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Framing the Issue: 
 

• Domestic violence is a common issue in all communities.   
• Many, but not all domestic violence cases, are handled by the criminal justice system. 
• The criminal justice system includes law enforcement, prosecutors and victim advocates.  

It should be noted that not all advocates are part of the criminal justice system.  
• Each part of the system handles different aspects of domestic violence cases with the goal 

of delivering justice.   
• The goal of this focus group is to gather victim and survivor insights on the criminal 

justice system and its success (or not) at keeping them safe and delivering justice. 
 
 
Questions: 
 

• To ask victims and survivors about their satisfaction with the criminal justice system. 
• To learn what was helpful (not helpful) to them while participating in the system. 
• To understand the impacts of what was helpful (not helpful) while participating in the 

criminal justice system. 
• To hear what they wish had been done differently while participating in the system. 
• To find out if they would participate in the criminal justice system again and their reasons 

for (against) future participation. 
• To discover why some victims and survivors did not participate in the system, what was 

the impact of not participating, and if they would participate in the future. 
• To talk with victims and survivors about what was most important to them while 

participating (not participating) in the criminal justice system. 
 
  


