 
proximity to a victim, or conduct-
ing electronic or GPS surveillance 
of a victim have been identified as 
stalking conduct.

“Now, it’s also considered potential 
stalking conduct under the law if 
an individual directs communica-
tion of images or language at the 
victim without authorization and 
with no legitimate purpose,” says 
Serafin. “This expanded law will 
allow us to address those situations 
where an individual repeatedly 
directs vulgar harassing or other-
wise disturbing communications at 
a victim.”

Serafin encourages victims to turn 
off tracking devices on their phone, 
camera, and other electronic de-
vices, as well as children’s devices.

“Be wary of any technology, includ-
ing toys or games brought home 
by children. These days, it is 
possible for these devices to be 
hacked, or alternatively, for them 
to contain GPS devices or audio or 
video recording capabilities.”

Chandler City HallMaricopa County Administration Building Peoria City Hall

Surprise City Hall

Deputy County 
Attorney Ariel 
Serafin

Phoenix Police 
Lt. Troy Finley 
demonstrates how 
to find tracking 
devices on 
vehicles.

Phoenix police demonstrated how 
trackers could be placed in vehi-
cles, toys or backpacks. They also 
showed how cell phone chargers 
and even children’s teddy bears 
could contain hidden cameras. 

Rhiannon encouraged all women 
to be aware of Internet dangers 
and to use computer safety practic-
es. She said more people need to 
speak out when they see posts with 
derogatory remarks about others. 
Let them know it is not acceptable, 
she says, then block those people 
from all accounts.

“We have to work together and we 
have to stand together. If we all 
educate each other and if parents 
educate their children about how 
to interact online and what is not 
okay, we can end this.”  

Samples of items that can be used to track victims.
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After three decades of delay due to revenue 
 shortfalls and legal challenges, construction of 

the Loop 202 South Mountain Freeway has begun. 
The construction began in September after a federal 
court in Phoenix dismissed legal challenges and 
found that the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) completed 
all steps to move forward.

In a ruling August 19, 2016, the 
Honorable Diane J. Humetewa, 
United States District Judge, found 
that plaintiffs failed to demon-
strate, as claimed, that ADOT and 
FHWA did not meet requirements 
of the National Environmental 
Policy Act and other federal laws.

“We are pleased by today’s court decision and the 
certainty that this decision provides for everyone who 
drives on our regional freeways,” stated MAG Trans-
portation Policy Committee Chair John Giles, mayor 
of Mesa, on hearing the judge’s ruling.  “Maricopa 
voters have twice approved this project, going back to 
1985. This freeway is the largest infrastructure project 
in the history of the region. It will provide a boost 
in the economy in the way of much-needed jobs and 
construction dollars. We appreciate the work of our 
partners, the Federal Highway Administration and 
the Arizona Department of Transportation, as we be-
gin the completion of the Loop 202 and improve the 
mobility for our residents, visitors and businesses.”

Identifying the South Mountain 
Freeway as a way to help keep the 
region and its economy moving, 
ADOT, MAG, and FHWA con-
sidered the social and economic 
cost of time lost in stop-and-go 
traffic. The greatest time savings 
will be found at the Interstate 10 
Broadway Curve, the portion east 
of downtown Phoenix that runs 
through Tempe.

MAG projections show that when 
the South Mountain Freeway opens 
to traffic in 2019, it will deliver 
a savings of 15 million hours of 
travel time, worth $200 million, 
over the course of a year. 

Construction Begins on South Mountain Freeway

Mesa Mayor 
John Giles

“We are building the South Mountain Freeway as a re-
gional transportation solution,” ADOT Director John 
Halikowski said. “The need for a high-speed, efficient 
transportation corridor linking the southeast Valley 
and the West Valley dates back to the 1980s, when 
regional transportation planners foresaw the tremen-

dous growth that was projected 
to occur in the area. Connecting 
people with employment centers 
and more in the East Valley and 
West Valley will benefit the region’s 
economy and quality of life, and 
the recent and projected popula-
tion growth in Maricopa County 
has really driven the need to ex-
pand our transportation network 
in the Valley.”

