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Executive Director’s Report
At the July Regional Council meeting, final approval was given for the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  This was 
made possible by a successful air quality conformity analysis.  The 20-year RTP 
represents $58.8 billion and the five-year TIP represents $7.4 billion.  In today’s 
economy, it is imperative that our transportation programs be able to proceed in their 
entirety.

In a recent MAG analysis, the five-year TIP represents approximately 260,379 jobs.  
Also, as of June 2010, there were a reported 57,180 pending and foreclosed homes in 
the Valley.  It is clear to MAG that transportation infrastructure and the related jobs 
are key to our economic recovery.

During the meeting, the Regional Council heard a report on a decision by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to deny a request to classify four 2008 high-
wind air quality exceedances related to dust as being the result of uncontrollable 
exceptional events. The decision means the region cannot demonstrate attainment 
of the PM-10 standard, therefore the EPA also intends to propose disapproval of the 
MAG Five Percent Plan for PM-10.  According to the proposed Consent Decree, the 
EPA would propose action on the plan by September 3, 2010, and finalize the action by 
January 28, 2011.  If the EPA publishes its final decision on January 28th, a conformity 
freeze will be imposed on the region within 30 to 90 days.  This means the following:

•		No	new	projects	or	amendments	to	the	MAG	TIP.		Only	projects	in	the	first	
four years of the TIP could proceed.

•		If	the	air	quality	issues	are	not	addressed	within	18	months,	tighter	controls	
would be imposed on major industries (two to one offsets).

•		Within	24	months,	loss	of	the	federal	highway	funds	(totaling	$1.7	billion,	
which is equivalent to approximately 61,500 jobs).

•		The	possible	imposition	of	highway	sanctions,	triggering	an	air	quality	
conformity lapse, which would put the $7.4 billion TIP at risk. In a 
conformity lapse, major projects could be stopped.

To ensure that our transportation projects proceed and our economy recovers, the 
Regional Council authorized $500,000 for legal, air quality communications, and  
intergovernmental assistance to make the case to EPA that four exceedances at the 
West	43rd	Avenue	monitor	were	exceptional	events.		We	are	requesting	that	EPA	
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grant an additional six months to its timeline, to review the information that has been 
submitted by MAG and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality regarding 
the exceptional events.

The actions of the EPA have the potential to further destabilize the region. It is 
important  that we convince the EPA that we have adequate documentation to prove 
that the exceedances in 2008 are exceptional events.
For more information, please contact Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, (602) 254-6300.

Regional Council Meeting Report for Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Action Items 
Transportation Plans Conform to Air Quality Requirements

The Regional Council approved a Finding of Conformity for the FY 2011-1015 MAG 
Transportation Improvement Program and Draft MAG Regional Transportation Plan 
2010 Update.

The 2010 Conformity Analysis found that the Draft FY 2011-2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and the Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update meet 
all applicable federal conformity requirements and are in conformance with applicable 
air quality plans. The purpose of conformity is to ensure that transportation actions will 
not cause or contribute to violations of air quality standards. The conformity analysis 
was prepared in accordance with federal regulations and provides conformity to the 
requirements for carbon monoxide, eight-hour ozone, and particulate matter (PM-10).
For more information, please contact Dean Giles, MAG Air Quality Program Specialist, (602) 254-6300.

Final Phase Public Input Opportunity

MAG conducts a four-phase public involvement process, including the Early Phase, 
Mid-Phase, Final Phase, and Continuous Involvement. The 2010 Final Phase Input 
Opportunity	was	conducted	during	May	and	June.	Included	in	this	process	were	a	
variety of special events, small group presentations, and e-mail, telephone and website 
correspondence. The process also included a transportation public hearing hosted by 
MAG	with	representatives	from	the	Arizona	Department	of	Transportation	(ADOT),	
Citizens	Transportation	Oversight	Committee	(CTOC),	Valley	Metro,	METRO,	and	
the City of Phoenix Public Transit Department in attendance. The Regional Council 
was provided an update on comments received at the hearing.

