
February 17, 2015

TO: Members of the MAG Solid Waste Advisory Committee

FROM: Ramona Simpson, Queen Creek, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 - 10:00 a.m.
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Ironwood Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the MAG Solid Waste Advisory Committee has been scheduled for the time and place noted above. 
Members of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee may attend the meeting either in person, by videoconference
or by telephone conference call.  Those attending by videoconference must notify the MAG site three business
days prior to the meeting.  If you have any questions regarding the meeting, please contact Chair Simpson or Julie
Hoffman at 602-254-6300.

Please park in the garage underneath the building, bring your ticket, and parking will be validated.  For those using
transit, Valley Metro/Regional Public Transportation Authority will provide transit tickets for your trip.  For those
using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

In 1996, the Regional Council approved a simple majority quorum for all MAG advisory committees.  If the MAG
Solid Waste Advisory Committee does not meet the quorum requirement, members who arrived at the meeting
will be instructed a legal meeting cannot occur and subsequently be dismissed.  Your attendance at the meeting
is strongly encouraged.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please make arrangements for a proxy from your
entity to represent you.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis of
disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request a reasonable
accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Jason Stephens at the MAG office.  Requests
should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.



TENTATIVE AGENDA

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

1. Call to Order

2. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members
of the public to address the Solid Waste
Advisory Committee on items not scheduled
on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of
MAG, or on items on the agenda for
discussion but not for action.  Members of the
public will be requested not to exceed a three
minute time period for their comments.  A
total of 15 minutes will be provided for the
Call to the Audience agenda item, unless the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee requests an
exception to this limit.  Please note that those
wishing to comment on action agenda items
will be given an opportunity at the time the
item is heard. 

2. For information.

3. Approval of the September 16, 2014 Meeting
Minutes

3. Review and approve the September 16, 2014
meeting minutes.

4. MAG Online Map Viewer Websites

MAG staff has developed several interactive
map viewer websites which include
demographic information from the Census,
current employment information, and long-
range population and employment projections. 
Users are able to create maps, charts, and
reports that are exportable for use in
presentations or other reports.  MAG
interactive map viewers can be accessed from
the MAG website: http://ims.azmag.gov/.  A
demonstration of the Demographic Map
Viewer, Employment Map Viewer, and
Projections Map Viewer will be provided.

4. For information and discussion.

5. Household Hazardous Waste Survey Results

On December 18, 2014, a survey was
distributed to the MAG member agencies on
household hazardous waste.  The MAG Solid

5. For information and discussion.

http://ims.azmag.gov/


Waste Advisory Committee has expressed
interest in collecting information on household
hazardous waste programs to assist the MAG
member agencies with addressing challenges
and identifying potential opportunities
associated with household hazardous waste.
The results from the survey also provide a
regional perspective of the household
hazardous waste services offered in the region. 
An overview of the responses will be
provided. 

6. Promotional Products Request for Proposals

The East Valley cities and towns coordinated a
Request for Proposals (RFP) for recycling
specific and general promotional products to
be used for education and outreach events.  A
cooperative contract has been awarded and
other communities may be included.  A brief
overview will be provided.

6. For information and discussion.

7. Call for Future Agenda Items

The Chair will invite the Committee members
to suggest future agenda items.  

7. For information and discussion.

8. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity will be provided for Solid
Waste Advisory Committee members to
present a brief summary of current events. 
The Committee is not allowed to propose,
discuss, deliberate or take action at the
meeting on any matter in the summary, unless
the specific matter is properly noticed for legal
action.

8. For information.



MINUTES OF THE 
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, September 16, 2014
MAG Office Building

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Ramona Simpson, Queen Creek, Chair
* Rhonda Humbles, Peoria, Vice Chair

Javier Machuca for Cindy Blackmore, Avondale
John Minear, Buckeye

# Sheree Sepulveda, Chandler
* Robert Senita, El Mirage

Jack Minkalis for Gilbert
# Christina Betz, Glendale

Willy Elizondo, Goodyear
* Chuck Ransom, Litchfield Park

Patrick Murphy, Mesa
* Jerry Cooper, Paradise Valley
* Christine Smith, Phoenix

Richard Allen, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
   Indian Community
Manuel Castillo, Scottsdale

# Ed Duncan for Surprise
Charles Bladine, Tempe

* Helen Heiden, Arizona Chamber of
   Commerce and Industry
J.B. Shaw for Robin Thomas, Arizona
    Department of Environmental Quality

* Jill Bernstein, Keep Arizona Beautiful
* Brian Kehoe, Maricopa County

Wendy Crites, Salt River Project
Chris Coyle, Valley Forward

*Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
#Attended by telephone conference call.

