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1. Call to Order

Chairman David Moody from the City of Peoria called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

2. Approval of Draft July 31, 2010 Minutes

Chairman Moody announced that the minutes from the August 31, 2010 meeting of the
Transportation Review Committee had been revised since the mailing of the agenda packet. 
He informed the Committee that the revised minutes had been emailed to the Committee and
were at their places as well.  Chairman Moody asked if there were any changes or amendments
to the August 31st meeting minutes. 

Mr. Bob Beckley from the City of Surprise requested that the minutes be revised to reflect his
attendance at the August 31st meeting.  Mr. RJ Zeder from the City of Chandler motioned to
approve the minutes with the requested revisions.  Mr. Jeff Martin from the City of Mesa
seconded the motion, and the motion passed by a unanimous voice vote  of the Committee.

3. Call to the Audience

Chairman Moody announced that he had not received a request to speak card and moved on to
the next item on the agenda. 

4. Transportation Director’s Report

Chairman Moody invited Mr. Eric Anderson to present the Transportation Director’s report. 
Mr. Anderson stated that MAG had not received the August sales tax revenues yet.  He reported
that Regional Area Road Fund (RARF) revenues for July were down 4.5 percent noting that
despite the decrease in RARF revenues, the year-to-date Highway User Revenue Fees (HURF)
had increased by 5 percent.  He stated that new car sales continued to be soft, which had a
negative impact on RARF and HURF revenues.   

Mr. Anderson announced that the Regional Council had approved the proposed acceleration of
the Williams-Gateway project in Mesa.  He informed the Committee that the City of Tempe’s
local preferred alternative option would be presented to the MAG Transit Committee next week
and would be heard by the Transportation Review Committee in October.  

Then, Mr. Anderson addressed the potential conformity freeze.  He encouraged member
agencies to submit any project changes in a timely manner.  He explained that once the freeze
was in effect, any change that would impact conformity could not be made.  He emphasized the
need to have all regionally significant projects included in the TIP stating this included
developer funded projects. 

Chairman Moody asked if there were any questions or comments about the Transportation
Director’s Report.  Mr. Terry Johnson from the City of Glendale inquired about the status of
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the Proposition 400 audit.  Mr. Eric Anderson replied that the initial meeting for the audit had
been conducted the previous week.  He stated that MAG expected a field visit in October or
November 2010 adding that draft recommendations from the audit would be available in the
summer of 2011.  

Mr. Eric Fitzer from the Town of Gila Bend inquired how the conformity freeze would affect
people outside the conformity area.  Ms. Yazzie replied that for conformity the federal guidance
did not differentiate between jurisdictions in or out of an attainment area.  She explained that
federal guidance stated that during a freeze, all projects listed in the Transportation
Improvement Program could proceed; however, new non-conforming projects could not be
added regardless of location.  

Chairman Moody inquired if there were any additional questions or comments.  There were
none, and he proceed to the next item on the agenda. 

5. Consent Agenda

Addressing the next item of business, Chairman Moody directed the Committee’s attention to
the consent agenda.  He asked the Committee if there were any questions or comments
regarding the consent agenda item 5a on the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
Red Letter Process.  There were none.  Mr. Rick Naimark from the City of Phoenix motioned
to approve the consent agenda.  Mr. Martin seconded, and the motion passed with a unanimous
voice vote of the Committee.  

6. Transportation Review Committee Chair and Vice Chair Appointments

Next, Chairman Moody invited Ms. Christina Hopes, MAG Transportation Planner, to present
on the Transportation Review Committee (TRC) Chair and Vice Chair appointments.  Ms.
Hopes informed the Committee that on July 22, 2009 the MAG Regional Council had adopted
committee operating policies and procedures.  She explained that the current procedures
required the Committee to address chair and vice-chair appointments annually. 

Ms. Hopes informed the Committee that the TRC Chair, Mr. David Moody from the City of
Peoria, and the TRC Vice Chair, Mr. David Meinhart from the City of Scottsdale, were eligible
for reappointment to their respective positions.  She explained that the Committee was tasked
with either recommending the reappointments or recommending that the Vice-Chair ascend
to the Chair position and a new Vice-Chair be appointed.  Ms. Hopes stated that if the
Committee decided to have the Vice-Chair ascend to the Chair position, then the members of
the Committee could submit letters of interest for the vacant Vice-Chair position. 

Mr. David Fitzhugh from the City of Avondale recommended to reappointment of the current
chair and vice chair to serve a second one-year term.  Mr. Gino Turrubiartes from the Town
of Guadalupe seconded, and the motion passed by a unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
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7. Project Changes – Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program

Chairman Moody invited Ms. Eileen Yazzie, MAG Transportation Programming Manager,
to present project changes to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP).  Ms. Yazzie directed the Committee’s attention to a summary transmittal and handout
at their places.  She informed the Committee that copies had been emailed to the Committee
on Monday and apologized for not sending the handouts earlier for review.  

Ms. Yazzie reported that four ADOT projects were included on the project change handout. 
She explained that an ADOT project was listed as one line item in the currently approved TIP
and needed to be split into multiple TIP items for utilities and construction.  Ms. Yazzie stated
the change would address the needed split and define project location.  

