Agenda Item #48B

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
INFORMATION SUMMARY... for your review

DATE:
January 19, 2011

SUBJECT:
Loop 303/Northern Parkway Interim Connection

SUMMARY:

The Northern Parkway project is part of the Proposition 400 Arterial Life Cycle Program and is a joint
project with Maricopa County, Glendale, Peoria, and El Mirage. The connection of Northern Parkway
with Loop 303 (L303) is important to provide a seamless connection between the two facilities. The
common practice is that the costs of the connection are included in the budget for the facility that is
connecting to the mainline of the freeway facility. Due to the lack of adequate funding for the ultimate
design for the Northern Parkway/L303 interchange, an interim design has been developed that
provides a reasonable, seamless connection between the two facilities. The estimated cost to
construct the interim connection is $2.5 million. In order to construct the connection in a cost effective
way, the project will be included in the construction package for L303 that will be advertised in 2011.
Due to the recent favorable construction bid experience, the Northern Parkway team has asked that
the cost of the interim connection be covered under the L303 budget as long as the construction bids
are lower than the program estimates.

PUBLIC INPUT:
No public input has been received on this item.

PROS & CONS:

PROS: The L303 budget is relatively large compared to the Northern Parkway budget, construction
bids have been favorable in the current economic environment, the connection will be constructed as
part of the L303 construction, and the cost of the interim connection has been trimmed to $2.5 million.

CONS: The expenditure for the connection increases the budget for L303 by $2.5 million.

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
TECHNICAL: None.

POLICY: The cost of the Northern Parkway/L303 connection would typically be a responsibility of the
Northern Parkway project.

ACTION NEEDED:

Approve that the Northern Parkway/L303 interim connection be included in the L303 construction
budget at a cost of $2.5 million.

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:

Due to the holiday meeting schedule, this item was not heard by the MAG Transportation Review
Committee. ADOT is planning to begin the bidding process this year and needs to know the funding
source for the connection.
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