OTHERS PRESENT

Julie Hoffman, Maricopa Association of 
    Governments
Kara Johnson, Maricopa Association of 

    Governments
Nancy Nesky, Arizona Public Service
Tony Miano, City of Tempe

Susan Avans, City of Buckeye
Scott Pearson, MACK
Miguel Aceves, Civil & Environmental
   Consultants, Inc.
Scott Johnson, Civil & Environmental
   Consultants, Inc.

1. Call to Order

A meeting of the MAG Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) was conducted on Tuesday,
September 16, 2014.  Ramona Simpson, Town of Queen Creek, Chair, called the meeting to order
at approximately 10:00 a.m.  Sheree Sepulveda, City of Chandler; Ed Duncan, City of Surprise; and
Christina Betz, City of Glendale, attended the meeting via telephone conference call. Chair Simpson
encouraged Committee members to speak into the microphones so that the audience and
teleconferencing members can hear. 
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Chair Simpson indicated that copies of the handouts for the meeting are available. She noted for
members attending through audio conference, the presentations for the meeting will be posted on the
MAG website under Resources for the Committee agenda, whenever possible. If it is not possible
to post them before the meeting, they will be posted after the meeting.

2. Call to the Audience

Chair Simpson provided an opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee on
items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG or items on the agenda
for discussion, but not for action.  She noted that according to the MAG public comment process,
members of the audience who wish to speak are requested to fill out comment cards, which are
available on the tables adjacent to the doorways inside the meeting room.  Citizens are asked not to
exceed a three minute time period for their comments.  Chair Simpson noted that no public comment
cards had been received.  

3. Approval of the May 20, 2014 Meeting Minutes

The Committee reviewed the minutes from the May 20, 2014 meeting.  Willy Elizondo, City of
Goodyear, moved, and Chris Coyle, Valley Forward, seconded and the motion to approve the May
20, 2014 meeting minutes carried unanimously.

4. City of Tucson Compost Program

Fran LaSala, City of Tucson, provided an overview of the City of Tucson Compost Program.  He
stated that the program is exciting and unique.  Mr. LaSala discussed how Tucson was looking to
do more with their waste stream.  He noted that the term zero waste is not used in the Tucson
Environmental Services Department; the term waste diversion is used. Mr. LaSala stated that a
Tucson waste diversion study has been approved.  He reported that approximately 80 percent of
materials going into the landfill can be recycled or composted.  Mr. LaSala commented that the City
of Phoenix may be able to provide insightful data on the subject once the results of their study are
released.  He indicated that Tucson was already recycling and the next big component was
composting.  Mr. LaSala mentioned that proposing a composting program is challenging when tip
fees are approximately $17-$18 per ton which can make it more affordable to landfill as opposed to
recycling and composting.  He noted that this is not common in other parts of the country.  Mr.
LaSala added that despite the low tipping fees, composting is the right thing to do for the
environment. 

Mr. LaSala discussed the Compost Cats: a student government-run program at the University of
Arizona.  Originally the Compost Cats were given some land on the University of Arizona
agricultural farm to start composting.  The program started off with food waste from campus which
quickly expanded in partnering with 13 businesses such as Starbucks and Whole Foods for food
waste diversion.  In the beginning, the program provided the businesses with 35 gallon containers
that would be collected using a lift truck.  Mr. LaSala noted that food waste weighs approximately
five pounds per gallon therefore many of the containers would weigh over 150 pounds.  He stated
that the students would manually empty and clean the containers.  Mr. LaSala indicated that the City
of Tucson connected with the Compost Cats when the Reid Park Zoo approached the City of Tucson
with regard to hauling elephant manure to the Compost Cats.  Within six months, the City of Tucson
and the University of Arizona signed an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to begin hauling
elephant waste to the Compost Cats with no tipping fees.  Mr. LaSala indicated that the Compost
Cats moved from the campus to the Tohono O’odham Nation which is approximately 15 miles south
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of Tucson.  The Tohono O’odham Nation offered the Compost Cats 10 acres of free land and all the
water needed for operations.  

