
MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

December 5, 2012
MAG Office, Saguaro Room

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, Avondale, Chair
Mayor Scott Smith, Mesa, Vice Chair

# Councilwoman Robin Barker, Apache Junction
* Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye
# Mayor David Schwan, Carefree

Councilman Dick Esser, Cave Creek
# Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler

Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage
* President Clinton Pattea, Fort McDowell
    Yavapai Nation
* Mayor Linda Kavanagh, Fountain Hills
* Mayor Ron Henry, Gila Bend
* Governor Gregory Mendoza, Gila River Indian

  Community
Mayor John Lewis, Gilbert
Mayor Elaine Scruggs, Glendale

* Mayor Georgia Lord, Goodyear
* Mayor Yolanda Solarez, Guadalupe 

Mayor Thomas Schoaf, Litchfield Park

Supervisor Max W. Wilson, Maricopa Co.
Councilmember Dan Schweiker for 
  Mayor Scott LeMarr, Paradise Valley

* Mayor Bob Barrett, Peoria 
Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix
Vice Mayor Robin Benning for Mayor Gail
   Barney, Queen Creek 

* President Diane Enos, Salt River 
   Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

* Mayor W. J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale
Mayor Sharon Wolcott, Surprise
Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe

* Mayor Adolfo Gamez, Tolleson
Mayor John Cook, Wickenburg
Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown

* Victor Flores, State Transportation Board
Joseph La Rue, State Transportation Board

# Roc Arnett, Citizens Transportation Oversight
    Committee

* Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
# Attended by telephone conference call. + Attended by videoconference

1. Call to Order

The meeting of the MAG Regional Council was called to order by Chair Marie Lopez Rogers at 11:35
a.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
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Councilmember Robin Barker, Mayor David Schwan, Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, and Mr. Roc Arnett joined
the meeting via teleconference.

Chair Rogers requested that members of the public who would like to comment fill out a blue public
comment card for the Call to the Audience agenda item or a yellow public comment card for Consent
Agenda items, or items on the agenda for action. Transit tickets for those who used transit to attend the
meeting and parking validation were available from staff.

Chair Rogers welcomed a new member to the MAG Regional Council, Mayor John Cook from
Wickenburg, and presented him with his membership certificate.

Chair Rogers introduced proxies for the meeting: Vice Mayor Robin Benning for Mayor Gail Barney,
Queen Creek, and Councilmember Daniel Schweiker for Mayor Scott LeMarr, Paradise Valley.

Chair Rogers stated that this was the last Regional Council meeting for Mayor Elaine Scruggs. She
presented Mayor Scruggs with the Resolution of Appreciation that had been prepared in recognition of
Mayor Scruggs’s service to the MAG region, which began even before she was elected Mayor of
Glendale in 1993. 

Mayor Scruggs stated that only Dennis Smith would remember all of the items mentioned in the
Resolution, and she said that she would like to spend a couple of hours with him after she retired. Mayor
Scruggs noted that she was glad to see Councilman Schweiker back, who was a hard worker who got
things done. She stated that removing MAG from the League of Arizona Cities and Towns and
establishing it as its own organization was very important, and she noted that it was a very difficult time
in MAG’s history, but we got through it. Mayor Scruggs stated that she felt there were three mayors who
were instrumental in creating regionalism in Maricopa County: Mayor Paul Johnson from Phoenix,
Mayor Neil Giuliano from Tempe, and Mayor Wayne Brown from Mesa. She said that when she first
came into office there was not a lot of substance at meetings. She was politically naive and did what she
needed to get things done. Mayor Scruggs stated that each of the Regional Council members is integral
to its community and works actively every day on issues. She stated that the Regional Council members
are an outstanding group of leaders – so different than they were in 1993. Mayor Scruggs gave a lot of
credit to Dennis Smith; it took a lot of time and work to get MAG to be the organization it should be. 
She stated that Mr. Smith has made it a part of his public service to bring in to MAG the highest caliber
staff who will be able to carry the organization into the future. Mayor Scruggs thanked the Regional
Council members for their friendship and the times everyone came together, and this is what built the
region to what it is today. She expressed her respect and admiration for all of the members and indicated
she might come back to visit at a future meeting and sit in the audience.

Vice Chair Smith noted that working with Mayor Scruggs has been a wonderful experience and a great
privilege. He expressed he would miss her a lot, not only for her institutional knowledge, but for her
wisdom and ability to put things in perspective. Vice Chair Smith stated that he hoped she would not
stay away for a long time.
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3. Call to the Audience

Chair Rogers noted that the Call to the Audience provides an opportunity to members of the audience
who wish to speak on items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on
items on the agenda for discussion but not for action.  Citizens are requested to not exceed a three
minute time period for their comments.  A total of 15 minutes is provided for the Call to the Audience
agenda item, unless the Regional Council requests an exception to this limit.  Those wishing to comment
on agenda items posted for action will be provided the opportunity at the time the item is heard.