Opponents of the freeway have filed an appeal to 
the federal judge’s ruling. In the meantime, the first 
phase of construction began September 19, 2016, with 
improvements at the Interstate 10/Loop 202 (Santan 
Freeway) interchange in the East Valley (see project 
map below). The project will widen the shoulders and 
extend the existing Loop 202 high-occupancy vehicle 
lanes from Pecos Road near 48th Street to the I-10/
Loop 202 interchange. This initial phase of construc-
tion at the I-10/Loop 202 interchange will be com-
pleted prior to work starting on the mainline freeway, 
which is scheduled to begin in early 2017. 

For more information visit: 
http://azdot.gov/projects/phoenix-metro-area/loop-
202-(south-mountain-freeway)

10
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Pecos Rd
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WB

Outside widening and median barrier 
placement from existing median 
barrier west to 48th Street; 
eastbound outside widening at spot 
locations; minimum one lane open in 
each direction.

1. Eastbound Loop 202 reduced to 
one lane.

2. Westbound lanes unaffected in 
this phase of the project.

3. Access to all I-10 ramps will be 
maintained.

4. Speed reduced to 45 mph in work 
zone.

LEGEND

Notes:

Eastbound Lane

Westbound Lanes

Loop 202 (Santan Freeway) / I-10 /
Pecos Road Interchange

Work to start September 19, 2016 and take 
approximately two months:
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Decade One: 1967-1977 (cont. from page 1)

of Maricopa County, and in 2013, 
portions of Pinal County. Original-
ly, 15 cities and towns joined MAG, 
with all existing cities and towns 
in the county becoming members 
in 1970. Others joined as they 
were incorporated. The Gila River 
Indian Community joined in 1989, 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community in 1994, and 
the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation 
in 2004.

The League Connection 
Today, DeBolske recalls that MAG 
was unique because of the way it 
was born. To address concerns 
and ensure that local control was 
maintained, the elected officials 
had the League of Arizona Cities 
and Towns assign staff to perform 
MAG functions. Because of that 
relationship, there was a different 
mindset for MAG.

“All of the concepts about how to 
deal with local governments were 
League concepts, much different 
from those of a typical planning 
agency,” recalls DeBolske. “A plan-
ning agency thinks that technical 
data drives everything. But plan-
ners weren’t realistic about politics. 
They would focus on finding solu-
tions without taking into account 
the politics of the situation,” he 
said. “We had to show them that 
when you’re distributing federal 
funds, it isn’t always about what 
you need, but what is respectable.”

DeBolske says many politicians 
at the time thought Councils of 
Governments were an unnecessary 
layer of government, with some 
going so far as to label them a 
‘communist conspiracy.’

“You can laugh, but it’s true,” says 
DeBolske. “You have to under-
stand what things were like politi-
cally when MAG was created.” 

In his 1966 memorandum, De-
Bolske reassured the agencies that 
“the proposed association will not 
take the place of any local govern-
ment” and that the association was 
“voluntary and advisory.”

Current MAG 
Executive Direc-
tor Dennis Smith 
says it was De-
Bolske himself 
who turned the 
tide.

“The only reason 
MAG could exist 
was Jack DeBol-
ske,” says Smith. 
“They trusted Jack. He always put 
the elected officials out front, and 
they responded to that.”

Former Goodyear Mayor Charlie 
Salem, MAG’s second chair, also 
remembers that dynamic as a key 
to the development of MAG.

“The thing I enjoyed about MAG 
at the time is we really had a nice 
close-knit family of all the cities 
and it was a very congenial group. 
Jack DeBolske was a very good 
leader and very respected, and I 
think he made it happen.”

(From left) Ken Driggs, Jack DeBolske, and Dennis Smith recount 
some of the early history of MAG.

Former Goodyear 
Mayor Charlie 
Salem

Newspaper story from The Arizona Re-
public, April 13, 1967, the day after MAG 
was founded.