Residents expressed concern about topics such as planned reductions in bus routes 
and other transit services due to the loss of transit funding, as well as concerns 
regarding accommodations for disabled riders of public transportation. A full transcript 
of all comments received during the Final Phase and staff responses to comments are 
included	in	the	Final	Phase	Input	Opportunity	Report,	along	with	written	responses	
to comments. The final document was provided to the Regional Council for review. 
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The planning documents discussed at the hearing included the Draft FY 2011-
2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which identifies programmed 
expenditures for transportation facilities and services in the region for the upcoming 
five year period; Draft MAG Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update (RTP), which 
describes the regional transportation facilities and services planned through 2031; and 
Draft 2010 MAG Conformity Analysis. The documents, as well as the Final Phase Input 
Opportunity	Report,	are	available	on	the	MAG	website	at	http://www.mag.maricopa.
gov/event.cms?item=10872.

The MAG Regional Council voted to accept the FY 2010 Final Phase Input 
Opportunity	Report.
For more information, please contact Jason Stephens, MAG Public Involvement Planner, (602) 254-6300.

Approval of Update to 20-Year Regional Transportation Plan

The Regional Council approved the FY 2011-2015 MAG Regional Transportation 
Plan 2010 Update. The Plan extends through FY 2031 and includes regional plans for 
freeways/highways,	arterial	streets,	and	public	transit,	as	well	as	information	on	plans	
for other transportation programs in the region. 

The planning period addressed in the update extends from FY 2011 through 2031 and 
represents $58.8 billion in “year of expenditure” funding. Approximately half of the 
funding is from regional sources and the other half from local funds. Due to lower 
than	anticipated	sales	tax	revenues,	in	October	2009	the	MAG	Regional	Council	was	
proactive in approving a number of modifications to the RTP to close a projected 
$6.6 billion transportation funding gap for the highway portion of the Plan, which 
included the addition of an unfunded “Phase V” extending through FY 2031, making 
it a 20-year plan as required by federal planning regulations.
For more information, please contact Roger Herzog , MAG Senior Project Manager, (602) 254-6300.

Approval of Five Year Transportation Improvement Program

The Regional Council approved the Draft FY 2011-2015  MAG Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP).

The TIP contains a list of all regionally significant projects, regardless of funding 
source, that are to be built in the region over the next five years. It serves as a guide 
to transportation investments within the region and is updated at least every four 
years. The TIP includes $7.4 billion in project funding, including $6.15 billion for street 
and highway projects and $1.3 billion for transit projects. The FY 2011 to 2015 TIP 
includes 568 street projects, 208 transit projects, 166 freeway projects, 82 Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) projects, 75 bicycle and pedestrian projects, 92 air quality 
or travel demand management projects, 11 bridge projects, 10 safety projects and 20 
maintenance projects.
For more information, contact Eileen Yazzie, MAG Transportation Program Manager, (602) 254-6300.
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Update on Exceptional Events and MAG Five Percent Plan for PM-10

The Regional Council was provided an update on administrative action needed 
regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) nonconcurrence of four 
exceptional	events	at	the	West	43rd	Avenue	Monitor.	The	decision	by	EPA	was	to	
disapprove a request by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
to treat four high wind exceedances of the PM-10 standard in 2008 as exceptional 
events. It means that the region cannot demonstrate attainment of the PM-10 standard 
by 2010 as shown in the MAG Five Percent Plan for PM-10. As a result, the EPA also 
intends to propose disapproval of the MAG plan, which could result in sanctions for 
the region, putting $1.7 billion in federal highway funding and tens of thousands of 
jobs in the region at risk.

MAG and ADEQ assert that the EPA did not adequately consider scientific data 
provided by the two agencies demonstrating that the exceedances at the monitor 
were the result of high wind exceptional events. Comments by the agencies include 
concerns that the EPA has not addressed implementation issues with the Exceptional 
Events Rule.  In June, the MAG Executive Committee directed staff to retain legal 
counsel and other consultants to take any administrative action needed regarding the 
nonconcurrence and potential disapproval of the MAG plan. MAG has since engaged 
Roger Ferland and associates of the Quarles and Brady, LLP, law firm.  Additionally, 
MAG staff is seeking expertise in air quality communications and intergovernmental 
assistance to assist MAG in addressing the pending regulatory decisions by the 
EPA.  The EPA has published a proposed consent decree in the Federal Register that 
outlines a timeline of proposed action on the MAG Five Percent Plan by September 
3, 2010, and to finalize the action by January 28, 2011. MAG has submitted comments 
on the consent decree regarding its concerns with the timeline and with the actions 
of the EPA.