Chair Rogers recognized public comment from Marvin Rochelle, who expressed his support for
Interstate 11 through Arizona. He stated that he thought Arizona would benefit economically from
Interstate 11. Mr. Rochelle also mentioned that no determination has been made if wheelchairs and
electric scooters can use bicycle lanes. He said no one has provided an answer for that and he would like
to know. Mr. Rochelle stated that this is important to users because some sidewalks are not conducive
to wheelchairs and scooters. Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Rochelle for his comments.

Chair Rogers recognized public comment from John Rusinek, who stated that at his last public comment
he informed the Regional Council that a bad job was done in laying down gravel on his neighbor’s
driveway. He said that the City of Phoenix has since told him that it is now a civil matter. Mr. Rusinek
stated that the City did not monitor the gravel job at all. He then proceeded to read the City ordinance
on dust control. Mr. Rusinek stated that his neighbors had received a variance seven days after the gravel
was laid. He stated that the gravel is too large to control dust and is spilling over into his property. Mr.
Rusinek stated that dust is a health hazard and the situation on his property has been going on since
2005. Mr. Rusinek’s time expired and he said he would continue his comments at the next meeting
because he did not want to be discourteous. Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Rusinek for his comments.

Chair Rogers recognized public comment from Pat Vint, who stated that he arrived at Luke Air Force
Base from Korea in 1952 and established his business in 1956. Mr. Vint stated that it seems the City of
Phoenix discriminates and retaliates against those who make it on their own. He reported that he
attended a meeting on September 19 with Phoenix Councilman Gates and Patrick Ravenstein, who is
is 6'5", 235 pounds and about 40 years younger than Mr. Vint, also attended. Mr. Vint stated that Mr.
Ravenstein accused him of threatening him because he carried a cane. He stated that Mr. Ravenstein,
Mindy Davis, and Chris Hallett were interviewed. Mr. Vint noted that there were 22 pictures from the
restaurant cameras and now he has a police record. He said that two detectives were sent to his house.
Chair Rogers asked Mr. Vint to clarify how this was under MAG’s jurisdiction. Mr. Vint stated that the
cameras and audio are turned off during the public comment period at the end of Phoenix City Council
meetings and most of the Council walks out. Mr. Vint stated that somebody has got to listen to the
citizens and the problems started with Mayor Paul Johnson. He mentioned that he had gone to the
Maricopa County Dust Control department last week and spoke with a nice staff member. Mr. Vint’s
time expired. Chair Rogers noted that this body could do nothing to help him because the situation he
was describing sounded like a civil issue and was not under MAG’s jurisdiction. She expressed
appreciation to Mr. Vint for his time in coming to the meeting. Mr. Vint then commented that he noticed
Mayor Stanton had shown up. He said that Mayor Stanton had been a City Councilman for years and
that is all the City of Phoenix gets is council members moving up to mayor. Mr. Vint stated that Mayor
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Stanton is so smart he set up an ethics committee run by Rick Romley. He asked Mayor Stanton to stand
up, not behind him, but in front of him, because he needs to be protected. Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Vint
for his comments.

Chair Rogers recognized public comment from Dianne Barker, who stated that being multimodal feels
good and she has been using transit and rideshare for years. She demonstrated the clothing and shoes
she wears to ride her bicycle. Ms. Barker stated that she was proud to know Mr. Rochelle, Mr. Vint and
Mr. Rusinek. She stated that she thought Mr. Vint’s comments were under the jurisdiction of MAG
because Phoenix is the grant recipient for federal transit funding. In addition, the City of Phoenix has
an environmental department. Ms. Barker then commented on last month’s minutes regarding no
precedent for payback of the funds for the Mesa light rail project. She said that the public’s memory is
long.  Chair Rogers thanked Ms. Barker for her comments.

4. Executive Director’s Report

Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, reported on items of interest to the MAG region. Mr. Smith
reported that the MAG Economic Development Committee meeting was held on December 4, 2012, in
conjunction with an event for small- to medium-sized Sonora, Mexico, businesses. He noted that 17
officials representing businesses from Sonora attended, along with 100 other registrants. Mr. Smith gave
credit to the Arizona-Mexico Commission for the success of the event, and noted that the Commission
has been working on trade relations with Mexico since the days of Governor Paul Fannin. Mr. Smith
added that MAG’s job is to work with the local governments and chambers of commerce. He expressed
appreciation to staff for making the event a success and to Chair Rogers and Mayor Schoaf for their
leadership. Mr. Smith stated that next steps include a visit by a delegation to Nogales. 

Mr. Smith stated that MAG was asked by the National Association of Regional Councils to host a
regional roundtable to examine and discuss the implementation of the Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21st Century (MAP-21) from the perspective of metropolitan planning organizations and regional
councils of governments.  He stated that the roundtable will be held on January 31, 2013. Mr. Smith
added that the day prior, MAG will host a meeting of the Intermountain West Transportation
Management Agencies. He noted that the opening of the Pat Tillman Bridge provides additional
opportunity for freight movement along the Interstate 11 corridor.

Mr. Smith extended his appreciation to Mayor Scruggs for the nice comments on MAG staff. He stated
that there was not enough room on one page to list all of Mayor Scruggs’s accomplishments.

Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Smith for his report. No questions for Mr. Smith were noted.

5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Chair Rogers noted that agenda items #5A, #5B, #5C, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G, #5H, #5I, and #5J were on
the Consent Agenda.
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Chair Rogers asked members if they had questions or requests to hear a consent agenda item
individually. None were noted. No requests for public comment were received.

Mayor Wolcott moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Esser seconded, and the motion
passed unanimously.

5A. Approval of the October 24, 2012, Meeting Minutes

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the October 24, 2012, meeting minutes.

5B. Project Changes - Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved amendments and administrative modifications to the
FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program, Arterial Life Cycle Program, and as
appropriate, to the Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update. The Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-2015
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 2010 Update were
approved by the MAG Regional Council on July 28, 2010, and have been modified twenty times with
the last modification approved by the MAG Regional Council on September 26, 2012. Since then, there
is a need to modify projects in the programs. The requested project changes include freeway, highway
safety, roadway, Safe Routes to Schools, and transportation enhancement projects. The changes included
may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations, and administrative modifications do not
require a conformity determination. On October 25, 2012, the Transportation Review Committee (TRC)
recommended approval. Since the TRC meeting, two projects were added to the list of proposed changes
which include the new intersection projects at Grand Avenue and Bell Road in Surprise and at Grand
Avenue and Thompson Ranch Road in El Mirage.  These two projects were included in the Proposition
400 project for improvements on Grand Avenue from L101 to L303. On November 7, 2012, the MAG
Management Committee recommended approval of the project change requests.

5C. Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Project Change Request

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the changes to the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community project as described, and for the related amendments and modifications to the FY
2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program, and as appropriate, to the Regional
Transportation Plan 2010 Update. The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC) requests
to reprogram its FY 2013 PM-10 dirt road paving project due to external factors not within its control.
The SRPMIC request includes revisions to the location of some sections to be paved to address actions
taken by the utility company Salt River Project. The request includes dividing the project into
right-of-way and construction phases to address right-of-way actions that were not discovered in the
scoping of the project at the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) when the Community made
its initial deferral request, and deferring the construction phase of the project to FY 2015 to address time
required by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to review right-of-way actions. This is the second request to
defer the construction of the project since the adoption of the MAG Federal Fund Programming
Guidelines and Procedures (Guidelines) on October 26, 2011. The Guidelines allow for only one project
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deferral, but through Section 900 Appeals Process, offer relief to allow the project sponsor to present
their request through the MAG committee process. On September 11, 2012, the Street Committee
recommended approval of the Community's request to revise the sections to be paved, and to defer the
project to FY 2015. A clarification on MAG right-of-way policy was requested before the
recommendation to reduce $1 million from the construction phase and program and $1 million on the
right-of-way phase of the project. The project request was recommended for approval on October 25,
2012, by the MAG Transportation Review Committee and on November 7, 2012, by the MAG
Management Committee.

5D. Conformity Consultation

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for
an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP).  The amendment and administrative modification involve several projects, including
revisions to several Arizona Department of Transportation Freeway Life Cycle projects, changes to
Highway Safety Improvement Program projects, and changes to Safe Routes to School projects.  The
amendment includes projects that may be categorized as exempt from conformity determinations.  The
administrative modification includes minor project revisions that do not require a conformity
determination.  Comments were requested by November 30, 2012. 

5E. Prioritized List of Proposed PM-10 Certified Street Sweeper Projects for FY 2013 CMAQ Funding

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved a prioritized list of proposed PM-10 Certified Street
Sweeper Projects for FY 2013 CMAQ funding. The FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program
and Annual Budget and the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program contain
$900,000 in FY 2013 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) funding to
encourage the purchase and utilization of PM-10 Certified Street Sweepers.  An additional $346,973 in
CMAQ is available from sweeper projects that have been requested to be deleted and from savings on
sweepers that have cost less than anticipated, for a total amount of $1,246,973.  All of the six sweeper
projects for FY 2013 may be funded with the $1,246,973 in available CMAQ. A prioritized list of
proposed PM-10 Certified Street Sweeper Projects for FY 2013 CMAQ funding was recommended for
approval on October 25, 2012, by the MAG Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee and by the
MAG Management Committee on November 7, 2012. Prior to the recommendations, the MAG Street
Committee reviewed the proposed street sweeper applications on October 17, 2012, in accordance with
the MAG Federal Fund Programming Guidelines and Procedures. 

5F. Draft July 1, 2012 Maricopa County and Municipality Resident Population Updates

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the draft July 1, 2012 Maricopa County and
Municipality Resident Population Updates provided that the Maricopa County control total is within one
percent of the final control total. MAG staff has prepared draft July 1, 2012 Maricopa County and
Municipality Resident Population Updates. The Updates, which are used to prepare budgets and set
expenditure limitations, were prepared using the 2010 Census as the base and updated with housing unit
data supplied and verified by MAG member agencies. Because there may be changes to the Maricopa
County control total by the Arizona Department of Administration, on October 30, 2012, the MAG
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Population Technical Advisory Committee recommended approval of these draft Updates provided that
the County control total is within one percent of the final control total. On November 7, 2012, the MAG
Management Committee recommended approval.