Continued on page 10

Photo above from 
the April 13, 1967, 
Arizona Republic 
article.

The Arizona Republic, April 13, 1967
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Former League Assistant Director 
Ken Driggs, who served as MAG 
staff coordinator, agrees.

“It was Jack’s reputation. He was 
a strong, powerful guy, but his 
whole idea was that he worked for 
the elected officials ‘and don’t you 
ever forget it,’ he’d tell us. He said, 
‘They’re the smart ones. They got 
elected.’ And so he would always 
ask them what they wanted him 
to do, even if it was something he 
didn’t recommend. And they’d say, 
‘We’ll let you know after you tell 
us what your recommendation is.’ 
And they would work things out.”

MAG developed a low-key, con-
sensus approach, using existing 
League and Highway Department 
staff for administrative and techni-
cal services. All were either League 
employees assigned to MAG, or 
were contracted to work for MAG. 
In 1975, MAG faced unexpected 
political hurdles over the staffing 
arrangement, with federal offi-
cials uncomfortable with the idea 

that local elected officials were in 
charge. Several federal agencies 
threatened to withhold funding 
unless MAG hired an independent 
staff. With the help of Arizona 
Congressman John Conlan (see 
above), MAG was given a chance to 
prove it could do the job.

“This is the only such arrange-
ment anywhere in the nation, so 
I hope MAG can set a precedent 
and serve as a model of how to 
avoid unnecessary bureaucracy,” 
wrote Congressman Conlan to 
MAG Chair Salem in 1975. 

The MAG Structure 
DeBolske also brought another 
League-inspired model to MAG. 
DeBolske was a strong proponent 
of the council/manager form of 
government. Under this model, 
the city manager provides profes-
sional management to the board 
of directors. In setting up the 
MAG structure, DeBolske created 
a Management Committee, made 
up of city and town managers, to 
provide recommendations to the 
Regional Council, the main gov-
erning body of MAG. To this day, 

Decade One: 1967-1977 (cont. from page 9)

only Arizona Councils 
of Governments use 
this model. 

Another unique MAG 
practice is the use 
of intergovernmen-
tal representatives 
to serve as liaisons 
between MAG and its 
member agencies. 

Driggs notes that was 
also a Jack DeBolske-

inspired process.

“Jack would have a person in every 
city, before the intergovernmental 
coordinators came into being, 
that he would use as the conduit. 
Usually it was in the city manager’s 
office. But that’s how you would 
work things up through to the 
elected officials.” 

Transportation Milestones 
In 1968, the Papago Loop was 
accepted for the federal interstate 
system. But the project faced 
opposition. In 1973, in what was 
called an “advisory referendum,” 
Phoenix voters rejected the 17-
mile, eight-lane Papago Freeway. 
A New York Times article dated May 
13, 1973, states, “The vote came 
as a severe setback to city and 
state transportation planners and 
elected officials who have been 
pressing for the Papago Freeway 
as the cornerstone of a 200-mile 
freeway grid for Maricopa County, 
which includes Phoenix.”

That same year, under requirements 

Continued on page 11
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set by the Federal Transportation 
Act, the governor designated MAG 
as the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for the Maricopa re-
gion. In 1975, MAG began a major 
reevaluation of the transportation 
plan and regional development 
plan. In 1977, as MAG ended its 
first decade of service, public hear-
ings were held on the revised plan. 
The plan included freeway, bus and 
rail transit alternatives.

Along with transportation, MAG 
was involved in other important 
regional planning areas.

Water Quality/Solid Waste 
Planning 
In the early 1960s, Gilbert, Glen-
dale, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tempe, 
and Youngtown each contracted 
with Phoenix for the implemen-
tation of a multicity wastewater 
plan. Phoenix provided the man-
agement, operation and main-
tenance of the regional system. 
When the federal government 
called for regional wastewater 
plans in 1968, Phoenix agreed to 
conduct and pay for such plan-
ning to ensure continued federal 
assistance. In 1972, the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act 
Amendments mandated that wa-
ter quality management planning 
be conducted “border to border” 
across the nation. 

