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What is the National Transit Database? 

• Established by Congress 
• Title 49 U.S.C. 5335(a) 

• Primary Source for Information and Statistics on U.S. 
Transit Systems 

• Annual NTD Report to Congress – Service & Safety 

• 5307 & 5311 Recipients – Annual Report 

• NTD Data Used to Apportion Funds 

• NTD Website 
http://www.ntdprogram.gov/ntdprogram/ 

http://www.ntdprogram.gov/ntdprogram/


NTD History 

• 1974 – Section 15 Reporting System Created 

• 1978 – 5307 Recipients Required to Report 

• 1981 – First Section 15 (NTD) Report Published 

• 1982 – NTD Data Used to Apportion Funds 

• 1992 – Initial Use of HTF for Transit 

• 1995 – Section 15 Renamed NTD 

• 2002 – Monthly Safety, Security, Ridership 

• 2006 – Launched Rural NTD Reporting 

 



NTD Report 

• Online Reporting System 
• Submitted Annually – Oct. 31 for June 30 FY 
• Sampling or 100% Count 
• Validation and Closeout Process 
• Report by Mode and Type of Service 
• NTD Policy Manual 
• Data Forms 

• Identification Forms 
• Financial Forms 
• Asset Forms 
• Service Forms 
• Resource Forms 
• Federal Funding Allocation Statistics Form 
• CEO Certification Form 

 

 

 



Identification Forms (B) 

• Reporter Name 
• NTD ID 
• Organization Type 
• UZA’s Served 

• Service Area 

• Service Area Population 

• Contractual Relationships 
• Transit service contracts 

• Type of contract 

• Key financial and operational characteristics 

 

 



Financial Forms (F) 

• Sources of Funds 
• Fares 
• Other – advertising, concession 
• Local government – general, dedicated transit 
• State government – general, dedicated transit 
• Federal government – by FTA program 

• Funds Expended on Capital 
• Capital asset type – admin bldg., maint, bldg., rev. vehicle, etc. 

• Funds Expended on Operations 
• Vehicle operations 
• Vehicle maintenance 
• Non-vehicle maintenance 
• General administration 
• ADA related expenses 

 



Asset Forms (A) 

• Stations and Maintenance Facilities 
• Number 
• Owned or leased (maintenance facilities) 
• Size (maintenance facilities) 
• ADA accessible or non-ADA (passenger stations) 

• Transit Way Mileage 
• Controlled access high intensity bus (HOV lane miles) 

• Revenue Vehicle Inventory 
• Type, number, manufacturer, model, year 
• Fuel type, length, capacity, mileage 

 
 



Service Forms (S) 

• Vehicles Operated in Maximum Service 
• Services Supplied 

• Avg. weekday, Saturday, Sunday, annual total 
• Vehicle miles – revenue, deadhead, and total 
• Vehicle hours – revenue, deadhead, and total 

• Services Consumed 
• Avg. weekday, Saturday, Sunday, annual total 
• Unlinked passenger trips 
• Passenger miles traveled 

• Service Operated 
• Days operated 
• Days not operated – strike or officially declared emergency 

• Directional Route Miles 
• Transit exclusive ROW 
• Mixed traffic ROW 
• Shared use HOV/T ROW 

 



Resource Forms (R) 

• Minimal Reporting for Purchased Transportation 
• Maintenance Performance (R-20) 

• Revenue vehicle mechanical system failures 
• Major failures – brakes, doors, engine cooling system, 

steering, axle, suspension 
• Other failures – farebox, wheelchair lift, HVAC 

 



Federal Funding Allocation Statistics (FFA) 

• Funding Apportionment Formula Data 

• Vehicle Revenue Hours 

• Vehicle Revenue Miles 

• Unlinked Passenger Trips 

• Passenger Miles Traveled 

• Operating Expenses 

 
 



CEO Certification Form (D) 

• Declarations by CEO 

• Accuracy of NTD Report 

• Conformance to FTA NTD Manual & USOA 

• Data Submission Verification 

• Financial Data Review Assurance 

• Federal Funding Allocation Review Assurance 

• Passenger Mile and UPT Data Sampling Method 

 
 



NTD Report Audits 

• Independent Auditor Statement for Financial Data 
• FTA approval 
• Initial report 
• Accounting system change 
• Complete by last report revision 

• Independent Auditor Statement for Federal Funding 
Allocation Data 
• Annually 
• Specific auditor assurances required 
• Auditor concur with any validation process changes 
• Complete by report closeout  
• Maintain on file 

 

 

 

 



NTD Report Issues 

• Inaccurate Data 
• Unreasonable, no reasonable explanation 
• Publish as questionable 
• Cannot correct prior years 

• Failure to Report – Monthly or Annual 
• Fail to submit report 
• Submit a late report 
• Submit an incomplete report 
• Fail to respond to validation questions 
• Data excluded from apportionment data 

• Waivers 
• Data – estimate or zero 
• Reporting – no partial report, no data in apportionment formula 
• Passenger Miles Traveled Sampling 
• Independent Auditor Statement for Financial Data 
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