Mr. LaSala discussed the City of Tucson and Compost Cats partnership.  The City of Tucson took
over the food and zoo waste collection for the Compost Cats.  Mr. LaSala commented that the
students were pleased that collection operations were going to be provided by the City of Tucson. 
He noted that the students involved in the Compost Cats love the work that they are doing and they
perform all the aspects of the composting process which includes equipment operation.  The City
of Tucson approached all of the business partners providing food waste.  During the pilot phase of
the one year Compost Program, Tucson decided to charge the same fee that the Compost Cats had:
$20 per month for once a week collection and $40 per month for twice a week collection.  Mr.
LaSala indicated that after the one year pilot phase ends, the collection fee may change.  He stated
that there is no tip fee and that this price only accounts for the truck in the collection process, not the
other components such as labor.  Mr. LaSala mentioned that Whole Foods is a great partner due to
their corporate policy that includes composting food waste. 

Mr. LaSala stated that the City of Tucson began the pilot phase of the Compost Program in July. 
Tucson began running the program differently in that they gave businesses 95 gallon containers,
however the 95 gallon containers were too heavy.  He stated that the trucks experienced difficulty
lifting 95 gallon containers of food waste and that there was issues with the containers leaking.  The
program quickly switched to 65 gallon containers with a yellow fill line inside.  Mr. LaSala stated
that in the beginning the City attempted to weigh all the containers collected, however this became
a safety hazard due to the weight of the containers.  He noted that the first few weeks of the program
were challenging.  Mr. LaSala explained that the City was operating the hauling operations and
frequency differently than the Compost Cats.  He commented that odor control was a concern,
however he reported that the containers smell very little even during the hot summer months.  

Mr. LaSala reported that the Compost Program has been hauling approximately four tons of food
waste and approximately 15 tons of manure from the Reid Park Zoo each week.  He commented that
even with no advertising of the pilot program the City receives calls every day from residents,
restaurants, and businesses about interest in the composting program.  Mr. LaSala noted that it is not
anticipated that the City will provide residential food waste collection or composting in the near
future due to high cost.  However, a company called Scraps on Scraps in Tucson is offering
residential food waste collection by providing a five gallon, air tight container that they will collect
every two weeks for $14 per month. 

Mr. LaSala discussed that the initial goal of the Compost Program was to educate people on
composting and how easy it can be.  Mr. LaSala noted that the region is good for composting due
to the warm climate and access to water.  He noted that residential education on how to compost will
be a focus as the program expands.   

Mr. LaSala stated that the Reid Park Zoo saves approximately $25,000 per year by composting as
opposed to landfilling the manure.  He noted that the City of Tucson Parks and Recreation
Department learned of the savings at the zoo and the Parks and Recreation Department is now
providing their green waste for composting.  The Tucson Compost Program is also hauling green
waste from golf courses. 

Mr. LaSala stated that no advertising has been conducted on the Compost Program since it is a pilot
program.  He noted that the Compost Program has one dedicated truck.  A grocery store chain had
contacted the City about food waste collection of all of their stores, however the City will only be
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bringing three online at a time until the program can expand further.  Mr. LaSala indicated that
eventually the Compost Program will expand into front-load truck service.  He discussed the
opportunities for expansion.  Mr. LaSala mentioned that the City has been unable to include some
restaurants due to location and distance from the route.  He added that many large corporations have
green initiatives written into their corporate policies.

Mr. LaSala summarized the Compost Program.  He stated that a key that really makes the program
work is the agreement between the University of Arizona and the Tohono O’odham Nation.  The
Tohono O’odham Nation provides the land and water in exchange for up to 20 percent of the
compost produced.  The Compost Cats also support other community gardens and farms.  Mr. LaSala
indicated that some Tucson restaurants source where they get their food; in some instances those
farms are supported by the compost produced within Tucson.  Closing the loop is a selling point of
the Compost Program.  Mr. LaSala stated other selling points for businesses include the quantity of
materials that are not being throwing away and how much they are saving by potentially reducing
trash pickups.  He noted that the Tucson Recycling Program is saving customers money and can now
potentially save them more money with the Compost Program.  Mr. LaSala mentioned that the City
of Tucson has more services to offer in which they are now able to compete with the private
companies for commercial business.  He stated that the Compost Program is creating green jobs for
students and working collaboratively with one another.  The Compost Program is still preliminary,
however it has come a long way since the City of Tucson and the Compost Cats began discussions
in June 2013.  Mr. LaSala indicated that the City of Tucson will move the Compost Program forward
if possible. 