MAG accepted the designation 
by the Governor and Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
as the Areawide Water Quality 
Management Planning Agency for 
Maricopa County. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers provided 
technical assistance.

In 1968, MAG conducted the first 
comprehensive solid waste needs 
assessment, concluding that the 
preferred approach was disposal in 
local landfills due to the amount of 
readily available land. 

MAG Moment
The Intelligent Transportation Society (ITS) of Arizona 
presented MAG the award for the Best ITS Planning 
Project in 2016. The award was presented at the ITS 
annual conference in Mesa, attended by more than 
400 professionals. Specifically, the award recognized 
the Benefit-Cost Evaluation that was performed by 
MAG, in partnership with the Arizona Department of 
Transportation (ADOT) and the Department of Public 
Safety (DPS), on the pilot project that co-located DPS 
troopers at the ADOT Traffic Operations Center.  

Land Use 
In 1973, MAG developed the 
Composite Land Use Plan com-
piled from local land use plans. 
In 1974, MAG cooperated with 
the Valley Forward Association to 
prepare one of the early proposals 
to improve the Salt River channel. 
This proposal was called the Rio 
Salado Report. In 1975, a Growth 
Management Study identified 
critical issues of urban form op-
tions and provided a framework 
for a regional evaluation process.

Human Services 
Early MAG leaders recognized 
that, just as other major issues 
require a regional approach, so 
do human services. In 1968, MAG 
designated the Health Planning 
Council as the body responsible 
for health planning in Maricopa 
County. In 1973, MAG became the 
designated planning agency for el-
derly programs. Unfortunately, in 
1974, federal regulations thwarted 
MAG’s attempts to subcontract 
planning activities focused on 
aging. 

MAG recommended the Com-
munity Council to be the planning 
entity for elderly programs and 
services. In 1976, the Department 

of Economic Security contracted 
with MAG to produce a Regional 
Human Services Plan. It asked 
MAG to identify social services 
priorities to be funded by $5.1 mil-
lion in Title XX funding. In 1977, 
the Area Agency on Aging was 
established, while MAG’s contract 
to plan for social services funding 
was extended through 1980.

Air Quality 
In 1977, MAG realized its life 
was about to change. The Clean 
Air Act Amendments required 
regions to develop plans if they 
fail to meet national standards. 
MAG would soon develop carbon 
monoxide, ozone, and particulate 
plans—and embark on an ongo-
ing mission to clean the region’s 
air. 

The story will continue in the next 
quarterly edition of MAGAZine, 
focusing on 1977-1987.

Aerial view of Downtown 
Phoenix, 1972.

Left to right: Brent Cain, ADOT; Sarath Joshua, MAG; 
Jamie Blakeman, president of ITS Arizona.
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The newsletter is available at www.azmag.gov.  
Click on the MAG Publications link and then  
MAGAZine Newsletter link.

All meetings, unless indicated otherwise, will be held 
in the conference rooms located in the MAG office on 
the 2nd floor of the building, 302 N. 1st Ave., Phoenix.
 
The dates, times and locations of all meetings may 
change. Other committees not listed here may meet 
during these months. For confirmation, call (602) 254-
6300, or visit the website: www.azmag.gov/Events

8th	 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  
Committee (Saguaro) 

8th	 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
9th	 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  

Working Group (Chaparral)
9th	 9:30 a.m. Intelligent Transportation Systems 

Committee (Chaparral)
9th	 9:30 a.m. Maricopa Regional Continuum of 

Care Committee (Ironwood)
9th	 10:30 a.m. Systems Management and 

Operations Plan (Chaparral)
9th	 12:00 p.m. Management Committee (Saguaro)
10th	 10:00 a.m. Public Safety Answering Point 

Managers Group (Ironwood)
10th	 1:30 p.m. Human Services Technical  

Committee (Chaparral)
11th	 Veteran’s Day (Office closed)
14th	 12:00 p.m. Regional Council Executive  

