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What does sustainability 
mean to you?



THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC
School of Sustainability is host for intelligent-
water-use forum (8/15/08)

The Economy: Can 
Sustainability Survive the 
Recession? (6/22/10)

Newsweek Scientists Decide on Top 5 
Issues for Sustainability 
(11/14/10)

SCIENTIFIC

AMERICAN

Green.autoblog.com
Which cities love hybrids the 
most? The 210 greenest in 
the U.S., of course (4/26/10)

Walmart
• To be supplied 100 percent by 

renewable energy; 
• To create zero waste; 
• To sell products that sustain 

people and the environment.



Livability, Sustainability, Smart 
Growth, Green, TOD, etc., etc.

Livability and Sustainability are often used 
interchangeably, but they’re not the same…
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Study Overview

• Define “Sustainable Transportation” for the MAG Region

• Define transit’s role in providing a sustainable 
transportation system

• Best practice recommendations:

 Strategies to enhance the land use/transportation 
connection

 Development patterns and densities necessary to support 
the various forms of high capacity transit

 Economic viability of alternative land use scenarios



Key Elements

• Stakeholders Group

• Expert Review Panel

• Best practices research

• Regional spatial & 
economic analysis

• Sustainable 
transportation issues and 
strategies menu

• Scenario modeling



Scenario Modeling a.k.a. What if?

Process

• Base case and three 
alternative development 
scenarios

• Financial feasibility 

• Policies, programs & 
development patterns

Tools

• MAG socioeconomic and 
travel forecasting models

• I-PLACE3S (New)



I-PLACE3S

Regional Neighborhood

Integrates with travel 
forecast model

Supports evaluation 
of alternative land use 
scenarios

This study



Alternative Land Use Scenarios

• What if the region grows 
from 4 to 8 million people, 
and 10% of growth occurs 
in High Capacity Transit 
corridors? 

• What if it’s 20%?

 Which corridors are most 
likely to attract Transit 
Oriented Development?

 What are potential “Place 
Types” in different areas 
of the region?



Study Recommendations

• Land use and transit integration

• Transit corridor “upgrade” recommendations

• Local planning tools

• Project evaluation tool



Schedule

• Project initiated in November 2010

• 18-month study process

• Extensive data collection underway

• Refined scope of work—completed

• First of five Stakeholders Group meetings on February 
10th at 2:00 pm

• First of two forums on sustainable transportation issues 
in May



Sustainable Transportation 
& Land Use Integration Study

Contact:

Kevin Wallace, Transit Program Manager

(602) 254-6300

kwallace@azmag.gov
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