Mr. Elizondo asked when the pilot phase will be complete.  Mr. LaSala replied that the pilot phase
ends in June 2015.  He stated that in June of next year, the Environmental Services Department will
propose rates to the Tucson City Council.  Mr. LaSala reported that the first quarter numbers will
be evaluated in October to assess the operation and rates of the pilot program.  He reported that in
the current model, any weight, whether 500 pounds or 2,000 pounds, costs the same amount.  Mr.
LaSala mentioned a potential weight based rate.  He reviewed that currently there is one truck for
one route, however this may not be sufficient after the pilot phase. 

Chair Simpson noted that 20 percent of the compost goes to the Tohono O’odham Nation, however
she inquired about the end use of the other 80 percent.  Mr. LaSala responded that the Compost Cats
sell compost, and are bagging the product to be sold at Whole Foods stores in Tucson in about one
month.  He indicated that the compost produced has received the US Composting Council
Certification. 

Chair Simpson asked about the end use product if the Compost Program expands.  She mentioned
sending product to farmers as a large scale option.  Mr. LaSala replied that the Tohono O’odham
Nation farms are quite large and more than 20 percent may end up going to support that farm.  He
mentioned that growth is a concern.  Mr. LaSala indicated that one concern is of the Compost Cats
ability to manage the volume of the food waste.  The Compost Cats have agreed to treat all of the
material provided, however soon they will have to get more equipment for the program.  He stated
that growth needs to occur in a slow, strategic fashion for both the City of Tucson with regard to
hauling operations and the Compost Cats ability to process the material.  

Mr. LaSala discussed that this past summer the graduate student from the University of Arizona who
founded the Compost Cats Program now has a position within the School of Sustainability to expand
the program.  He stated that the founder can now look at the budget for equipment for the program. 
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Chair Simpson commented on the Arizona Recycling Coalition Conference.  Mr. LaSala stated that
the conference will take place on October 22, 2014 in Gilbert and the name of the conference is
Beyond the Bin.  He indicated that it is the only conference in Arizona that is solely dedicated to
recycling and waste diversion.  Mr. LaSala noted that more information is available on the website:
www.arizonarecyclingcoalition.org. 

Chair Simpson stated that SWANA is holding a certification training September 30, 2014 through
October 2, 2014.  She thanked Mr. LaSala for the overview of the City of Tucson Compost Program. 

6. Arizona Department of Environmental Quality Arizona Recycling Advisory Committee Activities
  

Beth Hagar, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, provided a presentation on the Arizona
Recycling Advisory Committee (ARAC).  She stated that she is the Director of Public Affairs for
the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), also known as the legislative liaison. 
Ms. Hagar stated that she is working with J.B. Shaw, Recycling Coordinator at ADEQ, on a request
to the legislature.  

Ms. Hagar provided background on the Arizona Recycling Advisory Committee.  She stated that
ARAC was established in 1990 to review grant requests and then advise the ADEQ Director.  Ms.
Hagar indicated that ARAC had not met in a while due to the recent economic downturn and funding
no longer being available.  She noted that the funds are still in the Solid Waste Fund, however
ADEQ does not have access to the monies.  ARAC is seeking access to the fund to reestablish the
grant program.  Ms. Hagar explained that ARAC is not seeking State General Fund monies or more
funding in any area and this request would not increase costs.  In previous years, numerous grants
were given out that positively impacted communities in Arizona; ARAC would like to have access
to the funds in order to provide grants again.  Ms. Hagar reported that the ARAC has reconvened and
held two meetings with an upcoming meeting in November.  The Arizona Recycling Advisory
Committee is currently working to lobby this issue in the upcoming session.  Ms. Hagar stated that
ADEQ does not keep any of this fund and that none of the monies are used for administrative costs. 
She stated that ADEQ is a pass through for the money to be dispersed through grants to Arizona
communities for recycling programs. 

