
March 15, 2016

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council

FROM: Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA

Meeting - 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 23, 2016
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Saguaro Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix

The next MAG Regional Council meeting will be held at the MAG offices at the time and place noted
above. Members of the Regional Council may attend either in person, by videoconference or by
telephone conference call. Members who wish to remove any items from the Consent Agenda are
requested to contact the MAG office. Supporting information is enclosed for your review. The meeting
will include a working lunch. 

Please park in the garage underneath the building. Bring your ticket to the meeting, parking will be
validated. For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority will provide transit tickets
for your trip. For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings. Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Valerie Day at the MAG
office. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.
Assisted listening devices are available from MAG staff at the meeting. If you have any questions, please
call the MAG Office.

c: MAG Management Committee



MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL
TENTATIVE AGENDA

March 23, 2016

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of
the public to address the Regional Council ON
ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA
THAT ARE WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF
MAG, or on items on the agenda for discussion
but not for action. Citizens will be requested not
to exceed a three minute time period for their
comments. A total of 15 minutes will be provided
for the Call to the Audience agenda item, unless
the Regional Council requests an exception to this
limit. Please note that those wishing to comment
on agenda items posted for action will be
provided the opportunity at the time the item is
heard.

3. Information.

4. Executive Director’s Report

The MAG Executive Director will provide a
report to the Regional Council on activities of
general interest.

4. Information.

5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Council members may request that an item be
removed from the consent agenda. Prior to
action on the consent agenda, members of the
audience will be provided an opportunity to
comment on consent items. Consent items are
marked with an asterisk (*).

5. Approval of the Consent Agenda.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR CONSENT*

MINUTES

*5A. Approval of the February 24, 2016, Meeting
Minutes

5A. Review and approval of the February 24, 2016,
meeting minutes.

2



MAG Regional Council -- Tentative Agenda March 23, 2016

TRANSPORTATION ITEMS

*5B. Project Changes - Amendment and Administrative
Modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, Fiscal
Year 2016 Arterial Life Cycle Program, and as
Appropriate, to the 2035 Regional Transportation
Plan

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-2018 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and 2035 Regional
Transportation Plan were approved by the MAG
Regional Council on February 24, 2016.  The FY
2016 Arterial Life Cycle Program was last
modified on October 28, 2015. Since then,
additional project changes and additions have
been requested by member agencies. Changes to
the Arterial Life Cycle Program (ALCP) within the
current TIP window are included in Table A.
Changes to the ALCP outside the current TIP
window are included in Table B. General highway
project changes are included in Table C, and
Federal Highway Administration sub-allocated
funding for the second request of closeout are
included in Table D and are addressed under a
separate agenda item. Projects in Table E are
contingent on a new finding of conformity in the
Pinal County portion of the MAG planning region.
A new finding of conformity for these projects is
addressed under a separate agenda item. The
requested project changes were recommended
for approval on February 25, 2016, by the
Transportation Review Committee and on March
9, 2016, by the MAG Management Committee.
Please refer to the enclosed material.

5B. Approval of amendments and administrative
modifications to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, Fiscal
Year 2016 Arterial Life Cycle Program, and as
appropriate, to the 2035 Regional Transportation
Plan.

*5C. Federal Fiscal Year 2016 Closeout Programming
- Round Two - Amendment and Administrative
Modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, and to the
2035 Regional Transportation Plan

In January 2016, programming of FY 2016
Closeout was initiated for Federal Highway
Administration sub-allocated funding, which
includes funds from the Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ),
Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP-MAG), Surface Transportation Program

5C. Approval of the priority listing for round two
closeout projects and of the necessary
amendments and administrative modifications to
the FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation
Improvement Program, and as appropriate, to the
2035 Regional Transportation.
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(STP-MAG), and Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP-MAG). It has been determined
that the MAG region is estimated to have federal
funding available for the second round of
Closeout programming for FY 2016 design work
phase priorities for federally funded construction
projects that are scheduled in FY 2018. The types
of projects include Bicycle/Pedestrian, Intelligent
Transportation Systems, Paving of Unpaved
Roads, Highway Safety, and Pinal County Arterial
projects. The process is guided by the Federal
Fund Programming Guidelines and Procedures
that were approved by the MAG Regional
Council in June 2015. The priority listing for
round two closeout projects and of the necessary
amendments and administrative modifications
were recommended for approval on February
25, 2016, by the MAG Transportation Review
Committee and on March 9, 2016, by the MAG
Management Committee. Please refer to the
enclosed material.

ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMS

*5D. New Finding of Conformity for the FY
2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program and 2035 Regional Transportation Plan,
As Amended

On January 29, 2014, the MAG Regional Council
approved the Fiscal Year 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and
2035 Regional Transportation Plan.  Since that
time, an amendment to the TIP and 2035
Regional Transportation Plan is required for new
projects to be implemented in Pinal County. The
project modifications impact the modeling
assumptions used in the most recent conformity
analysis and a new regional emissions analysis for
the Pinal County PM-10 and PM-2.5
nonattainment areas was conducted.  The results
of the regional emissions analysis for the
amendment meet the transportation conformity
requirements for PM-10 and PM-2.5 for the Pinal
County nonattainment areas.  On February 5,
2016, a 30-day agency and public review period
began on the conformity assessment and
amendment.  Comments are requested by March

5D. Approval of the new Finding of Conformity for
the FY 2014-2018 MAG Transportation
Improvement Program and 2035 Regional
Transportation Plan, as amended.
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23, 2016.  On March 9, 2016, the MAG
Management Committee recommended approval
of the new Finding of Conformity for the FY
2014-2018 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program and 2035 Regional Transportation Plan,
as amended. Please refer to the enclosed
material.

