
September 2, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Street Committee

FROM: Maria Angelica Deeb, Mesa, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 - 1:00 p.m.
MAG Office, Suite 200, Ironwood Room
302 North First Avenue, Phoenix

The next meeting of the MAG Street Committee will be held at the time and place noted above. Committee
members or their proxies may attend in person, via video-conference or by telephone conference call.  Those
attending by video conference must notify the MAG site three business days prior to the meeting. Those
attending by telephone conference please contact MAG offices for conference call instructions.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Jason Stephens at the MAG
office.  Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 

The next meeting of the MAG Street Committee will be held at the time and place noted above. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please contact Teri Kennedy or Steve Tate at (602) 254-6300.



TENTATIVE AGENDA

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

1. Call to Order
 

For the September meeting, the quorum
requirement is 13 committee members.

2. Introductions and Attendance

An opportunity for new members to introduce
themselves and record member attendance at
the meeting will be provided.

3. Approval of the August 11, 2015 Meeting
Minutes

4. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of
the public to address the Street Committee on
items not scheduled on the agenda that fall
under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on items on
the agenda for discussion but not for action. 
Members of the public will be requested not to
exceed a three minute time period for their
comments. A total of 15 minutes will be
provided for the Call to the Audience agenda
item, unless the Street Committee requests an
exception to this limit.  Please note that those
wishing to comment on action agenda items
will be given an opportunity at the time the item
is heard. 

5. Transportation Programming Manager’s Report

The MAG Transportation Programming
Manager will review recent transportation
planning activities and upcoming agenda items
for MAG Committees and other related regional
transportation activities.

2. For information.

3. Review and approve the minutes from the
August 11, 2015 meeting.

4. For information.

5. For information and discussion.



6. Presentation by Eagle Lift

At the last meeting, the Committee requested to
hear a presentation on subsurface soil
stabilization by Eagle Lift. A representative of
Eagle Lift will provide a presentation.

7. Call for Vice Chair Nominations

In December, the term of the Chair of the
Committee will complete, and the current Vice
Chair will become the new Chair, leaving a
vacancy in the Vice Chair position. 

At the meeting, the process for selecting a new
Vice Chair will be discussed.

8. Multimodal Level of Service Study (MMLOS)
Update

Neighborhoods that are walkable and bikable
have shown to lead to increased property
values, decreased injury crashes, and higher
retail sales. MMLOS measures how street
design and operations meet the needs of all
modes of travel by presenting a segment-based
A to F score.  An update to the Multimodal
Level of Service (MMLOS) Study will be
presented. 

The study deliverables will include an active
propensity model to help guide decision-makers
with infrastructure investments, a demonstration
of the MMLOS tool on pilot sites in the MAG
region, and two workshops to train member
agency staff on the concepts and tools are being
developed.     

6. For information and discussion.

7. For information and discussion.

8. For information and discussion.



9. MAG Project Selection Process

It is anticipated that at the October meeting of
the Street Committee, the Committee will hear
and consider member agency funding requests
for PM-10 certified sweepers and paving
projects for unpaved roadways, shoulders and
alleys, and Pinal County Arterial-Bridge
projects. At the September meeting, MAG staff
will provide a brief overview of process to be
used by the Committee to review project
requests.

10. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Street
Committee would like to have considered for
discussion at a future meeting will be requested.

11. Member Agency Update

This section of the Agenda will provide
Committee members with an opportunity to
share information regarding a variety of
transportation-related issues within their
respective communities. 

 12. Next Meeting Date

The next regular Street Committee meeting will
be scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at
10:00 a.m. in the MAG Offices, Ironwood
Room.