Ms. Hagar discussed that the ARAC goal is to have the Recycling Grant Program receive an
appropriation from the Recycling Fund.  She noted that those funds are currently not being utilized. 
Ms. Hagar stated that the target audience for this request is the 52nd Legislature, Legislature Majority
Staff, the Arizona Governor, and Policy Advisors.  She indicated that the appropriation request will
be in the 2015 ADEQ Executive Budget Request (EBR) that is sent to the Governor’s office.  Ms.
Hagar noted that the appropriation request has been included in the past couple years, however was
not added into the final budget.  She provided background on the process.  Ms. Hagar explained that
the Governor’s office reviews the EBR that has been submitted.  She noted that there will be a new
Governor and that the process could change.  Ms. Hagar announced that the EBR will be submitted
to Governor Brewer.  It is her understanding that Governor Brewer’s staff will review the EBR, just
as they have done in past years, and prepare recommendations.  The recommendations and analysis
would then be given to the new Governor.  The new Governor will then decide.  The Governor
usually releases their proposed budget in January.  Ms. Hagar noted that this is not the final budget,
however it would be beneficial if this provision was included in the Governor’s proposed budget. 
She commented that it is much easier to keep a provision in the proposed budget rather than getting
it added through the legislative process.  Ms. Hagar clarified that the grant program will not affect
the General Fund and ADEQ is simply seeking permission for the ARAC to review grants and have
access to the funds for the grants.  
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Ms. Hagar described the ARAC advocacy plan which includes: post-election, familiarizing new and
returning Legislators with the appropriation request and focus advocacy efforts during the 2015
Legislative session on the inclusion of the recycling grant appropriation in the proposed and final
budget passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor.  She mentioned that we are between
the primary election and the major election in November, however she encouraged everyone after
the election to find out what legislative district they reside and who their Legislators are.  Ms. Hagar
added ARAC is looking to work with other interested stakeholders to successfully carry the request
through the legislative process.  Ms. Hagar indicated that the ARAC will be providing advocacy
letters to Legislators with follow up calls and engagement actions.  If the provision makes it into the
budget, the focus will be to advocate the importance of this to leadership in the Arizona House of
Representatives and the Senate.  Ms. Hagar noted that it is important to communicate to leadership
that no State General Fund savings would occur if they were to remove the appropriation.  If the
provision does not make it into the budget, ADEQ will work with individuals in the House of
Representatives and the Senate on the importance of the issue. 

Ms. Hagar discussed the legislative districts.  She stated that to determine which legislative and
congressional districts one resides or does business in, people can go to “How do I find my
Legislators?” on www.azleg.gov.  She indicated that updates on the November 4, 2014 election and
information on new Legislators can be found at www.azsos.gov/election. 

Ms. Hagar stated that ARAC is looking for support of the recycling grant program.  She stated that
herself and J.B. Shaw are available to help and answer any questions.  The ARAC is trying to build
a statewide coalition behind the issue through the ARAC.  Ms. Hagar indicated that if anyone is
interested in joining the advocacy group to contact herself or J.B. Shaw.  Ms. Hagar stated that action
alerts will be sent out on the issue throughout the legislative process.  She reviewed that if you are
speaking with your Legislators, it is important to communicate that this request has no impact on the
State General Fund and that 100 percent of the grant money goes out into the communities
throughout Arizona.  If anyone is interested in partnering, it would be greatly appreciated.

Chair Simpson inquired if language is available.  J. B. Shaw, Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality, replied that draft language and other information is available.  He indicated that data on
grants that have been awarded to your area in the past is also available.  Chair Simpson thanked Ms.
Hagar for her presentation on the advocacy of the Arizona Recycling Advisory Committee. 

5. Household Hazardous Waste Update

Julie Hoffman, Maricopa Association of Governments, provided an update on Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW).  She stated that as part of the May 20, 2014 meeting, the Committee discussed the
challenges and opportunities, with regard to HHW.  Following that meeting in August, small
informal discussions occurred in the East Valley and West Valley to further the dialogue on HHW. 
Ms. Hoffman indicated that additional information was provided, as well as, detailed discussion on
HHW programs.  She added that there is wide variety in the HHW programs in the region; the East
Valley operates some permanent HHW facilities and the West Valley primarily holds HHW
collection events.  One of the major concerns discussed was cost of HHW programs and existing
contracts.  Ms. Hoffman stated that the idea for a potential survey on the services, costs, and
providers for HHW across the region was mentioned in the discussions. 

Ms. Hoffman discussed a survey on HHW in the region.  Ms. Hoffman stated that the idea of a
regional contract was discussed at the informal discussions, however it is important to assess the
HHW services that are currently in place in the region.  She mentioned that Maricopa County
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recently executed contracts with four vendors for HHW that became effective in July 2014.  Ms.
Hoffman added that Gilbert provided information on a Mohave County contract.  The survey would
collect information on services in the valley.  Ms. Hoffman asked if a survey would be of value to
the MAG member agencies.  Ms. Hoffman asked that if Committee members are interested in a
survey what information would be useful in obtaining. 