5G. Maricopa County Resident Population and Employment Projections

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the Maricopa County resident population and
employment projections for 2010, 2015, 2020, 2025, 2030, 2035, and 2040 provided the Maricopa
County control total is within three percent of the final control total. According to Executive Order
2011-04, the Arizona Department of Administration (ADOA) is responsible for preparing an official set
of population projections for Arizona and each of its counties. ADOA has prepared a set of draft resident
population projections for Maricopa County consistent with the 2010 Census. MAG has also developed
draft employment projections which are consistent with the ADOA population projections. Because
there may be changes to the State and county projections totals by ADOA, on October 30, 2012, the
MAG POPTAC recommended approval of the draft ADOA 2010 to 2040 population projections for
Maricopa County; and the draft 2010 to 2040 employment projections for Maricopa County provided
the Maricopa County control total is within three percent of the final control total. On November 7,
2012, the MAG Management Committee recommended approval. The projections are for 2010, 2015,
2020, 2025, 2030, 2035, and 2040. They will be used as the control totals from which MAG will
develop a set of sub-regional projections that will be brought to the Management Committee and
Regional Council in 2013.

5H. Proposed 2013 Revisions to the MAG Standard Specifications and Details for Public Works
Construction

The MAG Standard Specifications and Details Committee has completed its review of proposed
revisions to the MAG Standard Specifications and Details for Public Works Construction. These
revisions have been recommended for approval by the committee and have been reviewed by MAG
member agency Public Works Directors and/or Engineers. It is anticipated that the new 2013 edition will
be available for purchase in early January 2013.

5I. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Continuum of Care Program Project Listing

On December 8, 1999, the MAG Regional Council approved MAG becoming the responsible entity for
a year-round homeless planning process which includes submittal of the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) McKinney-Vento Continuum of Care Consolidated Application for the
MAG region. The Continuum of Care grant supports permanent supportive housing, transitional
housing, and supportive services for homeless individuals and families.  A total of $243 million has been
awarded for programs throughout the region since 1999. The 2012 federal application was released on
November 9, 2012, with a deadline to HUD on January 18, 2013.  A draft list of renewal projects is
provided to MAG Regional Council members for information. The final consolidated application will
be presented to the MAG Continuum of Care Regional Committee on Homelessness on January 14,
2013, for approval. The Continuum of Care will have an opportunity to apply for $1,327,737 in new
project funding, referred to as the Permanent Housing Bonus. The new funds can be used for Permanent
Supportive Housing projects that serve chronically homeless individuals and families.
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5J. Appointments of the MAG Economic Development Committee Transportation Industry Positions

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the appointment of Gary T. Haydon from Haydon
Building Corporation and G. Michael Hoover from Sundt Construction, Inc., to the transportation
industry positions on the Economic Development Committee (EDC). On October 27, 2010, the MAG
Regional Council approved the composition of the MAG Economic Development Committee (EDC). 
The composition includes eleven business member positions that have two-year terms with possible
reappointment by recommendation of the Executive Committee and approval of the MAG Regional
Council. The business member positions, not including the two transportation positions, were
recommended for approval by the MAG Executive Committee on September 17, 2012 and approved
at the October 24, 2012, Regional Council meeting.  On September 28, 2012, a memorandum was sent
to the MAG Regional Council soliciting letters of interest for the two vacant transportation industry
positions. On November 19, 2012, the Executive Committee recommended approval of Gary T. Haydon
from Haydon Building Corporation and G. Michael Hoover from Sundt Construction, Inc., as the two
transportation industry positions to the EDC.

6. Intelligent Transportation Systems Strategic Plan 2012

Debbie Albert, Glendale Traffic Engineer and Chair of the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
Committee, stated that the ITS Strategic Plan, approved in 2001, was outdated and a new plan was
developed to reflect current goals. Ms. Albert stated that the structure needed to be modified to allow
agencies at various stages of development to be in compliance, to accommodate changes in technology,
to be flexible as priorities shift, and to be instrumental in guiding the projects through the Transportation
Improvement Program programming process. 

Sarath Joshua, MAG staff, continued the presentation. Dr. Joshua stated that ITS refers to a number of
technology applications that play a critical role in managing traffic and transportation systems. Dr.
Joshua stated that the Plan will be used by the ITS Committee when making recommendations on
projects for MAG funding, and plans and studies that will be included in the MAG Work Program.

Dr. Joshua stated that state and local agencies make significant contributions to ITS technologies and
use the technology to manage traffic operations. He said that the key changes from the previous plan are
the transition from projects to programs and emphasis areas, establishing ITS investment targets for TIP
programming and addressing both regional and local ITS priorities. 