Adjournment

9. For information and discussion.

10. For information and discussion.

11. For information and discussion.

12. For information.



MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

STREET COMMITTEE

Tuesday August 11, 2015 1:00 p.m.
MAG Offices, Suite 300,

302 North First Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85003

MEMBERS ATTENDING

# Maria Angelica Deeb, Mesa, Chair
Chris Hauser, El Mirage, Vice Chair
Eric Boyles for Susan Anderson, ADOT

# Raquel Schatz for Emile Schmid, Apache       
       Junction
# Paul Lopez, Avondale
* Jose Heredia, Buckeye

Warren White for Dan Cook, Chandler
@Ed Stillings for Aryan Lirange, FHWA
# Morris Taylor for Wayne Costa, Florence

Tim Oliver, Gila River Indian Community
* Greg Smith, Gilbert

Bob Darr, Glendale
* Hugh Bigalk, Goodyear
* Bill Fay, City of Maricopa

Lee Jimenez, Maricopa County
Mike Gillespie for Julius Diogenes,                 
    Litchfield Park

* James Shano, Paradise Valley
Jenny Grote, Phoenix

# Scott Bender, Pinal County
Ben Wilson, Peoria

* Janet Martin, Queen Creek
* Jennifer Jack, Salt River Pima-Maricopa      

  Indian Community
Phil Kercher, Scottsdale

# Dana Owsiany, Surprise
German Piedrahita, Tempe

* Jason Earp, Tolleson
# Grant Anderson, Youngtown

* Members neither present nor represented by Proxy
# Members attending by phone
@Ex-officio member, non voting member

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mike Sabatini, Baker
Brendan Barrett, Eagle LIFT, Inc.
John Tuter, Littlejohn Engineering
Purab Adabala, Glendale
Gail Brinkman, Phoenix
George Williams, Scottsdale
Isaac Chavira, Tempe

Chaun Hill, MAG
John Bullen, MAG
Dean Giles, MAG
Bob Hazlett, MAG
Teri Kennedy, MAG
David Massey, MAG
Stephen Tate, MAG

1. Call to Order

Vice Chair Chris Hauser chaired the meeting as Chair Maria Deeb could not attend in person.
He called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
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2. Introductions and Attendance

A roll call of members attending the meeting was conducted. The following member
agencies were not represented at the meeting: Apache Junction, Buckeye, Gilbert, Goodyear,
Maricopa, Paradise Valley, Queen Creek and Tolleson.

3 Approval of the June 9, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Mr. Tate noted that a number of typographical corrections had been received since the
minutes had been mailed to the Committee. He then listed the errors for correction.

Ms. Jenny Grote moved the approval of the minutes with the corrections identified by Mr.
Tate. Mr. Mike Gillespie seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

4 Call to the Audience

No member of the audience requested to speak before the Committee.

5. Transportation Programming Manager’s Report

Ms. Teri Kennedy briefed the Committee. She noted that MAP-21 had been extended for
three months, that TIP listings have been approved for the Spring conformity run, that MAG
has distributed funding applications and that the programming guide is now available on the
MAG web site. She then introduced Mr. Lee Jimenez, the new member for Maricopa County.
She then noted that MAG will be seeking nominations for the Vice Chair position as Mr. 
Hauser will become the Chair next year. She concluded by noting that MAG would be
hosting a workshop on a new tool that had been developed to calculate multimodal levels of
service.

6. MAG Spine Study

Mr. Bob Hazlett briefed the Committee on the MAG Spine Study. He noted that the Spine
Study included the Interstate 10 extending from the Santan Freeway to Interstate 17 and
thereafter, on Interstate 17 to its junction with the Pima Freeway. This corridor affects
approximately 40 percent of all daily freeway trips in the metropolitan area. In October,
2012, it was decided with the participation of the affected cities, MAG, ADOT and the
FHWA to develop a master plan for the corridor that would include the identification of near
term improvements and expedite the completion of the environmental approval process for
the identified projects.

He then discussed an online survey conducted in a previous study that had a large public
response rate. This survey indicted that improving commuting in the corridor was the
public’s highest objective and that the public placed a high priority on adding travel lanes
and providing multimodal improvements. The respondents indicated that they were
concerned about a number of congested points that had been identified in various traffic
studies, the safety of the Deck Park Tunnel and access to I-10/I-17 from Grand Avenue.
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The Transportation Policy Committee indicated that the priorities of the study are to optimize
the performance of the corridor, provide travel alternatives, serve the traffic markets in the
corridor and develop an implementation plan for projects. The next steps are to develop
project alternatives and criteria.

