
Maricopa Association of Governments 
Domestic Violence Protocol Evaluation Project 

Areas of Opportunity 
 
Training 
 

• Developing well-written probable cause statements on Form IVs. 
• Training patrol officers on community-specific information/resources for victims. 
• Conducting additional strangulation and suffocation training with law enforcement 

and advocates. 
• Providing new prosecutors with information about domestic violence (i.e., 

establishing new champions for prosecuting domestic violence). 
• Reiterate Arizona Victim’s Rights Legislation regarding victims’ notification of 

initial appearances including their right to be present and be heard. 
 
Coordination and Information Sharing 
 

• Identifying opportunities for smaller police departments to access advocacy 
services for victims (i.e., establish centralized victim advocate, connect with 
victim advocates at Maricopa County, partner with neighboring police 
departments or crisis response units). 

• Coordinating with patrol officers, detectives, city prosecutors and county 
prosecutors to establish an on-going feedback loop on what is needed for 
successful prosecution. 

• Establishing consistency in the criteria used for elevating multiple misdemeanors 
to felony cases (i.e., what are county prosecutors looking for). 

• Developing a process to standardize communication, information sharing and 
feedback between city prosecutors and county prosecutors about cases (i.e., 
determining whether to try cases as misdemeanors or felonies). 

• Assessing procedures for transferring cases from city to county courts without 
releasing offenders (i.e., when misdemeanor case is re-filed as a felony case). 

• Accessing and sharing information about protective orders, release conditions, 
and prior convictions to patrol officers across jurisdictions. 

• Evaluating procedures for notifying victims when protective orders are served 
and providing them with the Affidavit of Service (i.e., citation cases). 

 
Communication  
 

• Continuing to strengthen relationships among and across law enforcement, 
prosecutors and victim advocates (i.e., on-going affinity and multi-disciplinary 
group meetings). 

• Communicating to the courts the benefits of increasing prosecutors’ preparation 
time prior to initial appearance hearings (i.e., opportunity to review criminal 
histories, more efficient to resolve cases prior to initial appearance hearings). 

 
Equipment 
 

• Researching funding opportunities for acquiring digital audio recorders and 
cameras for patrol officers.  