Dr. Joshua stated that four focus areas for regional ITS investments were identified in the Plan: freeway
operations, transit operations, arterial traffic operations, and arterial safety enhancements. He said that
there are new concepts called Active Traffic Management and Integrated Corridor Management for
achieving a higher level of coordination between freeways and arterials. Dr. Joshua stated that a pilot
project is being planned for the Interstate 10 west corridor. He stated that the Plan recommends
expanding NextRide information services and transit signal priority. Dr. Joshua stated that another new
recommendation in the update is HAWK signals to improve safety for pedestrians while maintaining
traffic flow.
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Dr. Joshua stated that the Regional Transportation Plan includes about $6 million per year for ITS
projects. He said that the Plan has established the funding targets: 50 percent for Arterial ITS projects,
25 percent for Integrated Corridor Management projects,  20 percent for ITS projects for Safety, and five
percent for local agencies’ own ITS plans.

Dr. Joshua then reviewed the steps to implementing the ITS Strategic Plan, and the interaction between
MAG and the agencies that utilize ITS. He explained about AZTech, a voluntary group that comes
together to discuss traffic operations. Dr. Joshua stated that project ideas could originate at the AZTech
forum and brought forward to the MAG ITS Committee. Dr. Joshua stated that the plan is based on
executing the MAG role of planning for essential ITS technologies. 

Chair Rogers thanked Ms. Albert and Dr. Joshua for their reports and asked members if they had
questions.

Mayor Schoaf stated that he would add his support for the proposal brought forward at that day’s ITS
Committee meeting by the City Manager of Litchfield Park regarding the control of traffic signals by
emergency vehicles. Mayor Schoaf explained that the public safety agencies in the West Valley are not
coordinated on the same system. He stated that there is the potential for serious accidents, which could
be avoided if the same system is implemented across all agencies.

Chair Rogers stated that the ITS effort is a model for the nation. She stated that ITS assists the traffic
flow on freeways. Chair Rogers expressed appreciation for the efforts on this plan. With no further
questions, she called for a motion.

Mayor Schoaf moved approval of the MAG ITS Strategic Plan 2012. Supervisor Wilson seconded, and
the motion passed unanimously.

7. Nominations for Business Representatives on the Transportation Policy Committee

Dennis Smith stated that in 2002 when the Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) was formed, the
appointments of the six business members were made by the Regional Council. With the passage of
Proposition 400 in 2004, the Legislature authorized the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives to appoint the business members. Mr. Smith added that the business members
serve six-year terms and can be reappointed. 

Mr. Smith stated that one of the seats must represent freight interests, and one name was received for
the freight seat, Dave Berry from Swift Transportation. He noted that Swift is the largest freight
company in the United States. Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Berry is a charter member of the TPC and he
has indicated he would serve another term.

Mr. Smith stated that two names were received for the one regionwide business seat, Ms. Karrin
Kunasek Taylor from DMB Associates, Inc., and Greg Bielli from Newland Real Estate Group. Mr.
Smith noted that Ms. Taylor is a current member of the TPC and was appointed to fulfill the term of
Eneas Kane, also a charter member.
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Mr. Smith stated that the law also provides that the Chair of the Regional Planning Agency may submit
names to the President and Speaker for consideration, and he noted that these two appointments are
House appointments.

Mr. Smith stated that the Regional Council could select two names to submit to the Speaker or could
send all three. He added that sometimes the MAG recommendations are appointed, and sometimes they
are not. Mr. Smith stated that staff would like direction from the Regional Council on how to proceed
on the letter.

Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Smith for his report and asked members if they had questions or comments.

Mayor Wolcott stated that some of the Regional Council wrote letters on behalf of individuals. She said
that she thought that action should be taken by the Regional Council to forward the names they felt most
appropriate to be appointed to the TPC.

Mayor Scruggs stated that she knows all three of the people and they are all qualified. She indicated that
she had not written a letter but thought all of the names should be forwarded and she did not see the need
to eliminate one of them. Mayor Scruggs stated that as Mr. Smith mentioned, the Speaker will decide
who will be appointed. She stated that a few letters had been written on behalf of Ms. Taylor, but she
wanted to mention that Mr. Bielli is a credible person who should be considered for the TPC. Mayor
Scruggs stated that Mr. Bielli was a Scottsdale city councilmember and has worked on regional matters.
She stated that he has been active in the West Valley and she would not like to see his name eliminated
because the other person received more letters.

Mayor Lewis asked for clarification that the Regional Council could forward all three names but the
Speaker would make two appointments. Mr. Smith replied that was correct.

Chair Rogers noted that the Speaker could appoint these people or someone entirely different.

Supervisor Wilson stated that all three qualify for the committee and he did not want to pick one over
the other.

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve having the Chair of the MAG Regional Council forward the three
names for the two business seats on the Transportation Policy Committee to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives for consideration. Mayor Scruggs seconded. With no further discussion, the vote on
the motion passed unanimously.

8. Solid Waste Best Practices in the MAG Region

Julie Hoffman, MAG staff, reported that at the October 12, 2011, MAG Management Committee
meeting, members expressed interest in reconvening the MAG Solid Waste Advisory Committee to
share ideas on best practices.  She noted that since the first meeting was held in February 2012, the
Committee has heard several presentations on successful solid waste projects and programs occurring
within the region.  
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Ms. Hoffman stated that in August 2012, a questionnaire was distributed to the members of the MAG
Management Committee requesting assistance in compiling a list of solid waste best practices.  She said
that a total of 31 best practices were submitted.  She indicated that the report showcases the innovative
programs being implemented by the MAG member agencies.  Ms. Hoffman then reviewed the best
practices.