Ms. Yazzie noted two other project changes, which included a request for pavement
preservation and a revision to the project scope for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the South Mountain project.  Then, she directed the Committee’s attention to the Safe
Routes to School projects.  She explained that the projects needed to be included in the TIP
to move forward.  She also noted three projects in the City of Mesa, which were locally
funded. 

Next, Ms. Yazzie addressed project changes for four projects funded with Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds.  She stated one of the four projects was to pave
unpaved roads in the City of Surprise.  She explained that the City was requesting a location
change due to right-of-way issues encountered at the original location.  She added that the Air
Quality Technical Advisory Committee (AQTAC) had reviewed and recommended approval
of the requested change.  Ms. Yazzie discussed the remaining three CMAQ funded projects. 
She reported that the three projects were Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) projects that
had been recommended by the ITS Committee.  

In closing, Ms. Yazzie noted two transit projects.  She informed the Committee that the City
of Phoenix had been awarded a transit grant.  She explained that the projects needed to be in
the TIP in order to proceed. 

Chairman Moody asked if there were any questions or comments about the agenda item.  Mr.
Fitzhugh inquired if the project costs for the traffic interchange (TI) at Interstate 10 and Loop
303 had been resolved.  Mr. Eric Anderson replied that MAG Staff was working diligently
with ADOT on the costs of the TI.  He stated the efforts included reviewing the unit costs and
the possibility of lowering the ramp speeds, which would save money.  

Mr. Martin stated that the summary transmittal indicated that the projects listed were exempt
for conformity analysis.  He inquired what the time line was for submitting project changes
before the conformity freeze occurred.  Ms. Yazzie replied that MAG Staff was developing
a Frequently-Asked-Questions (FAQ) sheet addressing the conformity freeze and that one the
attachments to the mailing was a schedule.  She stated that November 4, 2010 was the tentative
deadline.  
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Mr. Naimark request clarification on the City of Mesa projects.  He stated that it appeared on
project was listed twice or had two phases.  Ms. Yazzie replied that the project had two phases.

Mr. Terry Johnson from the City of Glendale requested verification that high occupancy
vehicle (HOV) lanes were not conformity exempt projects.  Ms. Yazzie affirmed that HOV
lanes were not exempt. 

Chairman Moody inquired if there were any additional questions or comment regarding the
agenda item.  There were none.  Mr. Beckley motioned to approve the amendments and
administrative modifications to the FY 2011-2015 MAG TIP and, as necessary, the Regional
Transportation Plan 2010 Update.  Mr. Martin seconded, and the motion passed by a
unanimous voice vote of the Committee.  

8. Submittal of Paving Unpaved Road Projects and PM-10 Certified Street Sweepers for MAG
Federal Funding

Chairman Moody invited Ms. Yazzie to present on the project submittals for paving of
unpaved road and PM-10 certified street sweepers.  Ms. Yazzie directed the Committee’s
attention to handouts at their places.  

Ms. Yazzie announced that MAG Staff had solicited project applications for Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funding for Fiscal Year (FY) 2014.  She stated that $14
million in CMAQ funds were available for FY 2014.  Ms. Yazzie reported  that 15 application
had been submitted although one was not submitted by the deadline on Thursday at noon.  She
stated that the applications requested $9 million in funding. 

Ms. Yazzie informed the Committee that the agenda item would be heard by the Committee
for approval in November.  She stated that the Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee
would review and recommend projects for funding before then.  Mr. Randy Harrel from the
Town of Fountain Hills joined the meeting.  A brief discussion regarding administrative errors
in the handouts transpired. 

Chairman Moody inquired if there were any questions or comments about the agenda item. 
There were none, and he moved on to the next item. 

9. 2010 Annual Report on the Status of the Implementation of Proposition 400

Chairman Moody invited Mr. Roger Herzog from MAG to present the Annual Report on the
Status of the Implementation of Proposition 400.  Mr. Herzog informed the Committee that
by law MAG was required to issue an annual report on project funded by Proposition 400.  He
explained that those projects were included in the life cycle programs (freeway, transit, and
arterial).  Mr. Herzog reported that a public hearing had been held in November.  He stated
that the public hearing for the Proposition 400 annual report was conducted in conjunction
with the public hearing on the MAG Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and life cycle
programs. 
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Mr. Herzog stated that revenues in FY 2010 were 8.9 percent lower than FY 2009.  He
announced that FY 2010 was the third consecutive year for declining revenue collections.  He
stated that the year-to-year decrease in revenues since 2007 were 3.1 percent, 13.7 percent, and
8.9 percent, respectively.  Mr. Herzog informed the Committee that declining revenues had
resulted in the deferral of some life cycle projects past the original horizon date of the
program, FY 2026.  He reported that the deferred projects remained in the RTP because the
horizon year had changed to FY 2031.

Mr. Herzog informed the Committee that the current long range revenue forecast was 6.2
percent lower than the previous year’s forecast.  He reported that the revenue estimates for the
life of the tax had decreased by 26 percent since 2007.  He explained that the life cycle
program needed to be rebalanced due to the decline in actual and forecasted revenues.  

