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The Census Bureau definition:
* Represent densely developed area
* Represent the "Urban Footprint”
* Based on residential population density

* Criteria includes accounting for non-
residential urban land uses that are
functionally part of the urban landscape



e Does affect:
* Where MAG STP funds are expended

* Highway Functional Classification
(Urban/Rural)

* Highway Statistical Reporting in HPMS
e Does not affect funding for region
e Does not affect official population count



FHWA Programs that distinguish between
urban and rural areas:

* Highway Functional Classification
* HPMS Reporting

* Distribution of STP Funds

* STP Apportionment Formula

* Control of Outdoor Advertising



Key FHWA and FTA Programs impacted:

* Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPQOs)

* Transportation Management Areas (TMAS)

* Application of Conformity Requirements
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ADOT Developed 9 Rules

e 1: Considered
urban areas
(urban cluster or
urbanized area)
that has a
population of Coolidge, AZ
more than 5,000
based on FHWA
documentation

e #2: Build upon
smoothed 2000
U . S . Ce NSUsS i 2000 Urban Boundary (Smoothed)

Official Census 2010 Urban Boundary

b O u n d a ry 2010 Urban Boundary (Smoothed)




ADOT Developed 9 Rules, continued

e 3: Created 1-mile buffer around the original 2010
U.S Census boundary for reference. Allowing for

exceptions.
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e #4 Use the census
block boundaries as a
guide for smoothing
the edges
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e #6 ¢ Follow and Nogales, AZ
ConSider the Iand Local or State Parks
ownership boundary

e #7 Include roads if
they are located near
a major activity
centers such as a Big
Box or other large
Commercial center.

Forest




e #8 o Follow land use —
when census block U P
and land ownership S S
boundaries don’t exist |

e #9 Don't include the (3
urbanized boundaries
in other states




Comparison: Census “Original” vs “Smoothed”

URBAN AREA MAPS 2000 & 2010
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Timeline

Feedback due
to
ADOT

ADOT submits smoothed
boundaries to FHWA for
approval

Functional
Classification
changes made
based on
approved UZA
as needed

Final due date for
any UZA
adjustments
to be approved
by FHWA



Contact:
Jami Garrison
jgarrison@azmag.gov
(602) 452-5006
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