To support the above efforts, the Regional Council approved an amendment to the 
FY	2011	MAG	Unified	Planning	Work	Program	and	Annual	Budget	to	provide	up	
to $500,000 in funding for legal advice and experts to work with the EPA and others 
regarding the nonconcurrence and potential plan disapproval.
For more information, please contact Lindy Bauer, MAG Environmental Director, (602) 254-6300.

Regional Council Supports Expansion of Passenger Rail Service

The MAG Regional Council voted to approve a resolution supporting the expansion of 
Amtrak passenger service into the metropolitan Phoenix region as part of the national 
intercity rail network. The Phoenix metro area is currently the largest city in the United 
States without direct Amtrak service, which was eliminated in 1996. Amtrak supports 
bringing the service back through Phoenix. Bringing Amtrak service back to Phoenix 
could serve as a vital first step in moving toward a future high speed rail system, 
as	promoted	by	the	Western	High	Speed	Rail	Alliance.	The	Arizona	Department	of	
Transportation	(ADOT)	has	prepared	a	grant	application	for	federal	funds	to	evaluate	
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opportunities	for	reopening	the	Wellton	Branch	through	the	Southwest	Valley,	which	
would be needed for future Amtrak service.

During the discussion period one of the points raised was in reference to the time 
frame that it would take to make this a viable option.  MAG staff informed the Regional 
Council that once funding is identified, it is possible to see service initiated within a 
three to five year period.
For more information, please contact Marc Pearsall, MAG Transit Planner, (602) 254-6300.

Information Items
2010 Census Update

The MAG Regional Council received an update on the 2010 Decennial Census by 
the U.S. Census Bureau, which is wrapping up door-to-door operations and entering 
quality assurance follow up. The Census Bureau is conducting coverage follow-up on 
forms returned by mail and checking employee performance. Coverage measurement 
crews will continue to work throughout 2010 and into 2011, but the Census Bureau 
is on track to deliver the state apportionment totals to the President by December 31, 
2010. Final census numbers are due in the spring of 2011.

While	work	is	ongoing	for	the	decennial	census,	Census	staff	noted	that	in	October	the	
bureau is expected to release the numbers from the first annual American Community 
Survey (ACS). The Census Bureau has been gathering ACS information for the last 
five years, and the data to be released will include population estimates. The Census 
Bureau hopes to avoid confusion regarding the release of the estimates, which may 
differ from the actual numbers collected through the 2010 Census.

Denver Regional Census Director Cathy Lacy presented a plaque to Regional Council 
Chair Mayor Thomas Schoaf for MAG’s partnership in working to promote a complete 
count in the Maricopa region. The success of the 70 percent mail response rate 
enabled census staff to make door-to-door counts to only 30 percent of households. 
Outreach	efforts	in	the	region	were	very	successful	as	several	cities	hosted	events	to	
inform and educate the public on the census and the importance of being counted. 
In addition to the plaque presented to the MAG Chair, Director Lacy informed the 
Regional Council that each Mayor would be receiving an individual certificate, by 
mail, for their participation.
For more information, please contact Kelly Taft, MAG Communications Manager, (602) 254-6300.

Next Regional Council Meeting 

The August 25, 2010,  meeting of the MAG Regional Council has been canceled.  The 
next	meeting	of	the	MAG	Regional	Council	is	scheduled	for	Wednesday,	September	
22,	2010,	at	5:00	p.m.	in	the	Saguaro	Room,	302	N.	1st	Avenue,	Phoenix.	Agenda	items	
are pending.
For more information, please contact Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, (602) 254-6300.
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