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Presentation Notes

MAG seeks the involvement of the public to obtain their views and concerns regarding future transportation in the region.  This Mid-Phase Public Meeting is one key step in that process. 

Prior to hearing from the public regarding their views and concerns concerning future transportation in the region, we’d like to provide a brief overview of some of the key features of the Draft 2035 Regional Transportation Plan or 2035 RTP.  The RTP is necessarily a lengthy document, so in the interests of time this presentation will focus certain key elements of the Plan.



The RTP Guides Transportation Investments in the Region.

* Provides a long-range blueprint.

» Extends through Fiscal Year 2035.

» Is required to maintain eligibility for federal transportation funding.
* Must be updated at least every four years.

» Draft 2035 RTP continues established plans, priorities and projects.
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The RTP provides a blueprint for development of the transportation system through  FY 2035,  identifying policies, projects and priorities for long-range transportation investments in the MAG region.  

It is required by both federal and state regulations, and must be in place in order to maintain eligibility for federal funding.  

The RTP may be amended periodically and must be updated at least every four years, at which time its target year is extended.  The last  update of the RTP was approved in July 2010.  

The Draft 2035 RTP basically continues the plans, priorities and policies that were established with the major RTP update in 2003 and that have been refined by plan updates in the intervening years.  


The RTP Covers the Expanded MAG Region.
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The 2035 RTP covers an expanded MAG planning area.

On May 9, 2013, the Governor approved an expanded metropolitan planning area for the MAG region. The previous planning area covered Maricopa County and, as shown on this map, the new planning area now extends significantly into Pinal County.

The area was expanded to comply with Federal regulations that metropolitan planning areas must include the existing urbanized area as defined by the census, and the contiguous area expected to become urbanized with a 20-year forecast.
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Growth in the Region will continue to be a major factor in planning for the future. 

Population is forecasted to increase by 54% between 2010 and 2035, from around 4 million to over 6.2 million.   

Employment is projected to increase by 74% during the same period, from 1.7 million to right at 3 million.   (Jobs per person increases by about 13 %.) 

These new forecasts fully reflect the results of the 2010 census, as well as reduced growth expectations due to the major growth recession of the past several years.  




Total Funding — Sources & Uses
(FY 2014-FY 2035, YOE $'s)
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The total funding estimated to be available for the Draft 2035 RTP is $59 billion during the planning period.  It is estimated that about one-half of the funding will come from local sources and one-half from regional sources.

Of the total funding, approximately one-half is applied to the arterial network, one-quarter to transit services, and one-quarter to the freeway system.  These amounts include capital projects, as well as estimated operations and maintenance costs.
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Now, taking a look at some of the modal details, the RTP identifies a future freeway/highway system that has approximately 20% more lane-miles than today’s system.  By 2035, it is estimated that it will carry about 40% of the total daily traffic in the region.  

Expenditures on the system are estimated to total approximately $16.1 billion. The sources of this funding would be about 90% regional and 10% local, while uses would be split approximately 80% capital improvements and 20% operating and maintenance costs.
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Another key element of the regional transportation system is the arterial street network.  The RTP identifies a future arterial network that has approximately 50% more lane-miles than today’s system.  It is estimated that by 20

Expenditures on the system are estimated to total approximately $25.4 billion. The sources of this funding would be about 90% local and 10% regional, while uses would be split approximately one-half capital improvements and one-half operating and maintenance costs.
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The bus network represents another vital transportation service in the region. The RTP identifies a future bus service network that has approximately 20% more bus-miles than today’s system.

Expenditures on the system are estimated to total approximately $10.8 billion. The sources of this funding would be about 60% local and 40% regional, while uses would be split approximately one-quarter capital expenditures and three-quarters operating costs.
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The light-rail-transit/high-capacity-transit system is a second major element of transit service in the region. The RTP identifies a future light-rail-transit/high-capacity-transit system that has three times the total route miles compared today’s system.  It is estimated that by 2035, the light-rail-transit/high-capacity-transit system will account for 38% of the total daily transit boardings in the region.

Expenditures on the system are estimated to total approximately $6.4 billion. The sources of this funding would be approximately 50% local and 50% regional, while uses would be split approximately two-thirds capital expenditures and one-third operating costs.
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Moving freight into, from and within the region is a critical function of the transportation system.  The RTP includes an assessment of the goods movement infrastructure and commodity flows, identifies opportunities for freight system initiatives, and lays the groundwork for future freight planning efforts.  


Transportation Safety is another key concern of the regional transportation planning process.  The RTP addresses safety factors such as development of a strategic safety plan, safety assessments of key locations, and safety improvement programs.

In addition to the transportation activities just mentioned, the RTP addresses key elements of the transportation decision-making process, such as regional public involvement, Title VI communities of concern, and consultation of environmental protection and resource conservation issues.    


Other Transportation Activities
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And finally,  the RTP addresses a number of other transportation activities in the region.

MAG has a very active ongoing Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning effort, with approximately $195 million in regional funding anticipated for bicycle and pedestrian projects during the Plan period.

Demand Management is another important function, which addresses the need to provide alternatives to “Single Occupant Vehicle” travel.
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Item for Action

Consider action to recommend approval of the
Draft MAG 2035 Regional Transportation Plan for
an air quality conformity analysis.
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Moving freight into, from and within the region is a critical function of the transportation system.  The RTP includes an assessment of the goods movement infrastructure and commodity flows, identifies opportunities for freight system initiatives, and lays the groundwork for future freight planning efforts.  


Transportation Safety is another key concern of the regional transportation planning process.  The RTP addresses safety factors such as development of a strategic safety plan, safety assessments of key locations, and safety improvement programs.

In addition to the transportation activities just mentioned, the RTP addresses key elements of the transportation decision-making process, such as regional public involvement, Title VI communities of concern, and consultation of environmental protection and resource conservation issues.    


Roger Herzog
MAG Senior Project Manager
rherzog@azmag.gov
602-254-6300
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