Then, Mr. Herzog explained how value engineering and project deferrals were used to balance
the Freeway Life Cycle Program.  He reported a major imbalance between costs and revenues,
which were identified in FY 2009.  He explained that measures applied to balance the Freeway
Life Cycle Program included value engineering, project rescoping, program management, and
updating cost estimates.  

Mr. Herzog announced that the measures resulted in a $2.4 billion cost savings.  He reported
that $4.4 billion had been deferred to balance the program adding that the deferrals would have
been higher if the cost savings had not be identified.  He stated that Freeway Life Cycle
Program future costs were $8.3 billion while anticipated revenues were $8.4 billion.  

Mr. Herzog addressed major projects in the Freeway Life Cycle Program that had been
deferred  beyond FY 2026.  He stated the deferred projects included State Route 801
(renumbered to SR 30) and the final construction for State Route 802 (renumbered to SR 24). 
He added that the general purpose lanes on the outer freeways, several interchanges with
arterials, and direct HOV ramps also had been deferred.  

Then, Mr. Herzog discussed major projects that had been retained in the Freeway Life Cycle
Program.  He cited projects, such as Loop 202/South Mountain, Loop 303 from I-10 to SR
801,  several miles of the HOV lanes system, and improvements to the inner freeway network. 
Mr. Herzog announced that to-date 14 miles of new freeway and 119 miles of HOV lanes had
been completed or were underway.

Moving on, Mr. Herzog reported on the Arterial Life Cycle Program funded by Proposition
400.  Mr. Herzog announced that 20 arterial street projects had been completed to-date.  He
stated that in FY 2010, $62 million in project expenditures had been reimbursed through the
program adding that $178 million had been reimbursed since the beginning of the program. 

Mr. Herzog acknowledged the fiscal issues the Arterial Life Cycle Program had encountered
due to the decline in program revenue.  He stated that lead agencies had contended with project
cost and local match issues citing the deferral of $38 million in programmed reimbursements
from FY 2010 to a later year.  
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Mr. Herzog reported that the Arterial Life Cycle Program needed to be rebalanced due to the
revenue shortfall as well.  He explained that in FY 2009, $22 million in programmed
reimbursements were deferred beyond FY 2026.  He stated that the adjustments were retained
in the FY 2010 program update, but that no additional reimbursements had been deferred.  

Mr. Herzog announced that work would proceed on phases of 87 arterial projects in the next
five years.  He reported that programmed reimbursements and projected revenues were in
balance citing $1.5 billion in programmed reimbursements and $1.6 billion in projected
revenues between FY 2011 and FY 2026.

Next, Mr. Herzog addressed the Transit Life Cycle Program.  He stated that Transit Life Cycle
Program had encountered similar cost and revenue imbalances as the Freeway Life Cycle
Program.  He reported that the Transit Life Cycle Program was balanced in FY 2009 by
deferring bus routes and delaying the implementation of projects.  Mr. Herzog stated that in
FY 2010 the program was refined to allow more routes to be retained in funded years of the
program.  He also noted a program shift from bus capital funding to operations expenditures. 

Mr. Herzog reported that the Transit Life Cycle Program future costs were $4.6 billion and
project revenues were $4.8 billion between FY 2011 and FY 2026.  He stated the Transit Life
Cycle Program was brought into balance by reducing service levels on regional grid routes,
and shifting capital expenditures to operations.  He noted that any projects deferred based FY
2026 were still listed in the RTP. 

Then, Mr. Herzog summarized the major Transit Life Cycle Program  projects within the FY
2026 horizon.  According to Mr. Herzog, 16 bus rapid transit/express bus routes, 24 regional
grid bus routes, and 25.7 miles of high capacity transit/light rail transit (LRT) would be
operation by FY 2026.  He reported that 15 bus rapid transit (BRT)/express bus routes, 9
regional grid bus routes, and 12 miles of high capacity transit/light rail transit had been deferred
beyond FY 2026. He noted the significant progress made in transit since Proposition 400, which
included the implementation of 11 BRT routes, 7 regional bus grid routes, and the LRT starter
system.  A brief discussion followed. 

Chairman Moody asked if there were any questions or comments about the agenda item.  There
were none. 

10. Request for Future Agenda Items

Chairman Moody inquired if the members had any topics or issues of interest they would like
to have considered for discussion at a future Committee meeting.  Mr. Martin requested an
update on the EPA conformity freeze.  

Chairman Moody inquired if the were any additional requests, and there were none.
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11. Member Agency Update

Chairman Moody asked members of the Committee if they would like to provide updates,
address any issues or concerns regarding transportation at the regional level, and asked if any
members in attendance would like to address recent information that was relevant to
transportation within their respective communities.  There were none. 

12. Next Meeting Date

Chairman Moody informed members in attendance that the next regularly scheduled meeting
of the Committee would be held on October 28, 2010.  There be no further business, Chairman
Moody adjourned the meeting at 10:38 a.m.  
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