MINUTES OF THE

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

STREET COMMITTEE

April 12, 2011 1:00 p.m.

MAG Offices, Saguaro Conference Room
302 North First Avenue, Suite 200

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Dan Cook, Chandler, Chairman
Lupe Harriger, ADOT
Charles Andrews, Avondale
Jose Heredia, Buckeye
* Lance Calvert, El Mirage
* Tony Rodriguez,
Gila River Indian Community
Michael Gillespie, Gilbert
* Bob Darr, Glendale
Hugh Bigalk, Goodyear
Gino Turrubiates, Guadalupe
Paul Ward for Darryl Crossman,
Litchfield Park

Phoenix, Arizona 85003

* Chris Plumb, Maricopa County
Ken Hall, Mesa
Andrew Cooper, Jr., Paradise Valley
Ben Wilson, Peoria
‘Shane L. Silsby, Phoenix
Janet Martin, Queen Creek
* Elaine Cabrera, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community
Phil Kercher, Scottsdale
Nicholas Mascia, Surprise
Shelly Seyler, Tempe
* Jason Earp, Tolleson
Grant Anderson, Youngtown

* Members neither present nor represented by Proxy

OTHERS PRESENT

Jeff Herb, Gilbert
Stephen Tate, MAG
Eileen Yazzie, MAG

1 Call to Order

Brandon Forrey, Peoria
Laureen Neu, Strand Assoc.

Chairman Dan Cook called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Approval of the November 16, 2010 Meeting Minutes

It was noted by Chairman Dan Cook that the meeting minutes incorrectly identified the
meeting room and that the minutes should identify the Cholla Room as the place where the
meeting was held. Mr. Ken Hall approval of the minutes with this correction. Mr. Grant

Anderson seconded the motion. The meeting minutes were approved unanimously.
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Call to the Audience

There were no members of the public at the meeting who expressed a desire to address the
Committee.

Transportation Programming Manager’s Report

Ms. Eileen Yazzie briefed the Committee on air quality conformity issues. She noted that as
of the previous meeting, the MAG region had been threatened with an air quality conformity
freeze due to reported PM-10 exceedances at one of the monitors. These reported exceedances,
ifnotruled as exceptional events, would result in US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
disapproval of the proposed PM-10 particulate plan for region, leaving the region without an
approved particulate plan as the current plan did not comply with air quality plan requirements
currently in effect.

Since the last meeting, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality in accord with
MAG, withdrew the proposed PM-10 particulate plan, thereby avoiding a potential EPA
disapproval action. At about same time, a completely separate action stemming from studies
conducted in Las Vegas area lead to a change in rules governing particulate plans and this
change allows the current particulate plan to remain in effect for the time being. However, a
new particulate plan must be submitted to EPA by January, 2012 and the EPA must approve
the plan by August, 2012. Failure to have an approved plan will result in a freeze on adding
new roadway capacity expanding projects to the TIP and sanctions of increasing severity over

time.

Currently the region is not under a air quality conformity freeze and a time table of increasing
sanctions is not in place. As a result, member agencies may submit and program projects as
is normally the case.

Ms. Yazzie noted that agenda item five would be presented at the next Committee meeting due
to scheduling conflicts. She then briefed the committee on FHWA and ADOT concerns
regarding in active projects. She noted that the term “inactive project” referred to federally
funded projects for which the project sponsor had not requested reimbursement for substantial
period of time. What is defined as substantial varies based on the cost of the project. Arizona
per its contract with the FHWA is required to have no more than four percent of obligated

projects as inactive, however at times, as much six percent of obligated projects have been
inactive in Arizona. )

To address this issue the local office of the FHWA and ADOT finance have held a number of
meetings with local agencies and are revising requirements for obligating projects. Also, the
FHWA now has authority to remove federal funding from projects deemed in active and at the
national level has removed federal funding from projects for up to 100 million.