Committee (Ironwood)
15th	 10:00 a.m. Transportation Safety Committee 

(Ironwood)
15th	 10:00 a.m. Population Technical Advisory  

Committee (Chaparral)
15th	 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee 

(Ironwood)
15th	 2:00 p.m. Transit Committee (Saguaro)
16th	 2:00 p.m. Building Codes Committee (Ironwood)
17th	 10:00 a.m. Human Services Community 

Initiatives Committee (Cottonwood)
17th	 10:00 a.m. Technology Advisory Group 

(Chaparral)
24-25	Thanksgiving Holiday (Office closed)
28th	 1:30 p.m. Maricopa Regional Continuum of 

Care Board (Ironwood)
30th	 12:00 p.m. Transportation Policy Committee 

(Saguaro)
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Visit our website:  
www.azmag.gov

Follow us on Twitter at: 
http://twitter.com/MAGregion

Watch MAG videos on YouTube: 
youtube.com/magcommunications

Search for the Maricopa Association  
of Governments on Facebook.

Building an International Economic 
Network: www.ConnectBIEN.com

MAG fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. For more information on rights afforded under 
Title VI, relevant activities at MAG, or if you feel these rights have been violated, please visit the agency website at www.azmag.gov or call (602) 254-6300.

BUILDING AN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC NETWORK

CONSTRUYENDO UNA RED DE ECONOMÍA INTERNACIONAL

1st	 1:30 p.m. Air Quality Technical Advisory  
Committee (Saguaro)

1st	 2:00 p.m. Regional Domestic Violence Council 
(Ironwood) 

6th	 10:00 a.m. Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
(Ironwood)

6th	 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  
Committee (Saguaro) 

7th	 11:30 a.m. Regional Council
8th	 1:30 p.m. Human Services Technical  

Committee (Chaparral)
8th	 10:00 a.m. Transportation Review Committee 

(Saguaro)
13th	 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
14th	 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  

Working Group (Chaparral) 
14th	 9:30 a.m. Intelligent Transportation Systems 

Committee (Chaparral)
14th	 9:30 a.m. Maricopa Regional Continuum of 

Care Committee (Ironwood)
14th	 10:30 a.m. Systems Management and 

Operations Plan (Chaparral)
19th	 1:30 p.m. Maricopa Regional Continuum of 

Care Board (Ironwood)
20th	 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee 

(Ironwood)
20th	 2:00 p.m. Transit Committee (Saguaro)
23rd	 Christmas Eve Holiday (Office closes at noon)
26th	 Christmas Holiday (Office closed)

2nd	 New Year’s Holiday (Office closed)
4th	 9:00 a.m. Regional Community Network  

Working Group (Chaparral)
4th	 9:30 a.m. Intelligent Transportation Systems 

Committee (Chaparral)
4th	 1:30 p.m. Standard Specifications and Details 

Committee (Ironwood)
10th	 11:30 a.m. Economic Development  

Committee (Saguaro) 
10th	 1:00 p.m. Street Committee (Ironwood)
11th	 12:00 p.m. Management Committee (Saguaro)
16th	 Martin Luther King Day (Office Closed)
17th	 1:00 p.m. Bicycle & Ped. Committee (Ironwood)
17th	 2:00 p.m. Transit Committee (Saguaro)
18th	 12:00 p.m. Transportation Policy Committee 

(Saguaro)
23rd	 12:00 p.m. Regional Council Executive  

Committee (Ironwood)
24th	 10:00 a.m. Transportation Safety Committee 

(Ironwood)
25th	 11:30 a.m. Regional Council (Saguaro)
26th	 1:30 p.m. Air Quality Technical Advisory  

Committee (Saguaro)

    

Parking is available under the building. Please ask for 
parking validation at the meeting. A transit ticket will be 
provided for anyone who purchased a transit ticket 
to attend a meeting. Bike racks are available at the 
entrance to the parking garage.


