
MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

STREET COMMITTEE

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 10:00 a.m.
MAG Offices, Suite 300,

302 North First Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85003

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Chris Hauser, El Mirage, Chair
Eric Boyles for Susan Anderson, ADOT
Emile Schmid, Apache Junction
David Janover, Avondale

* Jose Heredia, Buckeye
Kevin Lair, Chandler

@Ed Stillings for Aryan Lirange, FHWA
* Wayne Costa, Florence

Gregory McDowell for Tim Oliver, Gila
      River Indian Community

Ken Morgan, Gilbert
Patrick Sage, Glendale

* Hugh Bigalk, Goodyear
* Bill Fay, City of Maricopa

Maria Angelica Deeb, Mesa

Robert Woodring, Maricopa  County
Mike Gillespie, Litchfield Park

* James Shano, Paradise Valley
Jenny Grote, Phoenix
John Kraft for Scott Bender, Pinal County
Ben Wilson, Peoria

* Janet Martin, Queen Creek
Jennifer Jack, Salt River Pima-Maricopa

      Indian Community
Andrew Merkley for Phil Kercher, Scottsdale
Dana Owsiany, Surprise
German Piedrahita, Tempe

# Jamie McCracken, Tolleson
# Grant Anderson, Youngtown

* Members neither present nor represented by Proxy
# Members attending by phone
@Ex-officio member, non voting member

OTHERS PRESENT 

Warren White, Chandler
Teri Kennedy, MAG

David Massey, MAG
Stephen Tate, MAG

1. Call to Order

Chair Chris Hauser called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m.

2. Introductions and Attendance

A roll call of members attending the meeting was conducted. The following member agencies
were not represented at the meeting: Buckeye, Florence, Goodyear, City of Maricopa, Paradise
Valley and Queen Creek.
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3 Approval of the January 12, 2016 Meeting Minutes

The Chair informed the Committee that revised minutes of the January 12, 2016 meeting were
on the table before them and asked that members take a few minutes to review them.

Ms. Maria Angelica Deeb moved approval of the revised minutes. Mr. Kevin Lair seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously.

4. Call to the Audience

No members of the audience requested to speak before the Committee. 

5. Transportation Programming Manager’s Report

Ms. Kennedy briefed the Committee.  She noted that ADOT had released a call for safety
projects and that applications are available on the MAG website. The Safety Committee will
address applications at their meeting on April 26, 2016.

ADOT is also holding a workshop on the 5311 rural transit. More information may be obtained
on the ADOT website.

6. Arterial Life Cycle Program Project Changes Technical Review: Southern Avenue at Higley
Road

Mr. John Bullen provided a brief introduction. He noted that the Arterial Life-Cycle (ALCP)
program is the financial mechanism established by the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) to
manage arterial projects identified in the Plan. MAG policies require Street Committee review
for proposed ALCP project changes that affect either the scope of the project or substitute a new
project for the original project.

The change requests before the Committee uses the new ALCP change tool developed pursuant
to the MAG Congestion Management Process. This tool assess project changes according to the
following nine criteria:

- Average Annual Weekday Travel
- Volume to Capacity Ration
- Peak PM Volume
- Peak AM Volume
- Crash Rates by Vehicle Miles of Travel Relative to City-Wide Average
- Serious Crashes divided by Fatalities for Structural Cases Only
- Segment of Regional Importance
- Complete Streets
- Economic Development Access

Ms. Maria Angelica Deeb then presented each of the Mesa requests. She noted that Mesa was
requesting changes to four projects. The changes extend an existing ALCP projects, do not
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request additional regional funds, include safety and capacity improvements, and were developed
following either an alignment study or completion of a Design Concept Report.

The first project change request is to extend the Southern Avenue from Greenfield Road to
to1,000 feet east of Higley Road. The project will include the following:

- At Higley Road, widen the intersection in the eastbound direction to construct a third thru lane.

- Finish the southwest corner of the intersection.

- Widen the southbound departure side to a standard width which will provide north and 
southbound bike lanes.

- Construct medians in all four approaches of the intersection with Higly Road including
directional ramps.

- Update driveways.

- Install ITS conduit and replace video with loop detectors.

The original project has a change tool rating of 0.8 and the proposed project has a rating of 1.3.

The Chair asked about the replacement of video cameras. Ms. Deeb indicated that Mesa obtains
better data with loop detectors.

Ms. Jenny Grote asked  if the removal of the cameras was a citywide policy and focused on cost
savings. Ms. Deeb indicated it was only for the three projects.

Mr. John Kraft asked if the cost estimate for the project was $5.3 million. Ms. Deeb confirmed
the cost estimate.

Mr. Kraft moved approval of the Mesa request as identified in the meeting agenda. Mr. Grant
Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

7. Arterial Life Cycle Program Project Changes Technical Review: Southern Avenue at Lindsay
Road

The second project change is to extend Southern Avenue from west of Gilbert Road to 1,000 feet
east of Val Vista Drive. The project will:

- At the intersections of Lindsay Road and Gilbert Road, install medians at the approaches.