He then discussed the near term improvement strategy that is being developed primarily by
ADOT. This strategy is to begin implementation in FY 2017 and all projects are to be within
ADOT right-of-way and qualify as categorical exclusions. They include adding lanes by re-
striping between the SR 51 interchange and the US 60 interchange, providing collector
distributor roads between US 60 and SR 143, building a bicycle-pedestrian overpass at
Alameda, adding lanes on I-10 and completing another bicycle-pedestrian overpass at
Guadalupe Road. 

For I-17, the strategy includes adding auxiliary lanes and implementing an active traffic
management system. This system will include aggressive ramp metering and variable speed
limits to reduce shock waves and thereby expand capacity in the corridor.

Ms. Jenny Grote asked if the Spine Study is being coordinated with the ongoing MAG freight
study. Mr. Hazlett indicated that the two studies are being closely coordinated and indicated
that the Spine Study will include a detailed look at freight movements.

7. El Mirage Road Improvements

Vice Chair Chris Hauser provided a briefing on the City of El Mirage’s planned
improvements. He noted that the City was first founded as a mining camp and that since then
it has grown to a population of around 35,000. The City looks upon the improvements to be
discussed at the meeting as a major face lift and an opportunity for the City to put its own
distinctive mark on the area.

The improvements include the construction of the Northern Parkway by Maricopa County
and the reconstruction by ADOT of connections from Grand Avenue to the City and of the
Grand Avenue frontage roads. It is anticipated that this construction may cause some
temporary traffic problems.

The City is reconstructing Thunderbird Road. The southern section of the road will include 
on street parking, pedestrian improvements and custom hard scape. At Thunderbird Road
entry monuments will be constructed. The northern section of the roadway will include
longitudinal parking, a raised median, on street lighting and green lanes at the intersections.

The City will also be reconstructing El Mirage Road. South of Thunderbird, this will include
on street parking, pedestrian improvements and custom hard scape. 

The City Council has been heavily involved with these projects. The projects will include
custom lighting and a number of features to make the streets distinctive and attractive.
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8. Rio Salado Pathway

Ms. Gail Brinkman from City of Phoenix Streets Department briefed the Committee on the
project. The project will result in construction of twelve foot asphalt bike lanes  from 24th

Street to the Tempe Town Lake. The bicycle lanes will pass  under the I-10 and SR-143 and
over the Tempe Drain. Portions of the trail are on levee near Sky Harbor Airport.

Landscaping of the route on levees and near the airport will be limited to avoid impacting
the levee and attracting birds that may disrupt operations at the airport. The project designer
is looking into reusing large pipes left in the river as planters. The main challenge for the
project is finding a way under SR-143.

Ms. Grote asked how the project would address landscape maintenance and for information
about the project schedule. Gail indicated that the City is working out agreements with
outside parties to extend maintenance services. She went on to indicate that the project is at
30 percent design and is expected to authorize in May 2016 with construction to be
completed in 2017.

Mr. Anderson asked if the City planned to reuse decorative works from other parts of the
City on the Project. Ms. Brinkman indicated that there are no plans at this time to reuse
decorative art from other projects. 

10. Development of FY2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program and the August Call
For Projects

Ms. Teri Kennedy briefed the Committee. She noted that the previous day MAG had
transmitted a call for projects to all MAG member agencies. The call for federally funded
project includes:

- Paving of unpaved roads in PM-10 and PM-2.5 non attainment areas
- PM-10 certified street sweepers
- Bicycle and pedestrian projects
- ITS projects
- Safe Routes to School (SRTS) projects.

It was noted that due to funding advancements from prior years, CMAQ funding for ITS
projects will end after FY 2019. 

The modal technical committees will evaluate projects. The SRTS projects will be evaluated
by the Safety Committee.