*5E. Conformity Consultation

The Maricopa Association of Governments is
conducting consultation on a conformity
assessment for an amendment and administrative
modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program and 2035
Regional Transportation Plan.  The amendment
and administrative modification involve several
projects, including Arterial Life Cycle Program
projects.  The amendment includes projects that
may be categorized as exempt from conformity
determinations.  The administrative modification
includes minor project revisions that do not
require a conformity determination.  Please refer
to the enclosed material.

5E. Consultation.

GENERAL ITEMS

*5F. Appointment of the MAG Economic Development
Committee WESTMARC Representative

In June 2015, the MAG Regional Council approved
changes to the composition of the MAG Economic
Development Committee (EDC).  The
composition includes fifteen business member
positions that have two-year terms with possible
reappointment by recommendation of the
Executive Committee and Regional Council.  In
September 2014, the EDC business member
positions were approved by the Executive
Committee and Regional Council.  Since that time,
WESTMARC has hired a new President and CEO,
Sintra Hoffman.  The WESTMARC Board is
recommending that Sintra Hoffman represent
WESTMARC on the MAG EDC, effective
immediately.  This item is on the March 23, 2016,
MAG Executive Committee agenda.  An update
will be provided on action taken by the
Committee.  Please refer to the enclosed material.

5F. Appointment of Sintra Hoffman, President and
CEO of WESTMARC, as the WESTMARC
representative on the MAG Economic
Development Committee.
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ITEMS PROPOSED TO BE HEARD

6. MAG Freight Plan and FAST Act Freight Program
Update

In December of 2015, MAG staff initiated the
MAG Freight Plan that focuses on evaluating the
area’s transportation system to enhance the
movement of goods, and improve access to and
from major industrial clusters, all of which will
increase economic development potential for the
area. In addition to transportation infrastructure,
regional land use decisions affect the growth in
and around the existing industrial clusters.  Just as
commercial vehicles and passenger vehicles
compete for limited space on the region's
infrastructure, industrial developments must
contend with commercial and residential projects. 
It is critical to plan the industrial clusters from a
transportation, economic development and
neighborhood cohesion perspective to make sure
the industrial developments are compatible with
the surrounding environment and are still able to
attract new customers and continue to drive the
local and regional economy. The study will
identify critical urban freight corridors included in
the guidance from the U.S. Department of
Transportation based on the enacted Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act). 

6. Information and discussion.

7. USDOT TIGER (Round 8) and FASTLANE
Grants - FFY 2016

On February 23, 2016, the U.S. Department of
Transportation issued a Notice of Funding
Opportunity (NOFO) for the eighth round of
Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant funding. A
total of $500 million is available through a
multimodal, merit-based, competitive grant
program. Nationally, there is a set aside of $100
million for rural areas, with the remaining $400
million for projects in urban areas. Applications
must be submitted by April 29, 2016. 
Additionally, on February 26, 2016, a NOFO was
issued for the new Nationally Significant Freight
and Highway Projects Fostering Advancements in
Shipping and Transportation for the Long-term

7. Information and discussion.
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Achievement of National Efficiencies (FASTLANE)
grant to fund critical freight and highway projects
across the country. Nationally, a total of $800
million is available for FASTLANE, a merit-based,
competitive grant program for federal fiscal year
2016, with 25 percent reserved for rural projects,
and 10 percent for smaller projects.  Applications
must be submitted by April 14, 2016.  MAG staff
will discuss the previous approach to TIGER
funding and how to proceed with supporting
TIGER projects. Please refer to the enclosed
material.

8. Ozone Boundary Designations

On October 26, 2015, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) published a final rule to
strengthen the federal eight-hour ozone standard
from 0.075 to 0.070 parts per million.  By
October 1, 2016, states are required to submit
d e s i g n a t i o n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r
nonattainment/attainment to EPA.  In order to
meet this deadline, the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality will have draft
recommendations for public review between May
and June 2016.  On February 23, 2016, the
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
conducted two stakeholder meetings on the
Ozone Boundary Designations and the
preliminary data collected to date.  Based upon
the 2013-2015 air quality monitoring data, it
appears that there are exceedances of the new
standard in the counties of Maricopa, Pinal, Gila,
and Yuma.  By October 1, 2017, EPA anticipates
finalizing the designations, classifications, and
attainment dates based upon the ozone levels in
the area (Marginal-Extreme).

8. Information and discussion.

9. Development of the FY 2017 MAG Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget

Each year, the MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget is developed
incrementally in conjunction with member agency
and public input. The Work Program is reviewed
each year by the federal agencies and approved
by the Regional Council in May. This presentation
and review of the first draft of the Fiscal Year (FY)

9. Information and discussion.
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2017 “MAG Programs in Brief” and the FY 2017
MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual
Budget represent the development of the budget
document to date. The elements of the budget
document are about 60 percent complete. Please
refer to the enclosed material.

10. Legislative Update

An update will be provided on legislative items of
interest.

10. Information, discussion and possible action.

11. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Regional
Council would like to have considered for
discussion at a future meeting will be requested.

11. Information.

12. Comments from the Council

An opportunity will be provided for Regional
Council members to present a brief summary of
current events. The Regional Council is not
allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or take
action at the meeting on any matter in the
summary, unless the specific matter is properly
noticed for legal action.

12. Information.

Adjournment
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