Ms. Hoffman stated that Glendale, Phoenix, and Queen Creek have identified same day trash and
recycling as a best practice.  She said that program benefits reported include cost savings, route
efficiencies, and street sweeping efficiencies since bins are only out one day per week.

Ms. Hoffman discussed recycling programs identified in the report as best practices.  She stated that the
Scottsdale Commercial Recycling Program has resulted in a decrease in the amount of trash collected,
for example, the Scottsdale Unified School District has reduced its trash collection from five days to
three days with a goal of two days. Ms. Hoffman stated that last year, Wickenburg expanded its
recycling program to curbside for residences and small businesses, and is in the process of expanding
it to include multi-family units and larger commercial sites.

Ms. Hoffman stated that education and outreach are critical components of recycling programs.
Avondale, Chandler, Mesa, Queen Creek, and Tempe have identified education and outreach efforts as
best practices. She noted that many programs include informing students on the importance of managing
waste through reducing, reusing, and recycling. Tempe has a program where they use a 32-foot trailer
called the Education Recycling Information Center (ERIC) full of interactive displays. Avondale uses
a cast of characters, including Bulk E. Pile, to educate, inform and encourage residents to be good
stewards of the environment. 

Ms. Hoffman stated that some cities have found different ways to divert materials from the landfills. The
Chandler Trash to Treasure Program retrieves gently used items, many times brought in for disposal,
and donates them to nonprofit organizations. Ms. Hoffman stated that the Goodyear Electronic Waste
Recycling Program diverted 7.5 tons of material in the last fiscal year.

Ms. Hoffman reported on green waste diversion programs identified as best practices, which include the
Goodyear Christmas Tree Drop-off Program, Litchfield Park Clean Up Day, Maricopa County Waste
Diversion and Reuse Program, and the Tempe Green Waste to Compost Program. 

Ms. Hoffman stated that one challenging aspect of solid waste is household hazardous waste. She noted
that Chandler, Gilbert, Glendale, Goodyear, Litchfield Park, and Tempe have identified programs
associated with household hazardous waste collection as best practices. Ms. Hoffman stated that
Chandler, Gilbert, and Tempe have permanent facilities where 80-90 percent of materials collected are
reused or recycled. She said that Goodyear and Litchfield Park work in cooperation with other West
Valley communities to hold hazardous household waste collection events, and Glendale provides a home
collection service for its residents.

Ms. Hoffman stated that there are also best practices included in the report associated with operations.
For example, the Peoria Hydraulic Leak Prevention Plan has resulted in more than 200 days without a
leak, a first for the Solid Waste Division; in Phoenix, Automatic Vehicle Location equipment provides
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real time data on operational activities; and the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community has
identified safety, emergency, and special waste procedures at its landfill as best practices, which are
critical to protecting the employees and public.

Ms. Hoffman discussed other innovative programs included in the report. She mentioned the Queen
Creek Inspection Program for its trash and recycling bins. She noted that the Glendale Landfill Gas-to-
Energy Facility uses the methane gas from decomposing trash to generate electricity for approximately
750 homes. Mesa has a partnership with the East Valley Institute of Technology for the refurbishment
of Mesa’s front-load bins by the Institute’s welding students. Phoenix offers its Phoenix Bag Central
Program at grocery stores to encourage residents to bring in their plastic bags, which cannot be recycled
in the blue recycling bins.

Ms. Hoffman stated that the solid waste best practices demonstrate the great strides being made in the
region to reduce the amount of materials being sent to landfills. She said the programs have really
engaged the community in sustainable practices.

Ms. Hoffman then reviewed next steps for the Solid Waste Advisory Committee. She said that the
Committee is looking at producing a recycling video showcasing the MAG member agencies and the
programs provided. Ms. Hoffman stated that the Committee will also be working to obtain regional solid
waste management statistics. She said when the Committee was reconvened, members took part in a
survey, which showed they were interested in obtaining statistics on solid waste facilities and programs,
recycling tonnage and acceptable materials, solid waste rates, and diversion rates. 

Ms. Hoffman stated that MAG staff also held informal discussions in the East Valley and West Valley
and spoke with the Solid Waste Advisory Committee Chair and Vice Chair regarding other areas for the
Committee to discuss.  Items mentioned that did not make the cut include: plastic bag bans; zero waste
initiatives; pay-as-you-throw programs; and mandatory commercial recycling.  However, these items
are still under consideration.  She asked members of the MAG Regional Council to contact MAG staff
if they have any other issues for the Solid Waste Advisory Committee to address. 

Ms. Hoffman concluded her presentation by expressing appreciation to the member agencies for their
solid waste management efforts and for sharing their best practices. She added that input is welcome.

Chair Rogers thanked Ms. Hoffman for her report and asked members if they had questions.

