
Agenda Item #5G 

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
INFORMA TION SUMMARY. •. for your review 

DATE: 
July 5,2011 

SUBJECT: 
Conformity Consultation 

SUMMARY: 
The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for 
an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including 
projects to be funded with federal transit funds in 2011 for the 2011 Program of Projects, and Arizona 
Department of Transportation projects at various locations. The amendment includes projects that 
may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. The administrative modification 
includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity determination. A description of the 
projects is provided in the attached interagency consultation memorandum. Comments on the 
conformity assessment are requested by July 22, 2011. 

PUBLIC INPUT: 
Copies of the conformity assessment have been distributed for consultation to the Federal Transit 
Administration, Federal Highway Administration, Arizona Department of Transportation, Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality, Regional Public Transportation Authority, City of Phoenix Public 
Transit Department, Valley Metro Rail, Maricopa County Air Quality Department, Central Arizona 
Association of Governments, Pinal County Air Quality Control District, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and other interested parties including members of the public. 

PROS & CONS: 
PROS: Interagency consultation for the amendment and administrative modification notifies the 
planning agencies of project modifications to the TIP. 

CONS: The review of the conformity assessment requires additional time in the project approval 
process. 

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
TECHNICAL: The amendment and administrative modification may not be considered until the 
consultation process for the conformity assessment is completed. 

POLICY: Federal transportation conformity regulations require interagency consultation on 
development of the transportation plan, TIP, and associated conformity determinations to include a 
process involving the Metropolitan Planning Organization, State and local air quality planning 
agencies, State and local transportation agencies, Environmental Protection Agency, Federal 
Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration. Consultation on the conformity 
assessment has been conducted in accordance with federal regulations, MAG Conformity 
Consultation Processes adopted by the Regional Council in February 1996 and MAG Transportation 



Conformity Guidance and Procedures adopted by the Regional Council in March 1996. In addition, 
federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation conformity. 

ACTION NEEDED: 
Consultation. 

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS: 
None. 

CONTACT PERSON: 
Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist III, (602) 254-6300. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
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ASSOCIATION of 

GOVERNMENTS -»m7$.«1'a&m'A1#£W,a~~wmP~ff&>,(1?~&m==_~"",",W£W&ff#~hWAW#-=W$##~#ff~'@ 

302 North 1 st Avenue. Suite 300 £. Phoenix. Arizona 85003 

Leslie Rogers, Federal Transit Administration 
Karla Petty, Federal Highway Administration 

Phone (602) 254-6300 4. FAX (602) 254-6490 

john Halikowski, Arizona Department of Transportation 
Henry Darwin, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
David Boggs, Regional Public Transportation Authority 
Debbie Cotton, City of Phoenix Public Transit Department 
Stephen Banta, Valley Metro Rail 
William Wiley, Maricopa County Air Quality Department 
Brian T app, Central Arizona Association of Governments 
Donald Gabrielson, Pinal County Air Quality Control District 
Gregory Nudd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
Other Interested Parties 

Dean Giles, Air Quality Planning Program Specialist 

CONSULTATION ON A CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT FORA PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE MODIFICATION TOTHE FY20 I 1-2015 MAG TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for an 
amendment and administrative modification to the FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP). The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including projects to be funded 
with federal transit funds in 20 I I for the 20 I I Program of Projects, and Arizona Department of Transportation 

projects at various locations. Comments on the conformity assessment are requested by july 22, 20 I I. 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and has found that consultation 
is required on the conformity assessment. The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt 
from conformity determinations. The administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not 
require a conformity determination. The conformity finding of the TI P and the associated Regional Transportation 
Plan 20 I 0 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 

Administration on january 19, 20 I I remains unchanged by this action. The conformity assessment is being 
transmitted for consultation to the agencies listed above and other interested parties. If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact me at (602) 254-6300. 

Attachment 

cc: Eric Massey, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
jennifer T oth, Arizona Department of Transportation 
Mark Hodges, Arizona Department of Transportation 



ATTACHMENT 

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT FORA PROPOSED AMENDMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE MODIFICATION 
TO THE FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The federal transportation conformity rule (40 CFR 93.105) requires interagency consultation when making 
changes to a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Transportation Plan. The consultation processes 
are also provided in the Arizona Conformity Rule (R 18-2-1405). This information is provided for consultation 
as outlined in the MAG Conformity Consultation Processes document adopted by the MAG Regional Council on 
February 28, 1996. In addition, federal guidance is followed in response to court rulings regarding transportation 

conformity. 

The amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations. Types 
of projects considered exempt are defined in the federal transportation conformity rule at 40 CFR 93.126. The 
administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity determination. 
Examples of minor project revisions include schedule, funding source, and funding amount changes. The 
proposed amendment and administrative modification to the FY 20 I 1-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program include the projects on the attached table. The project number, agency, and description is provided, 

followed by the conformity assessment. 

MAG has reviewed the projects for compliance with the federal conformity rule and consultation is required on 
the conformity assessment. The projects are not expected to create adverse emission impacts or interfere with 

Transportation Control Measure implementation. The conformity finding of the TI P and the associated Regional 
Transportation Plan 20 I 0 Update, as amended, that was made by the Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration on January 19, 20 I I remains unchanged by this action. 
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New ADOT Preservation 2012 5.2 

Pavement Preservation 2013 9 n/a n/a 
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