Chair Simpson inquired about what questions would be helpful on the requested survey.  She stated
that Committee members can email Ms. Hoffman with survey questions.  Ms. Hoffman added to also
include if the survey is useful to the MAG member agencies.  She noted that discussion on the costs
of particular services was mentioned at the regional discussions.  Chair Simpson added that even for
communities with permanent HHW facilities, there are still end user contract costs for services that
could be beneficial for another community.  This survey may give member agencies a chance to
work together on economies of scale to reduce costs or reduce events.  Chair Simpson encouraged
Committee members to email questions for the survey to MAG and to participate in the survey.  She
commented on addressing and potentially working together on the focus of HHW between events
to make sure that HHW does not get put in the landfill, poured down the drain, or placed on the curb. 

Sheree Sepulveda, City of Chandler, inquired about seeking information on a broader scale than just
Maricopa County and local communities.  Ms. Hoffman indicated that contracts from other cities,
towns, or counties can be included.  She mentioned a contract from Mohave County.  Ms. Hoffman
stated that any contracts that could be beneficial for the region can be shared.  

Mr. Shaw responded that ADEQ would find HHW vendors, dates, and locations helpful because
many calls are placed to ADEQ looking for that information.  He stated that a centralized location
for all of this information would be beneficial, as well as, being able to provide this information to
other regions in Arizona.

Mr. Allen replied that HHW costs are high, however the human cost of exposing workers,
equipment, and the environment to harmful products when HHW is not properly disposed is even
higher.  He indicated that stressing education on proper HHW disposal methods to the community
is important.  Chair Simpson responded that a question on education and outreach can be included
in the survey because it is important for the region to have disposal methods, but residents need to
be educated on these methods.  She stated that samples of HHW education and outreach would be
appreciated.  

Chair Simpson encouraged Committee members to provide MAG with any information that would
be helpful to include on the survey.

Patrick Murphy, City of Mesa, inquired if a web share page could be utilized.  Ms. Hoffman
responded that she would report back. 

7. Call for Future Agenda Items

Chair Smith provided the opportunity for Committee members to suggest future agenda items.  She
stated that the next meeting has been tentatively scheduled for November 20, 2014.  She mentioned
potentially visiting Duncan Farms this Fall for an information session on their compost operations. 

Chair Simpson indicated that the survey will be a future agenda item. 
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Mr. Coyle inquired about an update on the City of Glendale waste-to-energy facility.  Ms. Betz
replied that the facility has been constructed, however the facility is still in the test phase and active
commercial operations have not begun. 

Chair Simpson added that an update can be provided by the City of Phoenix on Reimagine Phoenix. 
She noted the interest from the Committee on participation in the Reimagine Phoenix activities.  She
stated that emails can be directed to MAG staff if other agenda items are of interest. 

8. Comments from the Committee

Chair Simpson asked for any comments from the Committee. 

John Minear, City of Buckeye, inquired about MAG support to the recycling grant appropriation. 
Ms. Hoffman replied that the MAG Regional Council is the decision making body of MAG.  The
purpose of the presentation today was to inform the cities and towns on the efforts of ARAC. 

Chair Simpson displayed the bag for the Queen Creek Textile Recycling Program that will launch
in October.  Residents can place textiles such as clothing, sheets, and shoes in the new bag which
would then be placed directly in the blue recycling bin.  Chair Simpson stated that Queen Creek
works with their recycling vendors that will recycle the textiles into home installation that will then
be sold in home improvement stores.  She indicated that the program is mainly funded by the Queen
Creek partner sponsors: Rio Salado College and the Olive Mill.  Chair Simpson added that United
Fibers will donate 10 cents for every pound of textile collected that will benefit the Boys and Girls
Club in Queen Creek.  She mentioned that Queen Creek has been working for many months with
bag manufacturers to make sure the bag was designed to lessen contamination issues.  Chair
Simpson also mentioned the East Valley Recycling Alliance.

Mr. Shaw thanked those who participated in the ADEQ waste diversion survey in which the results
are posted online.  All of the municipality recycling programs are listed in the results, as well.  Mr.
Shaw stated that the ADEQ survey results were compared to the MAG Solid Waste Advisory
Committee  results and there was an increase in recycling.  He encouraged the Committee to review
the results and to make sure their programs are listed.  

Mr. Elizondo indicated that Goodyear, Avondale, Tolleson, and Litchfield Park will be holding their
next HHW event the first Saturday in November.  He added that the City of Goodyear has been
looking into advertising water conservation on the solid waste trucks.  The idea was brought forward
by a senior driver who noted that additional advertising can occur if the signs on the trucks are
flipped over to reveal another message.  Mr. Elizondo noted that the trucks now hold 48 signs instead
of 24.  

With no further comments, Chair Simpson thanked the Committee for participating and called for
adjournment of the meeting at approximately 11:15 a.m.
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