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Thank you, Chair and Members of the MAG Regional Council, for the opportunity to speak with you today.  I am Steve Campbell, Police Chief for the City of El Mirage and Vice Chair of the MAG Regional Domestic Violence Council.  I’m personally committed to the work of the MAG Protocol Evaluation Project.  With more than 30 years of law enforcement experience including 29 years with the Phoenix Police Department, I have seen first-hand the devastation caused by domestic violence. Domestic violence calls are some of the most common, the most dangerous, and the most expensive calls to law enforcement. I used the Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Protocol Model to overhaul the way the El Mirage Police Department responds to domestic violence calls.  We are already seeing how these changes are truly making a difference for victims of domestic violence.  Our city is adding money and time for this work because they are seeing the benefits of a more consistent approach to these crimes.  I know this tool can make a difference in your communities too. 
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The goal is to have a more consistent response to domestic violence crimes across the state. This map shows the law enforcement agencies who have reported using the protocol model. Nearly all of my colleagues in the MAG region recognize that we must improve the way we handle domestic violence crimes in our communities. Ninety percent of them report using the protocol model. Some colleagues outside of the region are acknowledging this need as well. Thirteen percent report using the protocol model. I personally want to see these numbers increase.  I reached out to law enforcement agencies statewide during a presentation to the Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police last week and anticipate more of them will be joining in this effort.Every community can benefit from reducing the suffering of victims of domestic violence and saving money through a more consistent response to these crimes.



Results of Protocol Model 
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Your support, leadership and assistance is needed to ensure the protocol model is making a difference. Police chiefs need your support to put domestic violence protocols in place. They need your leadership in making changes to how your community responds to domestic violence crimes and making this work a priority.  They need your assistance in finding resources to train patrol officers on these changes and hiring victim advocates to assist them on domestic violence calls.We faced similar challenges in El Mirage but we knew we had to start somewhere.  We started small with the goal of showing the impact of working with victim advocates. We went from having one part-time grant funded staff to securing City Council discretionary funds to make this a full-time position.  We are encouraged by our progress. From experience, I can tell you using the protocol model will save your city money by making law enforcement’s response to domestic violence calls more efficient and more consistent.  Ultimately, it will help save more lives and put more offenders behind bars.Thank you for your attention today and your ongoing support of the MAG Protocol Evaluation Project. 



For More Information: 

 
Chief Steve Campbell 

(623) 433-9510 
 scampbell@cityofelmirage.org 

 
 

Renae Tenney 
(602) 452-5041 

rtenney@azmag.gov 
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 This concludes my presentation. Thank you!
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