‘To avoid potential loss of federal funding, member agencies should:

a. Request reimbursement for projeéts on at least a quarterly basis, even if the amount of
reimbursement is minimal,
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b. Request reimbursement for projects within three months of the date the FHWA
authorizes the project to receive federal funding, and

c. Notify FHWA/ADOT when projects are completed/closed out.

If an agency has problems in requesting reimbursement, it should notify ADOT/FHWA and
provide reasons for the delay as ADOT/FHWA have discretion in these matters and do not
want to remove federal funding from projects.

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Inactive Obligations

This item was not presented on at the meeting.

Presentation the Complete Streets Guide

Mr. Brandon Forrey, the Chairman of the MAG Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, provided
a brief presentation on the topic. He noted that the development of a complete streets guide had
been motivated, in part, by activity at the national level where members of Congress had or
were considering policies to promote complete streets.

He stressed that the purpose of complete street policies in general and the Complete Streets
Guide, in particular, were to ensure that the needs of all roadway users - transit, bicycle,
pedestrian, people with disabilities, etc. - be considered when roadways were constructed or
reconstructed. A major benefit of this approach is that it promotes healthy life-style decisions.
It was noted that the Center for Disease Control has found that obesity in the US is a
significant health problem and that promoting physically active methods for getting around
could help address this problem.

It was also noted that there are significant economic benefits from adopting a complete streets
policy. These include avoiding costly retrofits to accommodate non single occupant vehicle
users, promotion of more vibrant communities, reductions in congestion and reduced emissions

of pollutants.

The Guide is intended as a template for agencies to employ on a purely voluntary basis. It
includes a recommended six-step planning process. These steps include:

Determining the transportation context

Identifying current transportation modes and facilities
Identifying the complete street gaps

Determining other priorities

Determining the right-of-way and number of lanes
Selecting other complete street elements

e e o

The Guide is available on the MAG website for download by member agencies.
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10.

Local Mileage Estimate

Mr. Stephen Tate briefed the Committee on the agenda item. He noted that each year MAG
assists the Arizona Department of Transportation in the development of a public roadway
mileage in the MAG area. This estimate is used in part to determine the share of Surface
Transportation Program funding distributed to Arizona.

To ease the effort to develop this estimate and because the estimate needs to be broken down
into a number of census defined areas not typically used by MAG member agencies, MAG
places on its website maps showing additions to the roadway network and asks members to
mark up these changes to indicate whether these are public roadways owned by the member
agency. These maps will be available on the website by Friday, April 15, 2011 and members
are requested to provide updates by Friday, April 29, 2011.

Interim Closeout of the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2011 MAG Federally Funded Program

Ms. Yazzie briefed the Committee on the agenda item. She indicated that the Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2011 Closeout Process is underway. To defer a project from FFY 2011 to a later
year, MAG Member Agencies must complete and submit a Deferral Notification form, and
depending on the number of times previously deferred, submit a justification letter. The
deadline to notify MAG of project deferrals is ongoing; however, MAG staff would prefer
Member Agencies report project deferrals for a first analysis by Friday, April 15,2011. It was
also requested that MAG Member Agencies submit project requests to utilize unused FFY
2011 funds. The deadline to submit projects requests for closeout is Thursday, April 14,2011;
late project submittals will not be accepted.

She went on to note that all projects that received funding in the closeout must be able to
obligate in FFY 2011 and that first priority is given in the closeout to CMAQ funded projects
advancing from future years in the Transportation Improvement Program. Requests for
increased funding for projects or for the addition of new projects would be limited to that made
available from the abandonment or deletion of 2011 CMAQ funded projects. This limitation
is necessary to maintain fiscal constraint. Unused CMAQ obligation authority would be
preserved for future use through an exchange mechanism with ADOT

Mr. Hugh Bigalk asked if the closeout process included other federal funds such as Surface
Transportation Program (STP) funds. Ms. Yazzie indicated that the Regional Transportation
Plan full allocated the STP received by MAG to the Arterial Life-Cycle Program and hence,
these funds are not part of the closeout process.

Street Committee Meeting Schedule

Mr. Tate distributed a Committee a meeting schedule for the remainder of the calendar year.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 1:32 p.m.
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