- The Lindsay Road intersection will have new directional ramps at each corner and a four foot
raised median with single left turns at the east and west approaches.

-The curb and gutter at the southeast and southwest corners will be relocated towards the center
of Lindsay Road to reduce pedestrian crossing time and align the north and south approaches.
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The original project has a change tool rating of 0.9 and the proposed project has a rating of 1.25.

Mr. Mike Gillespie moved approval of the Mesa  request as identified in the meeting agenda. Mr.
Grant Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

8. Arterial Life Cycle Program Project Changes Technical Review: Val Vista Drive: Baseline Road
to Southern Avenue

The third project change request extends the Val Vista Drive, Baseline Road to Southern Avenue
project to Pueblo. The project will:

- Accommodate tapers and ensure the pavement is properly treated.

- Widen Val Vista Drive to a six lane cross section with raised a median at the intersection with
Val Vista.

- Widen Southern Avenue at Val Vista Drive to allow three through lanes for approximately.
1,700 ft., then taper.

- Directional ADA ramps are to be considered.

- Install ITS conduit and replace video for loops.

- Construct new or upgraded curb, gutter, sidewalk and ramps as required.

The original project has a change tool rating of 0.8 and the proposed project has a rating of 0.9.

Mr. John Kraft moved approval of the Mesa request as identified in the meeting agenda. Mr.
Kevin Lair seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

9. Arterial Life Cycle Program Project Changes Technical Review: University Drive: Higley Road
to Hawes Road

The fourth project change request is to extend the University Drive project from Higley Road to
88th Street. The project will:

- Result in a five lane cross section with two through lanes in each direction and a continuous
center lane.

- Bike lanes and street lights will be added on both sides.

- Add right turn bays at varied locations.

- Acquired an additional 10 feet of right of way on the south side of University Drive.

- Add a lane of travel on the south side of University Drive from Sossaman to the eastern limits
of the vacant parcel in the project scope.
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- Add approximately 825 linear feet of conduit for future fiber installation. Fiber will not be
added as part of the project.

The original project has a change tool rating of 0.9 and the proposed project has a rating of 0.8.
The reason for the decline is probably due to over sensitivity to changes in the number of crashes
and lack of congestion for the current and proposed project.

Mr. Kraft noted that the cost appears low.  Ms Deeb noted that the cost was low as the project
does not require full reconstruction of pavement.

Ms. Grote asked if the decision not to include fiber was to reduce costs. Ms. Deeb indicated that
the laying of fiber was part of another project and that the installation of fiber would primarily
consist of pulling cable through conduit and would not require tearing up of pavement.

Mr. Kevin Lair moved approval of the Mesa request as identified in the meeting agenda. Mr.
Emile Schmid seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously

10. Briefing on the FAST ACT

Ms. Kennedy briefed the Committee. She noted that information on FAST Act funding is being
released incrementally. The FAST Act has increased this year’s obligation authority by 1.12
percent and has increased overall federal funding by 3.05 percent. The Act also provides a slight
increase of STP funding available to MAG. This helps redress reductions from MAP-21.

It is not possible to provide an exact estimate of federal funding available for this fiscal year. The
closing out of projects may release additional federal funding and the deferral of projects to
future years may release more funding.

For this year’s closeout, MAG has received approximately $7.6 million in requests. In January,
the Transportation Review Committee extended the closeout to include $1.5 million for design
projects. Requests for this design funding are due by February 11, 2016. 

Later this year MAG will address closeout funding for ALCP projects. Approximately $12.7
million in unused obligation authority is estimated to be available for the ALCP closeout.

Ms. Kennedy then noted that agencies who have received closeout funding for design projects
need to work closely with ADOT to complete the needed authorization by the start of June. She
then asked Mr. Eric Boyles to comment.

Mr. Boyles encouraged agencies with design projects to contact him and submit project initiation
letters. He noted that for agencies that are not certification accepted need to complete an
Intergovernmental Agreement with ADOT. This task can be time consuming.

Ms. Kennedy concluded her presentation by reiterating the deadline for design closeout requests
and noting that the Transportation Review Committee would consider the requests at their
February meeting.  
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11. Request for Future Agenda Items

No member requested a future agenda item.

12. Member Agency Update

Ms. Deeb suggested that MAG develop a memo to help member agencies address requirements
for locally owned NHS facilities. Mr. Warren White concurred with Ms. Deeb’s suggestion and
noted that FHWA should be involved.

Ms. Grote indicated that she would like to see an item on “Smart Cities” requests from Arizona.
She noted that the City of Phoenix had recently hired Justin Feek from ADOT. She concluded
by noting that the ITE/IMSA meeting will be held on March 2nd at the Embassy Suites in
Paradise Valley.

Mr. Ben Wilson noted that Peoria had an opening for its Public Works Director position.

13. Next Meeting Date

The next regular Street Committee meeting is be scheduled for Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at 1:00
p.m. in the MAG Offices, Ironwood Room.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 1:37 PM.
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