All applications are due to MAG by 10:00 a.m. on September 10, 2015. MAG does not
accept late applications. Applicants will receive a receipt when their applications are
submitted. MAG will hold a workshop next week to go over applications and have two open
sessions for applicants to meet with MAG staff and go over applications before applications
are submitted.
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On October 13th, the Street Committee will review applications. The applications will be
posted to the MAG website on September 23rd. The meeting is anticipate to run two to three
hours. There may be an additional meeting to review projects if there are issues exposed in
the first meeting that need to be addressed.

Presentations on paving and STP funding will be ten minutes long and be based on materials
included in the applications. There will be no presentations on street sweepers, but applicants
should be prepared to present if there are questions.

As appropriate all projects will be rated as part of the Congestion Management Process and
have an air quality cost-effectiveness score calculated.

9. Scottsdale's Northsight Roundabout

This agenda item was deferred to allow time to e-mail the presentation to members attending
by phone, however, the presentation proved too large to e-mail and staff was unable to
upload the presentation to the MAG website.

Mr. George Williams from the City of Scottsdale briefed the Committee. He indicated that
the project is in the Scottsdale Air Park area at Hayden Road and Northsight Boulevard. A
variety of alternatives were reviewed. The final alternative focused on shifting more traffic
onto Northsight  Boulevard to reduce left turns at Frank Lloyd Wright Boulevard and Hayden
Road. 

To achieve this objective, the City staff determined that a roundabout was the best solution.
To obtain Council and public approval of this alternative, City staff had to address a lack of
public knowledge about roundabouts, including their differences with traffic circles. It was
noted that compared to signalized intersections, roundabouts reduce the number and severity
of crashes as they have fewer conflict points and reduce traffic speeds. Compared to an
intersection alternative, the roundabout alternative also required less right-of-way.

A number of Council meetings were held on the project with the alternative being rejected
at one point, but thereafter being reinstated. The City conducted extensive public outreach
concerning the project.

A year after project completion, the roundabout had a higher number of crashes, but roughly
the same crash rates and a significant reduction in the number of severe crashes. The
increased number of crashes was probably due to increased traffic enforcement and the
newness of the intersection.

The roundabout caused an increased transfer of traffic volumes on to Northsight Boulevard
and reduced travel time on Hayden and Frank Lloyd Wright. This is clearly the result of the
better balancing of travel on Hayden and Northsight.

The improvements resulted in a reversing of public opinion. An article published after the
construction of the roundabout indicated that 67 percent of the public expressed a liking to
drive on roundabouts.
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Ms. Grote asked why multiple roundabouts were not used - one on Northsight and a second
on Frank Lloyd Wright. Mr. Williams indicated that he felt that a roundabout would not
benefit travel on Frank Lloyd Wright due to the traffic pattern and that there were doubts
about public acceptance.

She asked a followup question about the impacts of the roundabout on pedestrian
movements. Mr. Williams noted that the City had not had complaints about pedestrian
movements and that the reduced speed and width of the crossings in roundabout is apparently
making it easier for  pedestrians to cross the intersection.

11. Request for Future Agenda Items

Ms. Kennedy noted that it had been suggested that a presentation by EagleLift be provided.
It was indicated by the Committee that EagleLift presentation agenda item should be
included for the next Committee meeting.

12. Member Agency Update

Ms. Grote indicated that the City would have an election on August 25, 2015.

Mr. Tim Oliver indicated that their bridge project had savings that allowed them to do
additional work. The new bridge is now open. The Community is also looking to hire a new
transit driver.

Ms. Dana Owsiany indicated that the City of Surprise had reduced the number of lanes on
Bullard Road to add bicycle and pedestrian improvements. The neighborhood in the area
appears to support the reduction, but commuters appear not to support the change.

13. Next Meeting Date 

The Vice Chair indicated that the next meeting of the Street Committee will be on Tuesday,
September 8, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. in the MAG Offices, Ironwood Room.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:28 PM.
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