
 
February 9, 2016

TO: Members of the Transportation Policy Committee

FROM: Mayor Jerry Weiers, Glendale, Chair

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF MEETING AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA

Meeting - 12:00 noon
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Saguaro Room
302 N. First Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the Transportation Policy Committee is scheduled for the time and place noted above.
Members of the Committee may attend the meeting either in person, by videoconference, or by
telephone conference call.  As determined at the first meeting of the Committee, proxies are not allowed.
Members who are not able to attend the meeting are encouraged to submit their comments in writing,
so that their view is always a part of the process.

For those attending in person, please park in the garage under the building.  Bring your ticket to the
meeting, parking will be validated.  For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority
will provide transit tickets for your trip.  For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack
in the garage.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the basis
of disability in admission to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may request
a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Valerie Day at the MAG
office.  Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

Refreshments and a light luncheon will be provided. If you have any questions, please contact Dennis
Smith, MAG Executive Director, or Eric Anderson, MAG Transportation Director, at (602) 254-6300.

c: MAG Regional Council
MAG Management Committee
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TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
TENTATIVE AGENDA
February 17, 2016

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED
1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of the
public to address the Transportation Policy
Committee on items not scheduled on the agenda
that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on items
on the agenda for discussion but not for action.
Citizens will be requested not to exceed a three
minute time period for their comments.  A total of
15 minutes will be provided for the Call to the
Audience agenda item, unless the Transportation
Policy Committee requests an exception to this
limit.  Please note that those wishing to comment
on agenda items posted for action will be provided
the opportunity at the time the item is heard.

3. Information.

4. Approval of Consent Agenda

Prior to action on the consent agenda, members of
the audience will be provided an opportunity to
comment on consent items that are being
presented for action.  Following the comment
period, Committee members may request that an
item be removed from the consent agenda.
Consent items are marked with an asterisk (*).

4. Recommend approval of the Consent Agenda.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR CONSENT*

*4A. Approval of the December 9, 2015, Meeting
Minutes

4A. Review and approval of the December 9, 2015,
meeting minutes.

*4B. Project Changes - Amendment and Administrative
Modification to the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, and as
Appropriate, to the 2035 Regional Transportation
Plan and FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget

4B. Recommend approval of amendments and
administrative modifications to the FY 2014-2018
MAG Transportation Improvement Program, and as
appropriate, to the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.
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The Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-2018 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and 2035 Regional
Transportation Plan were approved by the MAG
Regional Council on January 29, 2014, with the last
modification approved at the January 27, 2016,
Regional Council meeting. Since then, additional
project changes and additions are needed. Project
listing changes and additions included are not
contingent on a new finding of conformity. The
member agency requested project additions and
changes include general highway and transit project
changes. Funding types include Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program
(CMAQ), Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP); FY 2015 TIGER award announcement; and
locally funded project changes (See Table A).  MAG
is developing a new FY 2017-2021 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). The MAG Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) allocates MAG Federal
CMAQ and Transportation Alternatives (TAP-MAG)
Infrastructure Program funds for certain program
areas. A Call for Projects was held and an evaluation
of projects submitted for Bicycle and Pedestrian
projects has been completed. Those new projects
and project work phases that fall within the current
FY 2014-2018 TIP window and that are proposed
for CMAQ and TAP funding are included in Table
B. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
sub-allocated funding includes the CMAQ, HSIP,
Surface Transportation Program (STP-MAG), and
TAP. An evaluation of FHWA funding determined
that the MAG region has federal funding that is
available for the Closeout programming priorities as
described in the Federal Fund Programming
Guidelines and Procedures that were approved by
Regional Council in June 2015. A request for
closeout projects was conducted and evaluated, and
the results are included in Table C. If approved,
items in Table C will supersede duplicate listings in
Table B.  These project changes will be considered
by the MAG Management Committee on February
10, 2016. An update will be provided on action
taken by the committee. Please refer to the
enclosed material.
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ITEMS PROPOSED TO BE HEARD

5. First Year Evaluation Results from the Co-Location
of DPS Officers at the ADOT Traffic Operations
Center

In August 2014, the MAG Regional Council
approved a three-year pilot program with an
evaluation component to co-locate Department of
Public Safety (DPS) troopers at the Arizona
Department of Transportation (ADOT) Traffic
Operations Center, for improving coordination
necessary for faster response and clearance of
major traffic incidents on the freeway system.
MAG and ADOT are jointly funding the project at
nearly $450,000 per year, with much support
from DPS and the Federal Highway
Administration.  Although the program began in
October 2014 it was fully operational in January
2015.  The effectiveness of this operation was
evaluated in a comparison between 2014 and
2015, based on incident clearance data gathered
by DPS.  This information was also fed into a MAG
traffic simulation model to estimate the overall
economic benefit due to potential traffic delays
eliminated by this program. The evaluation has
shown that, despite an increase in the number of
crashes, the average time taken to clear a crash
site on freeways was reduced by nearly an hour
over the past year, helping traffic move more
quickly, preventing secondary collisions, and
potentially saving lives.  The results from the MAG
traffic simulation analysis estimates that the region
has saved $165 million in lost productivity over the
first year of the pilot project.  Staff will provide a
report on the evaluation of the first year of the
pilot program. Please refer to the enclosed
material.

5. Information and discussion. 

6. Planning for Autonomous Vehicles

Technology advances in the transportation industry
are being made rapidly as both automotive
companies and other technology firms, such as
Apple and Google, are investing billions of dollars
annually to develop safer and easier to drive
vehicles.  Technology in current high-end models
allows vehicles to operate autonomously from the

6. Information and discussion.
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driver with the vehicle sensing speed, lanes and
traffic.  Not only will these advances make driving
safer and less stressful, they also have significant
implications on how we plan and provide
transportation infrastructure. For example, the
impact of technology is likely to result in more
effective capacity on the system thus reducing the
need for expansion.  A three-part presentation will
be given to the Transportation Policy Committee
about planning for autonomous vehicles focusing on
(a) current technologies entering the vehicle fleet,
(b) where experts in this field see the evolution of
autonomous vehicles, and (c) implication for
transportation planning and infrastructure
investments.

7. Legislative Update 

An update will be provided on legislative issues of
interest.

7. Information, discussion, and possible action.

8. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Transportation
Policy Committee would like to have considered
for discussion at a future meeting will be requested.

8. Information.

9. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity will be provided for Transportation
Policy Committee members to present a brief
summary of current events.  The Transportation
Policy Committee is not allowed to propose,
discuss, deliberate or take action at the meeting on
any matter in the summary, unless the specific
matter is properly noticed for legal action.

9. Information.

Adjournment
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