Mayor Lewis stated that the manager of Gilbert’s solid waste program, who is the Vice Chair of the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee, was very positive in his comments on this effort. Mayor Lewis stated
that he has had the opportunity to visit some environmental classes and see what is being taught at
school. He was impressed and suggested sharing the information with teachers and schools.

Vice Chair Smith stated that he would like a followup report to see if a city’s best practices have been
implemented in another city. He remarked that one of the best ways to learn is to build off another’s
successes (or failures). Vice Chair Smith added that showing jurisdictions took advantage of best
practices or created their own programs modeled on other jurisdictions’ programs might create an
incentive for others to implement best practices in their own city.
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Mayor Stanton stated that Arizona State University has a Sustainable Cities Network and the goal is for
cities to challenge each other. He stated that the City of Phoenix recently implemented same day service
for garbage and recycling, and this has not only saved money, but also has increased recycling. He stated
that the diversion rate in Phoenix is less than 20 percent, which is not that high compared to other major
cities. Mayor Stanton stated that the City soon will be announcing a new initiative to increase that rate
to 40 percent by year 2020. He stated that some of the current practices will need to be re-thought.
Mayor Stanton stated that for the first time, the City will be providing commercial recycling to some
downtown businesses that are willing partners. Mayor Stanton stated that perhaps the region would like
to look at increasing the diversion rate as a goal in the region. He added that other regions the size of
MAG have outpaced us. Mayor Stanton stated that there is a lot of talk about solar technologies, etc.,
when it comes to sustainability, but recycling is the core of the program.

Vice Mayor Benning stated that the Town of Gilbert assists Queen Creek with sharing its hazardous
household waste recycling program. In the spirit of regionalism, those with more resources are sharing
to help smaller jurisdictions. Vice Mayor Benning extended his appreciation to the Town of Gilbert.

Mayor Scruggs stated that the City of Glendale has always had same day service for garbage and
recycling and it has worked quite well. She said that the citizens prefer not having cans out on the street
as much, because a can is usually out the day before pickup, the day of pickup, and sometimes the day
after pickup; if there are two different days for garbage and recycling, this amounts to six days the cans
are out. Mayor Scruggs stated that materials are only recycled when they are bought and turned into
something else.  She said the City has excluded some items from recycling since they are not all
saleable, for example, glass has 17 different types, and not all are saleable. She added that program
restrictions can make recycling so complicated for residents that they lose interest. Mayor Scruggs stated
that the City of Glendale has the highest purchase rate from commodity brokers because its collected
items are clean, for example, no broken glass mixed with paper. Mayor Scruggs also stated that she
thought the emphasis is usually on the pickup and should be on what happens to the items after the
pickup and maybe the committee wanted to look at this. She referenced the sharing comments by Vice
Mayor Benning by saying that the City of Glendale shares routes with the City of Phoenix, which helps
a lot. She said that she thought this type of partnership was important.

9. Early Phase Input Opportunity Report

Jason Stephens, MAG staff, reported on input received during the Early Phase Input Opportunity on the
2014-2018 draft listing of projects for the Transportation Improvement Program.

Mr. Stephens stated that MAG has an adopted four-phase public involvement process – early phase, mid
phase, final phase and continuous involvement. This Early Phase provides residents with their initial
opportunity to provide input into the Valley’s regional transportation plans and programs before MAG
policy committees take action. Mr. Stephens stated that a new participation guide was recently
developed that outlines MAG’s roles and responsibilities and is a roadmap for residents on how they can
provide input into the planning process.

Mr. Stephens stated that during the early phase, MAG received public comment at its policy committees,
as well as at small and large group presentations, and via a direct mailing. MAG received several
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responses for project suggestions related to safety, intelligent transportation systems, bicycle projects
and dirt roads that were identified for paving. These suggestions were forwarded to member agency staff
for consideration and are included in the report. Mr. Stephens displayed a summary of
questions/comments received during the Early Phase. 

Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Stephens for his report. No questions from the Council were noted.

10. Salt Lake City/Utah Transit Authority Multimodal Transit System Tour

Marc Pearsall, MAG staff, reported that on September 27-28, 2012, leaders and representatives from
the MAG region attended a multimodal transit system tour of the Salt Lake City/Utah Transit Authority
(UTA) to gather information regarding the economic and transportation benefits of multimodal
connectivity among bus transit, light rail, and commuter rail in UTA’s transit system along the Wasatch
Front Range and Great Salt Lake. Mr. Pearsall noted that the emphasis was on economic development
and the benefits that come from the connectivity of transportation modes.

Mr. Pearsall stated that MAG staff has been working with UTA over the past few years to understand
how the Salt Lake City region does what it does: It routinely is one of the top ten places to live, has a
good quality of life, attractive to business, a mild climate, a downtown, suburbs, lakes, rivers, and skiing.

Mr. Pearsall stated that the UTA staff were very welcoming to the MAG tour attendees and showed them
from the ground up the type of system they built. He said that they took a tour of the UTA main facility
and rode the Front Runner commuter rail and light rail. Mr. Pearsall stated that tour attendees saw
arterial bus rapid transit and transit oriented development.

Mr. Pearsall stated that among the takeaways, attendees noted that the common theme at UTA was
cooperation as an element of their success. He explained that in 1997, under the Envision Utah plan,
communities decided to work together holistically on a variety of topics, and 15 years later, they have
a successful plan.

Mr. Pearsall stated that UTA worked with its state legislature and implemented unique financing and
funding options. He noted that UTA centralized operations and innovative engineering and technology.
Mr. Pearsall stated that they linked their land use and transportation policies with their water plan. He
stated that UTA also was established as a real estate broker, and can control, buy and sell real estate as
appropriate with their plan. 

Mr. Pearsall stated that typically in a public effort like Envision Utah, two scenarios are developed – one
that is current and one that is future. With Envision Utah, the two scenarios were future scenarios that
contrasted with each other, and people selected the utopian scenario as how they wanted their futures
to be.

Mr. Pearsall displayed photos of transit oriented development, which included historic adaptive reuse
of old transit stations into urban malls. He showed arterial bus rapid transit, which can be used in places
where light rail and commuter rail could not be implemented. Mr. Pearsall stated that the voters
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approved the Frontlines program a few years ago to increase their regional sales tax. He stated that
Frontlines has allowed them to expedite the construction of light rail and commuter rail lines.

Chair Rogers thanked Mr. Pearsall for his report and for the great trip. She stated that the trip provided
an opportunity to see how other states work cooperatively. Chair Rogers asked tour attendees to share
their experiences and perceptions of the tour.

Mayor Wolcott stated that she enjoyed the trip and it was inspirational. She stated that it is useful to take
away best practices, which for her was the cooperative spirit. Mayor Wolcott pointed out how this
resulted in a system that serves a large region similar to MAG’s being almost complete in a span of less
than 15 years. She stated that they did not look at chasing growth – they looked at how to grow. This
was not just about density but where they want density to be in the future. Mayor Wolcott stated that the
biggest learning experience was how the other regions found a way to work together and be completely
unified. The political alignment is the biggest takeaway from the trip and is what this region needs to
get things done. She expressed her appreciation to Mr. Smith and Mr. Pearsall for putting together the
tour.

Vice Chair Smith stated that what interested him is how Utah positioned itself to undertake the Envision
Utah effort. He stated that Utah was an economic wasteland in the 1980s and early 1990s and Envision
Utah was the realization that things would not change if they continued to do things the way they had
been done in the past. The Olympics was a shot in the arm, but they decided they needed to change who
they are. Vice Chair Smith stated that what we are doing now is not providing long-term prosperity. He
expressed that he thought Arizona is at a crossroads. He stated that growth does not bring us together
– it pushes us apart – and adversity brings us together. Vice Chair Smith stated that we cannot rely on
the same approach used in the past. He expressed his hope that the efforts of the Economic Development
Committee will bring us together. Vice Chair Smith stated that Utah was honest with itself and feared
how things could be in the future, and he was not sure we had gotten there yet as a state or a region. Vice
Chair Smith stated that he hoped the tour provides an incentive and more meaning to our planning. He
expressed his appreciation for both of the tours and said how wonderful it was to learn from what others
have done.

Vice Mayor Benning thanked Mr. Pearsall for arranging the tour. He remarked that it was a great
opportunity and eye opening. Vice Mayor Benning stated that the level of cooperation between local
governments is what makes projects like the one in Utah happen. He stated that strengthening the
relationships between local governments and the legislature is important. Vice Mayor Benning stated
that the relationship in Arizona is currently contentious and we need to work as a community to change
that. Vice Mayor Benning stated that one of the takeaways for him was hearing the Envision Utah people
getting their economic and educational leaders to go to the legislature and say this is important for the
future of our state. Vice Mayor Benning stated that he feared one particular industry has a louder voice
at the state than some of our real economic drivers. He stated that ADOT has a new rail corridor study
and he said these types of connections are important to the future of Arizona. Vice Mayor Benning
encouraged members when they go back to their communities to work toward a more robust transit
system to include all modes – buses, light rail, bus rapid transit, streetcars, commuter rail, and intercity
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rail. Vice Mayor Benning stated that Arizona is so much like Utah and can take their ideas and apply
them here.

Vice Chair Smith stated that transit was the result of the process, not the process. It is a process that is
value driven, not problem driven.

Chair Rogers encouraged members who have not gone on the tour to attend if another trip is planned.
She also said that it might be worthwhile to invite legislators who serve on the legislative transportation
committee. Chair Rogers expressed her appreciation to Mr. Pearsall for all of the hard work in putting
this tour together.

11. Legislative Update

No report. 

12. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Regional Council would like to have considered for discussion at
a future meeting were requested.

No requests were noted.

13. Comments from the Council

An opportunity was provided for Regional Council members to present a brief summary of current
events. The Regional Council is not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or take action at the meeting
on any matter in the summary, unless the specific matter is properly noticed for legal action. 

Vice Chair Smith stated that Allegiant Airlines will begin service to Provo, Utah, beginning in February
2013.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Councilman Esser moved, Supervisor Wilson seconded, and the
meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

______________________________________
Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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